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On fastto save the Ganga (o DAgra

NITIN SETHI
New Delhi, 11 October

Aveteran environmentalist, an
engineering professor, and a Hindu
ascetic, GD Agrawal — fastingin -
protest tosave the Ganga for more
than four months in Haridwar —
died on Thursday. He was 86.

Hehad abjured food demanding
that the government stop:
construction ofall hydropower
projectson the tributaries of the
Gangain Uttarakhand, pass alaw
protecting and managing theriver,
and ensureitdoes not rundry.

Agrawal had said the Unionand
Uttarakhand governments did not
respond to his several pleas in
writing, leading him to take the
decisionto fast.

Hehad recently announced he
would stoptaking fluids as well to
draw theattention of the Union
government and the state.

“Iwill give up fluids from
October10 and die before
Dussehra. Iwill have no regret even

-
st

A =l 5

1
W o n o

1 €

ifIdieinthe course of savingthe
Ganga. The end of my life would not
meantheend of efforts being
undertaken tosave theriver,” he -
had said.

OnWednesday, a day after he
stopped taking fluids besides
solids, the Uttarakhand
government forcibly moved him to
the All IndiaInstitute of Medical
Sciences (ATIMS), Rishikesh, and
administered himsalts viadrip.
But, his health deteriorated further.
Herefused tobe moved to AHMS—~
Delhi.

Agrawal was once aprofessor at
the Department of Civiland -

Environmental Engineeringatthe

Indian Institute of Technology,
Kanpur.He had alsoserved asa
board member of the National
Ganga River Basin Authority
(NGRBA)and was thefirst
member-secretary of the Central
Pollution Control Board, the Union
government’s apexbodytoregulate
pollution. He later took vows to
becomeaHindu asceticand came

G D Agrawal was 86

tobeknown asSwami Gyan -
Swaroop Sanand. It was his ability
tomobilise bothscience and
religious beliefto hissingle-
minded pursuit of protecting the
Gangathatoften createda wide
coalition of environmentalists,
activists, scientistsaswell as
religiousleaders.

Hefasted fourtimesbetween
2008and 2012, forcingthe Union
governmentto engage with his
demands. Coupled with the efforts
of otheractivists, theseled to former
environment minister Jairam
Ramesh passing an order banning
the construction of damsonthe
Bhagirathi, one of the tributaries of
the Ganga. In2012, Agrawal
resigned asamember of the newly

‘setupthe NGRBA, claiming it was

notservingits purpose.

Since 2014, the National
Democratic Alliance government
atthe Centre altered its position on
thedamsonthe Ganga’s
tributaries, carefully craftinga
change of stance before the
Supreme Court (SC).

The SChasbeen engaged with:
thequestionofabanon
hydropower projectsin
Uttarakhand since the natural
calamity 0of2013. The Union
government has dithered from
takingaclearstandagainstthe:
projects, even asitadvocates

waldead
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Veteran environmentalist had asked fora stopto constructlon of hydropower projects on the'river's tributaries (4
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“Namami” and “Aviral” Ganga.

The environment ministry and
the water resources ministry’s
earlier strong views against
hydropower projects had been
whittled down over time with the
intervention of the Prime
Minister’s Office asking for
consonance between the push for
hydropower by the power ministry
and the avermentsof other armsof
the government.

Remembering Agrawal,
Ramesh, environment ministerin
the United Progressive Alliance
government, said, “Hewas an
indefatigable crusader not only for
Nirmal Gangabutalso for Aviral
Ganga. It was my privilegeand
good fortunetobeableto
implementsome of his important
suggestions toensure
uninterrupted flowin the holy
Gangaand itstributariesin
Uttarakhand. Isalute his
commitment and dedication, his
scholarship and learning, his faith
and passion.”
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Fears of flooding as rain pound&@dlsha

R}Smg ivers prompt fresh evacuation m Odisha; in A.P, around 100 houses collapse, power supply cut off

K. SR]NIVASA RAO
SIBKUMAR DAS
SRIKAKULAM /BERHAMPUR

Cyclone ‘Titli’ that left a trail of
destruction in Andhra Pradesh
and Odisha on Thursday was
not. as intense as Phailin and
Hud-Hud that wreaked havoc in
2013 and 2014.

However, high-speed winds
and rain severely damaged the
i road network in both States.

* Around 100 houses collapsed in
Bhamini, Jalumuru, Kothuru,
: - and other areas in Srikakulam
¢ of Andhra Pradesh. Power sup-
ply to 4,319 vﬂlages was dis-
rupted.

Uddanam region in Srikaku-
lam district was the worst af-
fected, with several trees
uprooted by the 120 kmph
winds.

Srikakulam Collector K. Dha-
nanjaya Reddy said relief work
would continue for the next
couple of days till the cyclone
warning was officially with-
drawn. Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu
is expected to visit Palasa if
weather permits on Friday,
sources said.

Flooding in Odisha
As the cyclone triggered heavy
rain, major rivers in Odisha’s
southern region are rising,
prompting the State govern-
ment to launch a fresh evacua-
tion. Around three lakh people
have been moved from low-ly-
ing areas to 1,112 relief camps
ahead of the ¢yclone. Around
two lakh of them are from Gan-
jam district.

Officials said southern dis-

tricts — Gajapati, Gan]am and
Rayagada — were pounded by
incessant rain since Wednes-
day, leading to rising water le-

vels in the Bansadhara and

Rushikulya rivers.

Six persons, including four
of a family, were missing after
flash floods swept away a house
in Ganjam district. ~

A 13-year-old girl is reported

to have died at K. Nuagaon of
Chikiti block in Ganjam district
when a wall collapsed after a
tree on the house:

Several roads in Ganjam, Ga-
japati, Rayagada and Kandha-

mal were blocked by fallen
trees. Thirteen teams of the Na-
tional Disaster Response Force
and the Odisha Disaster Rapid
Action Force were deployed in
the affected areas along with

- fire brigade personnel to res-
tore communication and other

basic services.
The East Coast Rallway,
which had suspended train ser-

vices between Khurda Road in-

Odisha and Vizianagaram in
Andhra Pradesh since 10 p.m.
on Wednesday, has partially
resumed services on the route.
ECR CPRO J.P. Mishra said some

railway station buildings were ,

damaged, including in Palasa.

Odisha CM reviews situation
Odisha Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik reviewed the situation
and administrative measures at
the State secretariat in Bhuba-
neswar. The IMD has forecast
heavy rain at some places in Ga-
japati, Ganjam, Puri, Rayagada
and Koraput.
(With inputs from PTI)
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Fast and furicus: Cyclone 'Titli’ making landfall at Gopalpur on Thursday.
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150 ﬁshermen rescued

STAFF REPORTER
BERHAMPUR

As many as 150 fishermen from
Andhra Pradesh, stranded at
sea when Titli struck, were res-
cued in a joint operation by the
Odisha police, the Ganjam ad-
ministration, the National Dis-
aster Response Force (NDRF),
the Odisha Disaster Rapid Ac-
tion Force (ODRAF) and the
Coast Guard.

According to Deputy Inspec—
tor General of Police Ashis
Singh, the fishermen were in 35
trawlérs. They had left the And-
hra coast on September 29. “On

Wednesday, October 10, they
were sailing near Gopalpur.
Despite warnings, they did not
come ashore,” he said.

When the cyclone intensi-
fied, their friends and relatives
requested the local pohce for
help.

Noting the gravity of the sit-
uation, the Ganjam administra-
tion and the police coordinated
an operation with the support
of the Coast Guard, the NDRE-
and the ODRAF. The operation
started around midnight om

Wednesday and continued till-+

Thursday morning, even as the

cyclone was making landfall :
near Palasa in adjoining And-
hra Pradesh. Three trawlers :
with 27 fishermen that had
been washed into the shallow :
waters were first towed to the :

coast. They were provided

medical help and sheltered at :
the Arjyapalli marine police :
station. They will be sent back :
to their homes in a day or two,. :

said officials.

trawlers in deep sea were pro-

clone subsided.

The remaining fishermen in :

ided protection by the Coast
Guard rescue team till the cy//
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 Bains, Director, Agriculture
Department, said about 2,50

- acres of standing paddy crop
had been affected in the

_ Anandpur Sahib block of -

. Ropar district, 1,500 acres in
Khera and 500 acres i

~Khamano blocks

‘ : d G : S “The government is yet
~winds were i reportedthat d ffectedbyrainand  collect data on croploss. After
ﬂattened the sfandmg paddy 3 . There were also that only the extent of dam-
rep ) me  age canbeaccessed,” he said.

D Paramjlt Smgh
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