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at Dhussi bundh

Anuras BraceiA.
FRIMUNE NEWS NERVICE

KEAIRA BET (IXSDHIANA), ADG 12
Massive soil erosion fook
place &t Dhusst bundh near
Khaira Bet village here today
dueto the sudden increase in
the inflowinto the Sutlej river

The erogion occurred in&n
ares that is 300 & from the
place from where soil had
eroded last year

The scil eroded from an
area measuring more than
460 &1, out of which about 110
# is the ares of the Dhussl
bundh. Baljeet Singh Sand-
hu, Xen, Irrigation Depart-
ment, said, “In this area, the
Sutlej narrows down consid-
erably Hence, the flow
become wvery fast. By the
evening, waler at the rate of
35,000 cusec was flowing in
the Suilej.”

Mesnwhile, officers and
employees of different
departments remained on
their toes throughout the day.
Adrministrative officers,
sioner, Ludhizna, Hajat Agar-
wal; Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (General) Kuldip
Singh; Deputy Commission-
er of Police Narender Bhar-

¢ Administrative

gav; SDM Kuljit Pal Singh
Mahi; and Tehsiidar Sukhbir
flood control measures.
Virsa Singh, a resident of
Khaira Bet, said, “The water
level suddenly increased in
the morning and eroded a
lot of soll within no time
along the bundh. We saw it
around 8am.” .
officers
immediately reached the
spot and put more than 460
iabourers io work — cutting
{ree branches and making'a
mesh of these with strong
fron wires, Other workérs
were seen filling empty guin-
ny bagswith sand. Themesh-
es and gunny bags were used
to piug the gap that had been
made in the morning and
prevent further erosion,
Rajat Agzrwal, Deputy
Commissiener, Ludhiang,
sald, “We are keeping an
eye on the situation which
is under conirol, We will
hold a review meeting of al}
the officers later. Gazetted
officers and empleyees of
various deparimentis have
been deputed to stay here
overnight to meet
any evenfuahty” '




villagers use a boal 1o crogs flood
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ed areas in Sultanpur Lodhi tehsil in Kapurthaia district, The sudden reloase of water from the Pong gam Ras il i @ isar mn s e

Heavy inflow forces more water release from Bhakra .

ROPAR, ASGUSTIZ

The Bhakra Beas Manage-
ment Board (BBMB) has
again raised the volume of
water being released into the
Qutley river due to the
inereased inflow of water inlo
ihe Bhakra Dam.

Today, the flood gates ofthe
dam were Lifted further and a
total of 59,900 cuse of water
was released downsiream.
Vosterday, a total of 55,000
cusec water was roleased
from the dam,

The discharge from the
darn is Hkely to be increased

e ihe coming days as

the meteorological depart-
roent has forecast heavy rain
on August 14 in the catch-
mient area.

Today, 37,400 cusec was
releaged downstream from
Nangal dam into the Sut-
lej while ithe remaining
292 500 cusec was put into
hydel channels.

The darn has been wiiness
ing a heavy inflow of 84,080
cusec touching the level of
1,665.31 fi by noon today.

The offictals have decided
to increase ihe discharge
from the dam as the meteo
rological department has
made a forecast of heavy rain
on August 14 in the calch

_  \Weather forecast R

W The Meteorotogicat Department has forecast.
447 heavy rain on August 14 in the catehment area. -

Congress to hold dharna

ACC mernber and former 100al MLA Rana KP Singhon

Wednesday announced that he, along with other party work:
ars, would organise 8 dharna on the national highway to
protest the state government’s lack of concern for local resi
dents. The local villages were fiooded because of rampant Me-
gal mining and the state government had falled to check it, he
aaid, The people in the area suffer losses every year dueto

figods and nothing has by
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ment area, said sources. in
sueh a situation, it willbe dif-
fHoult 0 maintain the water
ievel at 1,668 ft by August 15

ean done in this regard, he said.

et AT AT T i PO

— g5 was directed by BBMB
fechnical Comnmittes in its
meeting held yesterday at
Chandigavh — unless the

release of water is increased.

Meanwhile, Mataur, Burl
Lodhipur, Dasgrain, Hariw-
al, Ballowal, Mehndii
Kalan, Lower Baddal,
Nikkuwal and Chandpur
Rela viliages continue to be
flooded ~ with no signs of
any immediate relief.

Ropat Additional Deputy
Commissioner Karnesh
Sharma today visited the
avea and directed that fodder
needs to be supplied the
farners as their fields were
maccgssib].e and crops had
been damnaged.

Meanwhile, authorities at
the Pong Dam have another
point o WOrEY sbout as the

water level there reached
138157 ftat 2 pm and the
inflow had been ag high a8
1,12,521 cuseq since 8 am.
The madmum storage capac
ity of the dam is 1390 £

Considering  the heavy
inflow, the maxdmum level
can be achieved within the
next few days. For the safety
of the dam, B should not be
giled more than 1,680 ft by
Angust 15,

Offictals at the BBMRB con-
firmed that the floodgales at
the Bhakra Dam and Pong
Dam would remain open for
the safety of the dams 1iil the
water level was not Brought
dowm to permissibie fimits.
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No need to panic:
Trrigation Minister

State Trrigation Minister
Sharanjit Singh Dhillon sald
the flood situation in the
state was "totally” under con-
tro} and there was no need to

| panic as the department had

D gaken all  precautionaty

measures to tackie any unto-
ward sifuation.

He said the government
was keeping constant tab on
the flood situationinthe state
and, as a precautionary meas-
ure, alt the Deputy Commis-

. sioners have been nstructed
. 1o take the necessary steps.

He said that the leave of all
the empioyees and officers of

\ the depariment hasbeen can-

. celled till Septernber 15.

He said that employees of

. the department have been
 issued directions fo maintain
- roundthe-clock  vigll and
" patroling along Tivers and

H

dams. The rinister said that
although there was no infor-
mation shout rivers overflow-
ing their banksbut people Bv-
ing near the rivers have been
affected to some extent. He
<aid that people have been

 1old to remain alert and the

Dhillen said that due fo the
incessant rain in the neigh-

: bouring state of Himachal

L . %
6 The flood situation in the
state is totafly under control
and there is no needto
panic..ihe department has
taken ail precautionary
measures to tackle any
urtoward situation. 99
Sharanjit Singh Dhitlon, RREHON MHSER

Pradesh, the water level i
rivers and dams of Punjed
has increased, He said that
statistics show that the water
jevel in the Bhakra Dam
today stands at 1664.98 fl.

He said that the dam receives
water at a rate of 76,402 cusecs
whereas it is released at a rate
of 53 649 cusecs. Similarly, the
water levelinthe Pong Damas
ofnowstandsat 1,380 85 1. The
incoming flow is at 43256
cusecs while the release levelis
46503 cusecs. The level of
water in the Ranjit Sagar Darm
as of now is 52450 fu The
incoming level of waler is
35,233 cusecs while the release
Jewel 15 18,707 cusecs.
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Crops on 300 acres inundated in Fazilka district

Praru, CHANDER NAGPAL

FAZILKA, AUFGUSY 12
The overflowing Sutiej has
submerged paddy and
‘moong’ crops on 280 acres
at Muhar Jamsher and 50
acres at Dhani Sadda vil-
fages in Fazilka district
under 2.3 ft-high water.
The topography of Muhar
Jamsher villageissuch thatit
is located on the bed of Sutlej
greek, The crops have been
inundated due {o the release
0f'47,137 cusecs of water from
Hussammiwala Headworks,
This has caused panic
among hundreds of farmers
in a dozen viliages in Kan-
wanwali Pattan ares of the
Sutlej. These villages
inciude Gulaba Bhaini,
Retewali, Jhangar Bhaini,
Masahatam  Nagar, Muhar
Jamsher, Bhaini Dilawar,
Mansa, Mohar Khiva ete.

o

A farmsr shows his sabmerged paddy crop in Muhar famsher \nilage in Faziika chistrict, A PRIBUNE PROTOGRAPH

The farmers said that the
government — in order fo
save the area upstream -
hag failed year after yvear fo
prevent flash floods here.

“The entire paddy on three
acres transplanted by me
has been submerged and has

heen damaged extensively.
It is an annual feature. The
government should come
forward and make concrete
arrangements to prevent
flash floods,” said Jangir
Singh, a marginal farmer of
Misthar Jamsher

“My entire ‘moong’ crop
on two acres has been dam-
aged completely,” said snoth-
er small farmer Balhir Singh.
The compensation which is
ultimately paid is foo less, he
lamented. “No politician
comes fo oUr rescue in our

time of trouble. They only
visit us at the time of seelting
votes,” said Chhina Singh,
Sarpanch of Muhar Jamsher,

“The administration will
make all attempts o help
the villagers. Twelve boats
have been provided {o the

ciusier of dozen villagers.
Chlorine tablets hawe
heen provided fo the vil-
lagers,” said Charandev
Singh Maan, Additional
Deputy  Commissioner,
PFazitka, after visiting tbe
affected areas,



‘One-stop solution’ to Yamuna woes

But Development Mandate Of Special Purpose Vehicle Strikes The Wrong Note

Jayashree Nandi
@tImesgroun.com

New Delhi: The BJP-led
FInion government and the
AAP government in Delhi
may be at loggerheads on
rost issues but they have, sur-
prisingly, decided tolaunch a
special purpose vehiclefor Ya-
mina together Over 20 years
after the first Yamuna Action
Plan was kicked off to clean
up the river and several other
projects costing thousands of
croves fajled massively, this
8PV is being developed to
speed up Yamuna's makeover.,

Sources inthe Union min-
istry of water resources told
TOI that the SPV will func-
tion on the lines of the Dejhi
Metre Rail Corporation and
will singularly carry out and
monitor “devejopment” of
theriver in its 22kmstretch in
Dethi. This area is shared by
various land owning agen-
cies—Delhi Development Al
thority, municipal corpora-
tions,  irrigation, forest
department and Belhi gov-
ernmenti—but the SPV will
now take charge of the entire
space, thus ending the "multi-
plicity of agencies”,

SPV wifl deal in part with
cleaning the river but focus
mainly on riverfront develop-
ment, water management andg
rainwater harvesting on
fioodplains. The ongoing Ya-
muna Action PlanHimayalso

AGENDA FOR RIVER R

EVIVAL

There are  Against the available
365TPs  sewage treatment
at2? © capacity of $03.72
locations © MGD, orly 388 MGD
inDelki s being utilized

CLEANUP PROJECTS F( .

» Yaruma Action Plans| | > Yoursma Action Plan > Malley Se Nirmal Yammna

s B: ¥ 1,500t (approx) | B {ongolng): T 1,656¢r mmm::#mua
{approx) with loan assistance | part of it to be raised from resitents

» involved potlution from Japan Internationai as ‘environmenta) compensation”

abatement work by Cooperation Agency proportionate to water

esiabiishmgsewage o bill or property Yo focas on

treatment facllity in 21 > iwvelves modemizing tax, under the

towns of UP, Haryana sewage freatment | poluter pays’ %ﬂe

and Dejhi infrastructure, mainly in Delhi | principle ""“mt

be merged with it Asforreve-
nue generation, that plan is
vet to be worked out.

“All projects for Yamuna
cleaning are currently run-
ningongovernment funds. in-
ternational loans ure, after
&1}, alse government liability
To begin with, the same fund-
ingsources will be tapped, but
later revernue can be generat-
ed by selling treated water or
through certain commereial
activities on the riverfront.
1#'s too carly to say what can
generate revenue here. The

objective of the SPV is to re-
move all hurdles in the way of
implementing varions pro-
jects on Yamuna,” said a se-
nior Union ministry official.
Sabarmati in Ahmedabad
was also developed by the Sa-
barmati Riveriront Develop
ment Corpovation Lid, an
SPV taunched by Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation in
1997, Officials clarify that the
SPV for Yamuna will have al-
most egual representation of
officials from the Delhi gov-
erament and the Centre.

Rivers experts and envi-
ronmentalists, however, are
hopeful and eoncerned at the
same time. They welcome the
fact that a single body for Ya-
muna wouid mean hetter co-
ardination of activities, hut
they are nnsure about the na-
ture of riverfront develop
ment to be carried out. There
is also anxiety over whether
the SPV will implement Na-
tipnal Green Tribunal's Mai-
ley se Nirmal Yamuna 2017
that already lays outaplanfor
decentralized water irest-

ment targeting unsewered ar-
eas and developing a strategy
to ensure ecological flow in
theriver :

“T don’t understand why
the state isn't just focusing its !
energies on implementing
NGT's orders on Yamuna. An !
SPV may be welcome because !
it brings agencies under one -
head but there needs to be !
moreclarityvon what willthey
do about the river” said Ma- |
noj Misraof Yamuna Jiye Ab- !
hiyan. He added that the 5a-
barmati riverfront is actually
a 10.5km length of channel- !
ized Narmada water “which
has comypromised the integri- !
ty of the Sabarmati in s mate-
rial manner. God forbid that |
Yamuna is ever developed in
siych a manner in Deihl or
anywhereelse”. :

CR Babm, professoremeri- |
tus, Delhi University, who had |
chaired an expert commitiee !
constituted by  National :
Green Tribunal, had recom- :
mended that DDAs Yamuna |
riverfront development plan |
be serapped as it could reduce
the river's flood carrying ca- |
pacity and cause poliution. He
had recommended thattheen- !
tire stretch be declared a con-
servation wzone instead. "I !
dor’t know what an 8PV will |
do. The Centrehas failed tode
anything for Ganga. They are !
bound by NGT orders on Ya
muna. Why aren't they imple- /
mentingthem?’ Babusaid, /|
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1t could still rain
on our parade

India may avoid a drought but this may
not control inflation or boost farm output

he rains may have cansed wrtake

bumper to-bumper traffic
jams in some glitzy cities this summer, but its
; [ skewed spatial distribution remains an area of
concern. The monsoon has been deficient sofar
and quite uneven in its spread. The rain-bearing
system is entering the most critical phase that will largely
determine whether the country can escape & drought for the
first time in six years. As this newspaper has pointed out, over-
all, the rains have been 9% lower than normal, with sharper
deficits in some areas, The weather bureau in a fresh update has
forecast that rainfall during August-Septembey, the remaining
two months of the rainy season, could be poor at 84%. This
could potentially toughen challenges for the Narendra Mods
government, which is already struggling toget key legislation
such as those related o the Goods and Services Tax (GST)
approved in Parliament because of a political logjam.

Global credit rating ageney Moody's has warned that
although India may avoid a drought, its economy remains vuk
nerable tofluctuations in rainfall, affecting its future sovereign
rating profile Thereport compared India to other couniriesin
which agriculture has a material sbare of GDE and conciudes
that the Indian economy’s vulnerability to drought stems
from the combination of five factors: relatively high share of
agriculture in overall employment, weak rural infrastructure
and irrigation, inefficient food distribution, large proportion
of Indian household spending on foed, and the share of food
subsidy costs in the government’s fiscal defieits.

This year, while some areas have been inundated by
floods, others have experienced prolonged dry spells. Plotted
on a rainfall map, at least 35% of the country’s area appears
to be in the deficient category, while 35% has received nor-
mal rain. When the rains fail, fewer people are engaged on
farms. This, in turn, brings down farm rural wages. A poor
monsoon could also stoke food prices, which have been increas-
ing steadily, witb the retail price inflation rate gquickening to
5.4% in June, compared toa 4.8% rise in April. Dipping farm
incomes and rising prices could leave the NDA government
vulnerable to sharper opposition attacks, especially from the
Congress. In strict technical parlance, India may not experience
a drought this vear But this is nota guaranteed insulation
against infiation or flat farm output. The ability of a country
to manage unpredictable weather conditions isa function of
administrative efficiency and preparedness. It is time to delink
the growth model from weather changes. The income earned
by individuals is fundamental. More than that, the per capita
income of the bottom segment of the population is what we
shouid focus on while crafting policy.
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‘C_"_' ' truction, actmty

is explomng

groundwater’

Akanksha Jain,

NEW DELHE Ata time when
Prelhi and adjoining regions
stare at ynprecedented
water crisis, various
construction projects for
malls, residential complexes
and even the Additiona}
Office Complex for the
Supreme Court of India
have been found to be
allegedly exploiting
hundreds of Bires of
groundwater or simply
letting it down the drain.

Alocal commissioner
* appointed by the Nattonal
Green Tribunal to inspeet
vartous construction
projects in Delhi and NCR
to see if they were illegally
exploiting groundwater has
in his report states how
buiiders and contracting
companies are indulging in
vsing groundwater for
construetion purposes or
wasting it.

The NG¥ is hearing a
petition by activist Vikrant
- Tongad against farge scale
exploitation of underground
water for various
" copstruction works in and
around Dethi.

The court commissioner
has said that in July’, he
visited the construction site
of Additionat Office
Complex for the Supreme
Courtof India adjoining
Pragati Maidan,

“BoreweHs were easily
visible at every corgjer of the
construction site. On
enquiry, the officer
concerned informed there
were 50 borewells at the
site. He informed that itis
necessary to keep the water
table below 15 metre which
was earlier § metre,” the
court commissioner’s
report said.

He says he was informed
that continuous dewatering
would be done till the
construction reached fifth
floor and all the
underground water so

BoreweHs wore easily
visible at overy corner ol
the construetion site, On
cnquiry, the officer
concerned informed
there were 30 horewells
af the site

extracted i3 vsed to make
ready mix. One cubic metre
of ready mix requires 155
litres of water.

“However, on inspecting

* the site, I saw a place where

the mnderground water was
being disposed of and the
said place was connected to
a pipe which the workers
told goes into a drain, Thus,
underground water was
being wasted into drain
instead of same being
recharged in the ground
through recharging pits,”
the report said,

“1t was further informed
that no STP water is used
for construction. Thus,
there is large scale wastage
of water,” it said adding the
project involves
censtruction of six blocks of
which five have three
hasermnents each.

Attempt to reach the
construction company
remained unsuccessful The
court commissioner’s
report alse highlights
wastage of water by
renowned builders and
developers in Noida and
Greater Noida.
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- AS], civic agencies not helpmg us clean
Tughlakabad t0x1c lake: Jal Board to HC

ANEESKA MATHUR
NEW BELHLAUGUSTIZ

THE DELHS fal Board (DIB) on
Wednesday toid the Delhi High
Court thatit had runintoseveral
hurdies while rying tocarmy out
the court's instructions about
cleaningupthe “poison jake" be-
hind Tughlakabad fort,

The court had eastier directed
civic agencies tocome up witha
plan focreate sewage treatment
faciities todeal with the “poison
lake” created behind the fort,

due tothe inflow of sewage from -

unautherised colonies.

The DIB toid the court that
the landowning agencies and
the Archaeoiogical Survey of
india {AS1}, which controls the
‘Tughtakabad fort area, had ig-
nored the queries and represen-
tations sent by the board. The

The ‘poison lake’ was created due tothe inflow of sewage
from snauthorised colonies. Express

hoard alsoneeded land tosetup
asewagetz’eamem plant, which
was"pot available", the DB toid
the court.

inits affidavit submitted be-

fore the bernch of Justice Badar
Pusrez Ahmed and Justice
Sanjeev Sachdeva, the DiB has
said that a sewage pumping sta-
tion (SPS) capable of pumping

4.5 million gallens per day
(MGD} was "already proposed”
ander the Sewage Master Pian
2631 of the IS for the low-ying
area of Tughlakabad.

Under the plan, the 5P3
would be copstructed nears
Tughlakabad fort and pipelines
waould take the sewage o the
centralised Sewage Treatment
Plant {STP) at Okhla.,

The DJ8 has claimed that
though it made representations
to“various departments” for the
aliotnent of 0.5 acres of land for
the SPS and “tried to obtain land”
irs the areato set up the SPS, the
biock development office has
sasd that rio land is available.

Representations sent to the
ASE for the detailed layout plan
of the fort area "to enable” the
DB “to prepare plans for provid-
ing sewerage facilities” were
“denied" by the AS), the DjB told
the court,



Give us
report on

rainwater
harvesting

systems: HC

ANEESHAMATHUR Q)
NEW DELHL, AUGUST 12 \

THE Delhi High Court has di-
rected the Delhi jal Board {DIB)
to givea detailed status report on
the implernentation of its policy
to adopt rainwater harvesting
systems in the city. Taking riote
of a short affidavit flied by the
DJB, a bench of Justice Badar
Durrez Ahmed and justice
Sanjeev Sachdeva pbserved that
there was “no follow-up” by the
DIB on the “current status of
rainwater harvesting”. _

“There hasbeen no follow-up
report, Wewant a detailed sta-
tus repost with regard to the cut-
rent status {of rairswater harvest-
ing}Wealscwanxmk:mwhat
targets you (DjB) have put in
place and what you have
achieved,” said the court.

The DB told the court that &
provided 10 per cent rebate on
water bifls to consumers who
adopt rainwater harvesting svs-
terns. A 360-degree media cam-
paign” had also been proposed
to make people aware of the re-
bate and the requirement and
nsefulness of the rainwater har-
vesting systems, it sail.

Adveocate R K Kapoor, who
had Sted a PiLseeking rainwater
harvesting units i all govesn-
mend husidings and new con-
structions, told the bench that

_ the systems were potin place
even in many government buiid-
ings, including court Premises.

The hench raised the gues-
tion of whether rainwater fat-
vesting systems had been in-
staied in the court premises and
in government buildings.




‘Committee to inspect all
effluent treatment plants

NGT asks pollution control boards to submit suggestions

Alcanksha Jain

NEW DELHL In the wake of the
poeor show by the Delhi gov-
ernment on installation of
common effluent treatment
plants {CETPs), inviting a
fine of Rs. I lakh slapped by
the National Green Tribunal
{NGT), a team was constitu-
ted on Wednesday to inspect
ali existing plants,

The NGT Bench headed by
its chalrperson Justice Swa-
tapter Kumar directed a team
of the Delhi Pollution Contro}
Board, <Central Polution
Control Board, ard 11T-Delhi
to conduct inspection ofall 13
CETPs in Delhi

The teamt would net only
assess the quanturn and qual-
ity of effluent discharged at
the end points of these treat-
ment plants, but would also
sec if the CETPs are operat-
ing to their optimum capacity
as per the prescribed
standards.

The committee would sub-
mit is recommendations for
upgrading and improving the
performance of these CRETPs.

Besides, the DSIINC, the
poliution control boards, and
the department of industries
would be filing a comprehen-
sive report on the 1t industri-
al clusters, which are not
sonnected with any CRETP.
They wil} aiso have to submit
a report on effluents dis
charged by the units operat-

H _q‘l .Iw

The NGT sought to know fram the DDA the status

of CCTV cameras installed along the Yamuna to
montitor dumping of waste, — riLe pHoTo '

ing in these 13 industrial
clusters.

The Bench sought to know
from the DDA the status of
COTV  cameras  installed
along the Yamuna floodplaing
to monitor dumping of waste,
which was banned by the tri-
bunal earler. '

It asked the DDA to inform
it if & has chosen the best
technology for the sewage
treatment planis it is aper-
ating Meanwhile, the NGT
was informed by the NDMC
that in iis jurisdiction it hag
decided to levy environmen-
tal compensation proportion-
al to sanctioned load of
electricity.

The NGT had announced
that every citizen in Delhi

would have to pay environ-

mental compensation  to-

wards the cleaning of the
Yamusna _

The civic agency on
Wednesday  informed  the
Bench that anyone with a
sanctioned load of 2 kW will
have to pay acompensation of
Rs. 100 per month while
those between 2 and 5 kW
witt have to shell out Rs. 250,

For load sbove 5 kW, the
amount payable is Ra. 500
and that above 10 kW would
make for a payable compen-
sation of Rs. 1,900 per month.
On Tuesday, the NGT had
slapped a fine of Rs. 1 lakh on
the Delhi government for its
unsatisfactory response on
the status of the 1} industrial
clusters.

The fine would be realised
from the salaries of the high-
est officers concerned.

10
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Rajasthan, J&K record surplus rains

Punjab, Haryana Himachal, U'khand currently in the red: 16 subdivisions running deficient

TrisUNE NEws Smwca

NEW DYELHY, AUGHST 12

Riding on 2% excess rains
this monsoon, the north-
western region is currently
the best performing regions
among the four geographical
divistens of India. However,
it is largely on the back of
surplus recorded by Jammu
and Kashmir and Rajasthan,

Despife heavy rains in many
parts of the region, majorsty of
its subdivisions, including hill
states  Uttarakhand  and
Himachal Pradesh, are cur-
rently in the red, Eastern Uttar
Pradesh is leading with a
deficit of 35% closely followed
by Punjab {28%), western
Uttar Pradesh (26%), Baryana,
Chandigarh and Delhi (23%),
Himachal Pradesh (18%; and
Uttarakhand (8%).

But there is a good news
from Rajasthan and J&K
Wesiern Rajasthan has so far
recorded 82% excess rains,

S0 far, western Rajasthan has recorded 82% excess rains and eastern Rajasthan 19%, rue puoto

Y300 crore for farmers

® The government on
Wednesday announced a
relief package of ¥300
crore to provide diesel
and seed subsidy, among
others, in order to save
standing kharif crops in
the eventyality of drought
and deficit rainfalt

# The Cabinet Committee on

Economic Affairs, chaired
by PM Narendra Modi,

_—approved atfocation of -

¥300 crore to provide
dieset and seed subsidy,
save horticufture crops and
improve fodder supply, an
official release saig P

eastern Rajasthan 19% and
Jammu and Kashmir 27%.
The three subdivisions
along with Gangetic West
Bengal (41% excess) in the
eastern and western Madhya
Pradesh (419 excess) in Cen-
tral India are among five
main contributors in the

total 38 subdivisions keeping
the countrywide deficiency
in a regpectable range of %,

Carrently, 18 subdivisions
are running deficient in the
2615 monsoon season which
is furning out to be highly
patehy in distribution and
reach. Most of the 15 subdi-

visions in the normal range
are on the negative side,
Some paris of Central
India and South Peninsula
— Marthawada, North Inte-
rior Karnataka and Ray-
alseema, Kerala for
instance — are faring badly.
So far as plains of the north-

£y

west are concerned, raing are
expected to pick up in eastern
parts of Punjab from August
13 but the western parts of the
state may see a reduction in
intensity from the day and
Bkewise Harvana and Delhi.
Rains are expected to pick up
again in Utarakhand and HP
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Ferozepur villagers start shif

FRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

EERGZEPUN, AUGUSY 12
The steady rise in the waler
fevel of the Sutle] has
sparked panic across many
villages situated on its banks
in Ferozepur district,

After  some houses in
Chandiwala village of Fer
czepurwere parially damaged
by the swelling Sutle, resi-
dents living in flood-suscepti-
ble areas have started shiffing
thelr belongings fo sefer
places. Due fo heavy rainfall
and increased amount of water
released from the Bhakma
Dram, crops of many farmers in
villages situated on the banks
ofthe Sutlej have beenwashed
away by the river.

The river's heavy flow has
sparked fears of massive soil

ercsionn  in Chandiwala,
Kamalwals, Muthiawsala,
Nizamwals, Sultanwala,
Zamamegha, Kale Re

Hithah, Bandala, Nihala Lav-

The Assam Tribune | Guwahati }
The Times of India { Mumbat }
The Telegraph { Kolkata )
gt ( vz )

The Deccan Hearid { Benglury |}
The Deccan Chronical { Hyderabad )
Central Chronical { Bhapal )

era and many other villages
of Ferozepur district,

About 5300 acres in my vil-
lage are facing erosion, said
Mangal Singh, 2 former
Sarpanch of Chandiwala.

In Chandiwala village,
many residents — with the
devastating ficods of Septem-

ber 2413 st fregh in their
minds — have decided to
shift their possessions to
safer places.

In other houses where the
gushing Sutlej has made its
entry, the residenis have
started dismantling the roofs
of their ‘kuicha’ houses after

s

ing belongings to safer places

18

shifting their belongings
with an intention to save the
buiiding materials  from
being washed away by the
river. Farmers of these vil-
iages face soil erosion every
monsoon. “When the Sutlej
swells, it erodes the soil and
reduces the size of our fields,”

Villagers try to save thel house; and {right) farmers inspect the damage {o thekr flelds in Chendiwala village on the banks of the Sutle]. TRIBUNE PHOTOGRAPHS

said Chiman Singh. “Every
time we baitle flood, the
authorities announce many
relief measures but these
never materialise. The next
monsoon, the administration
is again caught off-guard.”
DPS Kharbandha, DX Fer-
ozepur, and Kamal Sharma,

BJP Punjab chief, visited
many Hood-affecied villages
today.  Kharhandha  said
though there was heavy water
flow in the Sutle] but it was
stitt less than full capacity. The
administration has already
sounded an alert and the resi-
dents need not panic, he said.
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Dakshina Kannada districts

i MADIKERI/ MANGALURL/SH

i IVAMOGGA: Kodagu district

- experienced showerson
Monday. Madikeri, Bhaga-
mandala, Moornady, Sam-
paie, Somwarpéet, Virajipet
and Shanthalii received
moderate rain.

The water level in Harangt
reservoir stood at 2,858.04
feet, The inflow of water was
2.745 cusecs and 106G cusecs
water was released into the riv-
€T,

Intesmittent rain lashed the
Dakshina Kannada district.
The sky remained overcast
throughout the day, in the fast
24 hours, the district has re-
ceived 32.9mm rainfall. Man-
gahury taluk received the high-
est of 46mm followed by
Bantwal (43.2 mrn).

The coastal areas of Uttara
Kannada districs received
heavy rains, However, the
showers were moderate in
Malnad and semi-plain regions
of the district. Rain intensified
in Bhatkal, Bonnavar, Xamta
and Ankola taluks. The rains
were moderate in Sirsi,
Siddapur, Yeliapur in the Mal
nad region and Halival and
Mundgoed in the semi-plain re-

gion of the district.

Boats from Goa are an-
chored near the Baithakel port,
due tostrong wingds inthe Ara-
bian Sea.

Shivamogga -

Heavy rains accomparied by
strong wingd lashed the mainad
region en Sunday night. Durga
Parameshwari temple at
Melusurika village in Hosana-
gar taluk was pargially dam-
aged asatree branch fell onit,
Even.the idol of the deity was
damaged, Similarly, a garage

3 AR
Heavy rains causes inconvenience to peopie in

at Kargal in Sagar taluk was
darnaged when the branch of
atree fell onit.

Moderate to heavy rains

lashed ralnad region on Mo~
day. in the last 48 hours, Ha-
likad received rainfall of 51 mm,
followed by Mastikatie (44
ran), Yadur (28 mm), Thirtha-
hal (13.80 mus), Sagar (12.60
ms), Hosanagar (11 ram} and
Shivamogga 2.20 rran. Water
levet in Linganamakki dam
rose to 1786.20 feet against the
mmdnum fevel of 1,819 feet.
DH News Service
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Masterplan- SHEHESIE I IRBHEHITE andszrroundingpiac:e&’?hese |
' are the two major sireams
203]_ 10 h&V@ CHOWDEGOWDA, around Bengaluru and there |
MEMBER, BDA TOWN are many low-lying areas
measuresfor  EYONNETNTY cound them."heaxpisined
‘ will be on Arkavathi In a public meeting organ-
St S - o [ AR
£ap between b;e!t and surrounding shortcamings in the Master
drai d sit et baasduhiindlll Flar 2015 and the failure of the
AH1S and SHes two ma;of streams governmeiy: agencies to-control
around Bengaluru and  FRiERGETS
there are many low-ly- There are three types of
Bosky Khanna ing areas around them drains or sireams in and around
: ' the City - primary, secondary
BENGALURL: After the exist- and tertiary. The BDA is thore
ing Master Plan- 2015 (inforce  [IHIBIEINBHEIHBSIHENIE  focused on primary and tertiary
il 2017} faited to control flood- drains. The civic agency is also
ing during rains in the City, the  maining 390 sgkmneedstobe  working on constructing foot-
Bangalore Development Au-  developed. Flooding and dasn-  paths with adequate shoulder
thority (BDA) has said the new  age happenmostlyinlow-lying  drains, which will be between
Master Plan-203] will make areas and especially where roads and footpaths, so that
sure e incorporate measures  space between drams and wa-  there is no flooding,
to prevent flooding in new ar-  ter bodiesis blocked. So,inthe Al this was a part Master
€as, new arcas, we will ensure that  Plan-2015, but the government
BDA Fown Planning mem-  there is at least a gap of 520 agencies failed to implement
ber Chowdegowdatoid Deccan  metres between drains {open  them, Chowdegowda added,

. Herald that nothing could he  and major) and construction  The official was quick to add
done within the City limits at  sites. Thegapwilldependupon  that the development muhority
present because of space con-  thelecationandtheslopeofthe  does only macro-level planning

: sraintsand rampantencroach:  drain. Maintaining thisgapwill  inthe Master Plan while the mi-

; ment. Procedural defays, lack  bemade mandatory”Chowde-  cro-level and the meso-level
of coordination among civic  gowda said, planning is not handied by it.
agenciesand nor-availabilityof — Heexplainedthatsincenoth  Though an area-wise plan is
funds to implernent projects  ing could be done in the City prepared, # is for the other
havealso contributed tothesit-  limits, the proposed planwould  agencies to impleraent. The
vation, be implemented in the areas  newmaster plan would be corn-

“The new raaster plantis be-  newly added to the Palike - pleted by December. The noti-
ing prepared foratotal area of  1ts, fication wili be issued for pubic
1,290 sq km of which 800 sq “More focuswilibeon Arka-  opinion in January next year.
kra is developed and the re-  vathiand Kumudvathiriverbelt  BH News Service
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afect 50% crop, °-
hit water reserves

Chittaranjan Tembhekar

@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: The state is kely to
lose aroumd 4050% of its rain
fed crop and may face a water
crisis 1o due 1o the poor mon.
soon this year But in a first, the
government plans fo supply wa:
ter, especially to parts of Ma
rathwada, to meet the rainwa:
ter defieit and will spend Rs 506
¢rore for the purpose.

Water supply minister Ba-
banrao Lomikar told TOL that
only arcund half the crops wers
likely to succeed this year and
the state’s reservoivs had only
44% water The monsoon starts
in the second week of Juneand
contimues #H Septemberend
Government figires show the
statereceived aroand 48mmof
rain this year compared to its
averageof 7835 mm. The worst:
affected districts this year are
Naghik, Solapur, Kothpuar
Beed, Latur, Osmanadbad,
Nanded, Parbhant and Yavas
nal, which received around 26
50% rainfall.

However; agricuiture minis-
ter Eknath Khadse said it was
difficult to asses the crop sius.
tion at present as the monseon
sl had oneand-a-half month
t go and might improve over
thenextfew days,

Asimilargrim scenariowas
witnessed in 2009 when losses
were estimated at around Rg
4,500 ‘erore and reduction in

yieid measured at40%. Then, 27
districts received less than 50%
of normal rainfall and the esti.
mated area of cropdamage was
measured at %.77 lakh hectares
affecting over 33 lakh small and
muarginal farmers.

There is 7% water remain
ing in Marathwada reservoirs
this year against 19% last yean
7% water In Konkan against
85% last monsoon, 51% in Nag
pHr against 3%, 38% n Nashik
against 51%, 50% in Pune

Khadse said the state's
¢cloud-seeding experiment
was yielding good results
and wil be undertaken for
200 hours and 90 days, il
drought-hit areas receive
rain-bearing clouds

against 5%, and 6% in other
reservoirs against85% lnst year,
Arcund 1,340 villages and 2,362
hamiets are being supplied wa:
ter through 1,751 tankers. The
total land under kKharif cuitiva
tion isaround 134.7 hectares,

Khadse saif the state’s
cioud-seeding experiment was
yielding good resultsand wilthe
uhdertaken for 200 hoursand %)
days, till drougis hit areas re
ceive  raindbearing  clouds,
“Morerainfall was measuredin
areas where seeding-was con-
ducted than in adjoining areas
where it was not conducted,”
sourees said.






