STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 3 October

In anattempt to prepare an action
plan for implementing Rainwater
Harvesting in the Capital, Delhi
Jal Board (DJB) in association
with Delhi Dialogue Commission,
organised a workshop to firm up
the policy document on “Rain
Water Harvesting™ on 8th October
at Delhi Secretariat.

It was decided at the workshop
that, Rainwater harvesting
requires a two-pronged approach
at micro and macro level. A combi-
nation of government push by new

regulation, rules, enforcement and
pull created by volunteers/ citizens
through ‘JalSwaraj” initiatives at
local level can lead to physical and
sustained changes. The JalSwaraj
initiative can be orchestrated by
an NGO or the local mohalla com-
mittees.

Chief minister, Mr Arvind
Kejriwal, and Chairperson Delhi
Jal Board Mr Kapil Mishra, inau-
gurated the workshop. Mr Kejriw-
al appreciated the work done in
Chennai and emphasized the
urgent need for rain water har-
wvesting for Delhi to reduce the
dependence on neighboring states

for its water needs.

He said that the workshop
would come up with a concrete
workable policy document to
implement rainwater harvesting
in an effective way.

The representatives from
BEWAs, NGOs, consumer organisa-
tions and professional water
organisations attended the work-
shop and appreciated the initia-
tive. “The workshop on rain water
harvesting reflects the comumit-
ment of the Delhi government and
the Delhi Jal Board to deliberate
upon and find solutions to facili-
tate Rain Water harvesting all

Workshop on rain water harvesting

over the city,” said DJB spokesper-
son. “The focus of this workshop
was to deliberate upon and discuss
issues related to rain water har-
vesting to ensure adoption of
Rainwater Harvesting in all the
areas of the city where the water
table has gone down.” added the
Sk esPersnn.

Stressing on the need to imple-
ment rain water harvesting, Mr
Kapil Mishra, said: “IMJB is also
looking at wider publicity which is
needed for public awareness to
enable community at large to par-
ticipate in rainwater harvesting
programimes.’”

http://epaper .thestatesman.com/c/6858122?show=print
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LEAKING | ONEY| ™ Gontractor uses poor quality material, river beautification funds swindled
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City, GHMC gear up for Dasara festivities

HYDERABAD DCT. 10

Over 1,700 Durga idols are
to be installed in the city
for Dasara with the
Navratri festvities begin-
mnE from from October 12.

10-feet Bathukammas at all
major junctions from the
fifth day of the festivities.

Over 150 hoardings will
come up greeting citizens
for the state festival. There
will be 3D lighting at the
Clock Tower and Kache-
guda on all nine days, and
special lighting on the
Tank Bund.

The job has been jointly
taken up by the GHMC and
the Buddha Poornima Pro-
ject of the HMDA, while
the urban forestry wing of
HMDA is working on creat-

the railway track, at a cost
of 50 lakh.

Over 10 varieties of flow-
ers like Senna, Ipomoea,
Katla, Teku, hibiscus. sllnk
bush, jasmine, apart
seasonal  flowers like
Gunuka (celosia), Tangedu
(Tanner?s Cassia), Banti
(marigold), Chamanti

Home Asian Age Andhrabhoomi

Fut

The Bathukamma (ghat at Hussainsagar
no step has been taken by the GHMC to clear the area

before the festival.

{chrysanthemum) are
being cultivated along the
stretch of Necklace Road.
However, the work has
been stalled asa |npe]1ne )s

ies in filth and
— DECCAN CHRONICLE

water from the Kukatpally
nalas  away from  the
Hussainsagar

Most of lhe uJols will be
lmmersed
t the NTR

being
Water Board to dwerl

Marg.

Financial Chronicle

* Algae, wastes dirty

Hussainsagar ghats

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT. 10

The state-wide celebration
of Bathukamma will start
on October 12.

Bathukamma is a floral
festival, where more than
10 varieties of flowers are
used to make a gopuram-
like structure that is imm-
ersed in water bodies.

‘There will be a procession
from the Lal Bahadur stadi-
um to the Bathukamma gh-
at of Hussainsagar to imm-
erse the Bathukammas. But
the shallow water of the
ghat is yet to be cleaned of
the algae and the waste that
has aceumulated.

GHMC officials have said
that there will be an inspec-
tion of the ghat by a com-
bined team of the HMDA,
Water Board and GHMC
officials,

‘They have also said that
the ghat will be cleaned
before Saddula Bathuk-

About Us

amma and silt will be
removed. The traffic police
will divert vehicles on the
routes for the nine-day fes-
tivities.

The public will be
informed about the tempo-
rary diversions and the
allernaliwroutes

LS. hawhan, DCP
Trait‘ic 1, Hyderabad said,

“Elaborate lrafﬁc plans
will be in place.

On Saddula Bathukamma,
the last day of the festival,
there will be processions all
over, where women will
carry the Bathukammas
and proceed towards the
water bodies while singing
praises of Goddess Gowri.

The state tourism depart-
ment has introduced four
special tour packages for
the season. These packages
will include trips to Yad-
adru Kolanupaka, Waran-

, Gadwal, Alampur,
Farhahad Mallelatheert-
ham and Srisailam.
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Bengaluru: The Bruhat Ben-
galuru Mahanagara Palike
(BEMP) will be conducting a
survey of the stormwater
drain (SWD) falling under
the property held by Many-
ata Tech Park at Veeranahal-
li, where a teen was washed
away recenthy.

The survey, which will start
soon, will include details such
asthe original alignment of the
SWD, costs involved in restora-
tion of SWD that has been en-
croached upon by the Tech
Park, among others, said Palike
officials from Yelahanka zone.

BEMP Joint Commissioner,
Yelahanka division, Sarfaraz
Khan, told Deccan Herald that
thesurvey once completed, will
abso throw ightonwhatexactly

Deccan Herald vom 11.10.2015#B

BBMP to hold survey of SWD
encroached upon by Manyata

Rainwater floods the road behind Manyata Tech Parkon
Thursday due toencroachment of the SWD. o+ pHoTo

led to the accident and viola-  waswashed awayin aSWD be-
tions made by theTech Park,  hind Manyata Tech Park on
Prakash, a 15-year-old boy  ‘Wednesday noon. According

to Palike, the SWD is connect-
ed to many lakes like Puttena-
halli lake, Yelahanka lake,
Jaklur lake, Rachenahalli lake
and Hebbal lake.

Thecivic agency hasalso an-
nounced a compensationof Rs
one lakh to the victim's family
which will be handed over
SO0,

Sarfaraz Khan said after dis-
cussing with police officialsand
BEMP higher officials, a crim-
inal case has been lodged
against the Manyata Tech Park
on Thursday. *We have also
filed a complaint with the Ban-
galore Metropolitan Task
Force (BMTF) against the
builders forencroaching upon
the SWD,” he added.

The Palike said the Tech
Pardewill have tocough updow-

ble the amount for resmration
of SWDonce the survey is over.
When contacted, Mayor B N
Manjunatha Reddy saidthata
survey was done prior to the
accident under the guidance of
Bengaluru Urban Deputy
Commissioner Shankar V.
However, the extent of en-
croachmentswerenot marked
in the survey. Hence, a fresh
survey will be conducted, he
said.

The mayor also said that
during the accident no repre-
sentarives from Manyata Tech
Park met them, which is inhu-
man on their part. “According
to information available, the
Tech Park has not paid us tax
worth crores. This will also be
looked into, by us,” he added.
DH News Service

http://www .deccanheraldepaper.com/dh/forms/page.htm#
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Deficiency of rainfall may hit rural income

e Oommen A. Ninan

AP
The weak south-west monsoon this time is particularly worrying for the economy, especially the farm sector. File photo

Even though deficiency of rainfall is likely to impact rural economy, as vulnerability of domestic farm sector continues, its impact on food
prices is expected to be less compared to the previous years.

For the second year in a row, India has had a deficient monsoon. In June, the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) had forecast 12 per
cent shortfall in rains, and the actual deficit turned out to be 14 per cent.

“The weak south-west monsoon this time is particularly worrying for the economy, especially the farm sector, because it is the third straight
shock after deficient rains in June-September 2014 and the unseasonal downpour in March 2015,” said Crisil, a leading rating agency in a
report on current year’s monsoon.

Rainfall deficiency was most acute in the north-west region at 17 per cent, followed by central at 16 per cent, south peninsula at 15 per cent
and east and north-east at 8 per cent. In the north-west and east and north-east, rainfall deficiency was lower compared with last year. But for
central India and the south peninsula, the deficiency is higher. This time, five States have seen a rainfall deficiency of 20 per cent or more.
“The sensitivity of agriculture sector to monsoon has been moderating due to continued improvement in yield, rising share of irrigation,
increased global linkages and pro-active food management policies by government, said Anurag Jha, Citi Economist, while talking to The
Hindu.

In this year, though the cumulative rainfall was 14 per cent deficient in the southwest monsoon, “the timely onset had led to an increase in
sowing of kharif crops especially that of pulses and oilseeds”, Mr. Jha added.

However, he said, due to poor rainfall after July, the water storage in key reservoirs are around 22 per cent lower than last year, which could
possibly impact the rabi crops.

According to Crisil, there are three key reasons for this year’s decline in food inflation: Proactive food management by the government by
clamping down on hoarding and allowing imports of pulses, prices of which are lower abroad; restricted hikes in minimum support prices
(MSP) contributing significantly to low inflation in food-grains; and the sharp fall in global prices of agri-commodities following a supply glut,
which kept domestic food prices low.

This is especially true of commodities such as oilseeds where global prices have fallen nearly 20 per cent so far, and, where import
dependence is almost 62 per cent.

Restrictive fiscal policy also helped in keeping demand under check.

As regards inflation, said Mr. Jha, though prices tend to be impacted by both actual and anticipated shortfall in production, “we expect the
food inflation to remain contained” on benign global prices — as seen in UN FAO index; moderate hikes in MSP; and adequate level of food
stocks.

“We expect Consumer Price Index (CPI) inflation or retail inflation to track an average 5 per cent in 2015-16 and 4.8 per cent in 2016-17,
which could open the space for further 25-50 basis points (bps) easing in 2016. Key will be further progress on fiscal and transmission front,”
Mr. Jha added. “The impact of a monsoon shock is accentuated due to high vulnerability of the farm sector stemming from disproportionately
high dependence on agriculture income, high agricultural indebtedness and farmer suicides, low irrigation buffer and poor crop insurance
cover,” said Crisil.

http://www .thehindu.com/business/deficiency-of-rainfall-may-hit-rural-income/article7750219.ece?css=print 1/2
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Almost half of India’s GDP comes from rural areas. About 40 per cent of India’s households engage in agriculture and within this group, two-

thirds are heavily reliant on it. As agriculture suffers, Crisil report says the biggest impact will be on rural demand, which has already slowed
in the past few years.

Printable version | Oct 12, 2015 1:44:23 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/business/deficiency-of-rainfall-may-hit-rural-
income/article7750219.ece

© The Hindu
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Himachal

Jispa Dam project faces opposition

HP Power Corp seeks police protection to carry out site investigation

Published on: Oct 12 2015 1:06AM

Kuldeep Chauhan
Tribune News Service
Shimla, October 11

The 260-mw Jispa Dam project at the snowbound Lahaul valley faces
tribal opposition. The dam aims at storing about 0.8 million-acre feet
of water to feed 11 major power projects downstream in the Chenab
basin.

Himachal Pradesh Power Corporation Limited (HPPCL) has sought
police protection to carry out site investigation after the HPPCL team
was not allowed to work there last month.

The Ministry of Power has declared Jipsa as a project of national
importance and had awarded it to the HPPCL about five years ago.
The dam will feed 11 major power projects, six in Himachal and five in
Jammu and Kashmir, in the Chenab basin.

A faction of tribals under the banner of the Jispa Bandh Jan
Sangharsh Samiti (JBJSS), which is spearheading the protest,
disallowed the team to work at the project site last month.

The JBJSS faction led by Ringzin Hayarpa protested at the dam site.
They have sent a memorandum to the Prime Minister, Chief Minister
and National Green Tribunal.

Tribals protest

A faction led by
Ringzin Hayarpa
protested at the dam
site

Its members have
sent a memorandum
to the Prime Minister,
the Chief Minister and
the National Green
Tribunal

They claim that the
tunnel will dry the
natural water springs
that irrigate cash
crops of peas and
potatoes

It will create scarcity
of rinking water in
Gemur, Sarangvar,
Khangsar,Kalath,
Rangrik, Kolang and
Kwuaring villages in
Jispa valley

“Our major concern is that the dam will oust 74 families of Darcha, Dangma, Sumoh, Lingchum,

Schchling, Thangka, Rangyo-Baryo villages,” said Hayarpa.

He said the tunnel would dry the natural water springs that irrigate cash crops of peas and

potatoes and provided drinking water to Gemur, Sarangvar, Khangsar, Kalath, Rangrik, Kolang

and Kwuaring villages in Jispa valley.

He said the villagers could not be resettled in the valley as other areas were glacier-prone.

DK Sharma, Managing Director, HPPCL, said tribals fear was baseless. He said he had asked the

http://www tribuneindia.com/article/news_print.aspx?story_id=144855&catid=4&mid=53
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district administration to provide police protection as certain samiti members were not allowing
them to work at the project site.

The dam would have a positive impact on the local ecology as it was a dry cold desert, he said.

“We have been asked to submit the survey report to the Ministry of Water Sources, which has
allotted Rs 7.5 crore for the project,” he said.

The project would bring in Rs 5,000-crore investment in the valley and the state had to invest only
10 per cent of the project cost while 9o per cent by the Centre, he added.

On settlement of oustees, Sharma said: “We are offering liberal packages and will not construct
tunnel as the power house will be built near the dam. Jispa village does not fall in the
submergence zone as the dam site has been pushed three km upstream.”

http://www tribuneindia.com/article/news_print.aspx?story_id=144855&catid=4&mid=53 212
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PRESS TRUST OF MDIA
Washington, % October

In amajor finding, the first
colour images of Phato's
atmospheric hazes beamed
by MASA's MNew Horizons
spacecraft show that the
iey-dwarf planet has blue
skies similar to Earth and
frozen water on its surface.

“Who would have
expected a blue sky in the
Kuiper Belt? It's gorgeous,”™
said Alan Stern, New Hori-
zons principal investigator
from Southwest Research
Institute (SwRI), Boulder,
Colorado. The haze parti-
cles themselves are likely
grey or red, but the way
they scatter blue light has
gotten the attent ion of the
New Horizons science
team. “That striking blue
tint tells us about the size
and composition of the
haze particles," said sci-
ence team researcher Carly
Howett, also of SwRIL

“A blue sky often results
from scattering of sunlight
by very small particles. On
Earth, those particles are
very tiny nitrogen mole-
cules. On Pluto they appear

5410 e multants selzed caprtured.

o
ey

to be larger but still
relatively small  soot-like
particles we call tholins,™

said Howett. Scientists
believe the tholin particles
form high in the atimos-
phere, where ultraviolet
sunlight breaks apart and
ionises nitrogen and
methane molecules and

http://epaper .thestatesman.com/c/6858263?show=print

allows them to react with
each other to form more
and more complex nega-
tively and positively
charged ions. When they
recombine, they form very
complex macromolecules, a
process first found to ocour
in the upper atmosphere of
Saturn'’s moon Titan. The

NS PErsonal DANK accounts,

FIRST COLOUR IMAGES YIELD NEW BREAKTHROUGH

NASA fmds blue skzes zce on Pluto

more complex molecules
continue to combine and
grow until they become
small particles; volat ilke
gases condense and coat
their surfaces with ice frost
before they have time to fall
through the atmosphere to
the surface, where they add
to Pluto's red colouring.
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Rayalaseema in a state of discontent

e M. Rajeev

The Hindu
The neglect of the irrigation sector could be a tipping point for fuelling yet another Statehood movement. A farmer in Kurnool district. Photo.
S.Subramanyam

A sense of alienation pervades Rayalaseema region following the non-fulfilment of promises made in the Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation
Act.

Close to a year-and-a-half after the bifurcation of erstwhile Andhra Pradesh, the Rayalaseema region, comprising four districts — Kurnool,
Kadapa, Anantapur and Chittoor — finds itself at a crossroads.

Simmering discontent is visible among the political class as well as the general people as they feel alienated from the developmental activities
in the new State which started its journey with a deficit in its finances and without a capital of its own. One of the prime factors behind the
disenchantment of the people is said to be the priority given to the Krishna and Godavari delta regions in the process of development — be it
in the setting up of the new capital or the push given for accelerated development of infrastructure and industry — ignoring areas like
Anantapur, a perennially drought-prone district with all mandals declared as drought hit for the fifth year in succession.

Promises on the setting up of institutions of national repute were made at the time of bifurcation and some of them were incorporated into
the Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act. Except for the Chief Minister’s home turf, Chittoor, which managed to get work started on some
institutions, like the Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER), Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) and Indian Institute of
Information Technology (IIIT), a majority of them have remained on paper.

The region has not seen a single major institute except for a central university coming up at Anantapur. There were hopes of Kurnool being
converted into an industrial hub, but all that the district got was an IIT while Kadapa, which hoped of housing the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS) and a High Court bench has got none till date. Other institutions — like a petroleum university, a tribal university
and industrial corridors including those that will house the prestigious petrochemical industry —ended up in the coastal districts.

Coupled with this is the emphasis on the construction of the new capital — planned as a world-class economic hub — and the government’s
failure to give a sense of ownership to the Rayalaseema region on the new capital. Not a day passes without the Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu speaking about Amaravati, the new capital, and his priorities in shifting the administration to the area
between Vijayawada and Guntur cities.

The talk of a metro rail project and an outer ring road covering the capital region and the announcements about the development planned
along the coastline has only accentuated the angst among the people in Rayalseema. Discontent is already brewing among the people of
Kurnool, the capital of the first linguistically-reorganised State in the country.

This has furthered the estrangement in the region, where there is a strong opposition to locating the proposed world-class capital in the
already developed delta region rather than the backward Rayalaseema. Leave alone the Opposition parties, the Deputy-Chief Minister, K.E.
Krishnamurthy, himself fired a salvo at the Chief Minister for giving “preferential treatment” to the prosperous coastal region. There have
been voices of dissent from party MPs like J.C. Diwakar Reddy over the lack of interest in taking up works relating to Rayalaseema.

Then, there is the dispute related to irrigation projects. The government has prioritised the Pattiseema project that caters to the needs of the
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Krishna delta, allotting close to Rs. 1,500 crore for its expeditious completion. The same is not the case with the projects like Galeru Nagari
and Handri-Neeva that are in the advanced stages of implementation and close to completion.

Notwithstanding the claims of the ruling dispensation on efforts to complete the projects catering to the Rayalaseema region, the
government’s move to shift one of the pumps from the Handri-Neeva project to the Pattiseema project to ensure pumping of water by the
scheduled date has only added insult to injury. And, there are also suspicions about the government’s intent on providing irrigation facilities
to the region, given that the orders issued on the Pattiseema project did not make a mention of the diversion of water from the Srisailam
project to the Rayalaseema region.

The neglect of the irrigation sector for long could be a tipping point for fuelling yet another movement for a separate Statehood for
Rayalaseema region, analysts feel. There are already voices of dissent heard in the form of parties like Rayalaseema Rashtra Samithi and the
Rayalaseema Adhyayana Samiti over the continued neglect of the region which has been witnessing unemployment, migration and drought.
“How is the government planning to settle the issues with the neighbouring Telangana State when its Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao
has taken a stand that Andhra Pradesh has no right on the assured water from Srisailam project” questions Bhuman Subramanyam Reddy,
founder of the Rayalaseema Adhyayana Samiti.

Senior Congress leader and former MP Chinta Mohan asserted that the movement for a separate Rayalaseema would not come as a surprise
as there is an absolute lack of political will to address issues relating to unemployment, irrigation, infrastructure, mass migrations and much
more. “There is a high level of discontent among people as there has been a total neglect of Rayalaseema. Several projects have remained non-
starters, particularly the irrigation projects, forcing people to purchase water. The expenditure used for Pattiseema project can complete the
long pending Handri-Neeva and Galeru Nagari projects, offering some respite to the people,” he said.

None among the host of projects announced for the region has materialised for long. The Dugarajapatnam port in Nellore district, falling
under the Tirupati parliamentary constituency, has the potential of generating employment as well as contributing to the economic
development of the region, but has been put on the back-burner despite the central government’s nod.

The government-owned cancer hospital sanctioned for Tirupati has been shifted to Vijayawada and the plan for developing an international
cricket stadium has been shelved after the foundation stones were laid for both.

People of the region feel discriminated in the higher education sector as well and there is every reason for them to feel so. The faculty of the
Sri Venkateswara Institute of Medical Sciences (SVIMS) of Tirupati express their anguish at the raw deal meted out to the region, at least in
the allocation of seats to the super-specialty courses.

While the medical colleges based in Hyderabad, Guntur and Visakhapatnam have followed local and non-local norms to suit their conditions,
admission into advanced medical courses of SVIMS is “State-wide”, meaning no special treatment for students of the four districts. “Such
being the case, where is the question of justice to Rayalaseema?” a senior professor laments.

The ire is not targeted at the Chief Minister or the ruling party alone as the people are equally concerned that the Opposition leader, Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy, does not make mention of the problems afflicting the locals though he himself hails from the region. Mr. Reddy and Mr.
Naidu have both drawn criticism that their efforts are focused largely on improving the prospects in the next elections three-and-a-half years
away and not serving the immediate needs of the people.

“Jagan does not probably want to highlight the Rayalaseema issues due to a fear of being branded as a leader from the region. He cannot
afford to lose his base in the coastal Andhra which commands the majority of seats in the 175-member Assembly,” an analyst pointed out.

The issues, analysts feel, provide ample scope for movement for a separate State in the Rayalaseema region. This is even more likely if the
politicians fail to firm up their resolve for ensuring the fulfilment of promises made in the Reorganisation Act, rather than merely waxing
eloquent on the ‘special category status’ that is being seen as a panacea for all ills plaguing the region.

The forgotten region
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People in Rayalaseema feel their region has suffered neglect while an already-prosperous coastal Andhra has been
given preferential treatment.
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Tell us one place where Ganga is clean, National Green Tribunal asks
Centre

PTI | Oct 9, 2015, 07.31 PM IST

NEW DELHI: The National Green Tribunal on Friday asked the government to "tell one place" where
the Ganga is clean and said that despite spending huge sums, the situation has gone from bad to
worse.

Expressing open displeasure over the government's lackadaisical approach towards ensuring
cleanliness and uninterrupted flow of the river, it said "we take it that almost nothing has happened in
reality."

The green panel, which was asked to act against industrial units polluting Ganga by the Supreme
Court, said the Centre and the states over the years have only been shifting responsibility and nothing
concrete was visible on the ground.

The Ganga during sunset in Patna. (TOI file photo
by Pramod Sharma)

READ ALSO: Green tribunal gets tough on industries along Ganga

"Would you please tell us that is it correct that more than Rs 5,000 crore has been spent on Ganga in making it worse from bad. We don't want to
know whether you have allotted this quantum of money to the states or have spent it yourself.

"Out of the 2,500km stretch of the river Ganga, tell us one place, where the condition of the river has improved," a bench headed by NGT chairperson
Justice Swatanter Kumar asked.

The counsel appearing for ministry of water resources told the bench that almost Rs 4,000 crore has been spent on the rejuvenation of the river since
1985 till last year.

READ ALSO: Systemic failures in Ganga cleaning plan, heads must roll, SC says

He said that Ganga Action Plan (GAP) Phase I was launched as a centrally-funded scheme in 1985 and later GAP Phase II was initiated in 1993 to

improve the river's water quality. In 2009, "National Ganga River Basin Authority" (NGRBA) was setup for pollution control in the Ganga.

NGRBA, a World Bank-funded scheme, was aimed at effective abatement of pollution and conservation of Ganga and 70 per cent of the total project
cost was contributed by the Centre and the remaining expenses were borne by the states, he said.

READ ALSO: Don't know if cleaning of Ganga will happen in our generation, SC says

To this, the bench said, "... Better be careful of what you say. We take it as almost nothing has happened in reality. It is not suddenly that we are asking
for all the information from you."

"We have been waiting for the last one year. But for one reason or the other, you have been delaying the issue. We don't want to comment on that. But

this time we are not leaving it to your discretion, be rest assured. To clean Ganga is your prime responsibility. Days are very short for you," the bench
said.

Stay updated on the go with Times of India News App. Click here to download it for your device.
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TN pitches for neutral central force to guard dam

¢ Krishnadas Rajagopal

A view of the Mullaperiyar Dam located at Idukki district. —Photo: H.Vibhu

Tells Supreme Court that Kerala police were being ‘silent spectators’ to trespassers

The Tamil Nadu government pitched strongly before the Supreme Court to order deployment of a “neutral central force” to guard the
Mullaperiyar dam, accusing the Kerala police of being a “silent spectator” to entry of unauthorised persons to the dam site.

Tamil Nadu pooh-poohed Kerala’s version in the apex court expressing doubts about an Intelligence Bureau report placed on record by the
former, claiming that the dam was a terror target. It said the deployment of a central force like the CISF/CRPF was “absolutely essential” to
protect the dam considering the threat perceptions.

“The need for CISF is not only on account of the Intelligence Bureau report but also to the recent activity and inaction of the police in
restricting the entry of various persons, with local police being a silent spectator...” Tamil Nadu said in a recent rejoinder affidavit.

Kerala in an earlier affidavit had questioned the “reliability” of the report on the dam. Though it had reservations about the report, it had gone
ahead and set up a separate police station to provide round-the-clock security to the dam and the Periyar water-spread.

Tamil Nadu had relied on a September 2014 ‘Industrial Security Inspection Report’, which did not give any specific inputs of terror threats to
vital installations, but advised caution against Pakistan-sponsored pan-Islamist terror outfits, “remnant cadres of LTTE” and Naxals.

Further, Tamil Nadu objected to Kerala’s version that there was a public perception in the latter State that the dam structure was weak. “This
statement of Kerala is totally misconceived and has been made in utter disregard to the judgment of the Constitution Bench of the Supreme
Court on May 7, 2014, wherein, based on the report of the Empowered Committee, this court recorded a finding that the dam is
hydrologically, structurally and seismically safe,” Tamil Nadu countered and accused Kerala of taking an “obstructionist attitude” to its
exclusive right of day-to-day management of the dam.

It said Kerala had prevented Tamil Nadu government officials from collecting rainfall data at Mullaikodi rain gauge station. It said Kerala was
also not providing the daily rainfall data from the catchment areas which was required for planning the operation of the dam.

“Any impediment on the free access to the leased area by the Kerala officials would not only be against the Lease Deed of 1886 and
Supplemental Agreement of 1970, but would also be in direct conflict with 2006 and 2014 judgments of the Supreme Court,” Tamil Nadu
said.

Printable version | Oct 12, 2015 11:49:49 AM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/national /tamil-nadu/tn-pitches-for-neutral-central-force-to-
guard-dam/article7745156.ece
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Cases Rise From 60 to 7,000 in 3 yrs

The number of patients with “severe mental disorders' has multiplied an astounding 100 times in the
last three years in Uttarakhand -from 60 in 2012 to almost 7,000 today as per data compiled by the
state health department. A large part of the quantum jump, sayworried health officials, can be
attributed to the devastating floods of 2013 that killed thousands and displaced lakhs, with
innumerable families still waiting for their missing kin to come back. Many are yet to get over the
trauma, said doctors.

“That (the floods) led to a number of mental disorders like depression and schizophrenia, said an
official, adding, “Of course, compounding it all are a number of factors like hectic lifestyles,
increasingly disrupted family structure and growing unemployment among the youth.*

Acknowledging that the problem was a serious one, J S Bisht, senior psychiatrist of the State Mental
Health Institute, Sela Qui, said, “The rise in the number of cases of mental illness is a cause of
concern. As a society, we should be sensitive towards people who are diagnosed with this
illness.However, unfortunately , in Uttarakhand, patients are treated as cursed individuals. This stigma
and discrimination is prevalent right from family members to hospital care givers.There are times
when the family members of mental patients are not ready to take them back and we have to seek
legal intervention through the district magistrate.“What is compounding the problem is that the state
doesn't have any public rehabilitation centre for patients suffering from mental illnesses.

This, when according to Bisht, Uttarakhand has 7% of its population reportedly suffering from some
form of mental ailment.

Incidentally , the state has been planning to start a rehabilitation centre in Haridwar for the past six
years. But the project seems to be moving at snail's pace.

For the full report, log on to http:www.timesofindia.com
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