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' Nine districts facing

water crisis in state
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PARVESH SHARMA
CHANDIGARH, MAY 12

The latest fipures of the
availability and demand of
potable water in Haryvana
show water shortage in nine
districts of the state. Author-
ities concerned said there
was shortage of water sup-
ply from the Yamuna. They
said the supply had been
increased through tankers
in water-deficit districts.

As per sources, the overall
demand of Harvana is
211137 million litres perday
(MLD)., including 1.081.66
MLD from the urban side
and the remaining from the
rural side, But the state
authorities have been able to
ensure the availability of
total 1,913.22 MLD, including
968.86 MLD tothe urban side
and the remaining 944.36
MLD to the ruml side.

The report shows that the
demand of water is more
in Sonipat, Jind, Sirsa,
Hizar., Bhiwani, Rohtak,
Jhajjar, Mahendragarh and
Rewarl distriets,

District Demand . Availability
Sonipat 141,15 MLD | 114.40 MLD
Jind 115.30 MLD | 55.60MLD
Sirsa 13105 MLD 105 MLD
Hizar 188,22 MLD 146 MLD
Bhiwani 15695 MLD 128 MLD
Rohtak 124,58 MLD S92 MLD
Jhajjar 9745 MLD | 65.50MLD
Mahend ragarh 24 MLD . B4 MLD
Rewari 91.65 MLD 89.75 MLD

“Many villages in our area
are facing acute shortage of
water as the supply through
canal has been reduced
while the groundwater is
unfit for consumption. The
government must take
some immediate steps to
ensure the availability of
water” said Jaidev Singh, a
farmer from UTehana Ehurd
village of Jind district.

Haryana Public Health
Engineering Minister Ghan-
shyam Saraf confirmed
water scarcity in the state,
“We are getting a total of

1.400-1,600 cusecs of water
from Yamuna against our
entitlement of 6,000 cusecs.
ut of the received meagre
water quantity, we are sup-
plyving 500 cusecs to New
Delhi and majority of state
groundwater is unfit for con-
sumption,” the minister said.
He said officials con-
cerned had been asked to
ensure that the required
number of tankers reach
every distriet. A special dis-
trict-wise plan had been
prepared to ensure water
availability, he added.
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Monsoon to hit Kerala early, by May 28-30

VIEHA SHARMA

THIHUNE NEWSSENICE

NEW DELHI, MAY 12

The much-awaited southwest
monsoon will not just be
bountiful this vear, but could
also arrive a little early,
according to private forecast-
er skyvmet.

While India's official fore-
caster IMD is expected to
issue its prediction on the
monsoon onset dates soon,
Skymet today said it could hit

Arrival at other places

Goa June 7
Mumbai June 12
Delhi July 1
Chandigarh July 2
Punjab July 5

the southern-most tip of the
Indian subcontinent — the
Kerala coast —between May
28 and 30, with an emor
margin of two days,

The official arnval date of

http://epaper.tribuneindia.com/c/10280097 ?show=print

the monsoon is June 1 and
parts in the south and west
have stated  receiving
pre-monsoon showers,

Acvording to Skymet, the
monsoon  will reach  the
Andaman  and  Nicobar
Islands between May 18 and
MMay 20 and strike EKerala
between May 28 and May 30.
The entire country will be
covered by July 12,

“Present weather condi-
tions indicate a promising

beginning of the monsoon
this vear, which is likely to
usher in with a bang”
Skymet said,

Two vears of consecutive
drought has hit the country
hard, resulting in grave
water shortage and serious
challenges to humans, ani-

mals and  agriculture.
According to surveys, the
drought is expected to

impact the economy by at
least Bs 6.5 lakh crore.
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After 6.2-cr litre water to
Latur, Rlys sends bill: ¥4 cr

® A month after the first ‘water train’
reached Latur in Maharashtra's
drought-hit Marathwada, the Railways
has provided 6.2 crore litre water to the
parched region, and sent¥4 crore bill to
the district collectar as transport cost

Bt s up to the district administration
whether to pay us or seek waiver, We
sent the hill as per their request,” GM,
Central Railway, 5K Sood, said

B The first water train, Jaldoot, left Miraj
inwestern Maharashtra on April 11 and
reached Laturan April 12

oL b & v, -~ L . B Maharashtra has, meanwhile, declared

— S— - drought in moare than 29,000 villages,
A farmer in Odisha's Bargarh, a state hit by a severe heatwave, takes a milk mast of which lie in the Marathwada

hath as irate dairy farmers destroyed 30,000 litres of milk on Thursday in and Vidarbha regions that saw scanty
protest against the milk federation not lifting enough milk from them. Fmi rainfall last season

http://epaper.tribuneindia.com/c/10280102?show=print
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plague many parts of India this yeatis widely
acknowledged today. Yet it bas taken the Su- =
preme Court to call out the reluctance of some
States to declare a drought while simujtaneously decry-
ing the Centre’s recourse to “federalism” as an excuse to
avoid taking up the matter with these States. In the judg-
ment, delivered on a writ petition filed by the non-gov- -
ernmental organisation Swaraj Abhiyan, the Supreme
Court concluded that Bihar and Haryana had been re-
miss in not officially declaring a drought despite clear in-
dications of water scarcity; also that Gujarat was late in
its declaration made in April 2016. The governments of
Bihar and Haryana had argued that "a declaration of
drought was not necessary as rainfall deficits had eased
in many districts by July 2015. But the Supreme Court has
pointed out that many districts in these States have since
progressively suffered rainfall deficits till as late as Octo-
ber 2015. The court also said that steps taken by State gov-
ernments for irrigation and foodgrain production, or the
presence of perennial rivers (which the Bihar govern-
ment has submitted as a factor), alone cannot determine
whether there is a drought-like situation or not. It has di-
rected the Centre to take proactive steps in drought miti-
gation as well as in assessment, planning and relief as
mandated by the Disaster Management Act,2005.
Drought is- attributed to rainfall deficit in several
States, suggesting that meteorological and natural fac-
tors are primarily responsible for the phenomenon. This,
however, is an incomplete explanation. Water scarcity —
in both surface and ground water — is also the result of
failure to regulate water extraction, storage, wastage and
———— patterns of use. The excessive use of deep borewells to
extract groundwater has eroded the capacity of aquifers
to replenish. Poor reservoir management has led to silt
accumulation, among other issues limiting water stor-
age. Lack of water harvesting and over-irrigation owing '
to cropping choices and patterns have depleted water ta-
bles. Preparation for drought and ipso facto for a deficit
in annual rainfall must go beyond mitigation and include
steps to address this man-made scarcity. This cannot be
done without a coordinated effort at all levels of govern-
ment. The Supreme Court has directed the Centre to
constitute a National Disaster Response Force, establish

a National Disaster Mitigation Fund, formulate a Nation-.
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River link: recalling an old idea

whose time may have come

TE~1%
P- 13

Phase I of the Ken-Betwa linking could roll soon. The background to what is
probably India’s most ambitious infra plan — and the status of its first prOJect

The initial idea, follow-up

DURING the Raj, British engineer Sir Arthur
Cotton sought to link the Ganga and the
Cauvery tofacilitate navigation. The idea was
shelved with the expansion in railroads. The
idea of inter-basin transfers from surplus to
deficit areas was in circulation at various
times in the last century. In 1982, the National
Water Development Agency (NWDA) was
formed, and entrusted with the task of car-
rying out water balance and feasibility stud-
ies of the linking programme of 30 rivers.

The Vajpayee resurrection

The idea gathered steam under the Atal
Bihari Vajpayee government. The big planwas
to connect 14 Himalayan and 16 peninsular
rivers by constructing 30 canals and 3,000
reservoirs to irrigate 87 million hectares of
land, and produce 34 gigawatt of hydroelec-
tricity. The Supreme Court formed a task force
in 2002, which set an action plan for all de-
tailed project reports to be completed by 2006.

Plan starts to roll

Following a tripartite memorandum of
understanding signed in 2005 among the
union Minister for Water Resources and the
Chief Ministers of Uttar Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh, a detailed project report was pre-
pared on the Ken-Betwa river link project.
But the project ran into strong opposition by
conservationists and the Ministry of

"'UTTAR PRADESH
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Environment. In its final judgment on
February 27, 2012, a three-member Bench,
headed by the Chief Justice of India, ex-
pressed the “pious hope of speedy imple-
mentation” of the project.

The Modi boost
The project got a big boost under the

‘Narendra Modi government, as Water
Resources Minister Uma Bharti made a
strong pitch for completing the river linking
within a decade to tackle drought. The 9,393-
crore Ken-Betwa project was allocated Rs
100 crore in 2014-15 to expedite work. But ~
no headway was possible in tt5 absence of

green clearances. —~ENS

e
e

KEN-BETWA PHASE I:
SOME ISSUES AT HAND

ITIS YET to get formal environ-
mental and forest clearance — both
hinge on the ability of the Water
Resources Ministry to address
ecological concerns and satisfy the
National Board For Wildlife on the
project’s potential impact on the
Panna Tiger Reserve.

ACCORDING TO the Environment
Ministry, Phase of the project
would result in directloss of 5803
sq km (10.07 %) of Critical Tiger
Habitat (CTH) of Panna Tiger
Reserve due to submergence,
indirect loss of 105.23sq km of CTH
due to fragmentationand loss of
connectivity.

BUT IT WOULD ensure availability
of water to drought prone areas of
‘both Uttar Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh, and provide irrigation to
about 6 lakh hectares of land
annually, and drinking water to
13.42 lakh people in the two states.
CONSERVATIONISTS HAVE
alerted the government about the
impact of the project on the Ken
Ghariyal Sanctuary. According to
the detailed project report, one of
the barrages will be constructed
inside the sanctuary. Project deve-
loper National Water Development
Agency (NWDA), on the other
hand, has repeatedly claimed that
Ken Ghariyal sanctuary will benefit
from the project.
THE PROJECT HAS drawn flak for
being put up in parts, and notin its
entirety, for green clearances.
~ENS
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A boy cools himself under a public watnrfountain at India Gate in the Capital on Thursday.
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3 children swept away

RAIN HAVOC IN JAMMU Houses, roads destroyed; Battered B

HT Correspondent

o letters@hindustantimes.com

JAMMU: Three schoolchildren
were swept away in a flash flood
that struck the Batote area of
Ramban district, 125 km from
Jammu, on Thursday evening.

Kud, Patnitop, Batote and
Ramban had been witnessing
torrential rain since early in the
morning. The flash flood struck
around 4pm, sweeping away
houses and damaging roads.

Ramban deputy commis-
gioner Mohammed Ajaz said,
“Three schoolchildren return-
ing from school near Batote
were swept away in the Ladwal
nullah (rivulet).”

The children were identified
as Rakesh Kumar, 14, Payal, 15
and Shivala Devi, five.

The Batote-Kishtwar highway
was blocked and broken at sev-

» People an

eral places with the administra-
tion trying to clear it of debris.
Deputy inspector general,

security forces struggle through the flash
struck Batote area of Jammu on Thursday.

~t
[ 4

flood that
CREDIT / HT PHOTO

Doda range, Nisar Ahmad
said the rescue operation was
launched soon after. Teams were

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of Indiz (&)

b

in flash flood

atote-Doda highway closed
| 5 1%, ® -

rushed to the spot. “Fortunately,
the rain has stopped. The bod-
jes of Rakesh and Shivala were
recovered, while a search ison
for Payal’s,” he said.

LANDSLIDES HIT TRAFFIC

The road to Doda was closed at
Dansal and Jetti due to landslides.
Traffic was halted at Nashri due
to slush on the road. There were
unconfirmed reports of damage
to property in the area.

ALERT ON TAWI BANKS
The civil and police admin-
istration were on an alert and
cautioned people residing on
the banks of the Tawi to move
to safer places in view of the
flash flood. Announcements
were made through public
address systems on police vehi-
cles. Children playing along the
banks were asked to move away.
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Centre: Don’t
allow Aravali
foothills to
be run over

@timesgroup.com

Gurgaon: The Centre has ur-
gedthe Haryana governmentto
demarcate the Aravali foothills
as a ‘water sensitive zone’ and
bring it under the protection of
environment laws, reflecting

the concern about rapid deple- :

tion of the water table in NCR
and fears that the foothills co-
uld be overrun by real estate
projects in future.

The Haryana government
is in the middle of a demarca-
tion exercise to draw afresh the
contours of Natural‘Conserva-
tion Zones (NCZ), which are
mostly areas in and around the
Aravalis. Construction cannot
exceed 0.5% of an NCZ area.

But the exercise set off
alarm bells last month after a
TOI report on April 7 revealed
that noteven 10% af the ‘bhood’
area in Gurgaon would qualify
for classification as foothills.
‘Bhood’ is a revenue term for
the Aravalifoothills. It drew wi-

despread protests from envi-
ronmentalistsand theforestde: -

partment.

The same concern pro-
mpted the Centre to intervene.
In a letter to Haryana chief se-
cretary D S Dhesi, dated April
26, the Union ministry of water

. resources, river development

and Ganga rejuvenation urged
the state government to ensure
that the Aravali hills and the
‘bhood’ were protected appro-
priately as ecological sensitive
areasforthesakeof fresh water
availability in NCR in the non-
monsoon period.
Environmentalists

onthesustainability of NCR.

have .
maintained that ‘bhood’ areas :
are important water recharge |
zonestheirexclusionfromNCZ :
will have serious implications :

o

vali foothills as a ‘water sel-

itive zone’ and bring it und-
Zr the protection of green
1aws, reflecting the concern
over depletion of the water
table in NCRand }he r_xeed to
ensure availabih}y in the
non-monsoon period.P4
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Drink up 1-49 P-9

HOT DAY: A squirrel beats the heat as the maximum temperature in New Delhi settled at 41
degrees Celsius, two notches above normal, on Thursday. — PHOTO: V. SUDERSHAN
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 Water Wastrels 2%

‘With 33 crore affected by drought, India urgently
; needs better water management

) e Supreme Court’s caustic 53-page verdict on what it calls
: “lack of will” by the Centre and states to tackle widespread
] drought, as well as their failure to prepare a national action
plan even 10 years after the Disaster Management Act came into force,
mes notaday too soon. Atatime when one-fourth of Indiahas been
%gt hard by water scarcity, the apex court’s alarming conclusion that
e Centre is guilty of “washing its hands” of anational disaster even
s several states have adopted an “ostrich-like attitude” must leadtoa
licy overhaul. For a water-scarce countrylikeIndia, managingsuch
valuable resource is essential and immediate steps must be taken to
fix lopsided priorities.

Better water management is particularly crucial
because India’s water map is uneven. Outside the
water-rich Ganga-Brahmaputra-Meghna basin and
the western coastline, just 29% of water resources
service64% of itslandarea. Thisleaves over halfthe
country at the mercy of rain gods. Experts point out
that over 80% of all fresh water used in India is for
agriculture. Even as groundwater tables across the
country are fast depleting, our agricultural yields
mains woefully low when compared with countries like China
thich, forexample, produces twice theamount of riceper hectare, or
hdonesia, whose groundnut productivity is 1.5 times higher. India
ently needsa time-bound plan for controlled irrigation.
ggustainable water management also requires local solutions.

-scale national projects like the National River Linking Project
simply too unwieldy to be effective. What we need is a drastic
rhaul of farm and power policies and the promotion of new
irrigationandharvestingtechniquesthatneedlow capital investment

for a nationwide water pricing mechanism as well as a model water
law that penalises over-exploitation of water is more urgent than ever.
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It is time for an independent judicial inquiry into the trail of the

TOPICS Rs.20,000 crore borrowed from banks

energy and Let us assume we start a company that will produce drinking water for all Indian
resource residents. We know the approximate annual flow of water into all our rivers in the
oil and gas - upstream  country is about 2,000 cubic km per year. This includes all sources of water flow,
activities including the annual snowfall from the Himalayan glacier flowing into the Ganga-

Brahmaputra basin to flows into the Andaman, Nicobar and Lakshadweep islands.
The realistically utilisable flows are only about 700 cubic km per year. Of this, let’s say, our company has
the technological capabilities to only convert 20 cubic km into drinking water. Let’s then assume that
our company has proudly claimed to the nation that there is 2,000 cubic km of water flow every year
and we will thus provide drinking water to all Indians in two years at a project cost of Rs.2,000 crore.
Using this, we have managed to borrow Rs.2,000 crore from banks.

Five years later, we produce a development plan that now says the utilisable flows are only 700 cubic km
per year, of which drinking water can only be 20 cubic km per year. The plan also says that the revised
project cost is now Rs.8,500 crore and hence we borrow more money.

Ten years after the original announcement, we now state that we have not produced any drinking water
and have borrowed Rs.20,000 crore. But we still have utilisable flows of 700 cubic km per year in
water.
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The GSPC saga

Would anyone in their reasonable mind believe our company? Wouldn’t most right-thinking individuals
ask for an investigation into our company? Or should people continue to believe our company’s claims
of having utilisable annual water flows of 700 cubic km per year? It may well be a fact that there is
2,000 cubic km of water flow every year. It may well be true that there are utilisable flows of 700 cubic
km every year. These can also be certified by ‘experts’. But does that mean our company that has failed
to produce a drop of drinking water after a decade and Rs.20,000 crore in loans should still be trusted
to provide drinking water to all Indians?

This in a nutshell is the saga of the Gujarat State Petroleum Corporation (GSPC) and its quest for gas in
the Krishna Godavari (KG) basin.

Probable and recoverable reserves

In two articles earlier (“The new KG scam” published on April 18 and “The KG basin scam — Part II”
published on April 29), I had outlined the story of GSPC, the outlandish claims of gas discovery in 2005
by the then Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra Modi, GSPC’s outrageous borrowings from public sector
banks, and fishy operations. Yet, Finance Minister Arun Jaitley in the Rajya Sabha and an economist,
Rajiv Kumar, in The Hindu (“Smelling a scam — supposedly”, May 9) want us to believe that the
company is genuine in its quest for gas in the KG basin. Their entire arguments rest on the premise that
the company still has gas reserves, similar to our company in the example claiming we still have 700
cubic km of utilisable water. Mr. Jaitley and Mr. Kumar quote the company’s claims of reserves of 14
trillion cubic feet of gas, but fail to qualify it by saying these are “probable” reserves, not recoverable.
The table above shows a history of what GSPC has claimed in terms of its reserves, production date and
exploration costs of extracting gas from the KG basin, over a decade. Contrast that with the actual
proven reserves from producing blocks and the actual amount in borrowing. Notice how GSPC and its
protagonists have consistently misled people while the company goes on a borrowing spree. This should
put to rest all attempts to defend GSPC with its estimates of reserves, be it probable, possible, plausible
or whatever.

Mr. Jaitley and Mr. Kumar also argue that GSPC has been able to meet its loan obligations and is hence
solvent. This is perhaps true but not evident from GSPC’s annual reports. As of 2014-2015, its loans
outstanding were Rs.19,716 crore at an average interest rate of nearly 10 per cent. This means the
interest costs alone on these loans are nearly Rs.2,000 crore. GSPC’s entire cash flow (not profits which
is paltry) generated from its operations is only Rs.682 crore. Its share of dividends and pre-tax profit
from all its subsidiaries put together was only Rs.537 crore. So, how could GSPC have serviced all its
debt obligations through internal income? Part of the answer lies in how GSPC refinanced Rs.3,000
crore of its loans from State Bank of India and borrowed another Rs.3,500 crore in foreign currency
from SBI, Bank of Baroda, and others to pay interest on earlier loans. Borrowing heavily and
refinancing to pay interest on past loans doesn’t sound like a prudent business model as GSPC’s
defendants claim, does it?

Inability to extract gas

Then Mr. Kumar claims that the company is not only solvent but is actually attractive since it can earn
Rs.43,000 crore in income through production of KG basin gas. Unfortunately for him, just as he wrote
his article came news that GSPC is in talks to sell its KG block for a fraction of that amount, to Oil and
Natural Gas Corporation Limited, another public sector undertaking controlled by the Ministry of
Petroleum. Lest this be dismissed as media speculation, even the 2015 Comptroller and Auditor General
report states that the management of GSPC have acknowledged their inability to extract gas from KG
basin and are looking for “strategic” options such as sale to a third party. It is common industry
knowledge that GSPC has been looking to palm off its KG block “asset” to any willing buyer but hasn’t
been able to do so yet. If GSPC is indeed very solvent with a bright and rosy future, why would it want to
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/the-gspc-numbers-dont-stack-up/article8591270.ece 2/3
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sell the KG block now at a fraction of its potential revenues?

The adventurism of GSPC was not confined to India. The company acquired 11 exploration blocks in
Australia, Indonesia, Egypt and Yemen in just five years between 2006 and 2011. Guess what, it
surrendered 10 of these 11 blocks by 2015 and wrote off nearly Rs.2,000 crore in exploration costs —
Rs.2,000 crore of Indian savers’ money in public sector banks. The facts are simple and
straightforward, no matter how its defendants want to spin them.

GSPC made outlandish claims of gas discovery only to be able to borrow outrageous sums of money.
After 11 years and Rs.20,000 crore in loans, there has been no gas output from the KG basin. GSPC’s
borrowings are either a silent non-performing asset or it remains artificially solvent only through
additional borrowings and bank negotiations. It has made reckless acquisitions, handed contracts to
dubious vendors, and has consistently misled people. GSPC is now staring at the barrel and looking to
palm this off to another PSU — ONGC. It suffices to say, the time is up for GSPC and its masterminds. It
is now time for an independent judicial inquiry into the trail of the Rs.20,000 crore borrowed from
banks and efforts to recover that.

Jairam Ramesh is a Congress Rajya Sabha MP.
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