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= A flooded locality at Chiplun in the Konkan region of Maharashtra on Monday. Incessant monsoon

rains wreaked havoc in many parts of the country, killing seven people in Madhya Pradesh, four in
Maharashtra and one in Assam. PTI
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VARINDER SINGH

TRIBIJNE NEWDS SERVICE

CHANLAGARH, JULY 11

The solution to siit accumu-
1ation in Harike lake- the
largest wetland In North
India—is finally in sight with
the help of pontoon gates.

The multi-gated Hanke
headworks were constructed
in 1953 and was located down-
stream of the confluence of
Sutlej and Beas rivers.

The 4,100 hectare wetland
displaying arich biodiversi-
ty had got endangered due
to accumulating silt and
the depth of the lake had
come down from 23 to a
mere 10-11 feet.

The flow of Sutlej and
Beas river waters was con-
trolled at the headworks by
48 steel gates. These gates
were set up to control the
flow of water and make 1t
qvailable to Rajasthan and
parts of Southern Punjab.

Excessive water was going
to Pakistan via Sutle).
Silting had taken place In
the Harike lake and its catch-
ment area over the years as
31 gates meant for flow of
excessive water downstream
were rusted and useless.
Flooding of the catchment
area of Sutlej and Beas had
almost become an annual

feature In monsoons for

“these 31 gates meant for

release of excessive water in
Sutlej were hardly opened
during the past 63 years.
The Irrigation Depart-
ment was on a lookout for a
technology which could

enable it to get the gates

repaired after installing
alternative gates.

—

“Our biggest problem was
that unlike other headworks,
the Harike headworks were

sans any grooves where
alternative steel gates could

be inserted temporarily,” -

said an official.

Rust had damaged the old -

gates that these could not
be removed for over S1X
decades. Moreover, the

replacement of gates with-

out making alternative
arrangements could have
played havoc with hives of

people along Sutle],” said -
KS Pannu, Principal Secre-

tary, Irrigation.
A Vishakhapatnam- based

company specialising in .

pontoon bridge technology
has come to the rescue of
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the problem. Now, pontoon
gates would be installed .
during the replacement of .

the rusted gates.

“The replacement would

cost around Rs. 14 crore and
the exercise would be com-
pleted by September,” said
Pannu.

“The water hycinth would
be removed by a nNew
machine being imported for
Rs 2.5 crore, he added.

The department was also

trying to control the growth
of water haycinth with the

help of weedicides.
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Water ﬂows over the Khodshr dam aftar heavy rain in Karad Maharashtra on Monday PTI
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12 killed as rain wreaks havoc
in Assam, MP. Maharashtra

NEW DELHI, JULY 11

Incessant monsoon rains
wreaked havoc in parts of
the country today, killing
seven persons in Madhya
Pradesh, four in Maharash-
tra and one in Assam.

The northern states, howev-
er, witnessed fluctuating
monsoon activity with heavy
rains lashing some parts of
Rajasthan and Uttar
Pradesh, Delhi getting light
rainfall and Haryana and
Punjab experiencing dry
weather conditions.

Madhya Pradesh has
reported seven more flood-
related deaths since yester-
day. The toll in rain-related
incidents in the state has

now mounted to 22. Five per-
sons each have died 1n
Bhopal and Jabalpur and
three in Vidisha. One person
each was killed in Raisen,
Rewa, Sagar, Mandla, Tikam-
garh, Seoni, Damoh, Sehore

and Agar-Malwa districts, an

official of the Chief Minis-
ter's Office said.

The government agencies
leading relief and rescue oper-
ations have escorted 7,000
people out of flood-hit areas.

Meanwhile, four persons

were Killed and as many

injured in incidents of house

collapse due to heavy rains in
Maharashtra's Nandurbar

district that received 390 mm
of rains since yesterday.

Nashik was battered by
incessant rains and received
a whopping 1,899 mm of pre-
cipitation. Due to the down-
pour, the water level in Gan-
gapur dam, which supplies

-drinking water to Nashik, has

risen to 47 per cent.

The Godavari river, which
flows through Nashik, is In
spate and raging flood waters
have submerged many tem-
ples located on its banks.

One person was killed after
being swept away by flood
waters in Assam's Morigaon
district while the situation in .
five other affected districts
remained ‘"critical". About
1.35 lakh people have been
hit by the floods. — PTI
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MUMBAI/GUWAHATI/

| UCKNOW: At least four
people were killed as heavy
overnight rain lashed Maha-
rashtra, while flood situa-
tion in Assam worsened on
sunday with massive infra-
structure damage in the
state.

According to reports reach- -
ing here from Chandrapur, a
car carrying four people was
- washed away in an overflowing
nalla, While the car and two
dead bodies were recovered,
searchis on to find the two pos-
sible survivors.

A woman in Chandrapur
died in an incident of wall col-
lapse, while two youths who
had gone to enjoy rain at the
backwaters of Irai dam in
Chandrapur, went missing. An-
other women died in wall col-
lapse in Asalgaon in Buldhana
district.

Several areas were flooded
:n Maharashtra, including
Nashik city, the twin districts
of Gadchiroli-Chandrapur in
Vidarbha region and the
coastal Konkan belt.

Many temples at Ramkund
:n Nashik city were half sub-
merged as the Godavari river
flowed in full force. At least half
a dozen four wheelers were
washed away as water levels in-
creased in Ramkund. Two per-
sons, who were caught in the
currents, were rescued by the
civic authorities. The area re-
' ceived between 80 to 100 mm
rainfall in six hours.

According to skymetweath-
er.com, Maharashtra has re-
ceived very good rainfall. “At
present, it is only central Ma-
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WATER ALL AROUND:

Afl

harashtra which has received
10% less than normal rainfall
in the state,” it said.

After a day’s respite, flood
situation in Assam once again
showed signs of worsening on
Sunday. Lakhimpur and Dhe-
maji districts were the worst
hit. Chief Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal has instructed all the
departments concerned to
gear up relief measures in
food-hit areas as over 1.35lakh
people are still reeling under
the fury of flood.

The chief minister reviewed
the flood situation with senior
officialsin Guwahati on Sunday

qs well.
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A man talks on pho at afi
sSunday. PTi
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above danger level in Jorhat
and dhubri. Six districts in As-
sam - Lakhimpur, Dhemaji,
Morigaon, Barpeta, J orhatand
Golaghat have been ravaged by
flash floods. About 174 villages
have been inundated.

As many as 10 relief camps
across the state are housing
about 1,400 people displaced
by floods. The SDRF and
NDRF units have been sent 10
the vulnerable areas, SOUrces
said.

People displaced

As the Ganges is rising
throughout its course from
Noida to Ballia in Uttar
Pradesh, people from the low-

lying areas in several cities on’

it hank have started shifting
to safer places. +

Further, flood situation
worsened in Banda district af-
ter waters from the swollen
Ken river inundated large
tracts of land displacing thou-
sands of people.

According t0o SOUrces, the
Ganges has been rising at Bal-
lia, Ghazipur, Varanasi, Alla-
habad and other places follow-

 ing incessant rains. In Varanasi,

the rising waters have inundat-
ed the ghats forcing shifting of
the Ganga Aarti venue.
Ghaghra river was also rising
:n Barabanki district and peo-
ple from the low lying areas
have started shifting to safer
places.

In Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan told reporters o
Sunday that the death tolls
have reached 15, reports PTL.

The chief minister had said
on Saturday that there had
been eight deaths due t0 the
heavy rainfall that 1s affecting
the state. On Sunday, he added
that the flood has claimed 7
more people.

The chief minister on Sun-
day also convened a meeting
of top officials in the state, in-
cluding Chief Secretary Antho-
ny de Sa and Director General
of Police Rishi Kumar Shukla.
During the meeting, the Chief
Minister ordered that all 51 dis-
trict collectors and health offi-

cials in the state should be alert ™

ro deal with the flood situation,
and extend help to people 1n
distress. Clean drinking water
should also be provided t0 the

Harnai receives
2,800 mmrain

Harnai near Dapoli town
of Ratnagiri districtin
Maharashtra received
massive unprecedented .
rainfall, DHNS teports
from Mumbai. Since July
1. in the last ¥ days, it has
received 2,839 mm
rainfall, according to data
collected by the Mumbai-
based Regional
Meteorological
Observatory of the IMD. .
Last year, 1,872 mm -
rainfall was recorded
during the same period.
“Yes, this place has been
receiving very good
rainfall” K S Hosalikar,
Deputy Director General

" of Meteorology, told DH.

people living In the camps, he
said.

MD’s Bhopal Centre Direc-
ror Dr Anupam Kashyapi said
very heavy rains are likely to
lash Indore, Ujjain and
Hoshangabad divisions.
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BENGALURU, DHNS: A few
places in the state continued
to receive moderate to
heavy rainfall on Sunday.
Uttara Kannada district re-

 ceived moderaterainfallon Sun-

~ day. For the last couple of days,
~ the rains had receded here.

Sirsi, Siddapura and Haliyal
received moderate rainfall,
while it drizzled in Bhatkal and
Mundgod. The skies were over-
cast in most of the places of the
coastal regi

Uttar Kannada district has re-
ceived 152.9 mm of rainfall in
the last 24 hours.

With Kodagu district experi-
encing good rainfall, the Haran-
gi reservoir attained 2,856.2 ft
on Sunday, prompting the Ha-
rangi division irrigation author-
ities to let out 3,000 cusecs of
water into the river by opening
all four crest gates. The maxi-
mum level of the dam is 2,859
ft. The inflow was 8,460 cusecs.

Napoklu, Bhagamandala and
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Torrentlal ralns Iash Belagaw dlstrlct

almost full level of 2,856.2 ft on Sunday, water was released

from the dam. oH PHOTO

Talacauvery experienced good
rainfall.

On the other hand, intermit-
tent rain lashed Dakshina Kan-
nada district on Sunday. With
heavy rain lashing Kalasa, Be-
dakki Halla, a tributary of River
Bhadra, overflowed.

Heavy rains lashed Belagavi

city on Saturday night which left
several low-lying residential lo-
calities inundated.

The rains lashed the entire
night and the ¢ity continued to
receive showers on Sunday. The
roads in the low-lying areas
were seen flooded.

Water gushed into the base-
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ment of various apartments and
people had a tough time drain-
ing out the water. Heavy rain
was also reported in other parts
of the district.

Due to heavy rain in the
catchment area of Rakkaskopp
reservoir, the dam on which the
city is dependent for its water
requirements, witnessed an in-

~ crease in the water level by 2.6

feet in the last 24 hours.

Intermittent rains lashed sev-
eral parts of Shivamogga dis-
trict on Sunday. Shivamogga,
Bhadravathi, Thirthahalli,
Hosanagar and Sagar received
good spell of rains throughout
the day.

The water-level in Lingana-
makkidamroseto1,773.70 feet
against the maximum level of
1,819 feet as the catchment area
received good rainfall. The n-
flow of water into the dam was
5,828 cusecs and outﬂow was
389 cusecs.

DH News Service
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Nashik: Incessant rain in the
past 48 hours surpassed the av-
erage July rainfall in Nashik
within ten days. It was also the

‘highest recorded rainfall wit-

hin 24 hours for the month ¢f
July inadecade.

The Godavari river, which
runs through the city, was in
spate after eight'years with the
water touching the danger
mark, the blue floodline, by
4.30pm on Sunday. |

Nashik city received
184.4mm rain between July 9
and July 10 (up to 5.30pm), the
highest in 24 hours according
to the Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD). From
8.30am to 5.30pm on Sunday,
thecity received133.3mm rain.
IMD data said 130mm rain was

recorded in 24 hours on July 2,

2007, while 80.1mm was recor-
ded on July 30, 2014.

The water level in the Godas
vari on Sunday rose quickly
Four vehicles were washed
away in the flood water, while
the fire brigade personnel re-
scued two persons trapped In
ihe flood water. A source said

this was the first time that the
river had risen withoutrelease

of water from Gangapur dam.
The Nashik Municipal Corpo-
ration has warned residents in
the low-lying areas of theriver
to shift to safer zones. -
Meanwhile, vehicles wai-
ted in serpentine queues on
the waterlogged Mumbai-Ag-
raand Nashik-Punehighways,
after the heavy rainfall. High-
'way police officials, Nashik di-
vision said potholes intheghat
section had caused the slow-
down of vehicular movement.
~ Waterlogging on the road
p! entﬁd motorists from gau-
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Chandrapur: Six people were
washed away in a flooded nui-
1ah and a river in separate inci-
dents in the district in the past

24 hours. Four persons, inclu-

ding two women, Were swept
away with their car in the over-
flowing Kinhi nullahon Ballar-
pur-Kothari road on Saturday

A_di_ a Waikul

JTapteomn!!

A car in which fouf teachers were
travelling was-swept away in an
overflowing nullah -

FEel——— i i

evening, whiletwo youths were -
drowned in Irai river near Irai

~ dam on Sunday evening.

~ According to official sour- -
ces, director of "the Uma-Ma-

‘heswari Convent inKotharivil-
.lage Sachin Govindwar, along
" with teachers Karan Kawle,

Sandhya Rajurkarand PujaRa-

17 ’
3

\r were out seeking child- -

H

hik and (right) a man rides through a fio
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oded road in the city

ren for admission to their scho-
ol. While crossing the overflo-
wing Kinhi nullah, Gonvind-
war lost control and the vehicle
was washed away into the nul-
lah. The families of the four, fi-
1ed a complaint with the Kotha-
ripolice. CCTV footage failed to
provide any clue. The submer-
ged car was discovered afterthe
watersreceded. Disastermana-
gement officer Nilesh Teltumb-
desaid ateam wassentto Kinhi

nullah on Sunday morning. Re-

scue workers retrieved
bodies using a boat-and the fo-
urthisyettobefound.

In the other incident, two

~ youths swimming near lral
dam-drowned on Sunday eve-

ning, A rescue team was sent o
the spot after adistress call was

“on to trace theni. In the last 24

hours, the district received ato-

~tal of 888 mm rain, at an avera-
- geof 59.22mm. Reportssay that
¢t houses have collapsed comp-

Fl

letely or partially afterthérain
- in Saoli
the Wardha-and Wainganga ri-

tehsil. Villages along

vers are bn alert following the

—— —

Kolhapur
also shatters
rain record

Atul Deshpande

Mahabaleshwar received 174
mm rainfall in 24 hours till
Sunday morning, leading to the
Venna Lake overflowing |

Kolhapur: The rainfall on
Saturday in Kolhapur was
the highest in 24 hours in a
decade for July.

The city had received
105mm rain in the 24 hours
till 8.30am on Sunday, data
from the India Meteorologi-
cal Department, showed. It
had rained 174mm on July 26,
2005. The heavy showers cau-
sed Panchganga river to rise
by 15 foot in 24 hours. Kode
dam has been releasing wa-
ter at the rate of 569, cusecs
addingto Panchganga’s volu- -
me. The district administra-
tion has alerted the villages
on the banks of Panchganga

H
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A road IS damaged due to by heavy ramfall in Fuzhou Chma
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DC CORRESPONDENT .
: HYDERABAD, JULY 10

W in Hyderabad and at
" many places across
Telangana, even as gates
were opened on some
projects.
Ramagundam record-
ed 6 cm of rain followed
o SR s by Nizamabad at 2.2 cm.
"~ Three gates of the Komaram Bheem project (top) in Asifabad mandal were opened to let off soon was active over
excess water. The water collects in the project from the catchment area. Water also began Telangana but not over

flowing in the Kuntala falls, also in Adilabad district, a tourist attraction. — DECCAN CHRONICLE AP. The IMD warned of
| | | ; T | - heavy rainfall at isolat-

o e ed places in Adilabad,
g & Nizamabad, Karimna-
gar, Warangal and
. Khammam districts.
~ As per AccuWeather,
on Monday, Hyderabad
will experience continu-
ing cloudy and breezy
weather with light rain-
fall lasting for less than
two hours.
A report from
- Karimnagar said 17 vil-
lages in Mahadevapur
mandal were isolated
and Godavari was
e R swelling with heavy
L o ek e S LR inflow near the temple
S towns of Dharmapuri,
Manthani and Kalesh-
- waram, following inces-
sant rains. A few dilapi-
dated houses caved in .
owning to the continu-
ous downpour.

) * ’ .
— . .
: EN

......... 1 T LT

-
ek
1t

e LRI
T TN
r:ﬁl:?l . f“ :':ljl b 1|

[y o e
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VELLORE: Weeks after the Andhra
Pradesh government raised the
height of a check dam across the
Palar near Pullur panchayat, ac-
tivists are claiming that the gov-
ernment has increased the
height of another check dam,
this time on the western side of
Kangundi village, Kuppam man-
dal of Chittoor district.

Palar activists A. Asokan and
A.C. Venkatesan, who visited the
check dam site on Sunday, con-
firmed that the height has been
raised. A few weeks ago, the
Andhra Pradesh government
raised the height of the check
dam near Perumpallam by 10
feet, prompting protests from
Tamil Nadu. The Palar flows for
33kmin Andhra Pradesh.

“This check dam is located in

e ind,
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RAGING CONTROVERSY: The work was allegedly 'cérried out over three
months and completed 15 to 20 days ago. — PHOTO SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Palaru village. This is on the
west of Kangundi village and is

nearly half a km away from the ried out over three months and
village,” said Mr. Asokan, district ~ completed15to 20 days ago. “We

() =y 2024

member of Reversal of Ecology
Committee. The work was car-
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spoke to people there, and some
of them told us that this was for
, the project to bring Krishna riv-
er water here.”
- The activists said the check
dam can store at least four tme of
water. Mr. Venkatesan, secretary

. of Vellore District Palar Paadhu-

kaapu Sangam, claimed that the
Andhra Pradesh Forest Depart-
ment was planning to construct
check danis at five places across
two tributaries of the river.

‘Will affect farming”

“If this continues, agriculture
will be badly hit in Vellore dis-
trict. The State government
should take immediate steps. If
Krishna water is being brought
to Kuppam, the Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister should take mea-
sures to bring it to Vellore,” he

added.
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K. Raju

KODAIKANAL: Owing to poor
monsoonand rapidly deplet-
ing storage level in the dam
near Kodaikanal Observato-

ry, water crisis has returned

tothetown. |
Many streams on the up-
per and lower Kodaikanal

hills are dry. At present, resi-

dents of the town get water
once in eight days and others
living in the upper ridge ar-
eas get water once in 10-12
days. With poor storage in

the dam, Kodaikanal Munici-

pality has been struggling to
maintain supply to residen-

tial areas as it solely depends

on bore wells near the lake to
‘meet drinking water needs.
“We do not know how long
these sources will help,”
worried municipal officials.
With good flow of tourists

The  frond

DEPLEmlE S'IDRAGE. Demand for drlnkmg water has lncreased

mantfolqwngt&the rapid increase in population and a

‘during holidays and week-
ends, water requirement of
hotels and restaurants had
not come down till now, they

added. The demand for
drinking water has increased

manifold in the last few dec-

ades owing to rapid increase
in population and quantum
jump in arrival of to ltpsts to

JI It

- quantum jump in the arrival of tourlsts

the hill station. With a total
ban on sinking borewells in

eftect, residents use the wa-

ter supplied by the munici-
pality for all purposes.
“Water supply has not
been made to several wards
for the past nine days. How
can we store so much water
needed for a week?”, asked

720 /6

Paul Raj, aresident. |
Cashing in on the situa-
tion, some private water sup-
pliers have gone to the extent
of diverting drinking water
supplied from Kodaikanal
lake to other purposes.
Monsoon failure was not
the only reason for water
shortage. Large-scale de--
struction of marshy grass-
lands in catchment areas of
the supply dam in the name
of development, encroach-
ment and proliferation of

‘mono crops have damaged

the ecosystem severely, envi-
ronmentalists said. |

Empty promises

Leaders of various politi-
cal parties promised imple-
mentation of Gundar scheme
during every election. But
their promises remained on-
ly on paper.
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17 die as rain lashes M.P,

NEW DELKE: There was no let-
up in flood misery in Madhya
Pradesh and Assam with the
death toll climbing to 17 on
Sunday while heavy rains
lashed parts of Rajasthan as
the northern limit of mon-
soon crossed Jodhpur.
- While monsoon contin-
ued to be active over Maha-
rashtra, Goa, ‘Telangana,
north interior Karnataka and
Kerala, it was a sultry day in
the national capital with
maximum temperature set-
tling at 36.7 degrees.Celsius.
Seven died due to floods in
Madhya Pradesh in the last
24 hours. On Saturday, Chief
Minister  Shivraj  Singh

Chouhan had confirmed.

eight deaths-in incidents re-
lated to heavy downpour in
the past couple of days.
- India Meteorological De-
partment Bhopal Director
Anupam Kashyapi told PTI
that heavy to very heavy

rains were likely to lash In-
dore, Ujjain and Hoshanga-
bad divisions, besides some
parts of the State capital on
Monday. |

Rajnath promises help
Union Home Minister Raj-

nath Singh spoke to Mr
Chouhan and assured him of

all help in rescue and relief

operations.
In Assam, Brahmaputra
waters have submerged 60

per cent of the Pobitora

Wildlife Sanctuary located
in Morigaon district and
damaged around 50 per cent
infrastructure of the world’s

densest habitat of the Great

The Assam Tribune { Guwahati )
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Indian 'one-homed

rhinoceros.

- Two persons were washed |
away in Assam on Saturday.

Over 1.35 lakh people have
been affected in the districts

of Lakhimpur, Golaghat, Mo-
rigaon, Barpeta and Jorhat.

Chief Minister Sarbananda

Sonowal reviewed the
situation. |
Grim situation in Odisha

In Odisha, heavy rainfall is
likely at some places due to a
low pressure area formed

/(g //H;)I{C(

Water from the .

Brahmaputra has
submerged 60%
of Pobitora Wildlife

Sanctuary

over Jharkhand and adjom-
ing areas north Odisha. It
asked fishermen not to ven-
ture into sea in view of rough
weather condition. -

In Rajasthan, at least three

places got rains ‘in excess of -

10 cm in the last 24 hours

corded at

The Deccan Hearld ( Bengluru )

....ﬁmww%m@mm/ @ AFT AHTD

Hindustan Times ( Delhi )
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ending 8.30 a,m. on Sunday.
Maximum rainfall was re-
Jhalawar (23 cm)
followed by Bakani (15 cm)
and Jhalarapatan (10 cm).
- Heavy rains drenched
parts of Himachal Pradesh
and more rainfall is predict-
ed in the coming week. Jub-
bar Hatti received 21 mm of
rains and Dharamsala 18 mm
since Saturday.

However, 1n Haryana,

Punjab, ‘and Chandigarh,

there has been no significant
rainfall, leading to a rise in

'NO RESPITE People trave! ona horse cart through a flooded road on the banks of the Ganga in Allahabad on Sunday. — PHOTO: REUTERS

mercury level during the past
few days.

Hisar in Haryana was the

hottest place in the two

States recording a maximum
temperature of 38.6 degrees
up two notches
against normal. Day temper-

Celsius,

atures in West Bengal re-

mained below 35 degree Cel--
sius on Sunday with light to.
moderate rainfall in many

parts of the State. Kolkata re-

corded 32.6 degrees Celsius

with cloudy sky and ramfall
of 8.9 mm. — PTI

B 0L P T D ) S



| 21 ditorial publisheo on
News em/ietier/articiel/editorial publien —
Nzv Bherat Times (Hinat)
Punjab Keshari (Hindl)

Hindustan Times
Siatesman

The Times of India (K.D

indian EXpress
Tribune
Hindustan (Hindi)

PR

) The Hindu
Rejze

Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald

than Patrika (Ringl)

——— A —

aﬁd documcmcd at Bna

——, i

aIn

Seven die in
M.P, four in
Maharashtra

NASHIK: Incessant monsoon
rains wreaked havoc in sev-
eral parts of the country on
Monday, killing seven per-
sons in. Madhya Pradesh,
four in Maharashtra and one
1n Assam.

The northern States, how-
ever, witnessed erratic mon-
soon activity with heavy
rains lashing some parts of
Rajasthan and Uttar Pra-
desh, Delhi getting light rain-

fall and Haryana and Punjab.

experiencing dry weather
conditions.
Four persons were kﬂled

four others injured in a

house collapse due to heavy
rains in Pachora Bari village
in Nandurbar district of

‘North Maharashtra,- which
- recorded 390 mm rainfall in
the last 24 hours.

Train derails

Four coaches of Surat-

Nandurbar passenger train
derailed after soil beneath
the tracks was washed away.
Western Railway sources
said today. No casualty has
been reported in the mishap

In Nashik district, pound-

ed by a continuous down-
pour for the last two days, a
record 1,899 mm rainfall was
recorded in the 24 hours end-
ing 8 am on Monday. Water
level in the Gangapur dam,
the main source of drinking
water for Nashik, rose to 47
per cent. Other reservoirs al-
so recorded a substantial in-

crease in water levels.
“While 22,000 cusecs of

.. ,
~eireth(English)& Publicity o Section, CWC.

water was released in the
Godavari river, 9175 cusecs of
water from Darna dam was
released since Sunday,” a re-
lease from Weather depart-

ment said. Gates of the
Palkhed left canal and of Go-

- davari right and left canals

were opened due. The Goda-
vari river, which runs
through Nashik, is in

spate
and flood waters have sub-

merged many temples on the
river banks.

Pune dams fill up
Madhya Pradesh has re-

ported seven more flood-re-

lated deaths since Sunday
with the toll going up to 22.
The government agencies
have evacuated 7,000 people
from flood-hit areas.

Heavy rains in and around

continues; Godavari in spate

| DEEP TROUBLE: A view of the flooded Arjunariverin Rajapur, in the Konkan region of Maharashtra, on Monday. — pHoTo: P1

Pune over the last few days

have raised the water level in’

the four dams that prov1de
water to the city.

One person was swept
away by flood waters in As-
sam's Morigaon district
while the situation in five
other affected districts re-

mained ‘critical’. About 1.35

lakh people have been hit by
the floods. — PTI
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making finds no easy
answers to flooding

Geography, absence of a sewerage system and
recent encroachment leave/Guwahati vulnerable

SAMUDRA GUPTAKASHYAP

GUWAHATI, JULY 11

FOR NEARLY a week now, at least two local-
ities in Guwahati, Anil Nagar and Nabin
Nagar, have beenalmost entirely submerged
— not by the waters of the Brahmaputra but
because of artificial flooding caused by heavy
rains and complicated further by a poor
drainage system.

Residents of the two localities are being
provided food and drinking water by the au-
thorities while the NDRF and SDRF are using
boats torescue and transport them. In many
other localities, residents are suffering flash
floods and waterlogging, something not
heard of in Guwahati say 25 years ago.

Guwahati, said to be the country’s sec-
ond oldest continuously inhabited city, and
described in the national Act East Policy as
India’s Gateway to Southeast Asia as well as
Southeast Asia’s Gateway to India, has been
selected as one of the 100 Smart Cities being
developed. Guwahati Metropolitan
Development Authority’s vision statement,
which describes the city as one of the most
admired state capitals of India, envisages
24x7 drinking water, a proper stormwater
drainage system, a modern and scientific
sewerage system and improved public trans-
port and traffic infrastructure.

The fact is that only.25% of Guwahati's
residents get piped drinking water, while no
organised sewerage system exists.

With the PWD and the municipal corpo-
ration raising the levels of roads almost every
year, thousands of houses have been left at a
lower level. Many of the city’s tin-roofed sin-
gle-storey houses, called Assam-type, have
become unusabile, as have the ground floors
of hundreds of double or multi-storey build-
ings. In the absence of any sewerage system,
residents’ headaches multiply when septic
tanks too get submerged in flash floods. And
when the waters recede, it brings skin dis-
ease, fever, jaundice and various other wa-
ter-borne diseases.

“Guwahati is a bowl-shaped city where
water stagnation is a natural phenomenon.
Rains bring down a lot of silt from the hills,
which in turn quickly fills up the city’s drains.
Dumping polythene bags in drains is also a
major reason for the choking of drains. We
need both short-term and long-term meas-
ures to tackle this problem,” admits state
chief secretary V K Pipersenia.

“While Guwahati has been blessed by na-
ture with a number of hills and beautiful
wetlands, there has been massive encroach-
ment on the hills and wetlands, thus leading
to floods at the slightest shower,” said con-
servationist Nandita Hazarika in a presenta-

tion at Exercise Jalrahat, the first national ex-
ercise on urban floods organised by the Army
recently after Prime Minister Narendra Modi

had unveiled the National Disaster

Management Plan on June 1.
A study by Columbia University’s Earth

Institute two years ago had identified the ab-

sence of a clearly laid-out drainage system
as one of the major reasons behind urban
floods in Guwahati, in addition to encroach-
ment of the hills and wetlands. “Drains in
Guwahati have been built by different agen-
ctes. Thus maintenance too is also vested
with different agencies,” Hazarika said.
Legislation aimed at tackling the prob-
lem — Assam Hill Land and Ecological Sites
(Protection and Management) Act of 2006

and Guwahati Water-bodies { Preservation

and Conservation) Act of 2008 — remain only
on paper. The 2006 Act blames destruction of
hill land for heavy erosion, landslides and soil
movement with rainwater, while the 2008
one says all this has been caused by en-
croachment and aggravated the problem of
artificial floods. Nearly a decade later, not one
significant eviction drive has been carried
out under these Acts. -

The government has often admitted that
over 80 per cent of the 19 hills in the city have
been encroached, and some portion of land
even regularised by influential people. The
area of the water-body Deeper Beel, the
Northeast’s only Ramsar Site, has shrunk
from about 42 sq km to less than a fourth.
just about 10 sq km, while the Barsola,

~ Sarusola and Silsako beels too have shrunk

rapidly in recent years.

Encroachment by a large number of pri-
vate individuals is one thing; the state gov-
ernment too has allotted land to many pub-
lic and private institutions and firms in the
wetlands. A youth hostel, for instance, was
constructed on the Barsola Beel in the 1980s,
while the government allotted land to
Bhupen Hazarika, Assam Tennis Association,
Asam Sahitya Sabha, Ginger Hotel, OKD
Institute of Social Change and many other
Institutions on the Silsako Beel. |

Hundreds of industries, warehouses and
multi-storey apartment buildings, mean-
while, have wiped out the most part of
Deeper Beel. |
- Meanwhile, the government has pro-
posed expansion of Guwahati's metropoli-
tan area from the existing 328 sq km to about

- 3,471 sq km. This envisages inclusion of over

1,000 villages and 30 urban centres spread
over 15 revenue circles in six districts —
Kamrup (Metro), Kamrup, South Kamrup,
Nalbart, Darrang and Morigaon. A Metro rail-
way too has been proposed.

There is very little mention of how to re-
duce Guwahati's annual flooding.

Nei Duniya (Hindi)
the Times of Indiz (A)
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