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OB
:Washington DG, 12 January

U.S. President-elect Donald
‘Trump's nominee for sec-
retary of state has set a
course forapotentially seri-

ous confrontation with Bei-

jing,saying China should be
denied access to islands it
has built in the contested
South China Sea.

Tn comments expected
toenrage Beijing, Rex Tiller-

son told his confirmation |

“hearingbefore the U.S. Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Com-
mitteethat China's building
of islands and putting mil-
itary assets on those islands
was "akin to Russia’s taking
Crimea” from Ukraine.

Asked whether he sup-
portedamore aggressive pos-
ture toward China, he said:
"We're going tohave tosend
China a clear signal that,
first, the island-building
stops and, second, your
access to those islands also
is not going to be allowed.”
The former Exxon Mobil
Corp (XOM.N) chairman
and chief executivedid not
elaborate on what mightbe
done to deny China access
totheislands ithas builtup
from South China Seareefs,
equipped with military-
length airstrips and fortified

with weapons. | oils

/ Trump's transition team

_ didnot immediately respond

to arequest for specifics on

‘ how Chinamightbe blocked

from the artificial islands.
~ Chinaclaimsmost of the
energy-rich waters through

“which about $5 trillion in

ship-borne trade passes
every year.
Neighbours Brunei,
Malaysia, the Philippines,
Taiwan and Vietnam also
have claims. When asked

Trepeatedly about Tillerson's

comments on blocking
access toislands, China's for-
eignministry spokesmanlu
Kang said he couldn't make
any guessesas towhat Tiller-
son was referring to and
would not answer hypo-
thetical questions.

China's right to carry

out'normal activities'in its

sovereign territory in the

South China Sea is 'indis-

putable!, Lu said, speaking
at a daily briefing on Thurs-
day. He did not elaborate.

_ Tillersonalsosaid Wash-

: 'mgtonneededto reaffirmits

commitment to Taiwan,
which Beijing regards as a
renegade province, but
stopped short of Trump's
questioning of Washing-
fon's long-standing policy on
theissue. i« F

The United States
switched diplomaticrecog-
ition from Taiwan to China
11979, acknowledging that
China takes the position

thatthereis"one China'"and

Taiwan ispartof it. Butthe
US isalso Taiwan's biggest
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ally and arms supplier. "I

~-don’t know of any plans to

alter the 'one China' posi-

tion," Tillerson said.

~ Tillerson said he con-
sidered China’s South China
Sea activity "extremely wor-

risome"and that it would be
a threat to the "entire glob-

- aleconomy' if Beijing were

able to dictate access to the
waterway. ;

He blamed the current
situation on whathe termed
an inadequate US. response.
"The failure of a response

has allowed them just to

‘keep pushing the envelope
‘on this," Tillerson said. "The
way we've got to deal with
this is we’ve got to show back
up intheregion withour tra-
ditional allies in Southeast
Asia," he said. Democratic
President Barack Obama’s
administration conducted
periodicair and naval patrols
toasserttherightof freenav-
igation in the SCS. :

These have angered Bei-
jing, butseekingto blockade
China's man-made islands
would be a major step fur-
ther and a step that Wash-
ington has never raised as
an option.

Underhis strategic "pivot"
to Asia, Obama has
increased the U.S. military
presence intheregion, and
Trump has vowed a major
naval buildup.
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ed due to heavy snow-
, ! Shlmla POWET Sup-

';ply in 80 per cent areas
had been restored while
90 per cent areas in Ram-.
pur and Rohru had power.

They were usmg -angithi to
warm the room last nig ,
1 They were taken to the hos- es' were wrthout water and S
- pital by the police. people trymg to heatsnow
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vatisiiers Delhi shivers at 3,4°C,  Winterbreak
Gurgaon records 1.6°C

at 3.4 degrees,
Gurgaon 1.6

“T"he mercury in Delhi

dropped further to 3.4
degrees — the season’s lowe-
st and four degrees below
normal —on Thursday. Lod-
hi Road recorded 2°C — the
lowest temperature’i inDelhi.
Gurgaon shivered at 1.6°C,
the lowest in NCR. The chill
islikelytopersistfortwomo-
re days across north India
before a western disturban-
cepushesupthemercury P4

Times News Network

New Delhi: The minimum
temperature in the city dipped
further on Thursday, touching
theseason’slowestof 3.4degre-
es Celsius—four degrees below
normal—while maximum
temperature was two degrees
below normal at 18.2 degrees
Celsius. Gurgaon recorded the
lowest minimum in NCR with
1.6degrees Celsius. Met depart-
mentsaid thatthe ongoingcold
wave conditions over north-
west India is expected to conti-
nuefor another couple of days.

“Northwest India is under
the cold wave at few areas, with
severe cold waveatisolated pla-
ces like Haryana, Punjab, Del-
hiand NCR, UP and North Ra-
jasthan. Thelowest temperatu-
re recorded in the region was
-1.9 degrees Celsius at Churu,
which is 6.8 degrees below nor-
mal. In Delhi, thelowest tempe-

. rature was recorded at Lodhi

Road where the minimum
went down to 2 degrees Celsi-
us,” said a Met official.

The cold wave conditions,
said the official, was likely to
continue for the next 48 hours
over Punjab, Haryana, Uttar

CH!ING oUT: Cold wave conditions in city may abate from Saturday
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Piyal Bhattacharjee

WEATHER

Max18.2°C(-2)
/Min3.4°C(-4)

Moonrise: Friday - 06:51

pm

Moonset: Saturday -08:29am

Sunset: Friday - 05:45 pm

Sunrise: Saturday - 07:15am

Clear sky, Max & mintemperature on
Friday will be around 18°C & 3°C . Max
Humidity Thursday was 100% and min 55%

Pradesh and North Rajasthan
and abate thereafter.

A fresh western disturban-
ceislikelytoaffect the western
Himalayan region and adjoi-
ning plains of northwest India

from January 14. RWFC said
that isolated rainfall is also lik-
ely to occur over west Rajast-
han on Saturday and on Sun-
day over north Rajasthan.

For Delhi, the department
has predicted that the cold wa-
veconditions will start abating
from Saturday. Dense fog is lik-
ely to occur at a few places on
Saturday morning due to
change in wind pattern. In as-
sociation with the WD, the city
will witness a cloudy sky from
Saturday to Monday with 1ik-
elyhood of light rainfall over
northern partsof Delhi NCR.

extended due
to cold wave

Times News Network

New Delhi: TheDelhigovern-
ment has decided to extend
the winter vacations of go-
vernment and government-
aided schools till- January 19
after aforecastthat the tempe-
raturemight dip further in co-
ming days. The schools were
earlierscheduledtoreopen on

January16. '

Schoolsrunby NDMC, cor-
porations and Delhi Canton-
ment Board have been asked
totake a call on the extension.
While some private schools
have planned to extend their .
breaks, several others have
decided tomakeno changes to
theschedule.

“The circular is for go-
vernment schools. Plus we al-
ready had several vacations,”
said Ameeta Mulla Wattal,
principal of Springdales, Pu-
saRoad.

The winter break, which
started in the third week of
December, for all classes in
Noida schools has been furt-
her extended till Sunday, Ja-
nuary15.Schoolsinneighbou-
ring Ghaziabad however,
reopened on Thursday as
scheduled.
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At 3.4°C, city reels under cold wave

Delhi records the lowest temperature in Jan in last three years, the coldesi:fday of:

BmpuU SHA]AN PERAPPADAN

NEW DELH:: Delhiites braved
the coldest January 12 in the
last five years with the mer-
cury slipping to a low of 3.4
degrees Celsius on
Thursday. The overall tem-
perature settled four degrees
below normal and though
the day was sunny and
bright, chilly cold winds left
many freezing under layers
of woollens.

The mercury dropped
steeply during the evening
hours because of the north-
westerly winds. The MeT
Department said there will
be no relief from the cold
wave in the next 24 hours as |

the mercury is likely to hover

around 3 degrees Celsius.
The mercury plummeting -
to 2 degrees Celsius at sev-
eral place in the city. The Saf-
darjung- observatory, recor-
ded a low of 34 degrees
Celsius while the Lodhi Road
observatory recorded a min-
imum of 2 degrees Celsius.
Areas under Palam, Ay-
anagar and Ridge logged a
minimum of 4.4, 49 and 5.5

degrees Celsius,  dip in temperatures, the offi- ;
respectively. _ cial said. Mercury plummets to 2 degrees Celsius in parts of the Capital
Cold and dry winds ' 3degrees on Friday k /
“Today's minimum tem- According to the official, it PITAMPURA

perature of 3.4 degreesisthe  is the coldest January 12th ‘rf/"f)?;;g%“ MAX:- 177 ,/\ \(\ | '[\’AEA-)?I*E’NIV
lowest in the month of Janu-  since 2012. “If we look at the e MIN: 064 / N

N T MIN: 029 MIN: 06.8
aryinthelast threeyearsand  record season-wise, it's the

it is also lowest of the season

Ol

which is further aiding the

second coldest day as on .

he season so far

THE COLD: People take shelter on the pavement on a cold Thursday evening in New Delhi.PHOTO: SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

so far” said Ravinder January 6 in 2013, the tem-

Bhishen, the director of the  perature had plummeted to 2 AKSHARDHAM
Regional Weather Forecast-  degrees Celsius.” MAX: 170

ing Centre. Friday’s forecast for min- MIN: 03.6

“The ongoing winter con-
ditions are due to the con-
tinuous flow of cold and dry
north-westerly winds. These
icy cold winds are blowing
directly from the snow-clad
Himalayas of Jammu and

Kashmir and Himachal Pra- The MeT department has PALAMF

desh,” said a MeT Depart- - said that western disturb- MAX: 179

ment official. ance is expected on January MIN: 044 SAFDARJUNG LODHI RAOD
These winds are dry in  15thand 16th and the temper- . MAX:18.2 MAX: 194

nature and have reduced the  atures in the city will rise MIN: 034 MIN: 02.0

. humidity levels significantly,

imum temperature is 3 de-
grees Celsius. On Sunday the
minimum is likely to go up to
8 degrees Celsius. The hu-
midity on Thursday oscil-
lated between 100 and 54 per
cent with moderate fog.

after that. .

v
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