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Bl Nino rears ts

g

headagain, but

* pi -?ﬁ.‘r;i;dhk, s '—
p Neha.Madahn@timmOM' uyp,con
A LN
pune: TheIndia M efeorologi-
. cal Dopartment’s Jatest Bl Ni-
- no/La Nina update “has indi-
" cated a gradual transition to
.anEl Nino-like conditionaro-
_und Septeniber —Zthe ‘last
i monthof mo'nsoon.Metoi‘ﬁci-
- als, however, stressed that 2
: 1ot of uncert inty prevailed

~ on thé possibility.o! another
¢ El Nino dur’ 'g’-’thelatterpart
of 2017. A clearer picture wo-

. uld emergeonlyinApril. ...
Though uncertainty pre-
* yails on the likely impact. of
“the upcoming E1 Nino-like si-
“ fuation on monsoon, experts
reminded that 2014 had wit-
- nessed an El Nino-like situa-
' tion, but it had affected the
* monsoon thatyeat

d i

@Ef*ﬁﬁ‘s’éﬁla-

S T Nino-Sout
" tjon (ENSO) isanirregularly
© periodical yariationd ‘winds
 and sea surfacet ares
b overthetropical torn Paci-
i fic Oceanifl‘hefaé}xfmingii)haf-
t ge, which is thought to impact
I Tndia’ssouthwestmonsoon, is
\

known as EINino and thecoo-

 lingphaseis calledLaNina.-

"A K Sahai, head, climatere-
! gearch and services, D, Pu
“ e, told TOL that the forecast
! indicated that the present we-
; akLaNina conditiong werelik-
g elytoWeakenﬁ;rﬂlerandjfpool
ENSO neutral” conditions we-
. relikely toest blishduringthe
‘early part of monsoon, follo-
’ wed by “warm ENSO neutral”
ki conditions during the latter
!'part of the season. The warm
I “ENSO neutral conditions’, in
! lJayman’s terms, tranglateto El
Nino-like conditions. =

o DSPaifromthe]lV[D,Pune,'
* said preliminary observations

¢ did not indicate any likely im-
- pact of theseconditions onthis
¢ year’s monsoon. «g] Nino-like
v conditions may be witnessed
somewherearound September
. this year, but we do not expect
. any impact on~ this year's

monsoon. Future forecasts

will give a clearer picture of

S vhat will actually happen.
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New Delhi: India-Bangla-
desh relations run through
West Bengal at the best of ti-
mes. Thesearenotthebest of
times, as West Bengal chief
minister Mamata Banerjeeis
on the warpath with the cen-
tral government, particular-
1y PM Narendra Modi. Asin
thepast, it has had an impact
onbilateral ties with Dhaka.
Sheikh Hasina, Bangla-
desh PM, is scheduled to visit
IndiainMarch,avisitthatwas,
originally scheduled for De-
cember2016. Mamata, whohad
accompanied PM Modiduring
histripin June 2015, ‘had repor-
tedly agreed to complete nego-
tiations on two big projects —
Teesta water sharing agree-
ment and Ganges barrage pro-
ject.Onthe ground, neither of
theseprojectsappearto beany-
where close to reality. Officials
in both New Delhi and Dhaka

i saidtheWB governmentishol-
: dingbackonthenegotiations.

Modi war keeps

n hold

A,

Officials say the Bengal govt
holding back on negotiations

is

While Mamata’s belief
that the Teesta pact could
hurt her politically has ensu-
red it hasn’t gone anywhere
in the past five years, the
Bengal government’s obdu-
racy onthe Ganges barrageis
less understandable. Thebar-
rage would benefit West
Bengal, helping irrigation
and water storageinthestate.

In 2011, Mamata rained on
Manmohan Singh’s grand vi-
sitto Bangladesh,by refusing
to agree on Teesta water sha-
ring pact almost at the last
minute. Having drawn les-

sons from that, when Modivi- .

sited Dhaka in 2015 after get-
ting parliamentary approval
for the 1and boundary agree-
ment, he insisted on Banerjee

comingalong, whowasaccor-

ded _virtua]ly head-of-govern-
ment treatment by Sheikh

Hasina. Mamata had then

promised to work on both Te-

esta and the Ganges barrage.
West Bengal has another

,; dark reality to its credit — it

has become a sanctuary for
hardline Islamist militants,
many of whom Cross over

from Bangladesh. Hasina's
* crackdowns on terror and on

fake Indian currency net-
works have had an impact, but
there are questions about how
the West Bengal government
+has allowed these militants to

" get sanctuary on this side of

the border. Communal inci-
dents in Bengal have increa-
sed in the past couple of years.
‘Despite  the wrinkles,
Bangladesh in the past year
has become the largest source
of tourists intoIndia, as decla-
red by Indian envoy to Dhaka,
Harsh Vardhan Shringla re-
cently Ithadledto Bangladesh
appointinga deputy high com-
missioner in Guwahati andIn-
dia streamlining its visa pro-
cesses in Bangladeshto enable
greater travel opportunities.
One of the ideas being tos-
sed around in both govern-
ments is for a work permit for
Bangladeshis who want to co-
me to India to work. This wo-
uld help address the economic
migration issue, bring these
people under official scanner
and build some transparency

_intheexercise.
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Mahanadi row stunt to divert public attention:

statesman news service

BHUBANESWAR, 11 FEBRUARY:
Chhattisgarh chief Minister
Raman Singh dismissed the
Mahanadi river water dispute
raised by his Odisha counter-
part as “a political stunt” to
deflect public attention from
the failures and misrule of the
BJD government.

Addressing a series of cam-
paign meetings for the pan-
chayat elections in Sundergarh
and Nuapada districts of
Odisha, the Chhattisgarh chief
minister quoted figures of the
Central Water Commission to
assert that Chhattisgarh which
has 87 per cent of the catch-
ment area utilises barely four
per cent of the water while
Odisha uses 14 per cent and
the rest 82 per cent flows to the
sea.

What prevents the Naveen
Patnaik government in Odisha

Covering L., YIS

from building barrages or dams
downstream to utilise water for
irrigation and other purposes,
he questioned.

The Naveen Patnaik govern-
ment failed to do so over 16
years and just before elections
it suddenly raised the
Mahanadi water dispute accus-
ing Chhattisgarh of impeding
flow of water, Dr Singh said.

Instead of taking a dip in
Mahanadi (referring to the BJD
workers'  jala  satyagraba
protests), the BJD here should
have worked to conserve water
for farmers of the state, he
remarked.

The BJD in Odisha is heavily
politicising the issue with the
hope to play on the sentiments
and emotion of the people and
gain electorally. Mahanadi is
like a mother to Odisha as well
as Chhattisgarh, there can be
no dispute at all, the senior BJP

Chhattisgarh chief Minister
Raman Singh. a file photo

leader said. '1' s “

He asked people to ponder
as to why chief minister Naveen
Patnaik had remained silent for
15 years over the issue. If there
had been any real problem,
Patnaik ought to have objected
at least a decade ago. Instead,

he has done so just before the
panchayat elections only to
deflect public attention from
largescale migration, corrup-
tion, poverty and hunger
deaths, failure to provide roads
to villages, electricity to rural
area and so on under his rule,
Dr Singh charged.

The Chhattisgarh chief min-
ister went on to note that there
is no dispute at all. It will take
just a few minutes to resolve
the problem if both of us (CMs)
sit and discuss, he said. But
Odisha CM wants to drag the
issue and keep it alive for polit-
ical gains, he alleged.

Vote for the BJP in the pan-
chayat elections and usher in
development, he said before
reeling out figures to claim
how Chhattisgarh had pro-
gressed over the years.

“We procure 68 lakh mt of
paddy from farmers, provide

)

Raman

farm loan with zero per cent
interest, provide solar pumps,
skill 2 lakh youths every year,
give smart card for health cov-
erage of Rs 50,000 to the poor,
deposit Rs 5000 per year from
the day a girl child is born etc.”

“Why cant Odisha do the
same or even better with all its
resources,” he questioned.

It may be noted here that a
couple of days ago the ruling
BJD had organised ‘jala satya-
graha’ and jala aarati to protest
against Singh’s campaign in
Odisha. 1t is pertinent to note
that Odisha government has
written to the Centre seeking
establishment of a tribunal to
resolve the river water dispute.

Odisha has alleged that
Chhattisgarh has unilaterally
constructed barrages and dams
upstream of the river which
will impede flow of Mahanadi
water to Hirakud dam.
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NEW DELHI: Religion, quenching

. animalthirstand publicinterests

are some of the reasons cited by
an environment ministry pane]
torecommend bigticket Projects
in and around India’s critical
tiger and wildlife habitats.
About50such Projectsgotthe
niod at a meeting of the standing
committee ofthe national board

* for wildlife (SC-NBWL) headed

by environment minister Anil

’ MadhavDave,theminutesofthe
. Mmeeting released this week

revealed. .
. -Religion wasinvoked to allow
widening of a road through

. Nagarjunasagar Srisailam Tiger

ReserveinAndhraPradesh. Itis

. dubbed “public utility for devo-

tees” asitwill providebetter con-

-.nectivity between Atmakur and
" KolanuBharathi Temple.

The minutes of the meefing

_held on January 3 saig the

National Tiger Conservation
Authority(NTCA) recommended

3 *
-Covering L, YIS

a (N.D.)

v

® Religion was invoked to allow
* widening of a road through

Nagarjunasagar Srisailam Tiger
Reservein Andhra, The project
is dubbed “public utility for
devotees” as it will provide
better connectivity between
Atmakurand Kolanu Bharathi
Temple : -

2 Acheck dam was allowed on
Balaram Ambji sanctuaryin
Gujarat as the standing com-

the project after due feasibility
assessmentcarried outbyateam
of officersand scientists,
Whﬂeallowingacheckdamat
BalmamAmbjisancmaryin Guj-
arat, the committee maintained
that the watet stored there will

help wildlife quench their thirst

dlu‘ingdryseason.Alargeareaof
-the sanctuary will be utilised for
buildingthe dam.

The committee recommended
an approach canal through
Shoolpaneshwar Wildlife Sanc-
tuary in Gujarat, stating jﬁ’ﬂl

[
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mittee of the national board for

- wildlife maintained that the
water stored in the dam will
help wildlife quench their thirst
during dryseason .

® The committee recommended
anapproach canal through
Shoolpaneshwar Wildlife
Sanctuary in Narmada district
of Gujarat, stating it will
provide irrigation facilities to

* fafmers of 10 villages,

provi&é irri'gﬂation facilities to
» ers of 10 vi
e epanel alsoallowed conver-

sionofmeter gaugelinetobroad
gauge through Melghat Tiger
ReserveinMaharashtra as Rail-
ways claimed that an alternate
Touite would result in “felling of
- thousand of: trees” The minutes
showed that theRailways’ claim
hasnotbeen vetted byanyexpert
-agency and the concerns of the
NTCA on impact of the faster
trainline through thereserveon

tiger dispersal, habitat connec- .
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projects over wildlife

 tivity for genetic exchange and

Drotection failed to find much
consideration, ‘ :

Minister Dave overruled the
concerns andallowed theproject,
saying the mitigation measures
bythe NTCA would be enforced
through an MoU with Railways.

PushpJain ofnon-government
EIA Resource Centre, however,
saidthegovernment hasfailed to
provide any assessment of the
babitatloss because of the alter-
nateroute that could have bene-
fitted peoplein districts ofAkola,
Amravatiand Bhandara,

Ravi Singh, chief executive
officer of World Wide Fund
for naturesaid the stand-
ing committee wag within its
rights to take these decisions as
they didnot violate anylaw,

Ananalysis ofapprovalsby the
highestadvisory bodyoftheenvi-
ronment ministry by the Centre
for Science and Environment
(CSE) showed that cloge to 400
projects have been approved by
theNDA governmentintwo-and-
a-halfyearsascompamdto%oby
the UPA government in five
years.
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Ken-Betwa river projecty
gets investment clearance

GREEN SIGNAL The 218,000-crore scheme
Pradesh, UP and aims to bring water to the parched

Press Trust of India
« letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHE: Theinvestmentclear- -

ance committee, comprising
officials from NITI Aayog and
Union water resources minis-
try,for Ken-Betwariver linking
on Friday gave the nod for the

‘318,000-crore national project

envisaged to address drinking
water and irrigation require-
ments of the parched Bundelk-

Union water resources secre-
tary Amarjeet Singh, whoheads
the committee, confirmed the
investment clearance given to
the project. “The investment
clearance committee has rec-
ommended the investment
clearance for the project after
detailed deliberations and dis-
cussions, he said.
- The first-of-its-kind project
coverspartsof’ MadhyaPradesh
and poll-bound Uttar Pradesh.
Phase 1 of the project has
received clearances from the
National Board for Wildlife
(NBWL), tribal affairs ministry
and lately from the environ-
ment ministry’s EAC.

However, the environment
ministry’s final nod to the
project is still awaited as it
would make a decision after tak-
ingintoaccount therecommen-
dations of its expert appraisal
committee (EAC).

Also, the EAC’'s nod comes
even as the project is being

PROJECT INVOLVES
CONSTRUCTION OF A
DAM ACROSS RIVER KEN
TOIRRIGATE 6.35 LAKH
HECTARES OF LAND

AND GENERATE 78 MW

U OPOWER

examined by Supreme Court-
appointed Central Empowered
Committee (CEC)for adequacy
of mitigative measures against
its adverseimpactonthe Panna
tiger reserve in Madhya Pra-
desh.

The first phase of the project
will cost about39,393 crore and
islikelytobe completed innine
years. - -

The project comes under
Accelerated Irrigation Benefit
Programme(AIBP) inwhichthe
Centre contributes 60% funds
and the rest is by the state. But
the water resources ministry
has asked NITT Aayog tochange
the funding patternto90:10 ratio
givenitisanational project.

Sources in the water resour-
ces ministry said the NITI
Aayogisconvincedofthe minis-
try’s proposal but the final call
on the funds would be taken by
the finance ministry.

“We will follow whatever is
the government’s decision in
this regard meanwhile (untilthe
funding pattern is finalised),”

overs parts of Madhya

Bundelkhand

sourcesin the ministry said.

The project envisages con-
struction of a dam across river
Ken in Chhatarpur district in
MadhyaPradeshto irrigate6.35
lakh hectares of land, serve
drinking water purposes in
Bundelkhand region and gener-
ation of 78 MW hydropower.

Of this, 3.691akh hectares will
becovered in MadhyaPradesh’s
Chattarpur, Tikamgarh and
Pannadistricts. The remaining
9 651akh hectares of areafallsin
poll-bound Uttar Pradesh’s
Mahoba, Banda and Jhansi dis-
tricts.

A total of 10 villages consist-
ingof 1,585 families arelikely to

. be affected by this project.

Aboth,OOOhectaresareawould
besubmerged, outof which4,141
hectaresisforestland in Panna
Tiger Reservein Madhya Pra-
desh.

The project comprises two.-
powerhouses of 2x30 MW and
36 MW each, twotunnelsof1.9
km long at upper level, 1.1 km
long tunnel atlower levelanda
991 km long Ken-Betwa link
canal, proposed ontheleftbank
oftheriver.

The project was first mooted
in the early 1980s but was
actively taken up by the previ-
ousNDA government under the
then Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee. It was then chal-
ilenged in the Supreme Court,
which finally gave the nod
in2013. 7
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