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sodwaters recede |

A DELHI: Floodwaters re-
.ded further in Bihar on
Wednesday while several vil-
lages in Uttar Pradesh stare at
a deluge-like situation, prompt-
ing the administration to alert
the army.

Heavy rain lashed the na-
tional capital on Wednesday
evening leading to traffic snarls
and high relative humidity. The
maximum and minimum tem-
peratures were recorded at
35.3 and 27.5 degrees Celsius,
both a notch above normal.

In Uttar Pradesh, the Gha-
gra, Sharda and Ganga are Cl-

ther flowing above their re-
spective danger marks or near
as over 50 villages have been
affected due to floods.

The army was alerted to re-
main on standby as the situa-
tion worsened in Baranaki, af-
fected by the Ghagra
floodwaters.

Meanwhile, the flood situa-
tion in Bihar improved further
with water receding in most of
the rivers, and only Purnea dis-
trict is currently facing flood
sitnafion.

with no reports of fresh
deaths, the toll remained at 95.

— e —— e ey —
-

n Bihar, rise in ur

Except for the Kosi in Baltara
in Khagaria district, all rivers
are flowing below the danger
level.

The number of blocks af-
fected by the floods came down
to three on Wednesday and the
number of marooned villages
reduced to 18.

Rain was also recorded in
most parts of Punjab and
Haryana with Mohali receiving
the highest rainfall at 37 mm,
while Chandigarh received

25.6 mm.

Several places in Chandi-
garh and Mohal witnessed

touches 7

Army, NDRF carry out
rescue operations

JAIPUR, DHNS: Lifere-
mained standstill in Ra-
jasthan’s Pali, Chittorgarh
and Bhilwara districts on
Wednesday as there was no
relief from torrential rain,
with flood-like situation
prevailing in many areas.

Teams of Army, NDRF and
SDRF carried out rescue works
as scveral thatched houses col-
lapsed in different parts of
Bhilwara district and nearby
villages.

The death toll has reached
seven, including six kids
drowned in Barmer on Tues-
day. A 25-year-old man was
swept away by heavy flow of
water on the bank of a river in
Pali district. According to De-
tence PRO Lt. Col V K Ojha,
Army's three columns, that
have been deployed so far, re-
mained on standby. Minor as-
sistance was provided near
Bhilwara for bridge repair at
Saroha and Pandher.

Chief Minister Vasundhara

Raje, while returning to Jaipur
from Dungarpur, also under-
took an aenal survey of flood-
hit area in Bhilwara and Chit-
torgarh on Wednesday
afternoon. She directed the dis-
trict authorities to be alert and
provide all possible assistance
and relief to the people.

Rajasthan Home Minister
Gulab Chand Kataria visited
Chittorgarh while Public
Health Engineering Depart-
ment Minister Kiran Mahesh-
warl took stock of the situation
in Bhilwara. Kataria told re-
porters, "The situation is under
control in Chittorgarh. The as-
sessment of losses is being
done and the state government
will, under norms, provide help
and assistance to the affected
families.”

In Jaipur, normal life was
crippled as the city witnessed
heavy downpour resulting in
waterlogging in most parts.
Commuters were stranded for

hpurs as roads turned into
rivers.

power outage for several hours,
causing inconvenience to peo-
ple.

Odisha, where most parts
have been experiencing heavy
rain for the last three days, is
likely to receive heavy rain cou-
pled with gusty surface wind
on Thursday as a depression in
the region has intensified over
Bangladesh.

Under its impact, rain or
thundershower is likely to oc-
cur at most places over north
Odisha and many places over
the southern parts of the state.

PTI
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River Krishna, tributaries
continue to be In spate

BELAGAVI:River Krishna
and its tributaries Doodgan-
ga, Vedaganga continued to
be in spate in Belagavi dis-
trict on Wednesday.

However, the water flow in
the rivers has marginally re-
ceded following decrease in the
outflow from the reservoirs in
Maharashtra.

As many as five bridges con-
tinued to remain under water in
Chikkodi taluk. Traffic on these
bridges has been affected for the
past couple of weeks. Mean-

while, Belagavi city received light
rains on Wednesday.

On the other hand, with the
release of 2.30 lakh cusecs of
water from the Almatti reser-
voir, vast tracts of land in sev-
eral villages on the banks of
River Krishna have been inun-
dated. Farmers said that their
crops were being destroyed
whenever water is released
from the dam every year.

They have sought the gov-
ernment to declare their land
as submerged permanently or

pay suitable compensation for
crop loss.

The present rate of compen-
sation — Rs 1,000 to Rs 4,000
per acre — do not cover even
the money spent on growing
crops, they said.

The Almatti dam had
reached the maximum level of

518.40 metres. The Sheelahalli

bridge in Lingsugur taluk of
Raichur district continued to
remain under water for the
second day.

DH News Service

—The Deccan Hearld ( Bengluru )
The Deccan Chronical ( Hyderabad )

Central Chronical { Bhopal )
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| Avendor prepares corn for sale during the rain at India
. Gate in New Delhi on Thursday. TRIBUNE PHOTO: MANAS : |
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- MIDC refuses to shut Backwater -
dam gate of river for search 0ps

Aashish Gharat

Umesh K Parida 3

Mumbai: The MIDC authoriti-
es refused to close the backwa-
ter dam gate of Savitri river for
two days claiming that it would
ut pressure on the gates and flo-

od the nearby villages.
The Raigad district admini-
stration had asked the MIDCto [ i e T S5
shut the gates so that the rescue i T .
teams could access the inacces- L e g
sible areas of the rivernear the
collapsed Mahad bridge. N — T e T T
“The MIDC-built backwa- Rescue teams look for bodies in Savitri river in Mahad on Wednesday
ter dam is on upstream Savitri " ' T o S
river, 15km from Mahad bridge. thedam,” said Mahad subdivi-  dam for two days. Reduction in
Closure of the gate will wash sional officer Sushma Satpute.  water flow will allow us carry
away the bund due to water NDRF s5th Battalion Pune out search operation in the
pressure and flood a few villa- Commandant Anupam Srivas- 150m inaccessible portion close
ges. We do not want to take 3 tava said, “The district admini- to the bridge.” No body was fo-
risk..MIDC officials have told stration was approached to und in the river during the se-
us that it is not possible to close shut the gates of the backwater arch operationson Wednesday;
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MA\’HFM ON
" THE STREETS: 5
(Top) People i3
removeacot
= fromtheir
- flooded house
in Allahabad;
(Left) A man
pushes his
bike on a wa-
teﬂoggedroad
after heavy
rain in Ahmed- E
abad on
Wednesday.
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‘Pattas given dur
ime led to 2015 flood”

Mlmsters say encroachments were Iegallsed to beneﬂt those close to party

| SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

CHENNAL: Re]écting the alle-

gation of the DMK that re-
lease of water from Chem-
barambakkam = caused
flooding in Chennai in De-
cember last, Revenue Min-
ister R.B. Udayakumar told
‘the Assembly that granting
pattas to encroachers of wa-
terbodies was thereal cause
of the problem.

“All norms were thrown
to wind and rules violated
when the DMK govern-

ment implemented the one---

time regularisation scheme
under which pattas were

granted. Even income limit |

‘was not followed in identi-
fying the beneficiaries,” Mr.
Udayakumar alleged.
Intervening during a de-
‘bate on demands for grants
for social welfare, Mr.
Udayakumar said that
though only those who had
lived 10 years on poram-
boke land were eligible for
pattas, the period was sub-

sequently reduced to five

T BT UL Ry b ok ! = —

"bmg D

f&egedrst ( gacaT )

over 1,800 pattas were is-

sued to encroachers of a

waterbody in Tiruvallur.
When former Revenue
Minister 1. Periyasamy was
allowed to explain the DMK
government’s stand, he said
that the 10-year period was
reduced to five years and
three years following a de-
mand from members of the
Assembly. “The flood was
caused by the release of wa- -

- ter from Chembarambak-

kam,” he said. -

- 'DECEMBER DELUGE: Rules were wolated when the DMK

government implemented the one-time regulansatl on
scheme, Ministers allege. —FILE PHOTO -

years and then to three )
“It is done only to benefit

those who are close to the
DMK. Encroachers of wa- -
terbodies were also granted |
pattas and it caused flood-

ing during monsoon,” he
said. Finance Minister O.

- Panneerselvam and High-

ways Minister Edappadi K.
Palanisamy also cited ex-

amples to reiterate that en-
croachments on waterbo- :

'r"| f—ﬂ"'ﬁ r

dies were to be blamed for
the flooding.

“Even in my constituen-

cy, pattas were issued to en-

croachers of a lake who had
constructed houses in the

middle of the waterbody,”

‘he said, pointing out that
the Supreme Court had to

intervene- and stopped
granting pattas to en-
‘croachers of waterbodies.

' Mr. Palanisamy said that

r
- am—gp s T [P I ) . #---- - -r -

graveyar
-relative of former Minister

However, Mr. Udayaku-

mar said the erstwhile
‘DMK government was be-.

hind the demand for reduc-
ing the period and ordinaty
people were not benefitted
from the scheme. -
At this juncture, Flshenes

~ Minister D. Jayakumar said

that a piece of land used as .
d was given to a

K.P.P, Samy, who vehement-
ly rejected the allegation.
“Let the Minister submit
proof for his allegatmn ” he



