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Farm waiver quantum sees a jump

Karnataka’s scheme now exceeds 40,000 cr., up from the 34,000 cr. announced in the Budget

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The quantum of the Janata
Dal (Secular)-Congress coali-
tion governfhent’s much-dis-
cussed farm loan waiver is
now about ¥40,000 crore —a
jump from 34,000 .crore an-
nounced in the Karnataka
Budget. ‘

On Thursday, Chief Minis-
ter H.D. Kumaraswamy an-
nounced that all crop loans
in cooperative institutions to
the tune of %1 lakh availed ill
July 10, 2018, would be
waived under the scheme.

While the Budget announ-
cement said crop loans taken
between April 1, 2009, and
December 31, 2017, were elig-
ible, the Chief Minister ex-
tended the date of eligibility
till July 10, which is expected
to benefit about 45 lakh fami-
Bes.: % 3

The announcement, ac-
cording to Mr. Kumaraswa-
my, would have a net benefit
for farmers of about ¥8,500
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Cheer for farmers: Karnataka Chief

Minister H.D. Kumaraswamy

speaking in the Assembly on Thursday. =v.sreenivAsa MURTHY

crore in the cooperative sec-
tor alone.

Crop loan of ¥48,091 cr.

Currently, the size of the
crop loan in both coopera-
tive institutions and nation-
alised banks is to an extent of

348,091 crore from 43.56
lakh accounts. Mr. Kumaras-
wamy announced the addi-
tional waiver during his rep-
ly to the discussion on the
Budget in the Assembly,
even as he defended the
loan-waiver scheme and pro-

vided statistics as to how it
would be implemented.

This was in reaction to the
Opposition BJP’s charge that
the loan waiver was a mere
‘eyewash’ and that the go-
vernment was shying away
from its election promise.

- Interest-free bonds

Mr. Kumaraswamy said the
State government would is-
sue interest-free bonds to na-
tionalised banks to take over
the crop loan dues of farm-
ers. According to him, loan
overdue of ¥10,500 crore in
eight nationalised banks
would be covered.

“I have had three rounds
of discussions with bankers
so far. The scheme will be
worked out before July 20.
The State government has
put forth the condition that
farmers will be issued no-ob-
jection certificate, and also
they will be eligible for fresh
loans. The bonds will be the
government’s commitment

towards the loan waived,” he
added.

However, Leader of the
Opposition B.S. Yeddyurap-
pa said that the scheme an-
nounced by the government
to waive crop loans in na-
tionalised banks was not ten-
able.

“How will the Reserve
Bank of India approve this?
How can banks give no-ob-
jection certificates to farm-
ers when the crop loan is to
be repaid over the next four
years? Will the defaulting
farmers be removed from
the CIBIL records?”

In his response, Mr. Kum-
araswamy said that the
scheme did not need the
RBI's approval. “In fact,
bankers felicitated me for
taking ‘up this proposal be-
cause they are getting their
money. Similar schemes
have been implemented in
Uttar Pradeh, Maharashtra,
Telangana, and Andhra Pra-
desh,” he added.
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SPIRIT OF SENDAI

Nations must have action plans to reduce risks of disasters -

MAMI MIZUTORI

NO OTHER REGION in the world illustrates
the now chronic nature of displacement
caused by extreme weather events and cli-
mate change more than Asia and the Pacific.
Last year, 18.8 million people were forced to
run for their lives from floods, storms and
earthquakes in 135 countries across the
globe. Once again, it was the most disaster-
prone region in the world which bore the
brunt of this human exodus, 11.4 million peo-
ple from across East and South Asia and the
Pacific islands.

This year has not started well for the re-
gion with reports suggesting that a million
people have been displaced by heavy mon-

. soonrains, floods and landslides in Indiaand
Bangladesh, where the cyclone season also
threatens. Despite successes in reducing loss
of life in recent years, thanks to early warn-
ing systems and improved preparedness,
Asiastillaccounted for almost 50 percent of
the worldwide loss of life from disasters last

year. Economic losses were in the region of

$34 billion, a loss which many developing
countries can ill afford if they are to succeed
in eradicating poverty. This formed the back-
drop: to the discussions at the Asian
Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk
Reduction in Ulaanbaatar, capital of
Mongolia, early July. The conference has been
convening every two years since 2005.

The focus of the discussions was on the
flearneed foraccelerated implementation of
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Despite successes in

_reducingloss of life in recent

years, thanks to early
warning systems and
improved preparedness, Asia
still accounted for almost 50

per centof the worldwide = - -

loss of life from disasters last
year. Economic losses were
inthe region of $34 billion, a;
loss which many developing
countries can ill afford if
they are to succeed in:
eradicating poverty:

the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction 2015-2030, the global plan to re-
duce disaster losses that was adopted in Japan
three years ago. It sets out seven targets for
reduction in loss of life, numbers of people
affected, economic losses and damage to in-
frastructure through enhanced international
cooperation, better riskinformation and early
warning systemns. That plan also sets a dead-
line of 2020 for a substantial increase in the
number of countries with national and local
strategies for disaster risk reduction.

These strategies are a golden opportunity
to get many things right, which will help not
only to reduce the scale of unnecessary losses
but also achieve key sustainable develop-
mentgoals suchas the eradication of poverty,
the creation of resilient cities and action on
climate change. Two years ago, India had
hosted the conference and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had urged participants to
“embrace the spirit of Sendai”.

Both India and Mongolia have adopted
national strategies aligned with the Sendai
Framework’s priorities and both are invest-
ing in developing and maintaining national
disaster loss databases, which are essential
toguide risk-informed investment at the lo-
cal level in critical infrastructure such as
housing, schools, hospitals, public utilities
and transport links. Their example must be
emulated by many other countries across the
region because itis at the local level that the

work of prevention and risk reduction starts
to pay a dividend in terms of resilience.

It is also at the local level that most
progress can be made on ensuring an inclu-
sive approach to disaster risk management,
one whichincludes the insights and experi-
ences of those who may be marginalised and

‘disproportionately affected by disaster

events. Women, girls, youth, older persons,
persons living with disabilities and indige-
nous people should be actively recruited as
agents of change in their communities.
Monitoring of the Sendai Framework tar-
gets got underway in March and this confer-
ence was a renewed opportunity to assess
how well-prepared Asia is to deliver on the
commitments it has made to move from
managing disasters to managing the risks
which drive those disasters. Those risks in-
clude the rapid scale of urbanisation across

‘the region, which is an opportunity todo de-

velopment in a risk-informed, resilient way
that avoids creating future disasters.

More than anything, it is the human cost
of disasters that is the most compelling ar-
gurent for action. Real progress will bring
down the numbers of families and people
internally displaced by disasters.

The writer is special representative of the UN
Secretary-General for Disaster Risk
Reduction and head of the UN Office for
Disaster Risk Reduction
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> After being complete-
Iy cut off from the rest
of the city on Tuesday,
the belt got respite from
rainfall on Wednesday

> While in villages
In Vasai, Nalaso- -
,Para and Virar, the
water receded faster
due to their proximity
to the sea, the east side
of the region remaineqd
flooded 7
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EF BUT STILL NO END TO TRoUBLES
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- > Autorickshaws ang
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flats, destroying :
furniture and gadgets
> Houses located on .
the ground floor in
Vasaj’s Manickpur
area were ajso
Waterlogged tjj|
Wednesday
> Electric meter
rooms of severa|
ousing societies
remained under water

civic buses stayed off

number of ground-floor ;

roads

t Nallasopara as WR services in the Vasai-Virar belt resume
ctions as the water level stayed 160-170mm over the tracks

* Commuters walk along the tracks 5

d on Wednes-

" day but crawled due to speed restri
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MUMBAL July 10: Road,
rail traffic and flights were hit
as the country’s commercial
capital and many parts of Ma-
harashtra continued to be
‘hammered by incessant rains
for the fourth consecutive day
on Tuesday, officials said.
Mumbai has now been placed
at high alert.

Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis informed the legis-
lature that all agencies includ-
ing the Indian Navy, the Dis-
aster Management Cell and
others are working hard to
provide all assistance to
Mumbaikars. '

Anxious moments were
experienced at Mumbai Air-

port when an Axr Indla Ex-
press flight IX-213 with 89
passengers, while landmg on
the alternate runway 14 at
around 3 p.m., overshot the

runway by 10 feet and

stopped on the paved stopway.
- An AIX spokesperson said
though the aircraft landed cor-
rectly and used maximum
braking, it could not stop ow-
ing to the slippery conditions
following heavy rains and
stopped only on the paved
stopway. There was no dam-
age to the aircraft nor injuries
to the passengers or crew.
An airport spokesperson
said flight arrivals and depar-
tures were delayed by around

25 minutes with no cancella-
tions or diversions.

Mumbai’s l,ifelline,,. the
Western Railway (WR) and
Central Railway (CR) subur-
ban trains, were running late
by 45-60 minutes due to wa-
terlogged tracks, causing ma-
jor delays to the morning
commuters.

WR services on the critical
Vasai-Virar sector were can-
celled. Services operated
only between Churchgate and
Vasai, as tracks lay sub-
merged between Vasai-Virar,
and electrical cables, signal-
ing and other equipment
were damaged.

Several inbound or out-

'éct 'normal hfe 1n Mumbai

bound long-distance trains,
including even the Rajdhani

- Express,; August Kranti Ra-

jdhani Express, Shatabdi Ex-
press, Duronto Express and
others, were either can-
celled, terminated en route
or diverted on the Mumbai-
Gujarat and Mumbai-New
Delhi sectors.

WR spokesman G Ma-
hapurkar said over 700 food
packets and water was dis-
tributed to thousands of
stranded passengers at var-
ious stations and in trains
halted en route on the net-
work and efforts were on to
restore services after the
waters receded. — IANS
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‘Showers lash city for a sécond day

Nearly 2 cm of rain recorded in Nungambakkam; roads in suburbs wateriogged |

taking cover at Chintadripet.

:  SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
: "CHENNAI

Chennai may enjoy its tryst
with thunderstorms for one or
two more days during evening
or night hours. For the second
consecutive day on Wednes-
day, rain lashed several parts
of the city.

The weather station in Nun-
gambakkam recorded nearly

Sudden impact: A tree that fell durin

¥

2 cm of rainfall till 8.30 p.m.
Many places like Poonamallee
and Ennore also received 2 cm
of rainfall during the same pe-
riod. Roads in southern sub-
urbs such as Tambaram and
Alandur were waterlogged af-
ter the showers that lasted
more than two hours.

The weather stations in
Nungambakkam and Mee-

g the thundershowers on Wednesday,
= V. GANESAN, M. KARUNAKARAN

nambakkam registered 34.2
degree Celsius and 35.1 degree
Celsius respectively. A gener-
ally cloudy sky may keep the
day temperature close to nor-

-mal of 35 degree Celsius.

Officials of the Meteorologi-
cal department said it is typi-
cal for such thunderstorm ac-
tivity during July, particularly

during evenings and nights.

blocking the Bharathi Road in Perambur, (Right)

s

‘ R
Officials cited convective ac-

tivity to be the reason behind
thundercloud = de il

over the city. A thunderstorm
cloud can bring in rain for a
short span up to one or two
hours.

There is only chance of iso-
lated rainfall in one or two
places across the State till the
weekend, the officials added.

|
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Heavy rain fills Karnataka dams

(i PR

State will now be
able to meet its
obligation to T.N.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MYSURU

Heavy rain in the catchment
area of the Kabini and the
Cauvery has augmented in-
flow into the reservoirs,
which, the officials say, will
make it easier for Karnataka
to meet its obligation to Ta-
mil Nadu this year.

The Kabini was in spatein & ~
many parts of Mysuru region  In full flow: Twenty crest gates were opened at the Gajanur Tunga Reservoir near Shivamogga
as the authorities steppedup  on Wednesday due to heavy rain in catchment areas. svaiya
outflow from the dam at Bee-
chanahalli at the rate of a senior official in Cauvery : d 1 l I d l d :
around 50,000 cusecs on Neeravari Nigama Ltd. R@COY eve at u (].
Wednesday. Discharge at the The current rate of out- :
rate of 11,000 cusecs for 24 flow was inevitable as the : STAFF REPORTER 2,362.34 ft, which was
hours adds up to 1 tmcft of -water level has reached the : wukki 56.57% of the total level.
water. The discharge from optimum height and was ho- : The Idukki hydroelectric On Wednesday, the level
the Kabini reservoir has vering at 2,282.82 ft against : project on Wednesday seta  was 2,358.42 ft, where as it
roughly been 10 tmcft to 12 the full reservoir level of : record in its water level was 2,315.98 ft the same day
tmcft of water in just the last 2,284 ft, he said. i since 1990, reaching 52.94% last year. The level on Tues-
three or four days. Heavy rain in Kodagu has : ofits total reservoir level. day was 2,355.86.§t. The rate

“The cumulative inflowin-  increased the inflow into : An official of the Dam ofincreaseinthe laﬁls'g::f 2

to the reservoir since June 1  Krishnaraja Sagar (KRS). The : Monitoring and Research past two days has also been o
is 42.337 tmcft against which ~ water level on Wednesday : Station told The Hindu that arecord, with nearly 3 -
29.61 tmcft has been dis- was at 115.20 ft against the : on July 9, 1990 the level  cess water reaching the dam
charged so far,” according to  FRL 0f 124.80 ft. : reached the highest of aday.
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State

It’s enough and more for dams, farmers g

CM to offer ‘bagina’
to KRS, Kabini dams

¢ BENGALURU. Expressing hap-
¢ piness over good rains in the
- Cauvery catchment areas,
| ChiefMinister HD Kumaras-
. wamy on Wednesday said he
. would offer ‘bagina’ to KRS
andKabini reservoirs on July
k200

Before that Kumaraswamy
would perform puja in Tala-
cauvery, Bhagamandala and
atthe Chamundeshwari tem-
plein Mysuru.

“The region has been re-
ceiving good rains. If the
rains continue, KRS will be
. full within a week. There will
be no problem to release wa-
ter to Tamil Nadu after that,”
said Kumaraswamy after
presiding over a preliminary
meeting on Dasara celebra-
tions.

Dasara festivities

The chief minister said that
the government would make
the Dasara celebrations
in October a world-class
event.

The meeting was attended
by ministers G T Devegowda,
N Mahesh, C S Puttaranga
Shetty and Jayamala, besides
MLAs of Mysuru, Mandya
and Chamarajanagar and of-
ficials concerned.

Kumaraswamy directed
the officials to take the MLAs
of the three districtsinto con-
fidence while making prepa-
rations for the festivities.
There would be no dearth of
funds, he added.

He said that a committee
would be set up comprising
the legislators and officials

Y for better coordination.

He said there should be no
glitches, including the issue
of passes.

Kumaraswamy said Mys-
uru, which was surrounded
by many tourist destina-
tions like Madikeri and na-
tional parks like Bandipur
and Nagarahole, would be
developed into an interna-
tional tourism destination.

He said that the prelimi-
nary meeting was held be-
fore theinauspicious month
of ‘Ashada’setin.

DH News Service

Flood 31tuat10n in Bhagamandala in Kodagu dlstrlct conti

BENGALURU: Monsoon
mayhem has continued in

. the state on Wednesday. The

rivers and reservoirs seem
to be getting enough inflow
and more even as farmers
could not be happier, since
they are getting the water
for their crops, which they

' were deprived of in the last

few years, even at the peak
of the season.

Kodagudistrictcontinuedto
beinthegrip of theintensifying
monsoon. Virajpet, Ponnam-
pet, Gonikoppa and Srimanga-
la experienced heavy showers.
River Lakshmanatheertha
is in spate. The movement of
vehicles on the Harihara, Bal-
lemandoor and Nittur-Balele

stretch was disrupted with wa- .

ter flooding the road. Several
paddy fields have been inun-
dated.

The flood situation at the
Triveni Sangama in Bhaga-
mandala has continued. The
fire service personnel and
divers are camping in Bhaga-
mandala to ease the situation.
Theinflow of water to Harangi
reservoir has increased to
14,973 cusecs.

After a gap of 15 years,
50,000 cusecs of water was
released into River Kapila from
Kabini dam in H D Kote taluk,
Mysurudistricton Wednesday.

With heavy rainin Wayanad
and surroundingareas, in both

The bathing ghat at Bhagamandala in Kodagu dlst}ictjs iyr‘luhd'a‘teadn Wednes&ay foliowmg heaw rain. pHpHOTO S

Kerala and Karnataka, the in-
flow into the Kabini reservoir
has increased considerably.
The authorities have issued
flood alert, appealing to those
residing near the river to move
to safer places. A youth, along
with his two-wheeler, is feared
to have drowned in a rivulet
at Guddethota in Balehonnur
of Chikkamagaluru district
late on Tuesday night. The de-
ceasedis Ashok (21), aresident

of Karemane.

Sringeri too continued to
receive heavy rain. Kigga re-
ceived 206 mm rain followed
by Kerekatte 164 mm. Dak-
shina Kannada district expe-
rienced light showers towards
evening. Udupi received inter-
mittent rainfall.

Heavy showers hit normal
life in Channagiri town of Da-
vangeredistrict, butgladdened
the hearts of farmersin the ta-

lukasthey canintensify sowing
activities.

Showers paralysed nor-
mal life in Sakleshpur taluk.
Monsoon hit Siddapur taluk of
Uttara Kannada district in full
steam. The taluk received 59.2
mm of rainfall in the 24 hours
ending on Wednesday morn-
ing. There were reports of rain
inother parts of the district too.
The monsoon mayhem contin-
ued in Belagavi and Khanapur

taluks, with heavy and milc
spellsin the day.

Forest areas and Westerr
parts of Khanapur taluk re-
corded heavy rain, while east:
ern part received some respite
with occasional spells. Belaga-
vi city and surrounding are-
as in the taluk received heavy
rains during the morning and
it was followed by occasional
spellsinthe day.

The downpour in the catch-

it
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lukasthey canintensify sowing
activities.

Showers paralysed nor-
mal life in Sakleshpur taluk.
Monsoon hit Siddapur taluk of
Uttara Kannada district in full
steam. The taluk received 59.2
mm of rainfall in the 24 hours
ending on Wednesday morn-
ing. There were reports of rain
inother parts of the districttoo.
The monsoon mayhem contin-
ued in Belagavi and Khanapur

taluks, with heavy and mild
spellsin the day.

Forest areas and Western
parts of Khanapur taluk re-
corded heavy rain, while east-
ern part received some respite
with occasional spells. Belaga-
vi city and surrounding are-
as in the taluk received heavy
rains during the morning and
it was followed by occasional
spellsin the day. :

The downpour in the catch-

ment areas of River Krishna
and its tributaries in Mahar-
ashtra led to an increase in the
water levels. Two more low-ly-
ing bridges got submerged.

Karadga-Bhoj and Kun-
nar-Bhojwadi bridges across
River Vedganga got sub-
merged, bringing vehicular
movement to a halt.

Moderate rain was reported
from Hosadurga town in Chi-
tradurga district, much to the
joy of farmers whose crops like
groundnut, jowar and onion
were ontheverge ofwithering.
Tumakurureceivedlight show-
ersin the afternoon. Moderate
to light showers lashed most
parts of Kalaburagi district.

Heavy rains continued to
lash several parts of Shivamog-
ga district, rising water levels
in dams and rivers. Following
the continuation of heavyrains
in Malnad region, holiday was
declared for schools and col-
legesin Thirthahalli, Sagar and
Hosanagar on July12.

Rivers Tunga, Malathi in
Thirthahalli taluk and Vara-
da in Sagar taluk are in spate.
Agumbe received rainfall
of 164.2 mm, Thirthahalli
99.02mm.

As many as 50,000 cusecs
of water was released from 20
crestgates of Tunga dam out of
22, at Gajanur near Shivamog-
gaasitreached maximumlevel
of 588.24 feet.

DH News Service
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