* The wagons, each with a capacity of 54,000 litres, were
filled with water in Sangli. In Latur, the water will be first
transferred into a tank adjacent to the railway station,

wThe Railways on Monday dispatched a 10-wagon ‘water
train’ for the parched Latur district in Marathwada region
of Maharashtra. Many parts of the state are reeling from
a severe water crisis, especially villages in Latur district \

| that has a population of around 2.45 crore. ! the Delhi Government plans to send a ‘water train’.

PT

and sent to a treatment plant before it is distributed. Even

|

|

‘Normal’ monsog::
may end scarcity

New Delhi: With the country
likely to see a “normal” mon-
soon, prospects for kharif
crops too are expected to be
“much better” this year, Agri-
culture Secretary SK Pat-
tnayak said on Monday. For
a country reeling from the
impact of drought two years
in a row and poor rains dur-
ing the rabi season, the
monsoon is of critical impor-
tance. Groundwater and sur-
face water is low across the
states. Skymet Weather,
which went woefully off-the-
mark last year, has predict-
ed “above normal” rains.
iMD will give its data on
Tuesday. TNs

Skymet forecast (June-Sept)

20% ] 30%
chance of \ chance of
excess rainfall | normal rainfall

YT ‘ V(W)
30" 1Y
chance of ‘ chance of
above normal 1 below normal
rainfall rainfall
»"(:chance of a drought



v

SS b owo

WS

ZiaHagq

w zia haq@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Met’s pre-mon-
soon weather outlook predicts
an abnormally hot summeér
across India with longer and
more severe heat waves than
usual. A first of its kind, the
Met study says the greater heat
of the April-June season could
be linked to greenhouse gases.

The analysis is grim, and N

matches lay suspicions. “Recent
research analysis suggests that
the frequency and duration of
heat waves over the country
are showing an increasing
trend,” says the Met. “Warmer
than normal temperatures are
expected in all meteorological
sub-divisions of the country”
India is divided into 36 sub-
divisions for weather admin-
istration. “Above-normal heat
wave conditions are very likely
over central and northwest
India,” the report says. Seasonal
(April-June) average tempera-
tures over northwest India are
likely to be “above normal by
more than 1°C.” This means
that average temperatures in the
northern plains could be higher
by afull degree, putting them in
the range of 39-42°C, while in the
hotter central states, the mer-
cury could shoot up to 44-45°C

Summer will be cruel this\

e M

u A train carrying around five lakh litres of water for drought-hit Latul

left the Miraj station in Sangli on Monday.

in some parts.

An increase of 1 degree in
average temperature over three
months is far more significant
than it sounds. “Tt means that the
duration of a heat wave (when
the temperature is 4 degrees
above normal for a week) could
be longer, intensity significantly
higher and area affected larger.
This summer will certainly be
very hot,” said IMD director BP
Yadav. In everyday terms, maxi-
mum temperatures could break
records this year.

The signs were there before
the Met released its pre-monsoon
outlook. The capital’s Palam

UDAY DEOLEKAR / HT PHOTO

‘Summer will be

observatory recorded a maxi-

mum of 43°C on April3, the high- i )

est ever in the first half of April. Cl'uel th‘ls year 0y

In Telangana, a hundred people The Met department has usu-
have been killed by the heat in ally made only monsoon fore-
the past month. Bhubaneswar casts during the summer but the
had a scorcher of a day on 2,500 heat wave deaths last year
Monday, the maximum touch- prompted scientists to takenote
ing 45.8°C which is the highest of changingcljmatepatternsmis
ever temperature recorded in time around. The Met has exam-

the Orissa capital during April. ined the pre-monsoon months
It'’s not all bad news though. for warning signs that could
Respite should come in June translate into public alerts and
with the monsoon which is likely action. India had its third warm-
to be normal this year, agricul- est summer last year, consistent

ture secretary SK Pattanayak with the global pattern.
said at a farm conference. The effects of aharsh summer
are already rippling across the

1and: power plants are sputter-
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NIMNESWAR: Dayt1me temper-

shattered the city’s 30-year-
old record by touching 45.8

the highest-ever temperature

April.

Monday saw the daytxme.

temperature rising steadily am
from the miorning. It had al-
ready touched 44 degrm C
by 11.30.am. By noon, it went
up by another 4 degrees. One
hour after, the daytime tem-
perature was recorded at 45.2
degrees Celsius, breaking the
previous record high of 45 de-
grees C set on-April 23,1985,

‘By 2 pm, the temperatute .

peaked at 45.7 degrees in Bhu-

ature in Bhubaneswar has

degrees Celsius on Monday,

~ual depletlon of green cover’
has turned ihe city into h heht

islands :

'Ihe;- govemment “has al-
-énhforced. ' tno

school haur for both the gov-

ernment- and private educa-

Qpnal, instituteg: The daynme

measured for the month of . wotk involving

bour has been resche&lled in
two shiffs, Work between 1,

plete:y& o w o~

“Dueto stablef
the aif"could noémiove up-
warﬁs”andathe condition be-
comes unfavourable for cloud
formation. Since October,
there has been no visible rain-

baneswar, whichis1.7 degrees - )

higher than Sunday. It finally
settled at

Celsius.
For more than a week,
coastal Odisha pammllarly

wave. Scorching heat level at
457 degrees Celsius, 7 to 8 de-
qmal temperature, has para-

Capital City.
On Monday, roads in Bhu-

look as people preferred to

' ‘mtl’n:i,

458 degrees .

Bhubaneswar has been wit-
nessing unrelenting heat

baneswar wore a deserted.

stay .indoors- or ‘took shelter - %
undertrees. According to en~ -
vuonmentahsts, growth in .

concrete ;tructures and grad- ,

grees Celsius higher thannor- - - - schoelsto
lysed normal life in the _ o

" grees« Celgiug:.

faﬂ E:3 the State. The dry na-
ture of soil also helps reflec-

“tion of . heat™ ‘said

Menoml’omcal Department,
Odisha)Diréétor Sarat Chian-

‘dra,Sah\i hemm Monday

ind comi from

. helps in increasing the heat.
We call the phenomenon in
meteoro}ogxcal term as ad-
vection,"of heat” Dt. Sahu
elaborated.

Hesaid the temperature ex-

_ perie‘nce'd at 2 pm exceeded

bewe item/fletier/erticle/ecitoriel published on id¥, 7/§ U l __inthe
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all-time hrlgh temperature re-
corded since 1952 in the
month of April.”

- ~The Bhubaneswar Meteor-

that similar conditions would
prevail the next week as there
is very little chance of thun~
dershowers. Besides, atmo-
spheric systems, which often
cause rains, could not be de-
tected. Slow sea breeze has al-
‘$0 madethe matter worse for
coastal Odisha.

According to the’ B_huha—-

neswar Meteorological Cen-

- tre source, by 2 pm, daytime

temperature -had - exceeded
40-degrees mark at 17.places.

takg scaliabout .
extem!ing the class smpension after Apnl
ZOdep&ldingonthtscenam. slﬂthe

»
ological Centre has predicted - .

~
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Agumbe’s fall from grace a
man-made crisis:

Pavan Kumar H

AGUMBE (SHIVAMOGGA
DIST): Agumbe, which was
considered the Cherrapunji
of South India not so long
ago for its record rainfall, is
not only receiving less rain-
fall during monsoon now,
but is also staring at a water
crisis during summer in the
last three to four years.
Cherrapunji, at one time,
held the record for the high-
est rainfall in India. Experts
say this is a manmade crisis.

Deforestation
Deforestation, encroachment
of forest land for agriculture
and unscientific afforestation
with acacia trees are said to be
the major reasons.

According to the statistics
from the meteorological de-
partment, the average annual
rainfall at Agumbe has been
8,000 mm.

In 1962, it recorded 11,343
mm, the highest in the last 53
years. However, in 2015, the
Agumbe station recorded only
5,000 mm of rainfall, the low-
est ever in the area. In the last
two decades, Agumbe has re-
ceived above-average rainfall
for only four years.

Agumbe, which is part of the
Western Ghats, plays a vital role
in maintaining the balance of
bio-diversity in entire South In-
dia. “The Western Ghats, which
constitute only 5% of the total
Indian landscape, ensure not

ater inRiver nga at Sringeri in Chikkamagalurv dI has fallen to a worrying level. Ex-

perts say that if the situation continues, the chances of fish surviving in the river are bleak.

only water security, but also
food security. Therefore, harm-
ing this region is showing a re-
pulsive effect on bio-diversity,”
says Dr T V Ramachandra, an
ecological scientist at the Indian
Institute of Science, Bengaluru,
who has done an extensive
study on the Western Ghats in
Shivamogga, Uttara Kannada
and Chikkamagaluru districts.

Several villages around
Agumbe are facing a water cri-
sis, said S K Hegde, Assistant

Executive Engineer of Shiva-
mogga Rural Water Supply.
“The next two months of sum-
mer are very critical for us as
most of the streams and
rivulets have dried up in the
area. We have been instructed
to supply drinking water by ei-
ther re-energising borewells
after sinking them deeper or
by sinking new borewells,
wherever necessary.

Despite receiving an aver-
age 6,500 mm of rainfall in

the last five years, Agumbe is
not able to hold water because
of deforestation, says Dr Ra-
machandra. The land has lost
its seeping capacity. And to
top it, the Forest department
has been planting acacia
trees, which consume nearly
four to five times more water
than a native tree.

Experts say these trees not
only lead to depletion in
groundwater but also affect the
health of the soil.

Expert

B AR .
i
TV RAMACHANDRA,
ECOLOGICAL SCIENTIST
AT H1SC, BENGALURU:
The Western Ghats,
which constitute only

5 % of the total Indian
landscape, ensure not
only water security but
also food security.
Therefore, harming
this region is showing a
repulsive effect on bio-
diversity.

HH

Encroachment
According to Agumbe
Deputy Conservator of
Forests, Vaanathi M M, more
than 12,668.20 acres of forest
land has been encroached
upon by the farmers, and an-
other 10% of the total forest
land is being used for culti-
vation of acacia.

In Agumbe forest range
alone, of the total 15,000
hectares of forest land, nearly
1,400 hectares have acacia
plantation, which is being used
as timber and firewood.

The state government im-
posed a ban on the plantation
of acacia and eucalyptus in for-
estland in 2011 for their harm-
ful qualities.

" Yet, Vaanathi’s department
has planted these saplings
thigyear, too.

* ., ]DH News Service
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| Maharashtra farmers resort to chstress sale of cattle

SHARAD Vyas

the vxllages bordering Beed
and Aurangabad in

Maharashtra are witnessing -

distress sale of cattle, with
farmers resorting to .
desperate measures to.cope..
with the acute shortage of
fodder and water. '

For some, thesaleof - %% §

cattle is important to wipe
off debt, and others need
money to perform -
marriages at home. .
Most farmers arriving at
the markets on Sunday had
already lost some of their
cattle to the searing :
drought, while others had
run out of fodder and water.
For Bablu Pawar, 17, the
sale of a pair of bullocks

" was crucial as he wanted

* funds for his sister’s
wedding later this month. A
cow and two calves, out of a
total of 11 cattle in the

" family, had already been
sold, along with three acres
of land, for the ceremony.

~

0)

N DESPERMION Cattle on sale in Pachod village of Aurangabad district. — PHOTO VIVEK BENDRE

" The bullocks would have
-fetched him about Rs. 11akh

before the drought in
Marathwada and the beef
ban announced by the State
government earlier in the
year. But, now, the prices
have. fallen by half.

“It is the question of my

.- sister’s wedding and Iam -

willing to sell the cattle for

less than Rs. 35,000 but
there are no takers even at
this price. It is becoming
increasingly difficult to
arrange even water and
fodder for the cattle,” Mr.
Pawar said, as he walked
back without completing
the sale in Pachod vﬂlage.

“Many of these farmers
have requested meto -
facilitate sale even at half
prices to fund their "~ . -
daughters’ marriage. Some
do not have money evento
feed the cattle. Thereis
nothing anyone can do with
beef export firms refusing
to pick up cattle from these
markets,” said Mr. Zaidi.

He added thatthe -
decision to extend the ban
on cow slaughter to
bullocks had hit the
abattoirs and affected
traders in general.

As many as 2,60,925head
of cattle are housed in the
262 camps of Beed district,
but areas such as Paithan

. taluka in Aurangabad do
Wasi Zaidi, who has not have a single cattle -
taken a contract for the camp.

. cattle market from the local Hamf Bhai, who tried to
gram panchayat, said the unsuccessfully sell his pair
sale of cattle had fallenby ~ of Khilari bullocks on
40 per cent on account of Sunday, said: “It is painful
the beef ban. Of the 600 to sell what we have raised

“cattle put out fersale,only  with so much care, but now .
150 deals were sealed on it is impossible to atrange
Sunday. fodder and water for them.”

m\l\ \<\/ .. @D
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/ LATUR COLLECTOR ON WATER CR!SIS

‘Got stock to last 3 months
didn’t send SOS for water

4

Sangli district has enough water,
MANOJ MORE it could be supplied (to Latur)
LATUR, PUNE, APRIL 11 through train. Twodays later, the
— : CM deputed (Revenue and
EVEN AS a 10-wagon trainon a Agriculture minister) Eknath
trial run started its 342-km jour- Khadse, who made the an-
ney from Miraj in Sangli district nouncement about supplying
to Laturon Monday, the Latur dis- water by train,” Desphande said.
trict administration scotched re- Former Maharashtra CM
ports that it has run out of water, Prithviraj Chavan said there wasa
stating that it had not sent any plan to provide water througha
SOS to the state to send water train to Osmanabad district dur- |
from other districts. Latur, it is inghis tenure. “Since theneeddid -*
widely believed elsewhere in notarise, the plan was dropped,”
Maharashtra, is in the middle of Chavan said.
its“worst” water crisisindecades. £ : Sources in Central Railways
“We have enough water — said the work on laying a six-
nearly 5 mem(millioncubicme-  Residents wait fortheirturn, inchpipelineupto Miraj railway
tres) — in four of our barrages.  inLatur. Manoj More station is under way. “It will take
Thls(stock)wdl Jast till the mon- three or four days to be com-
soon arrives..(in) July,” District 1Al - - plefedsTHe 50" Wegon trith
Collector PandurangPoletoldThe  ter not be sufficient for the next could be run after that,” an offi-
Indian Express onMonday. three?” he asked. Therestof the  cial said.

Polesaid thedistrictwasstar-  district’s population — about 4 While Chavan said he is not
ing at a similar situation six lakh — will get supply from aware of any previousinstanceof [~
months ago, when Manjradam  “other sources”, he said. water being carried in train, Shiv
had 5.3 mcm water. That, he The move to get water  Sena MP and veteran politician
pointed out, took care of drink-  through train, it appears, was Chandrakant Khaire said
ing water needs of 10 lakh peo-  mooted by BJP leader Makrand  Maratfiwada region has till date
ple. “For nearly six months,53  Desphande. “At a party meeting  “survived on tanker water” and
mam water took care of 101akh  in Nashik, 1 had suggested to CM thisis the first time that water will
people. Why would 5mecmwa-  Devendra Fadnavis that since  reachthere by train.

Extra work days for drought-hit states

‘ Birender Singh told The Indian  states that are to be soon notified

SHALININAIR Express that the ministry took  similarly.,” said Singh.

NEW DELHI, APRIL T} the call Monday followingare- - Gujarat, Haryana and Bihar

: view of the drought situation. will be added to the existing list
INVIEW of the drought situation  “Our earlier decision was to pro- of 10 drought-affected states
across the country, the Rural  vide 150 days per householdtill  that comprise Maharashtra,
Development Ministry hasde- ~ March 31. We have now ex- Telangana, Karnataka, Andhra
cided to extend for 2016-17 the  tended it. This will be applicable Pradesh, Odisha, Madhya
additional 50 days of work per  for not only the 10 states that Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, L
household under MGNREGA. have been declared drought-af-  Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and e

\ ‘Rural Development Minister ~ fected, but also for three more Rajasthan. //

i ————e—
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NEW DELHE The Delhi government
jspreparingto send a water train
to Latur district in Maharashtra,
whichisbattlingits worst drought

ever.

Chief minister ArvindKejriwal
appealed the city residents on
Monday to save water by con-
taining daily consumption. Water
minister Kapil Mishra and Delhi
Jal Board officials said the water
utility is prepared to send water
to the parched district.

—_—

«Gevere water crisis in Latur. -
We all shud help. Are all Delhiites ™ The Maharashtra government on Monday sent a 10-wagon water
ready to save some water daily to train to Latur from Miraj, near Sangli. UDAY DEOLEKAR/HT PHOTO
send it for our people in Latur?
(Sic),” chief minister Arvind the country, we can certainly help. Sevenlakhlimisamundoz mil-
Kejriwal tweeted. Asperour wlculation,wecansend lion gallons of water, headded.
‘AccordingtoDJB CEO, Keshav about sevenlakhlitres of water in “We have checked with the
Chandra, the water utility can  one ﬁ'eighttrain.'l‘hisisnotabig ministryFmightn'ainisnotavail-
send water to Latur. “The situa- amount,” Hindustan  able with the Northern Railways.
tion of water availability inDelhi  Times. Most probably, western railway
isahnaystight,butif thereisalife Delhi’sdai]ywaterproduction will provide the water train,” a
and death situationinonepartof _isaromdsmmillion gallons daily. senior official said.
'-.--—m ~-an RO0 [ GOVERNMEN

rentminbms af M
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