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Relief Likely After 2 Drought Years

There 1s good news in the offing for parched cities like Latur with the Met predicting an “above
normal* monsoon with bountiful rains expected to break the cycle of two straight drought years and
help revive the farm economy .

In its first long range forecast (LRF) for this year's rainy season, IMD said the monsoon is expected to
be 106% of normal with a model error of 5%.If the forecast, which echoes predictions made by two
pri vate forecasters, turns out to be accurate, it would mark the first good rainfall year of the Narendra
Modi government.

Deficit rains have hit farm growth hard with the sector growing at 1.3% in 2014-15 and estimated to
clock just 2% in 2015-16, way short of a modest growth target of 4%. Though the sector contributes
15% to India's GDP , it employs more than 50% of its workforce. Encouragingly , predic tions point
to evenly spre ad out rains with drought hit regions like Marathwada and Vidarbha expected to re
ceive good rainfall. With farm distress linked to farmer sui cides, a rise in rural incomes will give a
much needed fillip to growth, government sour ces said. The rains are expec ted to arrive in time by
end May or early June.

“By and large, rainfall is likely to be fairly distributed across the country . It will be a good year. But
the northeast and parts of southeast India --Tamil Nadu and adjoining Rayalaseema -may get slightly
less than normal ra infall,* IMD director general Laxman Singh Rathore said.

Taking into account a model error of 5%, the IMD pre del error of 5%, the IMD prediction ranges
from 101% to 111%, all in good monsoon category . Rathore said the probability of the monsoon
being normal or better was 94%. The department's experimental computer model has predicted 111%
rains. The monsoon's prospects have been boosted by subsidence of the El Nino phenomenon while a
La Nina event expected by August might accentuate rains by the middle or latter half of the monsoon,
Rathore said.
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In Last 13 Yrs, Down To 5.9% From 7.9%

The India Meteorological Department has often faced public criticism for getting its monsoon
predictions wrong despite the complexities involved in the process.Data, however, suggests IMD may
be getting better at the exercise. The average error in IMD's monsoon forecasts in the past 13 years
(2003-2015) has come down to 5.9%, from 7.9% in the previous 13-year period (1990-2002),
according to the department's analysis.

An error of nearly 6% suggests that the difference between the forecast and actual rainfall is routinely
beyond IMD's stated error margin of 5%. Hence, there's certainly room for improvement.

But given the high degree of difficulty in getting forecasts that are spread over four months correct
within 6% of the prediction, the performance isn't too bad. Consider this: In the 27 years since IMD
began making all India predictions in terms of percentages of normal rainfall, it has been way off the
mark seven times -years when the difference between forecast and actual rainfall was 10% or more.

Its worst prediction came in the drought year of 2002, when the forecast-actual rainfall difference was
a gaping 20%. The department again erred majorly in 2004, another drought year, when the forecast
was off by 14%. These mistakes lead to a relook at the IMD's forecast method. In 2007, a new
statistical approach, with eight variables being considered during a two-stage forecast system, was
unveiled.

Although IMD was again off the mark in the very first year -having predicted below normal rains
(93%) while the actual was above normal at 106% -the department has since got the “direction* of the
monsoon more or less correctly, even though the margins have been high in at least three of the eight
years. Last year was another milestone for IMD, when it predicted a drought for the first time and got
it right.

Simultaneously , the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology has been fine-tuning a dynamical
computer climate model, CFS, borrowed from the US in 2012.

Sources said the model's accuracy has been increasing and it could replace the statistical method in a
few years.
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Relief Likely After 2 Drought Years

There 1s good news in the offing for parched cities like Latur with the Met predicting an “above
normal‘“ monsoon with bountiful rains expected to break the cycle of two straight drought years and
help revive the farm economy .

In its first long range forecast (LRF) for this year's rainy season, IMD said the monsoon is expected to
be 106% of normal with a model error of 5%.If the forecast, which echoes predictions made by two
pri vate forecasters, turns out to be accurate, it would mark the first good rainfall year of the Narendra
Modi government.

Deficit rains have hit farm growth hard with the sector growing at 1.3% in 2014-15 and estimated to
clock just 2% in 2015-16, way short of a modest growth target of 4%. Though the sector contributes
15% to India's GDP , it employs more than 50% of its workforce. Encouragingly , predic tions point
to evenly spre ad out rains with drought hit regions like Marathwada and Vidarbha expected to re
ceive good rainfall. With farm distress linked to farmer sui cides, a rise in rural incomes will give a
much needed fillip to growth, government sour ces said. The rains are expec ted to arrive in time by
end May or early June.

“By and large, rainfall is likely to be fairly distributed across the country . It will be a good year. But
the northeast and parts of southeast India --Tamil Nadu and adjoining Rayalaseema -may get slightly
less than normal ra infall,* IMD director general Laxman Singh Rathore said.

Taking into account a model error of 5%, the IMD pre del error of 5%, the IMD prediction ranges
from 101% to 111%, all in good monsoon category . Rathore said the probability of the monsoon
being normal or better was 94%. The department's experimental computer model has predicted 111%
rains. The monsoon's prospects have been boosted by subsidence of the EI Nino phenomenon while a
La Nina event expected by August might accentuate rains by the middle or latter half of the monsoon,
Rathore said.
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New Delhi: The last two monsoons in India were basically about El Nino, the weather condition in the
Pacific Ocean that often weakens June-September rains in the country . This year's forecast too has a
big El Nino element.But this time, the news is good -the beast is going away.

Climate models of major international agencies say El Nino is on the decline and conditions are likely
to turn neutral just before or soon after the start of the monsoon season in India.

The United States and the Australian weather agencies, however, show a 50% chance of La Nina
conditions developing during the second half of 2016.

La Nina is the mirror opposite of El Nino, wherein ocean surface waters get abnormally hot in western
equatorial Pacific near Australia -a condition that often actively aids vigorous rains in India.
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Water Pipeline Divides Village In Maharashtra

Bagh Pimpalgaon village still bears the scars of the death of a 10-year-old Dalit girl who fell headlong
into a well in February . Rajashree Kamble, a fourth standard student, had leaned perilously far while
trying to draw water. She dashed her head on the stone wall as she fell.

“There was no water in the house; so Rajashree went to the well alone after school. She usually went
with her mother,* said her grandmother Indubai Kamble. The girl succumbed to her injuries after
three days at home. “We couldn't afford to hospitalise her,” Indubai said.

The incident became a flashpoint in the rift between the Dalits and members of the dominant Dhangar
caste in this village in droughtstruck Marathwada. Residents of the Dalit colony carried Rajashree's
body to the panchayat office and demanded that a case be registered against the sarpanch under the
SCs and STs (Prevention of Atrocities) Act. The region has historically been the caste cauldron of
Maharashtra.The tensions are now reflected in the conflicts over water.Dalits coount for 14.72% of
rural Marathwada's population, according to the SocioEconomic Caste Census, 2011.1t is 2% higher
than the Dalit population of rural Maharashtra as a whole.

In Bagh Pimpalgaon, the bone of contention is a water pipeline laid two years ago.While it serves the
bulk of the village, the Dalit neighbourhood has no access, locals allege. Most Dalits there are
landless labourers from the Matang community , who work in brick kilns or migrate to cut sugarcane
in western Maharashtra.“The pipeline goes to Jaikwadi camp, which is more than a kilometre away ,
but it does not come to our basti,* says a local, Pallavi Ghorpade. With sources drying up, the hunt for
water has become more desperate. The Dalit basti with 150 families depends mainly on one well. “If
we keep the water in a pot for more than one day , it develops floating insects. The children here keep
getting fever and diarrhoea, says Shakuntala Ghorpade.

The allegations of discrimination are strongly denied by the Dhangars. “We are all deprived of water,
not just Dalits. They are becoming more powerful than us after reservations,* says a local, Bhagwan
Shinde. Complaints about the lack of access to water for Dalits are on the rise, says Beed collector
Navalkishore Ram.

“We have been receiving complaints regarding the inequitable distribution of water in Dalit bastis,
where the dominant caste is accused of taking a larger share of the water,” he said. “The collectorate
acts on the complaints it receives. Social discrimination is a deep-rooted problem.In a crisis, these
1ssues surface in a more vivid way .*

The proportion of SCs and STs in Marathwada is marginally higher than the rest of the state, said
Anand Teltumbde, general secretary of Committee for the Protection of Democratic Rights. “But caste
discrimination has been high perhaps because of the feudal legacy of the Nizam's rule, he
said.Thebattle over the renaming of Marathwada University after B R Ambedkar has seen violence
against Dalits.

Often there is accumulated resentment among upper castes on issues like reservation which surfaces
during conflicts over resources, he says. “The irony is that the grudge surfaces in rural areas when the
gains of reservation have largely been experienced by urban Dalits.*
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A train with 10 wagons of potable water, approximately 5 lakh litres, reached Marathwada's parched Latur

around 4.30am on Tuesday. A second rake, with 50 wagons, is getting steam-cleaned to undertake a second
journey to the area, a senior railway official said, The service is likely to continue until the arrival of monsoon
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With around 10 states reeling under drought, the Supreme Court on Tuesday asked the Centre why the
natural calamity could not be brought under the Disaster Management Act to release funds for the
welfare of affected families.

A bench of justices Madan B Lokur and N V Ramana mooted the idea after noting that many states
had not declared drought. The Centre informed the court that its hands were tied and it could not force
states to declare a drought as the matter came within their domain. “Assuming that there is a gross
problem in states and people are suffering due to drought, then can the Centre say it cannot intervene
and do anything?* the bench asked.

Additional solicitor general P S Narsimha said there was no statute to regulate declaration of
drought.The bench pointed out that drought could be covered under the Disaster Management Act.
Narasimha replied that drought was not expressly mentioned in the Disaster Management Act, but it
could be covered under loss of crops. The court sought information on the number of people and
districts affected by drought, as well as the budgetary allocation for and expenditure of national and
state disaster relief funds. The Centre assured the bench that it would place the information before the
court on April 19, when the case will be taken up for hearing.
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The water crisis in Maharashtra is manifesting itself in increasingly dire ways. On Tuesday, a water
tanker driver on his way to Badapur in Yeola taluka, around 80km from Nashik, suffered a fracture in
his hand after he was beaten up by residents of a village nearby when he refused to supply them water.
“I said they would've to make a formal request if they wanted water. But they pulled me out and
thrashed me,* Vishnu Chavan (39), who was driving a panchayat samiti tanker, said.
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The number of villages facing acute shortage of drinking water in Maharashtra has increased from
2,873 to 3,100 within a week.

The highest number of water tankers has been deployed in Marathwada, where the water stock in
dams stood at 4% on April 11, against 13% the same day last year. State revenue minister Eknath
Khadse said a contingency plan had been drafted for Marathwada and Vidarbha, which includes
restrictions on new borewells.
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SChints at appointinq officer
to monitor govt s relief efforts

HT Correspondent =~
u [etters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
may monitor the government’s
relief work —through a commis-
sioner — in the drought affected
districts and ask for a report.

A bench of justice MB Lokur
and justice NV Ramana on
Tuesday expressed concern
over the rural crisis as the
Centre said it had no role in
declaring drought. It was for
the states to determine if there
was a crisis, it said.

Brushing aside the Union
government’s objections, the
court said the commissioner
would give it a correct picture
of the ground situation.

The court is hearing a PIL
that wants states to implement
schemes meant for drought-hit
areas. It asked the Centre for
data on how many districts
in the 10 affected states had
declared a drought.

Two straight back drought
years have hitrural incomes and
triggered a farm crisis in many
parts of the country »P10

http:/paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
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Pipes used tobuild the stage being cleared from the area. Oinam Anand

Month after World Culture Festival,
stage on Yamuna bed finally dismantled

KEDARNAGARAJAN
NEW DELHI,.APRILTZ

MORE THAN a week after the
promised deadline, the stage
built forthe Artof Living's (AOL)
World Culture Festival has finally
been dismantled. Over the past
twomonths, commuters dnving
down the Delhi-Noida-Direct
Fhyway (DND) could not miss the
stage, which stood tall on the
Yamuna floodplains.

The area is now barricaded
and boards that stated, 'Property
of the Delhi Development
Authority, trespassers will be
prosecuted’ can be seen across
the venue. Vegetation that the
foundation denied having
deared for the festival is slowly
growing back.

Inddentally, itwas the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
that had given the AOL more
than 60 hectares for seating,
parking space, kiosks, toilets and

Labourers clear the site.
Cvivarm Areard

pontoon bridges. The land was
given to the foundation on the
condition that no permanent
construction would take place.

The land falls within the Zone
O, whichisa"restricted” but not
a “prohibited” zone, according to
the DDA.

—‘ SCHOOLS SAY THEY HAVE NO OPTION

The IndianEXPRESS

'r'u'ed

13 ﬂprll 2016

While the stage has been dis-
mantled, pipes are strewn across
the area. Bharat Singh Yadav, a
labourer who helped dismantie
the stage, said, “The work was
taking time butoverthe lasttwo
days, more trucks arrived tocol-
lect the pipes. As aresult, we had
towork twoextra hours overthe
past four days.”

One of the pontoon bridges
constructed by the Uttar Pradesh
government has alsobeen dis-
mantled. Rajesh Kumar, one of
the workers, said, "The bridge
tooka lot of time toclear because
the workforce reduced signifi-
cantly once the festival ended. |
expect that it will reduce even
more now. As a result, the pon-
toons might be left behind as
transporting them is ime-con-
suming when there are fewer
helping hands."

The Rs 5 crore initial com-
pensation imposed on AOL by
the National Green Tribunal was
supposed to be paid on April 1.

epaper editions SPAPEr, indianexpress.com/c/966586@

However, the foundation
filedan application seeking per-
mission to submit a bank guar-
antee in place of the paymentof
the balance amount of Rs4.75
arore On March 10, AOL had paid
Rs 25 lakhas a showof faith.

The principal committee
constituted by the NGT to in-
spect the floodplains is yetto
visit the site and conduct its in-
spection.

The committee was to in-
spect the site four weeks after
the event's conclusion and de-
termine the compensation that
ADL s liable to pay.

It is also expected tochart out
acomprehensive plan for the re-
Juvenation of the land used for
the event. In its report on
February 20, the committee had
recommended a Rs 120 crore
Compensation.

The compensation and other
details will be determined at a
two-day hearingon April 21 and
22 by the NGT.
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SC may monitor drought rehef in aflected areas

Bhadra Sinha

= bhadra sithaBhindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
indicated on Tuesday that it
might appoint a commissioner
to monitor the government’s
drought-relief work in the
affected districts and submit a
report to the court.

The concern expressed by a
bench of justice MB Lokur and
justice NV Ramana over the
acute rural crisis in the country
came as the Centre claimed it had
norole in declaring drought in a
state. Additional solicitor general
PS Narasimha told the bench the
states had democratically elected
governments and it wasnot within
the Centre’s domain to determine

Is this a tamasha going on in the Supreme Court? All
you people (state counsel) think there is a tamasha
going on and you come here to participate in it. There is
a procedure here and that has to be followed.
SUPREME COURT BENCH TO HARYANA GOVT OVER DROUGHT RELIEF

whether an area suffered from a
crisis. But the law officer opposed
the court’s suggestion to nominate
acommissioner. He said it should
be done if the government was
unable to carry out court orders.
“We have many authorities work-
ing on it,” he said.

But the courtfelt a commission-
er, overseeing the implementation
of government schemes, would
place the correct picture before

it. “If the government releases
funds two or three months later,
the court commissioner will tell
us about it. A person affected in
Tamil Nadu will not come here to
complain if he hasn’treceived the
benefits,” the bench said. It told the
advocate court commissioners had
been appointed in the past.

The court is hearing a PIL filed
by NGO Swaraj Abhiyan that
wants the court to direct states

to implement schemes meant for
drought-hit regions. The petitioner
has claimed some states have not
declared a drought despite worsen-
ing rural conditions.

“When we do something, you
(government) complain we are
overreaching. If we don’t then
people complain we are not act-
ing,” the bench lamented.

The court asked Narasimha to
produce data on how many dis-
tricts in affected states declared a
drought. It wanted to know when
the declaration was made and the
annual budget of the national
drought relief fund and state
drought relief fund. It advised the
Centretodirect states not to insist
on ration cards to supply benefits
in drought-prone districts.

http:/paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
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Above normal’ monsoon thisyear

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Mew Delhi, 12 April

Redingunder drought-like
conditions for two consec-
utive years, India is like-
Iy to receive "above nor-
mal" monsoon this year
withafair distribationof
rainfall across major parts
of the country, the Met de-
partment said today

This was a hugely sig-
nificant announcement
notonly for the growthof
agriculture and overall
economy but also for a
large sectionof distressed
farmers in drought-hit
regions and commaon peo-
ple in parched belts of
the country.

Releasing its long range
forecast for the 2016 south-
wWest monsoon season
(June-September) rain-
fall, the India Meterolog-
ical Department {IMD)
said this is likely to be
106% of the Long Period
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Average(LPA) withamod-
elerror of plus or minus
5 % in the country

"The LPA of theseasan-
al rainfall over the coun-
try as a whole for the pe-
riod 1951-2000 is 89 crm,” the
IMD said.

According to the IMD-
ES80 (Earth System Sci-
ence Organisation s long
range forecast for 2016
monsoon, the seasonal

rainfall over the country
between.June and Septemn-
ber is expected to be
"excess” ~ above 110 % of
LPA ~with 30 % forecast
probability, "above nor-
mal" ~ 104-110 % of LPA
~ with 34% probability,
"normal” ~ 96-104 % of
LPA ~withao% probabil-
ity, "below normal" ~ 90-
96 % of LPA ~ with 30%
probability, and "deficient"
~ below 90 % of LPA ~with
merely 1 % probability

IMD director general
Laxman Singh Rathore
said there was 94 % prob-
ability of the country re-
ceiving "normal to above
normal” rainfall during
the coming monsoon,
pointingout that this was
only 1% with re gard to the
possibility of "deficient”
rainfall.

Mr Rathore told re-
porters while reply ing to
their questions that the

TURN TD PAGE 4

http://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/9665842?show=print
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‘Above normal’...

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
drought-gripped regions of Marathwada and
Bundelkhand would receive”good rainfall” this

ar.

“By and large, there willbe a fair distribu-
tion of monsoon across the country. It will be
a good year. During good monsoon conditions
there still remain some pockets.. which is
Northeast India where slightly less than nor-
mal monsoon is expected. Also the Southeast
partof the Peninsulalike Tami Nadu andadjoin-
ing Rayalseema districts may get slightly less
than normal rainfall,” Mr Rathore said.

“We arealsoexpecting good month-wise quan-
titative distribution which may accentuate in
the later half or the middle of the monsoon,”
he added.

The IMD said the E1 Nino conditions have
been weakening, which is said to be positive
for a normal monsoon.

“Analysis of previous datasuggests that mon-
soon season rainfall over thecountry as awhole
was deficient or below normal (below 96% of
LPA) during 65% of the El Nino years. How-
everduring 71% of the vears ollowed by E1 Nino
years, monsoon was normal and above { equal
to or above 96 % of LPA)." the IMD stated.

The El Nino weather conditions are blamed
for poor monsoon and deficient rainfall in the
past. Mr Rathore also caut ioned about “extrene-
Iy heavy rainfall” in some areas. “When there
is a case of above normal rainfall, extremely
heavy rainfall events will occur. But that can
anly be predicted in the regions. But we have
tobe ready for those kinds of sitnations. In April
we will take a meetingon this to deal with this
exigency,” the IMD chief said.

The Union ministey of earth sciences said
the IMD will issue the “update forecasts inJune
2016 as part of the second stage forecast™.

The ministry said the Indian Institute of Trop-
icalMeteorology (ITTM), Pune, has been work-
ing with different climate research centers firom
India and abroad on the “development of acou-
pled model for the forecasting of Indian sum-
mer monsoon rainfall under the Monsoorn Mis
sion project”. “The latest high resolution
research version of the Coupled Forecasting
System (CFS8) originally developed by the
National Centers for Environmental Prediction
(MCEP), USA has been used to generate exper-
imental forecast for the 2016 southwest mon-
soon season rainfall using the February initial
conditions,” the ministry said.

http://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/96658307?show=print
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 In Maharashtra’s drought-hit Latur,
pockets of patients are squeezed dry

L] \en

LATUR: The general ward at the
government medical college and
hospital in Latur is teeming with
patients, mostly suffering from
a host of gastrointestinal ail-
ments. Shaikh Zameer, a busi-
nessman from Ausa Tehsil, 60km
from Latur, lies on a bed in one
corner of the ward. The stench
inside the large hall has forced
his wife and children into the
corridor outside.

Zameer, who runs a grocery
shop, would have preferred to
be treated at a cleaner private
hospital for his abdominal pain.
He has already spent 90,000 on
tests at private facilities.

However, with private hospi-
tals in the district’s interiorareas
shutting down and the remain-
ing effecting a steep hike in costs
owing to water scarcity, Zameer,
like many others, cannot afford
the treatment. “I never went to
a government hospital earlier.
Butlcan’t afford the treatment at
private hospitals,” he says.

Latur city in Maharashtra’s
Marathwada region is battling
the worst drought ever and
can barely manage to meet the
drinking water needs of its five
lakh residents, with just about
1% storage water remaining in
the reservoirs.

As aresult, the hospital, like
other healthcare facilities, is
under stress to manage affairs.
“We are witnessing an unprece-
dented rush as some water is still

FARMER SUICIDES

9 farmers committed
suicide every day in
Maharashtra in 2015,
the highest since 2001

830/0 of these suicides
were in Vidarbha and
Marathwada, the highest
in the last 15 years

WATER SCARCITY

29 deaths due to water
scarcity reported between
February and March 2016

44 days of rainfall in the
region in 2015, down from
75 days in normal year, with
deficiency of around 60%

Sources: Indiaclimatedialogue
and HT research

IN THE EYE OF THE STORM

Vidarbha and Marathwada regions are reeling under
two consecutive droughts after poor winter rainfall

available here,” says Dr Ashok
Shinde, hospital dean. Despite
the rush, the hospital is handling
the situation with justabout 55%
of itsregular requirement of 1.9
lakh litres of water.

The influx can be gauged from
the fact that 100 extra floor beds
have been laid out in addition to
the 550 beds in the general ward,
while the outpatient department
(OPD) is flooded with 1,500-1,600
patients as against the daily
inflow of 1,000. “We are getting a
supply of around 40,000 litres by

http:/paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx

DROUGHT WOES

70% of 25,000 borewells in
Marathwada have dried up

Water is not available even 200
metres below ground

Earlier, water was available 50-100
metres below ground

municipality tankers. Another
60,000 litres is collected from
campus borewells and contri-
butions from charitable bodies,”
Shinde says.

The hospital, however, admits
ashortage of water has taken its
toll on the hygiene, especially
the hospital’s linen, wards and
toilets. “Our priority is to keep
the ICUs and operation thea-
tres (OTs) clean, the rest can
be managed,” says Mangala
Shinde, chief gynaecologist at
the hospital.

Worsening crisis
could close down
coaching centres

HT Correspondent

= lefters@hindustantimes.com

LATUR CITY: For class 12 students
at Dayanand College of Science,
Commerce and Arts, one of the
leading institutions here, the
upcoming common entrance test
(CET) isn't giving them as many
nightmares as the water scarcity.
The water crisis could possibly lead
tothe closure of hostels, affecting
theirdreams of ahigher education.
With the water crisis set to wors-
on, the district collector lastmonth
asked officials to consider closure
of hostels. The college has been
unrelenting as a shutdown would
putstudents’ careers at stake.
The predicament isn't particu-
larto Dayanand college alone; acri-
sislooms over the future of 50,000
studentsfromacross Maharashtra,
who have enrolled in various jun-
ior colleges and coaching classes
in Latur, the education hub of the
state, to prepare for CET. “The
exams are around the corner. We
have prepared for two years. The
closure of the hostel will not only
ruinmy career; butalso disappoint
my parents, who have high hopes
fromme,” said Gude, the youngest
of six children of a farmer from
Pangaon in Beed district.
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Kejri offers to send 10 lakh litres
water per day from Delhi to Latur

HT Correspondent
= htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal wrote to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday, saying the national
capital region can send 1 million
litres of water to the drought-hit
Latur per day for two months.
“The people of Delhi are
ready to give 10 lakh litres
(1 million litres) of water to
Latur per day. If the central
government can make arrange-
ments to send the water to
Latur, the Delhi Government
will make it available immedi-
ately,” the letter stated.
“Even though water is in
short supply in Delhi, it is our
responsibility to help those suf-
fering in Latur. If you deem fit,
an appeal can also be made to
every chief minister. Tam hope-
ful every state will extend help
for this cause,” the letterread . It
further said it would be shameful
if people died due to water short-
age in India in the 21st century.
The DelhiJal Board (DJB)sup-
plies close to 900 million gallons
of water to the city per day. This
translates to about 340 crore litres
of water. Sending 10 lakh litres
out of this to Latur per day will
hardly dent Delhi’s water supply,
DJBboard officials claimed.
Kejriwal appealed to
Delhiites through Twitter on
Monday, asking them if they
were ready to save some water
for the Marathwada region in

= A train supplies water to Latur. ANSHUMAN POYREKAR/HT

Maharashtra, where Latur is
located. The region is facing its
worst drought. The central gov-
ernment on Tuesday sent across
five lakh litres of water by train,
while arrangements are being
made for a second delivery
in a few days.

Read more

SC may monitor relief work in
affected areas »P10

http:/paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx

Delhi’s daily suppl

WHAT CAN 1 MILLION LITRES
OF WATER DO?

Delhi CM's announcement to send 1 million
litres of water to Latur has drawn criticism.

3,400 million litres

y by Delhi Jal Board

B Litres of water

135 175
litres litres

We take a look at what a million litres of water mean

1 million litres
What Delhi proposes to send to Latur

@ No. of people benefitted

B0

given per person per day

1 million litres
will not even
fill half an
Olympic-size
swimming pool,
which has 2.5
million litres

of water
250

litres™
*Like in NDMC areas, Delhi Cantt

Even though water is in
short supply in Delhi, it
is our responsibility to help
those suffering in Latur.
| hope every state will
extend help for the cause.

ARVIND KEJRIWAL, chief minister

Over 40% of Delhi
residents are hit by the
water crisis in different
parts of the city. In such a
scenario, how can the CM
plan to send water to Latur.
ASHOK BHASIN, president of NDRWAF

First give us
water, then
help Latur, say
residents

Ritam Halder

= ritam. halder@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Local residents fac-
ing water shortage on Tuesday
criticised chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal’s move to send 10 lakh
litres of water to the drought-hit
Latur per day for two months.

‘Ashok Bhasin, president of the
North Delhi Resident Welfare
Association Federation, said
Kejriwal should first provide
water to city residents, before
supplying it elsewhere.

“Over 40% of Delhi residents
are hit by the water crisis. In such
a scenario, how can the CM plan
to send so much water to Latur.
We need to take help from Punjab
and Haryana to meet our daily
water demands,” said Bhasin. He
has written to the chief minister,
the Prime Minister; the President
and the lieutenant-governor.

“Ttis surprising thatthe CM is
ignoring the rights of Delhiresi-
dents and fulfilling the demands
of other states. Water for Latur
is a good initiative. But first take
care of the people, whoelected you
as chief minister,” said Bhasin.

Anil Chatrath, general secretary
of theRWA of pocket A of phasellin
Mayur Vihar, said, “It is our right
to get clean drinking water: From
gettingwater throughout the day to
getting itfor an houraday, the situ-
ation is grim. The water quality is
also poor. Not everyone can afford
to buy an RO or drinking water,”
said Chatrath.
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