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BHAVNAGAF (GUJARAT), OCTOBER 1T

“WHY. DON'I‘ you irrigate your crop when

there is water nearby?", asks Kalu Sutariya,
stopping his moped. “How can 17  have no

- diesel engineor electricmator pump to bring

. taluka of Gujarat’s Bhavnagar district. But

e

the water”is Hanu Chohla’s promptreply, as

hemaintains a vigil against nilgai (blue bull) "

and stray tattle:that might damage the -
standing cotton on his field, - .

The 65-year-old Chohla's three-bigha (0.5 -
hectare) plotis part of 3 10-bigha holding be-
longing to a cooperative society of Bharwads,
a cattle-herder community to which he be-
longs. Ironically, the. Bhojpara distributary,
which branches offfrom the Limbdi Branch.
Canal (LBC), cuts straight through this 10-
bighaland at Ratanpur village inVallabhipur

there!sn swaterflowing through the distrib-
umry simply:because asectipn of ithasnot
been completed: That, intun, hastodo wit

the State Highway-36 connecting Bhavnagar ;
-to Ahmedabad. Bhojpara is among nine of

© theBCs26 distributaries, whose construc-.

?on is facing hurdles, as there is no forest .-

learance tocut thet treeson both 51des oft
highway. - * - -

LBCis partof. an elaborate canal network .

to,take the Narmada river waters to the,.
parched agricultural lands: of Gujarat's

‘Saurash
is wear Kadi in Mehsana district of North
Gujarat{ Water from it is conveyed to the-
Sauras Branch Canal, which then sup-
plies'to | BC and six other such sub-branch
canals.
ply to
canals

istributaries, followed by minor

region. The Narmada MainCa'nals :

e sub-branch canals further sup-,
ind finally the sub-minors that take .

S lS preventmg most GUJ ) ,
accessmg beneﬁts from the Narmada project

thewaterto farmers' fields. *
While the Sardar Sarovar Narmada

.Nigam Limited ( SSNNL) — which is imple-

- menting the massive Narmada project that
" seeks toirrigate 18.45 lakh hectares of land in
_Gujarat, including five lakh hectares of
. Saurashtra — has completed all the branch
~-amd sub-branch canals, the missing links in
the distributaries and below is what's pre-

. venting the waters from irrigating the fields

of farmers like Chohla. While the distribu-
" taries and minors are conventional open
_canals, the SSNNL has opted for undérground

+pipelines for sub-minors-to. DVercome the

urdles of land acquisition.’ .

7 One such sub-minor: canal ‘of the
hojpara distributary touches Sutariya's
three-hectare farm in.Ratanpur.*They have

:|aid the pipeline and even fitted a valve, but

1 haven t still got the water,” complains

} Sttariya. His farm is only one km west of the

-Mallabhipur Branch Cana] (VBC), a sub-

*branch canal like the VBC w1th 33 distribu-
: tanes “With a couple of irrigations, my cot-

ton yield can double to 18 quintals per
~hectare. There is groundwater here, but it is
; salty. The only option is surface-water from
Narmada, butldon’t have the machinery and

*'pipeline to draw it from the VBC,” notes
.Sutariya, whose two sons work as migrant

labourers in Surat.

The black cotton soil in this belt is highly
suitable for cotton cultivation. That potentiai
is now being realised by farmers in neigh-
bouring Mevasa, whichis east of the VBCand

;u'mers frorr,

whose sub—dlstnbutary—4 (QD—4 i¢already
watering around 1,300 hectares of the vil-

lage. Dahya:Limbani, who culmates eight

hectares, has sown cotton in six and fodder:”
sorghugl Qowar) intheremaining two. Heis

waitingto give his firsti irrigation, having al-
ready built:dykes and installing a diesel en-
gine on the SD-4 that borders his farm.

~ i *Will ' we get water today from the
canal?”;Limbani asks Bhikhabhai Bagadiya,
thesarpanch of Mevasa. *No, it'll take a cou-

pleof days. The VBCdeputy engineer says f -
we.openthehead of SD-4 now. therewillbe -

back overflow-into the branch canal where
the: water levels are already high. Once the
VBC’swumerable patchis fixed to prevent

" overflow, they will release water,” the

sarpapgh tells himover phene.

But MavjiChauhan, the dtputy engineer-
in charge of SD-4, offers an interim solution..

Limbanj’ sfarrmshardlyzoometres fromthe
VBC, “Why don'tyouinstall sc: ple of diesel
engines and pump water into SD-4? If you

justlift the water.from the canal, it can flow .
toyour farmwithgravity,” Chauhan suggests.

“Butlden’t know if my neighbour will allow
me build a channel on his farm to bring wa-

tertomy cottonfield. So, 'm waiting for SD- -

4 water”; Limbanj'shoots back.

The SSNNL has been releasing water mto' :

the VBC for roughly-a decade now, whose

value farmers like Limbani understand. 1 -

have apother two-hectare farm near a
stream, into which the VBC waterisreleased.
I have been giving a single irrigation to my

B R AR e

' cbtten‘dil)bfot')thelastﬁveyeatsbydrawing

water from it using a diesel pump. My yields

- are now 20-quintals per hectare,” points out
. Limbani.'He has‘one son.working as a dia-
-mond polisher in Surat and-another, who

helpshlrnmthefam\. -
- According to the sarpanch Bagadiya, who
owns 20 hectares land, out of Mevasa’s reg-

- istered population of 2,200, hardly 700 live in
-thevillage: The resthave migrated to Surat, as

they cannot-depend an rainfed agriculture.
But the arrival of Narmada waters has initi-
ated a'trend of reverse migration.
Madhav,u Moradiya, who has three
hectares land"at Hadmatiya village in
Bhavnagar's Umrala taluka, migrated to Surat
20 years agp. His two sons are-diamopd

traders in Mumbai. Till recently, Moradiya

was giving his three hectares land to share-
croppers for cultivation, But this year, hede-
cided to do farming himself, He and two
other farmers have installed a diesel engine
at the tail of the VBC. “My cotton crop is al-
ready ready for the first picking. I expect to
harvest atleast 20 quintals per hectare,” says
the 58-year-old, whose has studled only till
Class]I.

Vallabh Sakanya has planted cotton on
his entire 28-hectare land at Kanthariya vil-
lage in Vallabhipur taluka. That includes six

~of his own and 22 hectares he cultivates as

share—croppet Sakanyahas installed a diesel
pump at the tail distributary-1 canal of LBC,
which hasraised hisirrigation cover to about
"13-hectares. ] had no irrigation facility be-
fore the canal water arrived in 2015. Since
‘then, I have been harvesting 400 quintals of
cotton on an average, whjch is more than
twice what it used to be,” he says.

It is stories such as these that offer more
than aray of hope.
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India’s first APMC
yard established
withnear-zero
government assistance

Costing X125 cr, it includes farmer training ce tre,
soil testing lab and produce grading facilities

\

GOPAL KATESHIYA
AMRELI(GUJARAT). OCTOBERT

P P SOJITRA, ‘chairman - of the ‘Avmfeli
Agricultural Produce Market Committee
(APMC), recently earned praise from Prime

‘Minister Narendra Modi. The reason: the
* unique model of financing that the APMC

employed in developing its new market yard
at Fatehpur, a village on the outskirts of
Amreli town. )

The new yard, costing Rs 125 crore, has
10auction sheds of 25,000 square feet each,
an open bidding space of three Jakh square
feet, 200 shopsjoffices, a well-appointed
guest house, a farmer training centre, soil
testing laband produce grading facilities, un-
derground- cabling and storm-water
drainage systems, But what sets it apart from
other APMC-owned yards in India is its
being built with hardly any state support or
bank loans,

 Started in 1953, the Amreli APMC s the
oldest in the Saurashtra region. The existing

. yard spread over six hectares has, over time,

overing

become the heart of Amyreli town, And with
rising crop ayrivals, on top of vehicular pop-
ulation finked to the town's own growth, it

_has inevitably contributed to traffic snarls,

In 2008, Sojitra, then with the Congress,
promised to develop a new and bigger yard
outside the town. He repeated it while con-
testing the 2013 election to the APMC as well
~ this time as a BJP leader. Being with the rul-

ing party, he thought, would make imple-

menting the poll promise easier.

“We first approached the state govern-
ment'to allot us land, but got no response. S,
we directly approached the farmers,” says
Sajitra, whowas the BJP's Amreli district unit
general secretary from 201210 2015.

The APMC initially bought 17 hectares
from 10 farmers in Fatehpur, paying Rs 90
lakh per hectare each. But three farmerswith
three hectares refused, as their land wascon-
tiguous to the staté highway. “We needed
thattract, belonging to three brothers; to get
the project going,” notes Sojitra.

Ghanshyam Kanpariya was. paid Rs 51
lakh per bigha (six bigha make a hectare ), plus
two-shaps in the new yard free of cost. The
second brother Rasik was also given the same
rate, along with an auctioneer's jobinthe
APMC for his son Mehul. The last one Nanji,
too, agreed after being offered Rs 55 lakh per
bigha and a clerical job at the APMC for his
mechanical engineering graduate son Vishal,
Most farmers used the proceeds to buy
cheaperland in nearby villages, in the process
increasing their holding. Ghanshyam and
Rasik Kanpariya even investedin embroidery
work units at Surat, while Nanji boughtaflat
¢nd shop in Ahmedabad for his elder son
Jatin, who has a marketing job there,

While land acquisition costs; inclusive of
registration charges, alone came to Rs 30
crore, the APMC had onlyRs one crore of sav-
ings tostart with. “Toraise resources, we first
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The entrance to the Amreli APMC’s
brand new market yard, Gop. | ¥ateshiya

Started in 1953, the Amreli APMC ,
isthe oldest in the Saurashtra
region. The existing yard spread
over six hectares has, over time,
become the heart of Amreli town,
Andwith rising crop arrivals, on
top of vehicular population
linked to the town’s own growth,
ithasinevitably contribut =d
tou_‘aﬂicysnarls

The APMCwould till then contire, . use the -
sheds for auctioning crops. By en:* 2013, all
the assets in the old yard, barring office, had
been leased out, generating Rs3" M4 crore,

But since this wasn't enoug, it was de-
cided to solicitinterest from traders fortaking
on lease 200 shops to be built in the new mar-
ket yard. The response, however, was luke-
warm. “Hence, we the Gujarat Agricultural
Produce Market Act's provisions, making it
mandatory for the APMC's 80 commission
agents and 50 wholesalers to owr: offices in
the new yard as a precondition for retaining
theirlicences. We could, thus, sell around 150
shops. That, along with space sold to the Amar
Dairy (Amreli District Cooperative Milk
Producers' Union)and a bank, helped garner
Rs22.39 crore,” adds Sojitra.

Atthe project construction stag:, the APMC
inserted a tender condition that reguired the
private firm winning the contraci 1o compul-
sorily purchase assets worth 25 pezcent of the
total cost. The total project cost, irltsive of

- land, was assessed at Rs 125 crore The con-

tractor’s share of that came to Rs 31 25 crore, -

“Only for the balance amouis, v/e had to
avail of aRs 25 crore NABARD loan, of which
Rs 10 croré hasbeen withdrawn. The onlv help
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P P SOJITRA, chairman of the Amreli
* Agricultural Produce Market Committee

(APMC), recently earned praise from Prime

‘Minister Narendra Modi. The reason: the
- unique model of financing that the APMC

employed in developing its new market yard
at Fatehpur, a village on the outskirts of
Armreli town. -
The new yard, costing Rs 125 crore, has
10 auction sheds of 25,000 square feet each,
an open bidding space of three lakh square
feet, 200 shops/offices, a well-appointed
guest house, a farmer training centre, soil
testing lab and produce grading facilities, un-
derground- cabling and. storm-water
drainage systems. Butwhat sets itapartfrom
other APMC-owned yards in India is its
being built with hardly any state support or
bank Joans.. , ‘
" Started in 1953, the Amreli APMC s the
oldest in the Saurashtra region. The existing

~ yard spread over six hectares has, over time,
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become the heart of Amreli town. And with
rising crop arrivals, on top of vehicular pop-
ulation linked to the town's own growth, it
has inevitably contributed to traffic snarls.

In 2008, Sojitra, then with the Congress,
promised to develop a new and bigger yard
outside the town. He repeated it while con-
testing the 2013 election tothe APMCas well
- this time as a BJP leader. Being with the rul-
ing party, he thought, would make imple-
menting the poll promise easier.

“We first approached the state govern-
ment'to allot us fand, but got no response. So,
we directly approached the farmers,” says
Sojitra, whowas the BJP’s Amreli district unit
general secretary from 2012 to 2015.

The APMC initially bought 17 hectares
from 10 farmers in Fatehpur, paying Rs 90
Jakh per hectare each. But three farmers with
three hectares refused, as their land was con-
tiguous to the state highway. “We needed
thattract, belonging to three brothers, to get
the project going,” notes Sojitra.

Ghanshyam Kanparlya was paid Rs 51
Jakh per bigha (six bigha make ahectare), plus
two shops in the new yard free of cost. The
second brother Rasik was also given the samme
rate, along with an auctioneer's job in the
APMC for his son Mehul. The last one Nanji,
too, agreed after being offered Rs 55 lakh per
higha and a clerical job at the APMC for his
mechanical engineering graduate son Vishal.
Most farmers used the proceeds to buy
cheaperJand in nearby villages, inthe process
increasing their holding. Ghanshyam and
Rasik Kanpariya even invested inembroidery
work units at Surat, while Nanji bought aflat
and shop in Ahmedabad for his elder son
Jatin, who has a marketing job there.

While land acquisition costs, inclusive of
registration charges, alone came to Rs 30
crore, the APMC had only Rs one crore of sav-

 ingsto startwith, “Toraise resouices, we first

demolished a dilapidated shed in the old
vard and constructed 200 shops there. These
were, then, auctioned off ona 99-year lease
basis. Net of building costs, we could mobilise
Rs 20 crore,” informs Sojitra.

The next step was to convert even the
auction sheds in the old APMCyard into 132
platforms for vegetable retailing and 52 pro-
vision stores, The spaces were leased out in
advance, with a condition that the posses-
sionwould be granted only after three years.

The entrance to the Amreli APMC's
brand new-market yard: Gop. ! {ateshiya

Started in 1953, the Amreli APMC
is the oldest in the Saurashtra
region. The existing yard spread
over six hectares has, over time,
become the heart of Amreli town.
And with rising crop arrivals, on
top of vehicular population
linked to the town’s own growth,
it has inevitably contributd

to trafficsnaris '

The APMCwould till then contir. .o use the -
sheds for auctioning crops. By en:"- 2013, all

" the assets in the old yard, barring office, had

been leased out, generating Rs 3" 24 crore.

But since this wasn't enough, it was de-
cided to solicitinterest from traders for taking
on lease 200 shops to be builtin the new mar-
ket yard. The response, however, was luke-
warm. “Hence, we the Gujarat Agniculturat
Produce Market Act’s provisions, making it
mandatory for the APMC's 80 commission
agents and 50 wholesalers to owr offices in
the new yardas a precondition for retaining
their licences: We could, thus, sellaround 150
shops. That,along with spacesold to the Amar
Dairy (Amreli District Cooperative Milk
Producers' Union)and a bank, helped garner
Rs 22.39 crore,” adds Sofjitra.

Atthe project constructionstage, the APMC
inserted a tender condition that reguired the
private firm winning the contract 1o compul-
sorily purchase assets worth 25 pes centof the
total cost, The total project cost, inclusive of

- land, was assessed at Rs 125 crore The con-

tractor’s share of that came to Rs 31 25 crore.
“Only for the balance amous, vze had to
avail of a Rs 25 crore NABARD loan, of which

Rs10croré hasbeenwithdrawn. Theonlyhelp

we tookfromthe state governmentwasaRs 5
crore grant under the Kisan Kalpvruksha
Yojana,a scheme to fund creation of vegetable
marketswithin APMC prernises,” states Sojitra.

While the new yard was formally inau-

gurated by the Prime Minister on September
17, the APMC intends shifting its operations
there by end-October after Diwali. There
couldn’t be amore auspicious time for India’s
first APMC yard, builtwith least government
assistance, to take off.

~



WS "enw!\eﬁerlaﬁic\e]editoria\ published on -
e o Nav Bharat Times ( '
Punjab Kec.h}r'vﬁ“indx}
The Hindu

Rajasthan patrike (Hindi)
Deccan Chronicle
¢ Deccan Herald

sindustan Times,
Cmtesman

The Times of India (N.D))
indian Express

Tribune

| Bll@_’_,m the

I..P.Chroniclé

foe} (RN

indiar Rafion

Nai buniys (H“-d)
The Times of India (A)

Blitz

Bindustan (Hindi)

and documented at Bha Jrathr
/ .

_The reservoir ecelved an -
erage.inflow of . 1,24 600

St beenasked to keep the gates
closed till.a Minister reached
‘the dam site for releasing the .

tcusecs thewhole of Tuesday - -The  dam'; uthormes Te-
“and an inflow 6f 1.05 lakh

. ‘leased 71, 174 cusecs to the
cusecs was Tecorded on +* two piower houses for gener-
- Wednesday.
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- voir  gave “way ‘in October . -

- 2009 and all water had to be ‘' Sagar. It recently wrote a let-

The * outflow . #fr

" They recalled how * thmgs

went haywire when a retain-
, ing wall of the same reser-

: ‘Teleased in a hurry resulting

~in a flood -of -over; 10.lakh .
~.cusecs at the Prakasmnbar-

ation purpose, 6,000 cuses

10 thé Pothlreddypadu Head

. ‘Regulator, 332" cusecs "to
~“Handri-Neeva Su_;ala Srav-
nth1 Left ,Irngatmn Scheme

ana have been at: logger-
‘hHeads with gach other about -
elease of ‘water from the
’ ; irrigation

ishna’ RIVEI‘ Man— :

'..agement Board (KRMB) is an
“‘autonomous board .consti-
~‘tuted to regulate the draw—

ing of water from common

wirrigation - . projects- . .—
~Srisailam and. Nagarjuna

ster 4o the .Centre 'saying

neither State was heedmg to
tsprders‘ e
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