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Madhya Pradesh,

CHOKING Stratches of river banks are covered by romng veg_e_tatlo
evenas the Ioc al admmistratlon saysn S cleaning the nver gveryda

Punya PriyaMitra == |
and Shruti Tomar
-mm@ﬁrmm\mﬁ Lom

lifelineof MadhyaPradesh, the
1,3124 Jm long Narmada is chok-
mgduatorottmgvegetahonand
allegedmismanagementofdam
% water, aceordingtﬂezperts and
Jocalactivistg.© e
‘The river's showpmce the
Maheshwar Gha: @ (which
impressed the audience inthe
film PadMan) in Khargone dis-
trictisfilled withrotiing vegeta-
tion on the banks, mikingitdif- «
ficult for hundreds nf de\rotees
to takeadiporswin.,

Caveri

| The local adminis trannn,the'

Maheshwar Janpad, saidithas
sprung into action and'is now
., cleaningthe Narmeda daily.

+ 7 1tsCEO, Kushel Sigh Dodve

saldamajorcleaningdrivewas

carried outon Febiuary 6 and
“overstonnesofrot ting vegeta-
i) tion” were taken oul fromovera
one- -kilometre streich,

‘! However, when Hindustan,
Timesvisited the s;npttwoa:lays
later, rotting veggttatmn il
 enguifedthebanks, leaving
a few feet of cle
bathers. “Itishecoming difficult
‘to take bath in tjie past few
. nonths. If we come in contact
with the filth, e develop: |

MAHESHWAR\BARWAN] (MP):The

‘bank from M aheshwaro

» Dead vegatalmn and gruwin waeds have engulfe@gh balhlug spotat Narmada :

DECAYING VEGETATION
HAS ENGULFED RIVER

thereisaproperghatbut fewar

‘bathers. Tourists, whocometo
| see the famous temples of

Maheshwar built by 1f?th cen-

areaghastatthefilth,’

| Therottingvegetationisalso
killingthe fishin theriver, put-
tingthe hundredsof fishermen
‘nerisis. Drinkingwatertoohas

hecomea problem for villages:
on the banks of the Narmada.,

Around 'z 100 km west of
Maheshwar, villagers of Pich-

hod in Barwi amdlstrmtarefac- ;

ingdrinking water preblem. =

MWehave lowalktwotothres

kdlometresto ahand pumptoget

rashes,’ saySandeepandMan‘ #

ish, two 11-year-olds who come

* heretobatheeveryday.
Theconditionis'vorse atKas-

rawad onthe aﬂwr sideof the

she Says.

‘Localssaythe Omkareshm ar
and otherdamsupstreamhave
reduced theflow of water, creat-"

'Development
_(NVDA) adnmed,thatﬂusyear,

tion
foﬁicerAdllKh&n sald 14MGM
Bm,., £

- Authority :

theproblem has compoundedas.
therawas60% lessrainfallinthe

Narmada catchmentareawhxch
 brought down the water level
a,lamungly. exposed thevegeta-

dried 1t up

'I‘he NVDA's pul

Chouhamhaa peea infoxmed
andis’ to T, he
added TR

.| Narmada Bachao Andolm
1eader ‘Medha Patkar blamed
theGmaratelectmn or aggra,
vatingthe problem.
“Intherunupto theﬁmarat

‘clections, waterwasreleasedin
. huge quantities ‘from. the

Omkareshwar dam to buildup *

‘thelevel at Sardar Sarovardam,

from which waterwasreleased-
toSabarmatiriver where Prime
M;msterNarandraMudlﬁem a
sea plane on it to impress the
electorate. It was Narmada

. wateranditwentwastebecause .
the farmers did not need it at

that time," shecharged,
* Khansaidthe water released

* igasmandated by the tribunal
award. However,someofficials

inthe NVDA, whoaskednot to
benamed, conceded that the
waterdid go waste.
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