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CAUVERY WA|"[ER

Supreme Court agreed to con-

duct an early hearingon Monday

on Karnataka’s application
seeking a direction to reduce
the quantum of water to be
released from Cauvery river to
Tamil Nadu from 15,000 cusecs
to 1,000 cusecs.

The Supreme Court’s decision
to hear the plea, filed late on
Qaturday evening, came after it
was mentioned before the court’s
registry which consulted Chief
Justice TS Thakur.

In its plea, Karnataka has
sought modification of the
apex court’s September 5 order
for release of 15,000 cusecs of
water for 10 days as immediate
relief to Tamil Nadu farmers.

Karnataka’s advocate VN

registry on Sunday and it would
be heard on Monday at 10.30am.
Karnataka’s decision to
move the Supreme Court
comes ahead of the Cauvery
Supervisory Committee’s meet-
ing on Monday to decide onthe
quantum of the river's water to
be released to Tamil Nadu and

apex court should restrict
the release of water to only 6
as the state itself was facing
o distress situation due to a
massive agitation which was
causing a loss of X500 crore pe
day to Karnataka. |
In the plea, Karnataka has
said there was “huge public
pressure” and the state police,
with great difficulty, have been
able to prevent attempts to dam-
age public property. |
«Even the minimum arrange-
ment mentioned by your lord-
ships has caused distress and
havoc in the entire southern
part of Karnataka, paralys-
ing civil life. The agitation of
farmers I s -been that their
dry crop is equalled with that
of the farmers in Tamil Nadu.
Tamil Nadu’s need for the rice

crop consumes more than twice

. the water which s needed for -
light crops in Kgrnataka," the
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NEW DELHI: The state gov-
ernment on Saturday
rushed to the Supreme
Court seeking immediate
hearing of its plea to restrict
the release of Cauvery wa-
ter to 10,000 cusecs per day
for six days only.

The state government COfl-
tended that Karnataka is facing
a distress situation and is suf-
fering a loss of Rs 500 crore
per day due to the massive
agitation.

Karnataka sought modifica-
tion of the apex court’s dSeptem-
ber 5 order asking the state to
release 15,000 cusecs of water
for 10 days as an immediate
measure to help farmers in
Tami Nadu. The state govern-
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ment’s counsel filed the appli-
cation before the Supreme
Court registrar, who is likely to
register it on Sunday. -

The state maintained that
the farmlands coming under
the four reservoirs in the Cau-
very basin of Karnataka re-
quire about 40 tmcftby the end
of October, but storage as of
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Water flows from KRS on Saturday. oH PHOTO
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State rushes to SC
seeking cut in outflow

Cauvery, from Page 1

The balance water to be en-
surced at the inter-state border
measuring station of Billigund-
luis 1.15,549 cusecs in the next
six days.

Inits interim order, the apex
court also directed Tamil Nadu
to approach the supervisory

committee, set up to imple-
ment the award of Cauvery
Water Disputes Tribunal
(CWDT), seeking the release
of Cauvery water as per the fi-
nal order. The supervisory
committee headed by Union
Water Resources Secretary 1
scheduled to meet on Monday.
DH News Service
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now was only 39 tmcft.

The water expected to be re-
leased by Karnataka is
1,50,000 cusecs at the rate of
15,000 cusecs in 10 days, and
the record showed that be-
tween September 5and 10, the
state has released 34,529
cusecs. '

» Cauvery, Page 12
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BJD plans ralhes agamst Polavaram Xy \:

STAFF REPORTER

BHUBANESWAR: The ruling Biju = [l e
Janata Dal (BJD) on Sunday  SiEFgatees;
announced to stage massive - "<& ep :
demonstrations against exe- Ry

cution of the Polavaram mul-
ti-purpose irrigation project
by the Centre and Andhra
Pradesh governments even as
the matter was pending be-
fore the Supreme Court.

The project would sub-

merge 15 revenue villages and.

10 habitats, displacing 6,818
villagers, mostly tribals, from
thelr ancestral land, senior
BJD leader Surya Narayan Pa-
tro said addressing a press
conference here on Sunday.

The project would also
snatch livelihood from trib-
als, said Mr. Patro.

Although the Odisha gov-
ernment had time and again
drawn the attention of the
Centre for reconsideration of
the project in view of adverse
impact on tribals, the State’s

plea was never given due em- -
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‘ﬁﬂPﬁP PGLAVARAM' Senlor BJD Ieader Surya Narayan Patro

Moreover, permission
from the Union Ministry of

Tribal Affairs is a prerequisite
for any project that affects -

vast tribal population, but in
case of Polavaram, the project
executing authority never felt
necessary to do so before go-
ing ahead with the project,
sa_td the BJD leader.
The B]D demanded that

- the permission granted by the

MoTA on April 17, 2007
should be scrapped and the’
height of the embankment be.

 addressing a press conference in Bhubaneswar on Sunday
- PHOTO: BISWARANJAN ROUT

‘brought down. |
“Since Independence, Od-

isha has been constantly ig-
nored by the successive cen-
tral governments. Polavaram
is another project in which
the Centre has overlopked

our interests. When the mat-

ter is pending before the apex

The party has decided te

stage a massive demonstra-

~ail

istry to do so.

thIl before Raj Bhawan here
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demonstrations would be
held in seven southern Od-
isha districts on the same day.
" The State government said

it would wait for the direction

of the Supreme Court to con-- -
duct public hearing for con-
struction of protective em-
bankments along river Sabari
and Sileru as part of Indira Sa-

~gar DPolavaram project to
avoid

submergence even

though the Centre had been

insisting to do so. - |
The Odisha: Government

through the State Pollution. -

Control Board, has already
conveyed to the Ministry of
Environment and. Forest and
Climate Change that it would
not hold public hearing for
the controversial Polavaram

| .. project.
court; the Centre has taken

biased stand and extending -

its unwavenng support to the

- project,” said Mr. Patro.

- The Centre has been ask-

ing the Odisha government to
expedite conducting public

hearing as Andhra Pradesh
has been requestmg th
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Men rldlng a scooter ShlEld themselves with an umbrella on Saturday durmg the rain °
in Hyderabad. - DC

Heavy rains likely in AP,
Telangana, warns Met

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 10

MODERATE RMN IN cm

Heavy rainfall has been _‘ TH_E CITY ®w FORECAST FOR
forecast for Telangana received |Ig_ht to ; the city - one or two
state and coastal AP in the moderate rain on | spells of heavy rain
next three days. A fresh gaturday due to the | likely to occuron

ﬁ‘é‘i,le‘i‘;;ced“f;“lﬁ“goﬁ?f cyclonlc circulation Sunda with gener-

west Bay of Bengal which over the north west | ally cloudy sky.
is ezgpected toleadtorain-  Bay of Bengal. The  Hy derabad too is
fall in the two states. total average rain- . mcluded in the

Interestingly, most of -
the weather Systems in fall received in the heavy rain warning

July and August formed cityis44mm : for the next 3 days

in the north-central Bay
of Bengal. They are now  8.79 mm i West Mar redpally

forming in the western
part of the sea. | ~ ? 75 mm Uppal :
The local weather 6.75 mm |Bandlaguda

_bureau sald the Cyc]_onlc o
system was moving west- 5025 mm Trlmulgherry

wards and would crossthe ~ &« 060 mm Shapur, Kapra, Bollaram

coast. It would cause rain- __________________________..._.__

fall in most parts of | | | , S

coastal AP and all over In rains so far this month. ramfall The circulation

Telangana state. - Coastal AP and will give moderate to
. Telangana is facing a Rayalaseema have heavy rain in coastal AP

shorfall of seven per cent . recewed above normal ‘during the next 24 hours

il will —ull -l
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MANDYA, SEPTEMBER Q

AROUND 3 PM on Friday,
Prakash Gowda, a farmer in
Doddamalagoda village near
Mandya town, was busy super-
vising the release of Cauvery wa-
ter into his 1.5-acre paddy farm,
All round him, farmers were do-
Ing the same — checking the wa-
ter channels into their fields,
With Karnataka releasing
Cauverywater toboth Tamil Nadu
and the Gauvery delta farmers in
Mysore and Mandya regions, the
water, released on Thursday from

KRS dam some 50 km away, .

reached the farms ip
Doddamalagoda Friday afternoon,

“Iwastaking partina protest
over release of water to Tamil

3
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Anirrigation canal that Q}
carries water into paddy VY
fields in Doddamallagoda \O

village of Mandya. Express

Nadu when [ heard KRS water

had reached our farms I reached

here immediately.. the crop has
sprouted and it now needs am-
ple water,” said a beaming
Prakash Gowda.

Barely 10 km away, the water

channels from the Cauvery are
alldry and farmers are fumingin
villages such as Hitnahallj in
Malavalli taluk of Mandya.

“It takes about three days for
water to reach our village, We
left-our land fallow this year be-
cause we had learnt there could
be a shortage of water, And it is
too late now (for cultivation)..we
have to look at other sources of
Income,” said Nanjunde Gowda.

. At Mikere village near

- anger among Mandya farmers

Mandya, Rudrappa, 52, standing

guard at his 2-acre paddy field

filled with water, said “After re-
leasing water to Tamil Nadu they

(government) are now saying
they will give'water to locals

farmers. Had they said this ear-

lier, more farmers wotuld have
cultivated their land this mon-
SO0n season.” |

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
Blitz

i

Bengaluru: Karnataka CM

'Prime Minister Narendra

CM writes to PM
Siddaramaiah wrote to

Modi Friday and sought his
Intervention. He asked
Modi to convene ameeting -
of the chief ministers of the
two states to resolve a dis-
pute over sharing Cauvery
water, which has come to 3
boil on account of water
shortage in the river's
catchment areas due to
deficit rains.
‘Siddaramaiah wrote
that the dispute, if allowed |
to simmer, could hurt
Karnataka's economy, espe- -
cially the IT econlomy. ENS ,

/
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Monsoon

VIBHA SHARMA

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 11
After raining havoc over

~many parts mid-way through
the season, the four-month

Southwest Monsoon seems to
have retreated in its last leg.

‘During the week ending
September 8, the country
registered an overall 16 per
cent deficiency, fuelled by 50
per cent shortfall in north-
west, 38 per cent in central
parts and 30 per cent in
south where, incidentally,
two states — Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu — are locked in
a bitter water war, the under-
lying cause of which, many
feel, is continuing monsoon
deficiency.

The IMD expects June to
September rains to pick up
over many parts of central
and adjoining north peninsu-
lar India from September 12,
though whether it will make

‘up the deep shortfall in some

parts, including Karnataka,
remains to be seen.

Tha Tira o el

The Telegraph ( Kolkata )
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Tyihar |2 Sc/ﬂ(
retreats In its

last leg, rainfall deficit 16%

Reservows:tuatlon |mproves bamng Kamataka TN

Northwest whlch has done
comparatively better this sea-
son with a two-per cent sur-
plus to date, may also see

light rainfall over many parts

from September 12 onwards,
says the IMD.

Though a better monsoon
this year has nnproved levels -
-of the 91 major reservoirs of -

India, those in the southern

~region are still not as good as

the average storage of past 10

‘years during the correspon-

ding period.

The southern region has 31
reservolirs under the Central
Water Commission in

Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,

. vAumbai )

| Karnataka Keralaand'l‘amﬂ

Nadu. Currently, they are 44
per cent full of their total live
storage capacity -

This is an improvement
over last year when the stor-

" agewas 32 per cent, however,

1t is far less than the average
storage of past 10 years dur-

ing the conespondmg period,

~ 'whichis 72percentofthe]1ve

storage capacity, -

~ In other words, better rains
this year have improved
water levels in ' parched
southern parts but the situa-

t1orris not as good as it should

have been had the rains been
well distributed. . .

—
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Evolve Cauvery 9”}
distress formula ¥

The unresolved dispute over sharing of Cauvery

river waters with the neighbouring Tamil Nadu
has once again come to haunt Karnataka. With
the failure of monsoon this year, Karnataka was
already reeling under a severe water crisis and a heavy
demand on its scarce reserves was the last thing it
wanted. But, with the Supreme Court directing the
state to release 15,000 cusecs of water per day over
the next 10 days (around 13 TMCft or thousand
million cubic feet), Karnataka has begun complying
with the order “with a heavy heart, despite severe dis-
tress and hardship” being faced by the state. Karnataka
has done well to honour the judicial order. The decision,
however, has caused a lot of heartburn among farmers
in the Cauvery basin, who had been told last week
that water supply to their standing crops on 20,000
acres was being temporarily suspended to conserve
water for drinking purposes. The state government
has since reversed this decision. Emotions are running
high and the road traffic between Bengaluru and My-
suru has been disrupted by angry farmers. The state
government has appealed for calm, which should be
heeded and there should be no room for violence.

The crux of the problem is that the Cauvery Water
Disputes Tribunal which took 16 years to come up
with its final award in 2007, failed to evolve a ‘distress
formula’ to be adopted during years of water shortage.
When there is bountiful rainfall,
I nobody complains and in fact, a lot
- | of fresh water drains out into the
M S€Q, as it happened in 2014. Kar-
SRERA nataka has faced one of the worst
| droughts this season and KRS,
the main reservoir, has only 17.86
TMCHft as against its full capacity
of 47 TMCft with bleak prospects
of any additional inflow until next
June. As Cauvery is also the main
source of drinking water for a pop-
| ulation of around 130 lakh in Ben-
galuru, Mysuru and other urban
pockets in the region, the state may
BRI De forced to adopt curtailed sup-

3 | HIm i plies to tide over the situation. _
Covering L., YIS _ Now that the Supreme Court is
- seized of the matter, it should go beyond issuing
interim orders. The Tribunal had asked the parties to
the dispute to share the deficiency on a pro rata basis,
but did not offer a concrete formula. A time has come
for the apex court to settle this issue to the satisfaction
of all concerned. The court should ask the Central Water
Commussion, which has all the technical expertise, to
come up with a formula taking into account the water
status in various reservoirs in the Cauvery basin, and
pronounce a judicial order binding on all the states.
That, hopefully, will remove some of the uncertainties.
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Fresh trouble on the Knshn

Tribunal verdict on jurisdiction will be challenged by riparian sta
BIFURCATION -

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 8

The extended Krishna
Tribunal on Thursday
reserved its orders to
determine whether the
fresh  allocation of
Krishna waters as stated
In Section 89 of the AP
Reorganisation Act was
applicable to TS and AP
or was to be extended to
all four riparian states
inciuding Karnataka and
Maharashtra.
Arguments over the
controversial issue by all
the four riparian states
as well as Centre con-
cluded on Thursday and
Justice Brijesh Kumar,
chairman of the Krishna
Tribunal, announced
that 1t would deliver the
verdict in three weeks.
As per indications, all
the four riparian states
are separately planning

3
Covering L., YIS

to challenge the verdict
In the Supreme Court.

After repeated remin-
ders, the Centre submit-
ted before the Tribunal
that Section 89 of the
bifurcation Act would
only apply to TS and AP

The Reorganisation Act
states the Krishna Tribu-
nal would be extended to
decide on distribution of
Krishna waters among
the states. There was no
clarity on whether it was
applicable to AP and TS
or all the four states.

The Justice Brijesh
Kumar Tribunal had ear-
lier announced a final
award replacing the
Bachawat Award and
had made allocations of
Krishna  waters fto
Karnataka, Maharashtra
and united AP in 2013.
The Supreme Court, on a
Special Leave Petition
filed by the then AP gov-

TROUBLES_
# Bifurcation Act

sald Krishna tribu-

nal would allocate
river water, did

not specify if it
covered only AP
and TSor
Karnataka, _Mah a-
rashtra as well.

- Centre says it is

limited to AP, TS.

t: Tribunal has to:
decide whether its
new award will
cover two states
orfour.

ernment, had stayed pub-
lication of notification.

The stay is still in place.

DECCAN CHRONICLE

After bifurcation, TS

‘had filed a- complaint

with the extended tribu-
nal for a review of its
award, claiming it had
been discriminated

‘against since the forma-

tion of AP in1956. - -
The residuary AP gov-
ernment had also sought
a review of the award
alleging that justice was
not done to it. It said
Karnataka and Mahara-
shtra were given en bloc

“allotments in Krishna

while undivided AP was
denied the same.
Maharashtra and
Karnataka had moved
the Tribunal stating that
it should allot water to
the. two Telugu states
only from allotment
made to united AP, and
should not drag them
into the fresh distribu-
tion plea since every-
thing had been decided

e —————en i .., N R By s .

3,

by the Tribunal in 2013.
Almost two and a half
years later, on Thursday,
all the four state govern-
ments and the Centre
concluded their replies,
counters and arguments

before the Tribunal.
Now the question
before the Tribunal

whose verdict is consid-
ered equal to a Supreme
Court judgement, is
whether Section 89 of AP
Reorganisation Act will
apply to two or four

states.

According to sources, if
1t decides it is confined to
the two Telugu states,
both states will challenge
it in the apex court. In
case the Tribunal states
that it is applicable to
four states and orders for
a review of water alloca-
tion, Karnataka and
Maharashira will
approach the apex court.
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to work
out water

sharing /"

Permanent formula
SOON to tide over crises

Ajith Athrady

NEW DELHI, DHNS: With in-
ter-state disputes over shar-
ing of river waters on the
rise, the Centre is working
on a permanent distress
sharing formula to tide over
failure of rainfall or low
storage in reservoirs.

Umon Water Resources Sec-
retary Shashi Shekhar, in his
recent presentation to officials
of the Prime Minister’s Office
on water and related issues,
stressed the need for a distress
sharing formula in the event of
low water storage in dams.

A comprehensive distress
sharing formula taking into ac-
count rainfall, storage in reser-
voirs, drinking water needs,
ground water table in river
basin areas and cropping pat-
tern, besides diversion of water
by upper riparian states, is be-
ing prepared by the Ministry
of Water Resources, a senior
official of the Ministry told DH.

There is no distress sharing
formula at present among
states at loggerheads over shar-
ing of water, but in crisis situa-
tions the Central Water Com-
mission recommends sharing
of available water among the

states in dispute. “Instead of an
ad hoc formula, the govern-
ment wants permanent solu-
tions based on scientific data,”
said the official, adding that if
required the relevant Act will
be amended. If permanent dis-
tress sharing formula exists,
needless litigation over sharing
of water in crises could be
avoided, the official noted.

“Ina good rainfall year, there
is no problem. Problems arise
when there is deficient rainfall.
We must be ready to tackle the
situation when there is failure
of rainfall,” he said. .

The Cauvery Water Dispute
Tribunal (CWDT), in its final
award on sharing Cauvery river
water among Karnataka, Ker-
ala, Tamil Nadu and Puducher-
ry, had suggested adopting a
scientific method for collection
of data of water, including rain-
fall in the catchment areas of
rivers. Though the CWDT had
said riparian states should
share the water proportionate-
ly in distress years, it did not is-
sue any guidelines for distress
sharing. The draft National
Water Framework Bill pre-
pared by Ministry of Water Re-
sources emphasises on resolv-
ing water disputes at an early
stage through negotiattons.
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of Water says K rur am 1
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT -no legal powers to put pres-
. sure on State govemments.‘--- L
_ I:HENNAI DMK 1eader M. Ka- ,I.n Chief Minister Jayalalith- .
runanidhi on “Gaturday  aa’s words it is a ‘toothless
~ urged Chief Minister Jayala- i iger’,” he said and -called

lithaa to file a review pet-

' jtion in the Supreme Coutt

geeking a direction to Kar-
cftof .

nataka to release 96 tm

‘Cauvery water and for the

Committee ' within
| tuneframe o
“There is no pomt in rely-

'mg on the Cauvery Moni-
toring Committee as it has

11011

‘Mr.

State government ‘should
~ not fully accept the -direc-
tion of the Supreme ! Court
~ to Karnataka.
- tmcft of water -an
 file areview petition as Kar-
- nataka also would file a re-

the Chief Minister to-
_adt)pt a tl'anspareni: ap-’*:i,_-u
..pmach on the issue. _

He pomted out that Kar-
nataka Chief Minister had

" convened an all-party meet-
“ing to discuss the
- led a delegahon to meet
. ‘Prime ;Minister ‘Narendra
“Modi to present

issue and

the case of
his State.:

Karunanidhi said the _ “He. also held an urgent

meeting of the State Cabinet

-----

" keenly

view petition in the Su-' |

preme Court.

and shared “information

_ _:"Imththemedla.ButmTamll
to release 13: _Nadu one has 0 ‘wonder
d should ‘whethera govemment isin

“place at all. The farmers are

‘watching ‘the next
move of the State govern—
ment,” he sald *

The Deccan Hearld ( Bengluru )
The Deccan Chronical ( Hyderabad )
Central Chronizal ( Bhopal )
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KriSHNADAS RAJAGOPAL

NEW DELHI: Succumbing to po-
litical pressure and the wave

‘of public protests, the Karna-

taka government on Satur-

~ day filed a plea to modify a
Supreme Court order direct-

ing it to share Cauvery water
with distressed neighbour
Tamil Nadu. -

In a move depicting its ur-

gency, the Karnataka govern-
ment’s legal team knocked

| on the door of the Supreme
Court ‘Judicial Registrar’s

( Karnataka seeks change in 5C order

The plea, for an urgent

hearing in the matter, will be

placed before Chief Justice
of India T.S. Thakur, who in
all likelihood would refer it
to a Bench led by Justice Di-
pak Misra. N

Interim order

It was _']usticé_" ‘Misra’s
Bench which had on Septem-

ber 5 passed the interim or-

der for release of 15,000 cu-

secs of Cauvery water to

TamilNadu. -~ =

Karnataka flaivjrérs ﬁem |

I

September 10.

on leave on both September
13and 4. o
The application said that

66,000 cusecs of water had

-~ already been released to Ta-

mil Nadu as a goodwill ges-
ture from September 5 till

It said the water is for stor-

- age purpose in Tamil Nadu
‘while Karnataka is reeling

under a drinking water cri-
sis. The application-said the

‘order had caused great dis-
- tress to the public and ordi-

. -

nary farmers of Karnataka

home around 10.30 pm. and - the extra mile to-have the wasinaturmoil. . .-
handed over its modification  petition heard urgently be- | | -
application to the official. cause the Supreme Court is

Tamil Nadu has
of Tanﬁl-Nadu-ha_d suffi- ‘ sufficient _SUPDIY of

It said the samba region

: ; of ground wa- TR N |
cient supply of grouna w. ar oundwater for

ter for cultivation. _ water 10F
“The apex court had o= | samba cultivation, -
dered Karnataka torelease . say’s petition B

15,000 cusecs of Cauvery

water for a period of10 . . S
days to the State 1o feedits apex courts 11_1t24:::r*s.'_eltzat@tlvr;}ﬂll,f _
parched agricultural lands to release .50-'05f, _tmpK f
‘n the “interests of justice.”  Cauvery water from kar-

. ’ ire It d
| o3 direct  nataka’s reservoirs. It ha
The decision to du aka of di-

nataka to .part With accused Karpataka Of </~

| E%OO cusecs otP water for  verting precious r{i\}cz ;::r

the stipulated period came  ter meanpsg,bz a fai"m ver
shortly after the apeX for Tamil  Nacu 1a" °

during distress years 10T

undeclared projects in vio-

1ation of the final orders of

the -Cauvery ~Water Dis-

' ribunal in 2007.°

" court had urged it to em-
 brace the principle of “live -
. and letlive” Ithad advised
Karn to take steps to. Cauver
ataka to psto e es Tribun

release Cauvery water to’ s et the'
eS8 - Tamil Nadu to ~ The application s&%.- -~ -
distressed Tarr Gtate had . not.even T€= -

tho latter continue to . Otate BT 8 oy -

help the latter SORRRRE 19\ eived the 10 daily/month-

The court noted that Ta- .1y releases of Cauvery - «

e co O Wffered def- ~ ter for the months FrOF

3 mil Nadu had S . Tune August 19, 2016,
Covering L., YIS icit for _three '-Stral.gh-t'- ]u'ne-l to | gu 11}], tive
Conths in June, July and  causing S seumuig v

P 7 777 - ghortfall of 50.052 tmcft at .

- August this year. .~ sho f 50,052 tmc
'f‘gﬁeTState-had soughtthe | Blhgundlu SRR |
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ry panel meets

TN Too Requests Committee To Ensure It Gets Its Share of Water Tamil student thrashed
in B'luru over FB post

TiMmes News NETWORK

Bengaluru / Mandya: The
Karnataka government 1is
working overtime to script a
fool proof legal strategy to
help it get agood deal when the
Cauvery supervisory commit-
tee meets on Monday to decide
the quantum of water to be re-
leased to TamilNadu.

“We cannot afford to
make any mistake this time.
We’ll apprise the superviso-
ry committee headed by wa-
ter resources secretary
Shashi Shekhar about the
distresssituation inthestate
and - strongly convince it
about our inability torelease

. water,” a senior irrigation

department official said.

The meeting in New Delhi
will be attended by the chief
secretaries of Karnataka, Ta-
mil Nadu, Kerala, Puducher-
ry and officials of the Central
Water Commission.

While Tamil Nadu has re-
quested the committee to en-
sureitgetsitsshareof waterin
accordance with the Cauvery
Water Dispute  Tribunal
(CWDT) order, Karnataka has

made a plea to the committee
tomodifytheorder intheback-
drop of fallingstoragelevelsin
its four reservoirs in the Cauv-
ery basin. Though there was
no official statement from the
government on its strategy,
pressure has been mounting
on the Siddaramaiah govern-

ment, especially in the back-

drop of the recent Supreme
Court directive to release
15,000 cusecs of water for ten
daysto Tamil Nadu.

The Siddarammaiah gov-
ernment came under fire for
voluntarily telling the apex
court it would release 10,000
cusecs of water to Tamil Na-
du. Kannada organisations,
which called for a Karnataka
bandh on September 9, have
given a call for arail bandh on
September 15 while the oppo-
sition BJP has started blam-
ing chief minister Siddara-
maiah for botching up the
state’s strategy intherow.

After touring Mandya dis-
trict, BJP state president B S
Yeddyurappa said: “It was
nothing but sheer negligence
onthepartof thestategovern-
ment and the battery of advo-

_Nagendm Sampathra ¥

Protesters stage a dharna hear Mysuru Palace on Su nday,
demandmg that Karnataka stop release of Cauvery water for TN

cates who are arguing on be-
half of the state in the Cauv-
ery river case that has trig-
gered the current turmoil.
The state government should
have convinced the court of
the water shortage instead of
agreeing to release 10,000 cu-
secs to Tamil Nadu.” Yeddyu-
rappa has already demanded
the Siddaramaiah govern-
ment pay compensation to
farmers in the event of a crop
losscaused by watershortage.

Joining him, BJP member
and former water resources
minister Basavaraj Bommai
said: “The supervisory com-

mittee meeting on Monday is
very crucial for the state. At
Jeast this time the state should
present all facts and figures
pertaining to the distress sit-
uation and also brief the com-
mittee about the water situa-
tion in Tamil Nadu. It’s learnt
there is no shortage of water
in four districts of Tamil Na-
du that fall in the Cauvery ba-
sin and the groundwater table
there is good too. The state
should insist that a team of ex-
perts visitsthe Cauvery catch-
ment area and take stock of
the situation before passing
anyorder.”

i

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Political leaders
in Tamil Nadu across party
lines condemned the attack
on anengineering student in
Bengaluru by a group of peo-
ple for allegedly posting de-
rogatory remarks on social
media against Kannada film
actors for their participation
in the protests over the Cau-
very water dispute.

Local police said that the
incident took place on Satur-
day near the college where
the 22-year old was studying.

A video showing the boy
being thrashed by several
men went viral on the Inter-
net and was also telecast by
local channels in Karnataka
and Tamil Nadu. AIADMK
spokesperson C R Saraswathi

told TOI, “Violence is not the

solution. People of both states
havetofaceissuesinacompas-
sionate manner” DMK MP
and party spokesperson T K S
Elangovan urged the Karnata-

lllllllllllllllllllllllll

Cauvery washes out
Kannada lit event

# ctivists of Thanthai Periyar
#% Dravidar Kazhagam (TPDK)
bargedintothevenueofa
Kannadaliterary meetat Huzur
Road in Coimbatore on Sunday
and gotitcancelled. The ac-
tivists said they woulldn't aliow
the meet when there were
protests against Tamil Naduin
Karnatakaonthe Cauvery river
row. Police rushed to the spot
and removed the activists. But
the organizers chosetoendthe
meet. About 50 writers had
participatedinthe event. Tnn

[l T R T T Y = el R R e -

ka government to take legal ac-
tion against the assailants.

Condemning the -incident,
Union minister of state for road
transport, highways and ship-
ping, Pon Radhakrishnan, and
MDMK chief Vaiko said Karna-
taka government should extend
protection to Tamil people in
that state.
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Mandya farmers try to storm KRS reservoir

Karnataka bandh peaceful Mysuru comes to a halt; peOpIe stranded in Bengaluru airport

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

MANDYA/MYSURU/BENGALURU:
Mandya district, the epi-
centre of the Cauvery agita-
tion in Karnataka, saw pro-
tests‘intensifying on Friday
when the: State observed a
bandh called by many Kan-

— -

11403 orgamsatmns and

farmers’ unions. The situa-

tion reached a flashpoint
when the police burst tear-
gas shells and resorted to
lattu-charge near the Krish-

naraja Sagar (KRS) to dis-
perse a large number of

farmers who attempted to-

lay siege to the reservoir. A
few farmers even tried to
plunge into the Cauvery
elsewhere in .the district,
but were rescued.

Tension gripped the area
around the KRS for a while
when police took many
protesters into custody.
They were, however, re-
leased later.

RAF deployed

The police had put up
barricades besides deploy-
ing Rapid Action Force per-
sonnel and the civil police,
anticipating protests
around the KRS. The pro-
testers attempted to break
the police security to enter
the premises of the reser-
VOIL. The police burst a few
rounds of teargas shells to
scare away the protesters.

The entire district was
shut for the fourth consecu-
tive day on Friday. The dis-
trict has been seeing con-
tinued protests since the

Supreme Court directed

~ Karnataka to release Cauv-
ery water to Tamil Nadu on
Monday. Trafhc was com-
~ pletely blocked on the Ben-
galuru-Mysuru  National
Highway on Friday too. The
‘protesters, however, did
not stop the movement of
ambulances, sugarcane lor-
ries and bullock carts.

Bandh impact

The entire Mysuru dis-

trict came to a grinding halt

and bore the full impact of

the bandh. The bandh,
which was by and large
peaceful, evoked total sup-
port from business estab-
lishments,. chamber of
commerce and industry,
and hotel and restaurant
owners’ association, among
others.

At the Kempegowda In-
ternational Airport in Ben-
galuru, parking lots and
pick-up and drop-off lanes
were unusually empty, in

stark contrast to the wait-
“ing area , which was bus-

tling w1th people. Though
the airport functioned on
Friday, the absence of trans-
port saw hundreds of peo-

. ple stranded with no way to

get to the city.

For Kai Aunze from Ger-
many, his first visit to Ben-

galuru entailed a long wait
at the airport. Scheduled to

‘through- |
wards Old Madras Road.
However, there were multi- fligh
ple road blocks by activists

start an mternsh1p with a

“private company at Elec-
tronics City, he had arrived

around 8 a.m. to find the
taxi stand empty. “We have
been trying to find a hotel
nearby to stay But, we can’t
find one,” he said, visibly
tired. Similarly, ‘Thupten
Gelek, - a Tibetan monk
heading towards Byla-
kuppe, attempted to engage
a taxi, in vain.

For those who managed
to find a cab driver brave

. enough to ferry passengers,

albeit for a premium, there
were multiple ‘hurdles
along the way. Hari Prasad,

-who works at a hotel, had
arrived from Vishakapat-

nam by flight. He managed
to find a driver willing to
drive him and others to Old
Airport Road for Rs. 700
each. The driver decided to
take the “back route”
Devanahalh to-

Police use batons to stop farmers as they try to enter into the KRS dam during the Karnataka
Bandh against the Supreme Court order to release Cauvery water to Tamil Nadu. — PHOTO: PTI

that saw Mr. Prasad bemg
stranded in rural Bengalu-
ru. It was only after the po-
lice dispersed  the protes-
tors, that they were able to

take another circuitous

route to the city.

Vehicle pile-up

To add to the chaos,
many travellers anticipated

problems in getting to the

airport and ended up arriv-
ing - hours before their
scheduled flight. Traffic po-
lice said there was a vehicu-
lar pile-up for kilometres
between4am.and6am.

~ Even though their flight-
to Riyadh was to takeGffon

Friday afternoon, M. Pra-

deep and his friends ar-

rived at the airport from
Kozhikode at 7 p.m. on
Thursday.

“We thought we would

rather wait at the airport
through the night than take

the chance of missing-our

t.” he said.

With hundred.é waltmg -

convene a meetmg ef
Chief Minsters of
Tamil Nadu and.

Kamatakatoresglve .

13
2 B
E
%

create a serious 1mpact
op the State’s.economy,
particularly IT, which
rings enormous
revenue tothe
-country”.
~ *“Under similar -
- circumstances of
deficit flows, the
Supreme Court b7

0 der, WhJCh Was ﬂén
duly donetothe .. .

 satisfaction of all
parties,” the Chlef o
Minister said ina lett&t.

at the airport, officials -ar-
ranged for chairs. The pres-
ence of heavy security en-
sured that there were no

untoward incidents but a

small ‘groyp of protesters
were allowed to -sloganeer
for a few minutes at the air-
port before they were dis-
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Monsoon retreats in its

lastleg, rainfall

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 11
After raini havoc over
many parts mid-way through

the season, the four-month

Southwest Monsoon seems to
have retreated in its last leg.

During the week ending
September 8, the country
registered an overall 16 per
cent deficiency, fuelled by 50
per cent shortfall in north-
west, 38 per cent in central
parts and 30 per cent in
south where, incidentally,
two states — Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu — are locked in
a bitter water war, the under-
lying cause of which, many
feel, is continuing monsoon
deficiency.

The IMD expects June to

September rains to pick up

over many parts of central
and adjoining north peninsu-
lar India from September 12,
though whether it will make
up the deep shortfall in some
parts, including Karnataka,
remains fo be seen.

Covering L., YIS

plus to date, may also see

light rainfall over many parts

from September 12 onwards,
says the IMD. -

Though a better monsoon

this year has improved levels
of the 91 major reservoirs of
India, those in the southern
region are still not as good as
the average storage of past 10
years during the correspon-
ding period. |

The southern region has 31
reservoirs under the Central

Water Commission iIn
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,

deficit 16%
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Northwest, which has done
comparatively better this sea-.
- son with a two-per cent sur-

Nadu. Currently, they are 44
per cent full of their total live
storage capacity.

This is an improvement
over last year when the stor-
age was 32 per cent, however,
it is far less than the average
storage of past 10 years dur-
ing the corresponding period,
which is 72 per cent of the ive
storage capacity.

In other words, better rains
this year have improved

‘water levels in parched

southern parts but the situa-
tion is not as good as it should
have been had the rains been
well distributed.

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
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4.1 quake jolts Delhi ,

\\
NEW DELHI: An earthquake Delhiang the National Capital
measuring 4.1 on the Richter Region. |

scale hit Jhajjar in Haryana Tremors of the quake, which

on Saturday, the India joltedHaryanaatB.s'?PM, were
Meteorologijcal department also felt in the national capital

(IMD) said. and neighbouring Noida and
The quake occurred at8.57 Gurgaon.

pm with a depth of 10 km, There were no immediate

India Meteorologica] depart- reportsof any casualty or dam-

ment said, . age to property.
The tremors were felt across PTI AND IANS

—ﬁ_
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Rain in Kodagu, Uttara Kannada dists
5 s

MADIKERI/MANGALURU/
KARWAR, DHNS: Kodagu
district received an average
of 6.65 mm rainfall inthe
last 24 hours.

Madikeri taluk received the -

highest of 12.5 mm rainfall fol-
lowed by Somwarpet taluk —
3.88 mm and Virajpet taluk —
3.57 mm.

Dakshina Kannada district

did not receive rainfall. Mean-
while, some taluks in Uttara
Kannada district, including
Karwar and Honnavar, re-
ceived good rain on Wednes-
day. Yallapur received rain for
sometime.in the aftertoon.
The water level at Supa
reservoir stood at 544.76 me-
tres as against the maximumn
level of 564 metres. The inflow

‘Shivamogga

| ——

of wat cusecs. Mod-

erate rain lashed some parts of .
district on ;

Wednesday.

Shivamogga, Bhadravathi,
Hosanagar and Thirthahalli re-
ceived rain in the monung for
a while. Water level in Lin-
ganamakki dam rose to
1,794.30 foot against the max-
imum level of 1,819 feet.




/ited
time
b in

"WW.
edu.

sipal

Sri
ate
’/1

023

News item/letter/article/editorial published on

Hindustan Times
Statesman

The Times of India (N.D.)

Indian Express
Tribune
Hindustan (Hindi)

Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)
Punjab Keshari (Hindi)

The Hindu

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald

1375'3 r//(-‘, _inthe

- M.P.Chronicle
A aj (Hindi)

Indian Nation

Blitz

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC.

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)

Cauvery water dlspute K’takamoves SC

SNS & PTI
New Delhi, 11 September

the Supreme Court seek-
ing modification of its 5
September order for releas-
ing 15,000 cusecs of water for
Tamil Nadu farmers and
sought urgent hearing on its
plea seeking restriction of
the quantum of water to be
released from River Cauvery
to Tamil Nadu, from 15,000
cusecs to 1,000 cusecs.

The application filed late
last evening has also sought
modification of the apex
court’s 5 September order in
which it directed release of
15,000 cusecs of water for 10
daysas an immediate relief
to Tamil Nadu farmers.

Karnataka’s decision to
move the Supreme Court
comes even as the Cauvery
Supervisory Committee is
meeting here tomorrow to
decide on the quantum of the
river’s water to be released
to Tamil Nadu and other
states.

The application has
sought that instead of 10
days, the apex court should

3
Covering L., YIS

holiday:

Karnataka has stated
that there has been huge pub-
lic pressure and the state
police, with great difficulty,
have been able to prevent

 JREE AR V2 ttempts to damage public
NI \  Property.

The apphcatlon states

~\that “Even the minimum

. arrangement mentioned by

restmct the ﬂow of water only
for 6 days as the state itself
was facing distress situation
in view of massive agitation
and loss of Rs 500 crore per
day.

The application has
sought that instead of 10
days, the apex court should
restrict the flow of water only
for six days as the state
itself was facing distress sit-
uation in view of massive
agitation and loss of Rs 500
crore per day.

When contacted, advo-
cate V N Raghupathy said,
“We are trying to get the mat-
ter listed for an urgent hear-
ing.” The early listing of the
matter is important as the
courts are closed for the
next two daysonaccountof

your lordship has caused dis-
tress and havoc in the entire
southern part of Karnata-
ka, paralysing civil life. The
agitation of farmers has
been that their dry crop is
equalled with that of the
farmers in . Tamil Nadu.
Tamil Nadu’s need for the
rice Crop consumes more
than twice the water which
1s needed for light crops in
Karnataka,” the applica-
tion said.

The application has stat-
ed that people, particularly
farmers have been squatting
on the roads and streets,
affecting theIT industry in
Bengaluru which earnsrev-
enue as income tax, service
tax, and foreign exchange of
USD 60 billion to the
country.

B0Y ASSAULTED,
OUTFITS DISRUPT
LITERARY MEET

Coimbatore, 11 September: Me-
mbers of a Tamil outfit
today disrupted a meeting
of a Kannada literary organ-
isation, to protest the alleged
beating of a 22-year-old
Tamil youth in Bengaluru
over his Facebook post on the
Cauvery issue, police said.

Members of the
Thanthai Periyar Dravida
Kazhakam reached the hall
where a meeting of the
SamaKkalina Kannada
Ilakiyam was held and
raised slogans stating that
they will not allow the meet-
ing to be conducted as a
youth was allegedly beaten
by Kannada activists. They
tore the banner of the
llakiyam put up in front of
the hall but dispersed after
policereached the spot. The
meeting was also cancelled

after the incident, police
said. di
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Dead fish found
floating on polluted
Varthurlake ot

BENGALURU: Many dead cat
fish were seen floating on the
polluted Varthur Lake, in East
Bengaluru on Wednesday.

- Experts point out that this
was.an sign that the lake is be-
yond repair now. But officials
said they were unaware of the
fish kill.

Jagadish Reddy Nagappa, a
resident of Varthur said he
found dead catfish floating on
the lake during his morning
walk on Wednesday. The water
level in the lake had dropped
and there was_an increase In
solid waste floating on the lake.
A lot of plastic was floating on
the lake because ragpickers
throw unwanted waste into the
lake, he said.

The Bangalore Develop-
ment Authority (BDA) is the
custodian of the 445.8-acre
lake. Officer Shivashankar said
he was unaware of any fish kill
in the lake. “I am not aware of
the issue. The government
gives funds to develop the lake.
Pollution should be managed
by the Karnataka State Pollu-
tion Control Board. So far, we
have not taken up any develop-
ment work. We have told the
Bangalore Water Supply and
Sewerage Board that unless
sewage entry into the lake 1s

e

stopped, no restoration can be
done. The lake is full of sewage
and not even 10% of it is fresh
water.” he said.

G Vidyasagar, CEQO, Kar-
nataka Lake Conservation and
Development Authority said he
too was unaware of the issue.
He also expressed shock over
the presence of the banned cat-
fish. He said the matter will be
investigated immediately.

Prof TV Ramachandra from
the Centre of Ecological Sci-
ences, IISc, who studied the
lake, said this was a sign that
the lake had crossed its thresh-
old. Catfish can survive evenin
harsh environment since they
come out of the water, breathe
in, and go back into the water.
“The level of dissolved oxygen
in the lake was zero in some
places and 2.5 in other places,
against the normal value of five.
The macrophytes have covered
most of the lake leading to fish
kill,” he said.

KSPCB officials who visited
the lake said that there was no
oxygen left in the lake. Since it
rained two days ago, the dead
fish came floating to the sur-
face. A thorough investigation
and sample analysis will be un-
dertaken.

DH News Service
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Rail, air passengers
suffer in Be

They were stranded
as buses and autos
kept off the road

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

BENGALURU: Most parts of Kar-

- nataka, especially Bengaluru

and Mysuru, shut down on
Friday in response to the

State-wide bandh called in.

protest against the Supreme

Court order to release Cauv-
ery water to Tamil Nadu,

While arterial roads in Ben-
galuru were blocked with
burning tyres by activists,
there were no major incidents
of violence, and the bandh
was largely peaceful across
the State.

A large group of protesters
had to be dispersed with force
and tear-gas shells when they
attempted to storm into the
KRS reservoir premises in
Mandya district, from where
Cauvery water is being re-
leased to Tamil Nadu.

With buses, autos and cabs

off the road, and even the Ben-
galuru Metro service coming
to a standstill, hundreds of
these coming in or going out
of the city by air and rail had
to face severe difficulties.
The Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport resembled a
crowded bus terminus as hun-
dreds of passengers waited
for long hours either before or
after their flights. Even those
with late evening flights had

RAGING PROTEST: Activists ta

ngaluru

.1':' sy ;.:"-\. 1
L -] ﬁ'f'i'n . o

king part in a demonstration in

N\
N\

-

Bengaluru on Friday during a bandh against the Supreme
Court's order on Cauvery water release. — PHOTO: K MURALI KUMAR

PM gives Gowda a hearing

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Former Prime Minister
Deve Gowda met Prime Minister -

Narendra Modi on Friday evening,
ostensibly to discuss the |
agitation in Karnataka over the
release of Cauvery water to Tamil
Nadu, but told The Hindu that he
hadn’t expected any outcome as
“no Prime Minister can give an

opinion on a matter being heard
by the Supreme Court.”

“Prime Minister Modi heard
me out, but | do understand that
no Prime Minister is in a position
to advance an opinion on an issue
before the Supreme Court. |
spoke to him about his successful
participation in the G-20 summit
and the way he managed to

~ Isolate Pakistan " he said.

:

arrived early in the morning
and waited through the day.
Those who landed during
the day had to wait till 6 p.m.
when transport services re-

. sumed. The situation was

similar at key railway stations
aswell.

Meanwhile, thousands tpok '

out a march from Town Hall
to Freedom Park.

Several film stars gathered
in protest and later submitted
a memorandum to the Gover- -.
nor.
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New Delhi: Prospects of che-
ap internet data might have ta-
ken political overtones with
politicians getting into the at-
ta’ (wheat flour) verses ‘data’
debate, but availability of che-
ap and fast data has the poten-
tial to increase farm producti-
vity and farmers’ incomes.

India’s space agency Isro’s
ongoing programme of pre-
dicting site suitability for a
particular crop, cropping In-
tensity, early-season crop fore-
casting, soil texture, moisture
as well as agricultural water
management will show desi-
red results only when farmers
can access these information
on their smart phones.

“The country’s space ag-

ency canevenassess if aparti-
cular crop can be planted in a
particular site. But dissemi-
nation of such information to
each and every farmer in the
country remains a big chal-
lenge. The government’s initi-
atives through Digital India
programme will help, provi-
ded farmers can afford inter-
net data on their mobile pho-
nes and access those vital in-
puts,” said an officialinvolved
in the programme.
Thoughalotof such infor-
mation is being shared thro-
ugh various ‘krishi vigyan
kendras’ (agriculture sclen-
ce centres) across the count-
ry, farmers still don’t get fast
and accurate farm and crop-
specific solutions to their
problems on the ground.
Availability of affordable

‘Cheap data can usher in

es Aiding Farm Output Will Help Onl
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ian farmers get

information that could boost productivity at a time when the world IS
fast moving towards ‘digital farming’ where data-driven insights are
helping people improve their on-farm decision-making

data will help them get such
information at a time when
the world is fast moving to-
wards ‘digital farming’ whe-

re data-driven insights are
helping farmers improve the-
ir on-farm decision-making.
The days are not far when

green revolution 2.0

v If Farmers Can Access Such Info On Mobiles ‘
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they can send farm pictures,
including of weeds and infec-
ted portion of crop fields, to
scientists and get quick solu-
tions on their phones.

Crop science division of
elobal crop protection and se-
ed giant Bayer AG has started
testing its digital tool in India.
The idea behind ‘digital far-
ming’ is to help farmers iden-
tify pests, diseases and weeds
down to the square metre of
their farms and provide them
with solutions to enhance yi-
eld and farm profitability.

The company last week
demonstrated its ‘digital far-
ming’ tool during the ‘Future
of Farming Dialogue 2016’ in
Leverkusen, Germany. Re-
sponding to TOI's question
on how such tools would work
in India where a majority of

farmers have small landhol-
dings, head of Bayer’s crop
science division Liam Con-
don said a lot of testing was
going on to find out the rights
solution for them. Condon sa-
id the testing was being done
in India to find out how mobi-
le-phone technology could
combine with the outreach
programme and how it could
be used in smart and simple
ways to help the company sol-
ve problems of farmers.
During the Farming Dialo-
cue, experts explained that di-
gitalisation could givefarmers
timely field-level information
for selecting right inputs, in-
cluding fertiliser or crop pro-
tection dose, determining the
ideal time for crop protection
steps and recognising plant
stress factors at an early stage.
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