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FLOODS UNLEAsﬁ‘CHAﬁs

" Clockwise: Water gushing out of Idamalayar Dam at Idduki in Kerala as shutters of
the dam opened at 5 on Thursday early morning, with the storage level crossing 169
metres, the full reservoir level. Fire Services personnel rescue a child and people are

being taken to safety following a landslide triggered by heavy rains.
’ — ARUN CHANDRABOSE, PTI
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+Monsoon rains death and destruction on Kerala

Death toll rises to 22; Army deployed in worst-affected Idukki, Kozhikode, Wayanad and Malappuram for rescue and relief

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
TH[RU‘.FAN.ANTHAPURAM

Large parts of Kerala woke
up to chaos and devastation
- on Thursday as a renewed
monsoon unleashed torren-
tial rain across the eastern

fegome ( 9ear )

\

arayi Vijayan said the State
was facing a disaster of un-
precedented magnitude.
Sluice gates in as many as
24 dams across the State
were opened after the water
level in the reservoirs neared

parts of the State, triggering the danger mark. People
flash floods and landslips downstream have been
and bringing normal life toa  warned of flash floods.

halt.

State Disaster Control Wayanad cut off

Room sources said 22 people  Wayanad district was cut off
had died in rain-related inci- ~ from the rest of the State by a
dents since Wednesday, 17 of  series of landslips along key
them falling victim to land-  ghat roads. Most rivers in the
slips in Idukki and Malapu-  State are in spate due to hea-

ram districts,

The Army has been de-
ployed in the worst-affected
districts of Idukki, Kozhi-
kode, Wayanad and Malap-
puram to assist in rescue and
relief work. Units of the Na-
tional Disaster Response
Force were also rushed to

Alappuzha, Er and  hikode and one in Wayanad.
Kozhikode. Sarid
Terming the flood situa-  siuice GaTES OPENED AS

tion grim, Chief Minister Pin-

vy inflow in the catchment
areas following incessant
rain. At many places, \reli
cles were stranded as roa
were washed away by surg-
ing stormwater.

As many as 11 people were
reported dead in Iduklki, six
in Malappuram, two in Koz-

DAMS FILL UpP »PAGES

Under water: Theﬁooded Sundaram Colony in Palakkad town on Thursday. «x. k. mustaran
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Bangalore: The Kerala floods
appear to have dampened the
Onam spirit, with shopkeep-
ers praying for sunnier days
that would encourage custom-
ers to spend big to celebrate
the state’s topmost festival,

“There's a dip in Onam
sales," said Satheendran, pro-
prietor of Sindur Textiles in
Kalpetta, district headquar-
ters in Wayanad.

Onam falls on August 25
but the celebrations begin 10
days earlier. In normal years,
the sales tend to pick up at lea-
st 10 days before the celebra-
tions start, Satheendran said.
“But that isn't happening this
yeﬂl‘."

State planning board mem-
ber KN. Harilal acknowl-
edged the problem but felt
there was sufficient time left.

“People living in the flood-
hit areas may find it difficult to
splurge on the festival since
they already face the expenses
of repairing their damaged
properties,” he told The Tele-
graph on Saturday.

“But the rain seems to be
reducing. Once people over-
come this crisis, their tenden-
¢y to celebrate festivals will
take over and the sales should
gather pace.” 1

Two of the biggestinterna-|
tional chains of apparels and
gold jewellery have already
witnessed a slide in sales in
Kerala this season.

A senior executive with a
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site in Kerala to perform the ritual,

leading apparel chain, who did
not wish to be named, said it
was too early to estimate
whether the floods would curb
the eventual sales figures.

“Last Onam we did good
sales in spite of the lingering
impact of the demonetisation,
But I cannot see suich mobility
vet this year,” he said.

A sizeable chunk of the ap-
parel chain's Onam and
Christmas customers come
from Idukki and Wayanad,

Bali tharpanam aritual to pay homage to
Sahml&ymthem’mslon of Karkidaka

the souls of ancestors, being performed on

s

A S

Vavu near Aluva Mahadeva Temple on the banks
of the flooded PeriynrnwrmKnchi:theAluvaﬁvemideismnsidmdthemmtauspicious

two of the worst-hit districts.
“Urban (big city) cus-
tomers are spending quite a bit
but we cannot do without cus-
tomers from the smaller towns
as they buy in bulk for large
families,” the executive said.
An official with a Kozhiko-
de-based gold jewellery chain
said: “We are present even in
thesmaller towns but the sales
have not really picked up so
far.” He added: “It’s hard to
say whether the end result

(PTT picture)

would be below par. ButIseea
change in buying habits which
could be because people whose
properties have been damaged
in the floods would rather sp-
end on repairs than buy gold.”

Bangalore-based brand co-
nsultant Harish Bijoor said
Onam used to provide the ma-
rket for launching consumer

“dnam sales are still the
barometer for certain types of
prodpets such as apparel and

8 .

‘o

A navy jawan rescues an elderly man ina

)

flood-hit area

in Wayanad district on Saturday, (PT7)

gold, as Malayalis spend a loton
these stuff during the festival,”
Bijoor told this newspaper.

“Once Onam used to be the
time to buy things like sc-
ooters and cars. That has
changed since people buy
them at any time now.”

Bijoor suggested that the
flood situation might not hold
back the wealthier Malayalis
from shopping vigorously for
the festival.

“Plenty of Malayali expa-

triates would really open their
wallets for their families and
friends, he said. “Instead of
carrying back ill-fitting cloth-
es from overseas, they prefer
to buy the best of products in
Kerala.”

He agreed that the floods
could affeet sales in the small-
ertowns and the worst-hit ar-
eas. “People from small towns
who usually head to the cities
tomake their purchases might
be hesitant this time,” he said.
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DANGER LEVEL: Rain water flows on Belur Road, Mudi

Sakleshpur taluk of Hassan district. oH pHOTOS

Riversinspate as heavyrains
pound Malnad districts

Agricultural activities affected in Shivamogga, Chikkamagaluru

SHIVAMOGGA/MUDIG-
ERE/MADIKERI/MAN-
GALURU:Heavy rains contin-
ved to lash Malnad regionon
Saturday, disrupting farming
activities.

Thirthahalliand Hosanaga-
ra in Shivamogga district con-
tinued to receive heavy rains.
Theriversin Thirthahalli taluk
-the Tunga, the Malathi and
the Kushavati-are in full spate.
Agumbe, Naluru, Megaraval-
li, Honnetalau, Kendalabailu,
Thirthahalli and the surround-
ing places are recieving heavy
rains over the last two days.

Paddy seedlings have sub-
mergedin Agumberegion due
to copious rains. Shivamogga,

Bhadravathi, Sagara, Shika-
ripura received moderate to
heavy rains intermittently.

Low-lying areas of Bhadra-
vathi town such as Kavalagun-
di, Gundu Rao and Ekinshaw
colonies, which witnessed
flood-like situation, returned
to normal as discharge from
the Bhadra dam decreased.

Vehicular movement on the
new bridge near KSRTC bus
stand was banined for two days
since August 9 as water flew
over the bridge following huge
discharge of water from the
Bhadra dam.

In Chikkamagaluru district,
heavy rain pounded Mudigere
taluk. After a week's break,
the rain gained momentum

since Thursday night and
kept the people indoors.
The rain has affected farming
activities. Coffee growers are
fearing losing the crops due to
inclementweather.

The Arabica and Robasta
coffee beans have already
started withering. Majority
of the coffee estates have de-
clared holiday for labourers
due to downpour.

The Hemavathi river in the
taluk has reached the brim.
Water from the river has ma-
rooned paddy fields situated
on its banks. Transplantation
of paddy seedlings has been
affected.

Meanwhile, the police has
cautioned the tourists on in-

crease in water-level in rivers
andat Alekhan Falls and other
small waterfalls on Charmadi
Ghat area.

Drowned
Meagwhile, Susheela (48) ac-
cidentally slipped intoastream
and drowned at Devalekoppa
in Begar Gram Panchayat of
Sringeri taluk.

As rain receded across
Kodagu district on Satur-
day, farming activities have
resumed. Following heavy
rain on Friday night, the river
Lakshamanatheertha is over-
flowing at Srimangala, Kutta,
Hudikeri and Ponnampete.
Napoklu, Bhagamandala and
Talacauvery experiencedlight

gere town, Chikkamagaluru district, on Saturday. (Right) A submerged bridge at Hettur villagein

shower. The water level at
TriveniSangama has declined.
Two persons suffered injuries
when the roof of a house col-
lapsed at Aigooru in Somwar-
pet taluk. Dakshina Kannada
too experienced light showers ‘
on Saturday. Thoughit rained
heavily on Friday night, the |
rain has now receded. The wa- |
terlevel in rivers and rivulets
have started declining,

In the last 24 hours, district
received an average of 76.2
mm rain. Water level in the
river Nethravathi stood at 5.9
metresin Bantwal while it was
22.5metres in Uppinangady.

Kalaburagireceived rainfor
two hours in the evening.

DH News Service
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Relief, rewews mark day after delugein
Kerala 4 more Killed, toll mounts to 33

R Krishnakumar

ALUVA (ERNAKULAM DISTRICT), DHNS:
Receding waters marked a break from

twodaysoffloodinginKeralaonSaturday g

asthe state government announced com-
pensation to the affected, reviewed relief
measures and preparedness for more
rains forecast till Wednesday,

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan took
an aerial survey of the flood-hit regions,
visited relief camps and reviewed the
situation in Wayanad and Ernakulam
districts. His team'svisit to the scheduled
first stop—Idukki — was dropped due to
inclement weather.

At Wayanad, the chief minister an-
nounced Rs 4 lakh as compensation for
the kin of people killed in rain-related
incidents and Rs 10 lakh for people who
lost both houses and land. Vijayan was
accompanied in his visit by senior officials
and Leader of the Opposition Ramesh
Chennithala.

“The government is amending guide-
lines based on which compensation in
such cases is announced. Local author-
ities along with voluntary organisations
will coordinate efforts to help people
return to their homes and tackle pos-
sible health and sanitation issues,” the
chief minister saidafterareview meeting
here. About 57,000 people are housedin
457 reliefcampsin the state.

The state government has called for
assistance from non-resident Keralites
inovercoming the flood crisis. Actors Mo-

+ 09 @Te

Devuhes'!a!l'ohof‘l(arkltalw\!aw‘m '
Mahadeva temple on the banks of the flooded Periyar in Kochi on Saturday. r1i

hanlaland Mammootty have appealed to
people through their social media pages
tomake contributions to the Chief Minis-

In Anchuthengu in Thiruvananthapu-
ram district, two fishermen — Sahayaraj
(57) and Carmel Lazar (70) — died after

ter’s Distress Relief Fund. their country boat capsized in the sea.
The bodies of a40-year-old womanand

Four more deaths her daughter were found from flood-wa-

Four more deaths in rain-related inci- ter in Nedumudi in Alappuzha, a region

dents were reported on Saturday, taking severely hit by the floods,

thetoll during the past three daysto 33.-  »Rain, Page 10

: e 000 -
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" Inundated Kerala gets

a break from rain
Toll touches 31; over 60,000 displaced

- Cauvery in spate, causes
floods in Erode district

Mettur dam surplusses agam

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
Despite a respite from rain
and falling water levels in
major dams, Kerala re-
mained on alert on Satur-
day, with over 60,000 per-
sons displaced in four
districts. The Met Depart-
ment has forecast heavy to
very heavy rainfall in most
places in Idukki, Ernaku-
lam, Palakkad, Wayanad,
Malappuram, Kozhikode,
Kannur and Kasaragod dis-
tricts over the next three
days, putting them on ‘red
alert.’ The State government
on Saturday put the death
toll in the recent spell of rain
at 31, with five persons said
to be missing.

513 relief camps

As many as 60,622 persons
have been accommodated
in 513 relief camps. Around

NDRF personnel rescuing
flood-affected people in
Wayanad on Saturday. «rri

1,501 houses were partially
damaged and another 101
destroyed. There was mas-
sive loss of crops and pro-

perty, an official press note :

said. Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan announced ex gratia
of ¥ lakh to the next of kin

of those who had lost their

lives in rain-related inci-
dents. :

RAJNATH TO VISIT KERALA
TODAY » PAGE 10

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
METTUR

With the water level at the
Mettur dam touching the

120-ft mark on Saturday for |

the second time in 20 days,
the Cauvery is in spate. This
led to flooding in Erode dis-
trict and flood alerts in dis-
tricts downstream of the riv-

The discharge, which
stood at 35,000 cusecs on
Friday evening, was stepped
up to 1.10 lakh cusecs on Sa-
turday. As a result, water en-
tered hundreds of homes lo-
cated along the banks of the
Cauvery at many places

. near Erode, and residents

were moved to higher
ground.
The district administra-

© tion in Erode warned peo-

ple living along the river
banks and in low-lying areas
to move to safer locations.

Residents wading through
floodwater in Bhavani on
Saturday. =m.covartHAN

Hundreds of people moved
on their own, and were ac-

commodated in schools. Pe-

ople residing along the
banks of the river in Karun-
galpalayam  were also
moved to safer lotations, in
anticipation of a rise in in-
flow.

CONTINUVED ON » PAGE 8
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Tourlsts rescued in Munnar

wracked Kerala rose to 27 on

K.M. RAKESH

Bangalore: Foreign-and do-
mestic tourists were evacuat-
ad from a Munnar hotel after
being stranded at the Kerala
hill resort for a day following a
landslide that blocked the
main entry and exit points to
the facility.

Of the 57 tourists who have
been moved to safety, 24 are

| foreigners. Those putting up at
Hotel Plum Judy were moved
out through an alternative
route through a tea garden
and taken to airports and rail-
way stations.

Among the foreigners were
families from Saudi Arabia,
Oman and the UAE, and cou-
ples from Russia and the US.
Incidentally, the US embassy
had issued a flood alert and
asked its citizens to stay away
from affected areas in Kerala.

A hotel staff told The Tele-
graph that the domestic

tourists were from Kerala,

Delhi and Rajasthan.

“Wa arranged cabs for all

tHetotirists andmoved them
to their destinations of ch-

oice,” front office staff Anks-
uman Goswami said over
phone from Munnar;, about
140km from Kochi and 1,500
meters above sea level,

A native of Tezpur in Ass-
am, Goswami said none of the
23 domestic guests were from
Bengal. “We have one more
front office person from Jorh-
at(Assam)and a female staffer
from Arunachal Pradesh. All
the others are from Kerala,”
he said.

The hotel's sales and mar-
keting manager told this
newspaper that the facility
was well stocked with food and
water. “We are always well
stocked to take care of a full
house for several days,” said
Nibin K. Anand.

He said only 25 of the 60 10-
oms were occupied when the

landslides blocked the road.

Among the most popular

tourist dﬁannations in Kerala, Egﬂa

Munnarreceived 628 Takh

itors in 2017-18, 34. 31 per cent
more than the number the
year before.

Aluva town in Ernakulam
is facing a repeat of the 2013
flood as an in-spate Periyar
river submerged the local
Shiva temple. This has left the
district authorities in a
quandary as the annual “vavu
bali” (a ritual for the departed)
falls on Saturday.

As thousands perform the
ritual every year along the
banks of the Periyar near the
temple, the authorities are
making alternative arrange-
ments at places that have not
been flooded.

Orders have been issued
to police not to allow anyone
near the river. More than
50 CRPF personnel have ar-
rived at Aluva to help the po-
lice.

The death toll in rain-

Y. as one man died in a
ide jn Tduel.

Heavy rain in the high
ranges forced the authorities
to .release water from two
more dams. Cheruthoni dam
in Tdukki, which had opened
one of its five shutters on
Thursday, lifted the remain-
ing four as the inflow in-
creased because of torrential

Since the dam had last
opened all five shutters in
1987, a large number of people
gathered to witness the specta-
cle.

Gushing waters from the
reservoirs caused flooding in
several towns and villages
downstream as the water pow-
ered its way towards the Ara-
bian Sea via Aluva.

The heavy currents
washed away a part of a bus
terminus in Cheruthoni town
and several houses and shops
along the banks.

g S T
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INFULL FLOW; Water gushesout of the Kabini dam in Beecha nahalll HD Kote taluk, Mysuru t.llstritt on Frida v, (Right) Farmer Chlkkauempaiah and hisson Kantharaju suspended cultivation
on their land in Karagalavillage of HD Kote taluk after Kapila river water entered their field, pHPHOTOS/SAVITHAB R

Heavy discharge from Kabinidam
resultsin deluge onriver banks

Vasttracts of
land flooded,
standing crops
washed away
Ranjith Kandya

MYSURLU: Normal life has
been affected intheareas
onthe banks of River Kapila
following release of a large
quanity of water from Kabi-
ni reservoir in Beechanahal-
li, HD Kote taluk.

Asmany as 76 houses have
been damaged while 14 are
submerged in the Kapila
waters, The residents have
beenshifted to safety, Several
bridges including the one at
Nanjangud town are under

water, All the tributaries of
Kapila arein spate, Additional
police forces have been de-
ployed near the bridges and
movement of vehicles has
heen diverted.

According to the officials,
property, including crops
worth lakhs of rupees have
been damaged. However,
there have been no reports of
loss oflife, HD Kote MLA Anil
Chikkamadu and Assistant
Commissioner Nitish Kuman
visited the affected areas,

On Thursday, the out-
flow from Kabini reservoir
reached 80,000 cusecs, the
highest ever since the con-
struetion of the dam in 1974,
The highest amount of dis-
charge from the dam till now
was 70,100 cusecs in 1992,

Executive Engineer C P
Jagadeesh told DA that all

T

_Traffic hit on_ Mysuru-Ooty highway

Mavementofvehiclesonthe Mysuru-Ooty National Highway,
atNanjangudtewn came toastandstill asa connectingbridge
was under water. The vehicles were diverted on alternative
roads, TheTiverwater entered low- ngamsmchasMaJlam

‘Mogale Mt Maramrna templein|
temple, Parashurama teniple, and Halladakere in the to
Evenfaurburigl grol.ulds in theluw);lwcrtﬂooded il

i
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precautionary measures had
heen taken hefore increasing
the outflow. "Flood alerts
were issued to the people on
the river banksand they are
being shifted to safery.”

The inflow to the dam be-
gantorise from August 8 with

eopious rain in Kerala. “It is -

inevitable to release large

quantities of water as the in-

Kullankanahundi, Avyappa

flow is very high and the dam
has reached it’s full reservoir
level (FRL). Several areas
have beensubmerged and the
situation may continue for an-~
other day.” the engineer said.
He added that the in a span
of one month the dam had
reached FRL thrice.

On the other hand, the
residents and farmers on the

banks of the River Kapila are
under fear following a flood-
like situdtion. A majority of
the farmers in the region had
prepared for paddy cultiva-
tion. Due to the sudden rise
in the water level in the river,
agricultral fields have been
submerged, forcing the farm-
ersto postpone their plan,
Chikkakempaiah of Kara-
‘gala village owns three acres
of land out of which twe acres
has been submerged. He had
prepared the land for sowing,
but had to postpone it follow-
ing the rise in water level, "1
had prepared for ploughing
today, but, the land was flood-
ed last night,” he said.,
Devaraj, another farm-
er, said that standing crops
of jowar and banana on vast
tracts of land had been dam-
aged. “The officials had is-

sued awarning, but, we never |

thoughtsuch a huge quantity | .
of water would be released | |

to the river, There is no alter- | |
native for the officials but o |

releasethewater tothe river,” |

he said.
DH News Service

T T T T T T T T et

Name of the: Full
Reservoir | level* |
Lln;ar:arr!akkl 1819.00
Supa '_849 52
Harangi | 2855, DE. £8
Hemavathi | 292200 |
KRS | 448
Kahlnl |

‘lunbahhanra i
Malaprabha | 207950 |
Almatt| [ 170481 [ 1;
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CHENNAI: Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment has put all districts
through which the Cauvery
river passes on high alert
due to excess water being
released from the Kabini
and the KRS reservoirs in
Karnataka, due to heavy
rainfall in catchment areas.

With more than 70,000
cusecs of water being re-
leased from the Kabini dam
alone, the Stanley Reservoir
in Mettur in Salem district
here in Tamil Nadu is fast fill-
ing up.

The reservoir reached its
full capacity of 120 feet in the
third week of July and has
been receiving heavy inflow
of water from Karnataka
dams in the past few days.

With 35,000 cusecs of wa-
ter being released from the
Mettur dam, Salem district
administration has asked

®® oo

ater being the Stanley nmlr at Metturin
Salemdistrict of Tamil Nadu on Friday.

+0® 0He D

people in 16 revenue villages
that are on the banks of the
river Cauvery not to go near
the riverside. The district
administration has also kept
ready centres tolodge people
in case they are evacuated
from their villages due toim-
pending flood in the coming
days.

Advisories issued
“We have been issuing advi-
sories to all villages located
on the banks of the river not
to go near the riverside. Our
village administrative offi-
cials are on the rounds to tell
people not to risk their lives
by going near the banks. Also,
we have identified vulnerable
areas and have put the offi-
cials on alert,” Salem collec-
tor Rohini R Bhajibhakare
told DH on Friday.

She said 35,000 cusecs of
water is being released on
Friday and the amount may

;L

Release from Kabini, KRS fast filling Mettur dam
A Highalertin Cauvery basin districts of TN

be increased depending o
theinflow.

About evacuation of peo
ple, the district collector sai
they would think of evacu
ating people only if the dis
charge of water from Mettu
crosses 1lakh cusecs,

“Width of the Cauver
river can withstand upt
1 lakh cusecs of water. But
all precautionary measure:
andarrangements have beer
made to accommodate the
peoplein centresin the even
of evacuation from their
homes,” she said,

The district administra:
tion, Rohini said, has also is-
sued advisoriesto youngster:
not torisk their lives by click-
ing photographs and selfies
onthe river banks.

In July, five persons of a
family drowned when they
were bathing on the banks of
Cauvery river.

DH News Service

99 000
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ﬁloodmg puts Kerala in crisis

~ Red alert sounded in eight districts; heavy discharge from Idukki; toll rises to 27

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
Many parts of Kerala were
grappling with a looming cri-
sis on Friday as a heavy rain-
fall warning and tidal flood-
ing alert looked set to
compound the worsening
flood situation in the State.
The State Disaster Man-
agement Authority issued a
red alert for eight districts
following a heavy rainfall
warning by the weather of-
fice. The Indian National
Centre for Ocean Informa-
tion Services has also issued
a tidal flooding alert for Ker-
ala from August 11 to 15,

Evacuation planned

Idukki and Ernakulam dis-
tricts were put on high alert
and the administration be-
gan preparations to evacuate
families in anticipation of a
flood situation following the
decision to raise the shutters
of the Cheruthoni dam to re-
lease excess water from the

Full flow: Water gush‘:ﬁg out of Cheruthoni dam after all five shutters were opened as the level
in the Idukki hydel project rose due to heavy rainin the catchments. =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Idukki reservoir. Over 6,500
families were expected to be
evacuated from the down-
stream areas of the Periyar
river up to Aluva in Ernaku-
lam. Five people were re-
ported dead in rain-related
incidents on Friday, taking
the toll to 27. More than

17,000 people across the
State have been displaced by
floods over two days since
the monsoon rains intensi-
fied. Rescue teams, includ-
ing units of the Army, the Na-
vy and the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) dug
through soil and rubble in an

attempt to save the victims
of landslips.

Union Home Minister Raj-
nath Singh called up Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
and assured him all help.

IDUKKISTILL ON ALERT;
LANDSLIPS CONTINUE » PAGE 10
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Residents take stock of a house destroyed by floods at Kannappenkum_:lu in Kozhikode, Kerala. arp

NAVY RESCUES 55 | _ GRIM SCENARIO MORE RAIN LIKELY
lFl-rtrﬁve persons have so =MD has predicted ‘fairly

far been evacuated by 54 000 hlt widespread to widespread
Navy under “Operation i and rendered homeless in one rain’ from Aug 15-17 inthe

Ve iuned ot | ofvortfooemkesie ey | 1 COC R Ko
ern Nava ma ; . Ker
4.39 camps | ala, Karnataka, TN ghats

® Two teams with Gemini

| ®The ongoing rainfall over

boats commenced rescue | - |
at Kalpetta, Wayanad and | m""‘f‘iﬁe{‘:ﬁ‘ alll’?e?:ted petcf;e | Keralais expected to sub-
Panmarum (13 km south | side inintensity, buta fur-
of Mananthavady), where 40 | ther increase is likely from
they evacuated 55 strand- ‘ rlvers August13to 165 duetoa

| flowing above the dangermark | fresh surge in monsoon

ed people, a release said
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$100-cr Central relief to Kerala

KOCHI, AUGUST 12

Terming the flood situation
in Kerala following heavy
rains as something never
witnessed by the state
since Independence, Union
Home Minister Rajnath
Singh today announced
Rs 100 crore as immediate
Central relief.

The minister, who made an
aerial survey of badly affect-
ed areas in Idukki and
. Ernakulam distriets, said the

rains and floods had caused
“massive e" to the
_farm sector and infrastruc-
ture like roads and power.
He was speaking after
reviewing the situation with
Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, Minister of State for
Tourism Alphons Kannan-
thanam, state ministers and
senior officials.
Singhassured all help from
the Centre o meet the “very
serious situation”.
“Tunderstand the suffering
of the people of Kerala from
the present crisis. Since
assessment of the damage
will take time, I hereby
announce immediate relief
as advance of Rs 100 crore,”
the minister said.
The state government sub-
mitted a memorandum to
Singh, seeking urgent sane-

e

tion of Rs 1,220 crore from the
National Disaster Relief Fund
(NDRF) to meet the situation.

In the memorandum, the
Chief Minister said prelimi-
nary estimates suggested
that Kerala suffered a loss of
Rs 8,316 crore in the rains,
floods and landslides.

Singh recalled the flood sit-
uation in Kerala last month
and said that just before he
came to the state today, he
sanctioned release of the sec-

ond instalment of Rs 80.25
crore in advance for the State
Disaster Relief Fund. The
first instalment of a similar
amount of the Central share
of SDRF for 2018-19 was
released last month, he said.

“The Centre is extremely
sensitive to the needs of the
Kerala at this erifical junc-
ture,” he said.

The Minister said three
teams of NDRTF had been pre
positioned in Kerala during

7 DEAD | 60,000 DISPLACED | 1,500 HOUSES DAMAGED
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66Never before in the
history of independent
India has Kerala witnessed
such massive floods. 9
Rajnath Singh, UNION HOME MINISTER

Home Minister Rajnath Singh

during an aerial survey of the
flood-hit Kerala on Sunday. 1

. the current monsoon season.

“Eleven more NDRF teams
have been deployed in the
state, taking the total number
of NDRF teams to 14. If need-
ed we will press in additional
teams,” Singh said in a tweet,

Earlier, Singh visited a
relief camp at Elanthikkara
in Paravur Taluk in Ernaku-

“Today we conducted an
aerial survey of flood affect-
ed areas with the Chief Min-

ister and I reached the con-
clusion that the situation is
very serious in Kerala due
to floods,” he said.

“And I'would like to assure
the state government that
all sorts of support will be
provided by the central gov-
ernment to meet the chal-
lenges of the flood situa-
tion,” he said. Singhr also
heard the grievances of peo-
ple who lost their homes and
land in the floods. — PTI

ComeSeptl,
Rlysto charge
forinsurance

NEW.DELHI, AUGUST12

Indian Railways has roped in
three private insurers to roll
out “optional travel insurance
scheme” for passengers, as
the government-owned
IRCTC has decided not to

.provide the services free-of-

cost from September 1.

A senior Railway Board offi-
cial said, for the purpose the
IRCTC has entered info a
pact with three insurance
companies “through Limited
Tender”. These are Shriram
General Insurance Company

14d,, ICICI Lombard General *

Insurance Company Ltd and
Royal Sundaram General
Insurance Co. Ltd., he added.
Initially, when the scheme
was launched in 2016 an
option was given to all those,
who booked their tickets
online through IRCTC portal,
tobuy insurance coverby pay-
ing Rs 0.92 per passenger. But
subsequently to promote digi-
tal transactions, the premium
amount was waived and the
insurance became free-of-
cost from December 10, 2016.
‘“Nowwe have decided tostop
free travel insurance beginning
September 1 and the TRCTC

"will give option to opt or not to

opt in place of free insurance,”
the official said. — TNS
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- Heavy rains, brimming dams worsen Kerala misery
Yy The abnormally high rainfall that Kerala has received this year -
‘hasled toover two dozen deaths inlandslides and flash floods as
- A wellas the opening of sluice gates of 24 dams. This is a wakeup
call on the dangers posed by extreme weather phenomena, Last
" August, Kerala waslookingat adroughtsituation with 20% deficiency
‘inrainfall, and planning water conservation measures. The sitnation
.  standsdramaticallyreversednowwith thestate receiving19% surplus
rainfallandsix of 14 districtsrecording20-59% surplusrainfall.
Kerala government took time to factor concerns of dam
safety; storing enough water for the lean season, moving people
e -~ {0 relief camps, and identifying areas
~ ' downstream on ‘the Periyar river
~which were likely to flood before
‘deciding to open the Idukki hydel
_projectsluice gates under duress. This
‘was a double whammy for people
‘Tecovering from an earlier round. of
. {loodingjust weeksago. Kerala’srivers
~drain rapidly thanks to the steady
; ~-slope from ‘Western Ghats to Arabian -
: PRLISSEE. | Sea, due to which floods ‘are rare
=  occurrences. But with rising sea levels, another consequence of
;-climatet:hange.'_Kérala’svmnerabﬂitytoﬂopdshasincreased._ .
- Across India, governments have been remiss in preserving flood
plains, wetlands and water bodies that soak in excess rainwater. In
®  Kerala, tackling the specific challenges of balancing development
‘and preservation of Western Ghats, river banks, and coastal and
-estuarinemangrovesﬁfomﬁmhgr-encmaclnnentcannotbedélayed' :
‘any further. Extreme weather phenomena —the high frequency of
pre-monsoon dust and thunderstorms in north India this year are
worthrecalling -are here to stay. Fine tuning disasterresponse stra-
Ztegies,'augmenﬁhghumancapacityanﬁ'auditinguﬂsafeSt["uctln"e's—
‘buildings, dams, bridges - canrestrictdamage. Alongside, long-term
I climate change mitigation strategies must be undertaken as well.
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‘Rain returns with its Imserable\
compamons. ]ams, waterlogging

& 'IJMENEws Nm\mx _ : :few QU Metfpﬁ'cials aald s :cry:ecoxded&samm of ra-
I - Key stretches. Delhi’s skies “the ity is likely to receive —infall on Friday, Dbetween
nNew Ilelh: Fresh shuwers “turned dark grey by 12pm lightrainovertheweekendas  8.80am to 5.30pm, while Lod-
{dashed the capital on Friday  parts like south, central - well and a drop in maximum - hiroadand Ridge recorded 38
yafternoon, with traffic co- andwestBe].h;rece;vmgama— —iemperature isexpected. -and2.6mm of rainfallrespec-
ming to a crawl as wate_ﬁqg jorltyﬂf ;the }:am mthe next ’l‘he Safdarjung observa— tively' during the same: pe-
. e EAL TR e : Frypd it it Yeﬂeshlﬂ.lmar _riod. Officials said parts of
southwest Delhi, however, fa-
‘iled to record any rain with
“both Palam and Ayanagar re-
mmvmgnoramfa]l
“Saturday will see spells
of light rain in some parts,
_while the intensity of rain is

_expected tobehigheron Sun-

* day with moderate showers
likely. The maximum and mi-

- nimum temperatures are ex-
‘pected to fall by 2 to 3 degree
Celcius over the next 48 ho-

“urs,”saidametofficial.

- Delhi’s maximum tempe-
rature on Friday was recor-
-ded at 35,8 degrees Celsius —
one. degree aboye normal
i The minimum temperature,

_meanwhile, was 28.3 degrees
C with the humidity levels
oscillating between 65 to
100% during theday.

. Aspellof rain between2.5

and 15.5mm- is classified as

light rainfall, while rainfall
between 156 to B4.4mm is
classified as “‘moderate” ra-

1 .infall. According to the met

office, Delhi’s maximum and

minimum temperature will
be around 24 and 26 degrees

Celsiusrespectively.
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mg them in “the 'same
k,"he adﬂeﬂ_ “Thefossils
_"Ehscovered in’ ‘Dharampur
~!andﬂ1dearémporﬂntas‘thcy

S hugequantmesmdebnsand
|_- are supposed 1o be 40-45

millionyearsold,” hesaid. Dr  t
} ‘Aryaholdsthe GuinnessBook
/- of World Record for drilling  Sta
|5 ‘the highestborewellandis cur- E
I rently director of waterand = in
I geothermal section with Inter-
' nationalSustainable Energy

which was prbrfted near
p‘aleu Parwalm j"lTSDIandxstﬁctdur—
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‘Centre launches
portal for sc1ennﬁc
research, fundmg

Rep051tory of resear_ hk

SPECIAL commsmmnw'r

NEW DELHI :
How does ;a‘é buﬂding math -
enthusiast figure out career -
‘prospects - for pursuing
mathematics = in  India?

¥  Which individual professors
. areblazing new trails in, say,

- ‘climate change resea:ch :

here? | 3
The Union science minis-

. Vigyan Prasar, has launched

- the India Science Technolo-

- gy and Innovation portal

that .can help mth such
quene; .

Currently the pDrtal can

- be queried for information

~about the organisations car-

rying out research, those

funding them, international

: collaborations, the Scien-

¢ tists involved in the re-

they are being carried ount,
their achievements ~and
impact. '

Prime focus R
£ There’s also a compﬂanon-
K of technologies developed
in India, the organisations
that have developed these

‘status of the te&nologif:s

“Amajor thrust of the portal

{ s to reach out to students,
tesearchers, schola.rs, scien-

Covering L., YIS

_abroad 80 thal ﬂley can

t1y’s communication wing,

~ technologies; ‘those” that
have funded them and the =
“prepared by the Union go-

tists ‘both from India and
~ment and updates.

- RE PRHENTAT{\"E USE. =

 choose from the mine of fel-
- lowships, scholarships and |
funding and startup oppor- |
" tunities that India puts on
their plate,” says a note ac-

companying the portal.
The portal follows a
daunch this week of India
Sciénce
’{ntemetbased ‘science

Y _channel ‘o showcase the
search, the states in which :

‘developments in ‘science
‘and technology in India.

-Both the portal and the |

charmel are part of a push

‘by the Science. Ministry to
~_improve its public outreach.

By next year, the Ministry
‘Thopes to offer science pro-
‘srammies ‘on Doordarshan

- and -eventually Jaunch a

“dedicated science channel.
“According to a roadmap

vernment, the Science Mi-

: msny proposes to spend T15

‘crore over five years to cov-
er costs of portal develop

S ke Iy

(indiascience.in),
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HP'gives condltlonal NOC for dams

eentoensure
s share of
/ater under

1e agreement

IMLA, AUGUST 10

7en though Himachal has
zlded to Centre's demand of
suing NOC to pave the way
r the setting up of Renuka,
ikkhwar and Kishau dams to
eet the growing water
eds of Delhi but not with-
it laying conditions to
sure 1ts share of water
ider the agreement.

Che Cabinet at its meeting
1d here on Thursday agreed
issue the NOC but on the
ndition that Himachal
nild be allowed to draw its
are from a convenient site
dnot having to spend extra
ferry the water from a dis-

1t place. Union Minister

tin Gadkari is very keen
it there is no further delay
d the NOCs areissued by all
2 seven partner states of
dhi, Rajasthan HP
wyana, Punjab, Uttarak-
nd and Uttar Pradesh.

We have agreed to give con-

The Renuka lake in Sirmaur, 166 km from Shimla. PHOTO: AMIT KANWAR

PROJECT OF NATIONAL IMPORTANCE

w The setting up of the 40 MW Renuka Dam has
been delayed for the past so many years despite
it being accorded the status of project of national
Importance as it will cater to the growing

water needs of Delhi.

# Union Minister Nitin Gadkari is very keen that there
is no further delay and the NOCs are issued by all
the seven partner states of Delhl, Rajasthan HP,

Haryana, Punjab, Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh.

€4 We have agreed togive
conditional NOC as long as

Himachal is allowed to draw
its share of water from the
Yamuna downstream
of the Renuka lake or from
the sub basins of Giri,
Pabbar or Tons

- Vineet Chawdhry, cHier secqerary

ditional NOC as long as
Himachal 1s allowed to draw
its share of water from the
Yamuna downstream of
Renuka dam or from the sub
basins of Giri, Pabbar or
Tons,” said Vineet Chawdhry,
Chief  Secretary  about
Himachal's stand. The set-

ting up of the 40 MW Renuka
Dam has been delayed for the
past so many years despite it
being accorded status of proj-
ect of national importance as
it will cater to the growing
water needs of Delhi.

The proposal for the setting
up of three projects - Renuka

in  Sirmaur district of
Himachal and Lakhwar and
Kishau in Uttrakhand has
beenhanging forthe last many
years as the partner states of
Delhi, Rajasthan HE, Haryana,
Punjab, Uttrakhand and Uttar
Pradesh are reluctant to issue
the NOCs as per water sharing

agreement. Bach state is
apprehensive about the share
of water that it will receive
under the agreement.

Under the water sharing
proposal, Himachal is entitled
to 0.378 billion cubic metres of
water annually. However, the
hill state is concerned that it
mightbe asked to make provi-
sion of transporting water
either from Lakhwar in
Uttarakhand or some other
distant place for which a lot of
expenditure will have 1o be
made. It is to address this con-
cern that the Cabinet decided
to provide a conditional NOC.

As far as Himachal is con-
cerned, the cost of the 40 MW
Renuka projects has escalated
to over Rs 4,000 crore.
Himachal, which is a power
surplus state, does not stand
to gain much from the project
but for the needs of Delhi and
the National capital region
(NCR), Delhi has already pro-
vided Rs 200 crore for rehabil-
itating the oustees,

“A payment of Rs 400 crores
will have to be made for catch-
ment treatment for Renulka
and the Centre is yet to pro-
vide this money,” said
Tarun Kapoor, Additional
Chief Secretary, Power, For-
est and Environment.
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Heavy flooding puts Kerala in crisis

Red alert sounded in eight districts following rain warning; heavy discharge from Idukki; toll rises to 27

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Many parts of Kerala were
grappling with a looming cri-
sis on Friday as a heavy rain-
fall warning and tidal flood-
ing alert looked set to
compound the worsening
flood situation in the State.

The State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority issued a red
alert for eight districts follow-
ing a heavy rainfall warning
by the weather office.

The Indian  National
Centre for Ocean Information
Services has also issued a ti-
dal flooding alert for Kerala
from August 11 to 15.

Evacuation planned
Idukki and Ernakulam dis-
tricts were put on high alert
and the administration began
preparations to evacuate fa-
milies in anticipatdon of a
flood situation following the
decision to raise the shutters
of the Cheruthoni dam to re-
lease excess water from the
Idukki reservoir.

Over 6,500 families were
expected to be evacuated
from the downstream areas
of the Periyar river up to Alu-
va in Ernakulam.

Five people were reported
dead in rain-related incidents
on Friday, taking the toll to
27. More than 17,000 people
across the State have been
displaced by floods over two
days since the monsoon rains

- o

Full flow: Water gushing out of Cheruthon

e e

due to heavy rain in the catchments. sspeCiaL ARRANGEMENT

intensified. Rescue teams, in-
cluding units of the Army, the
Navy and the National Disas-
ter Response Force dug
through soil and rubble in an

attempt to save the victims of

landslips. and officials began
evacuation of families as
swollen rivers breached
banks and floodwaters
surged through houses.

The Centre reached out to
Kerala, offering a helping
hand to tackle the situation.

Union Home Minister Raj-
nath Singh called up Chief Mi-
nister Pinarayi Vijayan and
assured him all help.

“Spoke to Kerala CM Shri
Pinarayi Vijayan and dis-
cussed the prevailing flood
situation in the State. I have
assured all possible assis-
tance from the Centre to the
State government. The relief
and rescue ops are going on.
MHA is closely monitaring
the flood situation,” he later

i dam after all five shutters were opened as the level in the Idukki hydel project rose

tweeted.

Aerial survey

The Chief Minister is sche-
duled to make an aerial sur-
vey of the tiood-hit areas on
Saturday.

Tamil Nadu and Karnataka
have offered assistance, with
the Chief Ministers of these
States donating 15 crore and
710 crore respectively for
flood relief work.

Chief Secretary Tom Jose

said units of the Army, the Na
vy and the NDRF were assist-
ing the civilian administra-
tion in rescue work and
restoration of roads blocked
by landslips. “Things are well
under control. The govern-
ment is on top of the situa-
tion,” he said at a press confe-
rence. The Air Force and the
Coast Guard were on stand-
by.
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One dead,
road hnks 5

. cut after

E xu&mwm’vum\ﬂm

AP ram

\'\/

f The heavy tain that lashed

| theAgencyarea of East Go-

| davari ‘district of Andhra
¢“Pradesh con - Saturday
: snapped road connectivity
| between several  tribal
. hamlets.

k

‘Rivulets were flowing

;'--mer.ﬂle bridges across the

- four mandals that had
| been merged into the djs-

itl'll:‘t

| Traffic disrupted

Water .was flowing at
-alarmingly high:levels ‘at
Annavaram, Adavi Venkan-
‘na Gudem; and Venkampa-
“lem hamlets of V.R. Puram

" mandal. Vehicular traffic

came to a standstill ‘bet-
‘ween V.R. Pmam and Chin-
‘tooru. i

 There was a stead} in-
creasein the water levelsin
the Sabaririver. and the of
ficials working in the Agen-
cy mandals were on high

21 alert. In West Godavari dis-

trict, one person was elec-
trocuted when ‘a power
line snapped and fell on
him and another sustained
injuries when a tree fell on

Officials cautioned «

* There was heavy rainfall al-

so in many parts of Krishna

district in the last 48 hours,

following -which the dis-

trict administration smmd-

edanalert. ¢ i

+‘Several ~-mandals  Te-

ceived good rainfall and
‘many riviilets were in spate
since Friday might. Heavy

' rain was reported in Tiru-

© vury, Nuzvid, Vijayawada
rura] A. Konduru, Jag-
gaiahpeta, and other man-
dals. Crops and seed beds
were inundated in many
villages, and officials were
cautioned of more rain in
the catchment areas in

i Tdang.ma.
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;‘ l@NﬁSA’Su_’ri‘s #ParkerSo-

Adelaysk

‘-Canaveral Air Force Station -
- Theagencyisnowtarget- 2
1 ing Sundayfor thelaunch of a3
_tthe spacecraft which is.
‘| designed togoallthewayto it
|/ the Sun's 'n_ﬂlqsphere,'f'dr
' corona -- closer to the Sun
'|thananyspacecraffinhisto- = S5E

3l R

| .'_'Ihismnfpmg'slaﬁnﬁ:lbi” g
“is 4 relatively light space- .

Weighing just 635 kes, it

storicsolarprobelaunch

" otiheSun - seaching with-
_in38millionmilesofthe Sun's
“ surface at the closest

larProbe was scrubbed. craft AndyDri esman, project . approach.
| {Launchteamswill attemptio ‘manager for the missionat — Inan orbit thiscloseto the
" Haunch ‘on Sunday morn- “theJohns Hopkins Universi- “Sun, the real challenge is to

| ling,"NASAsaidin atweeton
' Saturday.

“The probeisnamedafter

\Eugene Parker, asolar physi-

| |cistwhoin1958firstpredict-

[ |wind, the stream of ch arged
|particlesand magnetic fields

|ed the existence of the solar

|that flow continuouslyfrom

g ':theSm-L

' Nestled atop a United
- {Launch Alliance Delta IV

- 'Heavy -~ one of the world's

' 1;rm:m,s.:’cprjwmarful'ror:fiu:ts --with

' WAp];il_ichhysicsLabUrato—' :
ry m the US, said in an ear-

lierstatementissued by NASA.
"And it meeds to'be,

s e'(':g_fgse-‘ntal_{es' animmense =
amountofenergyto getioour
‘final orbit around the Sun,"

Driesman added. ©

- Zooming throughspacein -

‘a highly elliptical orbit, the

- parkerSolar Probewillreach
“speedsof up to 700,000 kms -

per hour, settingthe record
for the fastest spacecraftin

keep the spacecraft from
‘burning up.

~1 URecent advances in
materialsscience gave us the
“mhaterial to fashion a heat
‘shield infront of the space-
craft not only to withstand

- | the extreme heat of the Sun,
“but to remain cool on the

‘backside, ! said Adam Szabo,
“the mission scientist for

' the Parker Solar Probe at
- NASA's Goddard Space

‘HightCenterinG reenbell,

© ia third stage added, Parker - history. . ; _ Maryland. .
- iSolar Probeawill blast off During its nominal mis- Theheatshieldis madeof
. ftoward the Sun'witha whop- sion lifetime of just under - ad.5-inchthickcarboncom-

| ping 55 times more eNergy

el

| than is required to reach -

seven years, the ParkerSolar

Probe will complete 24 orbits

-positefommateﬁalbemeen
twocarbonfibre face sheets.
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Pollution in Ghaggar N GT

'Susml MANAV -
TRT!ITN'EN‘EWSM
mnmmm,-mcusn:l; ST
Taking a suo motu cogni-
sance of a report on pollu-

tion in Ghaggar river pub-

lished in The Tribune, the

National Green Tribunal

(NGT) has directed the chief
secretaries of Haryana, Pun-

jab, Himachal Pradesh and -

Chandigarh to constitute a

special task force (STF) fo

clean the river. e
In its order issued on

August 7, the NGT has also -

called for a stern eivil and
criminal action against offi-
cials of the palhmon control

“shielding the violators”,
According to the order, the
STFs shall comprise the

District Magistrate, Super-

intendent of Police, Region-
al Officerof the State Pollu-
tion Control, Boards in the
district concerned and a
person who shall be nomi-
nated by the Disfrict Judge
in every distriet in his
capacity as the chairperson
of the District Legal Ser-

wvices Authority,

setting up of STFs at the
state level which wmﬂd
comprise the Chief Secre
tary, Enwronment Secre-
tary, Secrefary of Urban

‘Development and the Sec-

retary of Local Bodies.

‘The NGT has told the

states to constitute the
STFs within amonth.
For ensuring the camph-

_ance ofits order, the tribunal

‘has salso constituted an “exe-

Eutmg commzttee” compris-

ing Justice Pritam Pal, for-
" merjudge of the Punjaband
- Haryana High Court, a sen-
boards of these staies for

ior Scientist from the Min-
istry . of  Environment,

' Ebrests and Climate Change
~-and a senior engineer or sci-

entist from the Central Pol-
lution Control Board.

- Justice Pritam Pal, who
“retired as - Lokayukta

Haryana, would chair the
panel, whose object would
be:io restore the standards
of the river water quahty

‘The committee, which hag

been ‘asked to submit its

-Orders s;;thng up of STF

interim repurt on or before

“January 31,2019, mightalso

consider the “need for get-
ting  organis ed health
camps.and need for provid-
ing clean drinking water for
the mhabnants"
The_anucus curiae in the
case Katyayam had
described in her report as

to how pungent odour and

stink that emanates from
the Ghaggar at Ratia in
Fatehabad or  neatby
Mansa and Sardulgarh in

- Punjab has become nause-
“aling and unbearable,

‘The report observed that

in Ratia town in Fatehabad
district, there was no water
and: on'iy black colour efflu-

ents were flowing. Froth
was ﬂoat_mg on top of the

stream along with plastics

and other wastes.
Ongm’ung from the Sh:va-
liks hills in Himachal Pradesh,
the Ghaggar progresses from
east to southward direction
through several districts of
Punjab .and Haryana before

through Rajasthan.
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Idukki still on alert; landslips continue

Four additional teams of the National Disaster Response Force airlifted from Guntur and Arakkonam

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

As the flood situation wor-
sened in Kerala on Friday, W\. e

the Kakkayam dam site in ;
Kozhikode was cut off after
the approach road was
washed away in the floods.
Idukki district remained on
alert following a series of
landslips in the hilly areas.
The Idukki District Collector
imposed a ban on tourism
activities and the movement
of heavy goods vehicles till
further notice. Landslips oc-
curred at many places in
Wayanad and Malappuram
also.

Though the rains tapered
off in the midlands, the
looming threat of flash floods
kept citizens on edge
through the day. Emergency
response teams were on
standby and four additional
teams of the National Disas-
ter Response Force were air-
lifted from Guntur and Arak-
konam to assist the
Ernakulam district adminis- :
tration.

The government has also
made arrangements for di-
version of air traffic from the
Nedumbassery airport in Er-
nakulam in the event of
floodwaters entering: the
runway.

Revenue Minister E. Chan-
drasekharan who convened
a review meeting at Aluva
earlier in the day said the
State government would ap-
prise the Central team of the
gravity of the situation and
request emergency assis-
tance to tide over the crisis.

Aerial survey
Union Home Minister Raj-
nath Singh, who spoke to
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
javan on Friday, is expected
to undertake an aerial survey
of Kerala's flood-affected dis- g
tricts on Sunday. ! Toli : : \ . : = e R ;
The Centre has assured Monseon woes: (Cockwise from top) Water from the Cheruthoni dam reaching the town in Idukki district; residents shifting
the State of help in rescue  their belongings at Shanguvaramedu in Palakkad and an aerial view of the flooded Aluva town, where the Periyar river is in
and relief operations. spate, on Friday. =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT, K.k, MUSTAFAH & PTI
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WIRWMTHAHJRAM Thewater

' open the dam'’s all five shutters
|for thefirsttimein40 yearsafter
| the level crossed the maximum

2403 feet limit. Theopeningposed

|a flood threat to many down-

tstreama.reasmc&udmg'}hepatt: ¥ i
- hit areas. “The timely deploy-

tyKochi.
Lh“Wehave noplanto clnaethe_
uttersnow. Sofareverythingis
oing-as planned,” said power
minister MM Maniwhoiscamp-
mldukkz. Asmanyasblakh
tres of water was beingreleased
secondﬁ'omtheneserm]r

B SNS. = i

4
Covering L., YIS

"level in Kerala's Idukki dam
reduced to2,400feet on Saturday
as heavy rains that lashed the -

I state for three daysabatedon Sat-
urday Authorities wereforcedio

100 mm rainfall _
recorded, prﬂmptmg th

govemmea:lttmsweamﬁalertm :

eight districts. The Indian
- Meteorological Department had

forecastheavyrainsfor twomore

days.

‘Over 53,000 people have been
shifted torelief campsand three
armedforcesunitsand National

‘Disaster Response Force teams

‘havebeendeployedintheworst-

_help fromall quarters,” he said

~after visiting relief camps in

north Kerala's Wayanad. His
chopper conld notlandinlIdukki
‘duetobadweather. i
Vijayan announced 34 lakh
compensation for the families of
those killed in rain-related inci-
‘dentsand ¥101akhforthose, who
havelosttheir cropsand homes.
At least 30 persons have been
Jkilled. Thearmy rescued atleast

Indian Nation

Nai Duhiya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
Business standard

. becauseﬂfmeflmding-'ﬂbpéﬁi-

tion leaderRamesh Chennithala

r - accompanied Vijayan.
- ing devastated ‘areas. We need

~ Many areas in Kochi were
-without drinking water for two
davsafterthefloods hitthemain
‘pumpingunitinAluva. The Ker-

~ ala Water Authority said water

supply will berestoredinaday.

Qongress president Rahul
‘Gandhihaswritten toPrime Min-
ister Narendra Modi seek-
ingthe Centre’shelp for Kerala.
It is critical to acknowledge
Jooming humanitarian erisis in

‘Kerala, Hope the Union govern-

‘ment of these rescue teams 57strandedtourists including24  ment will co-operate with the

helped save many lives,” said  foreigners,fromthehillstationof ~ stateinmassive reliefandreha-

mevenuemjmsterEChandrase- Munnaron Friday. - bilitation efforts,"hesaid.

Kharan. Vijayan announced special = Unionhomeminister Rajnath
Keralach:eimnusteeramyl ‘adalats’ will be setup toissue  Singhisscheduled toconductan

Vx}ayanwnducted anaerialsur- - duplicate copies of documents —aerial survey of the flood-hit

vey: ufthe worst-affectedIdukki  andeducational certificateslost  areasonSunday.

- - A e . vi A R 0 A e N A=W il
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'Kerala dls-"fﬂ '?'1ctsf'.t0]1 .-.nses_m 37

SHAJU PHlL.iP

days,

‘the government on

. Saturday urged its machinery

+and people tobeon high alert.
i Thetollinthe ted
- rain, which haslashed the state
“since August 8, rose to 37, with
eight more incidents of drown- -
ing rteported on Saturday.
However, the total number of
peopleinrelief campsinvarious
districts came down from
53,500 on Friday to 35,874 asa
. saction of the affected peoplere- -
| turned home as the flood re-
' n-eated frommanyareas,

After conductinganaerial sur-

vey of the flood-hit regions with
* cabinet colleaguesand seniorbu-
 eaucrats, Chief Minister Pinarayi
- Vijayan said thatalertnessshould

« be mamntained until August 15. Tt

+is a major relief that the water
level in the two biggest dams,
 Idukkiand Edamalayar, hascome
+ down slightly. However, the fore-
castaboutheavyraininthe com-
ing days should be taken seri-
rously,” he said.
_ Official sourcesat the Keraia
Disasl:er Management Autherity
| said the districts of Idukki and
| Wayanad have sounded a red
alert among the eight districts,
- “The deathtoll has risen from 29
‘to 37:ina day. However, today’s
death cases were separate inci-

'TﬁlRWhNANTHAPURAM s
' AUGUSTT! v

:_'aloglca’i ;
quamneutformstheavy to

- veryheavyrainin eight of 14 dis-
- tricts of Kerala for the next four

Bum-ﬁomngPenyarmremaarClmruﬂlmﬂ.inKemla’s ldulda

vy rain forecast in elght \

portflooding. -

A

e

distri on
% Wm \ﬂ' \"J’ /
',ﬂents of.drownjngdn swnilen :
~water bodies. No fresh casesof |
aterbies Norshcasesof | RELFASE SUFFICENT
~ported on Saturday. In the last _-FUNBS“FUR KERMA
 threedays, cropson over 1430 | RAHUL TOPM
~ hectares of land perishedinthe
flood. Thees nﬁtﬁgureoﬂosscan E Nm .Delfu Con.gress ChlEf
~beassessed only after watersub- |- Rahul Gandhi Saturdaywrote
. sides," sources said. - | toPrime Minister Narendra
The worst-hit Idukki, ‘Modi urging him to release
Ernakulam and Wayanad dis- | “suffidentfunds”tothe Kerala
tricts got somereliefon Saturday - | governmentto help the state
after three consecutive days of | respond to the flood havoc
-torrential rains. The water level | andrestore criticalinfrastruc-
inldukkidam,whichhasamax- | ture He said that torrential
imum storage level of 2,403 ft, | rains, floods and large-scale
camedownby1fifrom2401ft | landslideshad leftbehindan
‘onfriday. - | "umprecedented trail of de-
However, memsdlarge con- | structionacrossKerala”,
J:muaed tobe maintained at 750 - “lrequest you to release
-cubicmetre persecond tobring | sufficient funds immediately
down the water level inthe | -to the state government, to
- dam, Asrainstooka breaksince | enable the state to respond
Friday night, the low-lyingar- | effectively,and worktowards
+eas along the Periyar river in ring critical infrastruc-
Ernakulam district did not re-- %mdfﬂs "
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| In'spate: A culvert at Thadlyampad;
a [ong Penyar river banks in the area have beer ey,

{ '.Rajnath to visit Kerala today

swash
tated.

vay with the réleasenf water frcm the Iduqu d am.
*H, \"lBHU

Ny deploye di

CM Pmarayl announces rehef for ﬂood aﬂé*éTéd L

\bout 35 families living

| SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT - ‘the magnitude of the devas-
| THIRUVANANTHADURAM Release ade uate tation caused by the rain and
Union Home Minister Raj . called for support from all
| math Singh is scheduled ta Mds R ahul ur es PM quarters.
reach Kochi on Sunday ; ‘There was, ' however,

morning for an aerial survey

b of the flood-ravaged areas of .muzss S[‘RUS‘I OF mnm had left behind arr;;j]_gf . vels in resermus falling |,
. Idukki and Ernakulam in  sswosnn | destruction across Kerala. . through the day. At 8 p.m.,
i Kerala. He will -also hold ‘Congress presrdent Rahul “1request you to release . the level af the Idukki reser

: talks with Chief Minister Pin- Gandhiurged Prime suﬂ’jmem funds [ voiT was 2,400.26 11 against
warayi Vijayan, Ministers and  Minister Narendra Modito immediately to the State ‘the full reservoir level (FRL)

' State officials, - Telease sufficient fundsto - government. 1o enablethe ' of2 403

[ Army personnel haye the Kerala government to State to respond effectively, -

“been deployed ‘in Kannur, help respond to the floods and work towards restoring 2 ﬁshermen klﬂﬁﬂ
Wayanad, Kozhikode, Ma- and Testore critical critical infrastructure,” Mr.  * Two fishermen were killed
]appuram Idukki and Ernak- infrastructure Jnthe State. Gandhi said, 3 and four others injured

g ulam districts. Two AN32air- Inaletter to the Prime = Mr. Gandhi also urged when high waves caused
craft are on call at the Sulur “Minister, Mr. Gandhi said nggress workers in the their boat to caps:ze off the

raubase and personnel of the  the torrential rain, floods -~ rain- -battered State to help - Munduthura coast, near An-

Navy have been Jocated at
%Y gyanad and Ko_chz to. ;meet o

“and mde—sra]e landshps

el =._‘..,....-aw %

ﬂlose i1 need

- some relief with the water le-

chuthengu, a coastal town

- 40 km north of Thiruvanan-

1y emergency, e _ ; - thapuram, early on Satur-
'ﬂarkea_- on - Saturda}f -Mr 'rherr tife in ramrdated inci- - The Chief Minister called day. The police said the acci-
i 5>i;ﬂaa_g“ufi1.1{.'1:92‘:5] an aerial . dents. He also announced ¥4 -upon all government agen- dent “occurred ‘when _the
- of the ﬂond-ravaged Jakh to those who had lost cies to remain vigilant in -~ men encountered ‘2 huge

 and visited relief  their homes and YU0lakhto view of the heavy rainfall Wwave, roughly 50 metres off
; d announced relief “those who ‘had Jost both  warning. The State, he said,  the Munduthura ‘coast,
fiorkin of those who had lost © ﬂaen' homesandland. . - has a lung haul ahead given ~ where they: had gone ﬁshmg
j :
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ISLAND LiF750 10 INCHES BY QUAKE T

Scientists from NASA and the California Institute of Technology say the powerful Indonesian earthquake that killed atfeast
387 people lifted the island it struck by as much as 25 centimetres (10 inches). Using satellite images of Lombok afterthe

August 5 quake, scientists made a ground deformation map and measured changesin theisland's surface; (above) Abroken
jetty in Gili Trawangan Island, lnt!onesia Reuters. ! Lo
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Imperative of climate change %\

limate change is in crescendo. In June and
‘ July 2018 some 140 wildfires raged across

California; 80 people were killed in similar
wildfires in Greece; Europe has been sizzling under
heat waves; unseasonal dust storms have killed over
500 in India; torrential rains in Japan and other
such extreme rain events are devastating crops and
homes across vast parts of the world. All of these
weather events are far beyond nor-
mal variability, called stationarity,
as it followed past patterns. Now we
are in the era of the unprecedented
and unknown. What we know for
certain is that this intensity, vari-
ability and ferocity of weird weather
will get worse.

The connection with weird
weather and climate change is also
seing seen through studies called
attribution. The World Weather
Artribution network estimates that

DOVN TO EARTH

What do we do now? This is where 1 am clear the
crescendo will get discordant. The fact is that we are
nowhere close tostaying below the 1.5°C guardrail —
atemperature increase that was once considered tobe

. relatively safe. We are on fast track to increase emis- -

sions and break all temperature barriers. But that is
beside the point, i
Now that the rich are also being hit by climate
«change and the “artribution” is clear,
‘the gloves will be off — the targetsfor
the world’s derision and anger will be
the emerging rich in emerging coun-
tries like India. The Economist in a
recent articletalks about howeven as
. Britain enjoyed its first coal-free day
sincethe 1800s, India is burning more
coal —and it of course puts this down
to the fact that the end of coal would
destroy the banking system and the
railways in the country. We are the
cause, not the victims, of the world's

slimate change has more than “dou-
sled the likelihood of the European
12atwave”, It has also tripled the like-
ihood of drought in Cape Town — the South African
ity that narrowly missed Day Zero, when it would
un out of water.

The question is: What now? In the coming month,
he Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
["CC) will release its L5°C report on the impacts when
heworld hits thislevel of temperature rise. The report.
s Isay, will only state the obvious. If the weather-relat-
d calamities are being experienced at 1°C rise —
sughly the temperature increase today over the pre-
1dustrial period —thenitwould only get weirderand
rorse. That much is known.

SUNITA NARAIN

excesses in pushing emissions thatr
. -arein theatmosphere today.

The fact is that India and China
are aware of emissions from coal burning because of
our horrendous air pollution. In India we need to
close old and polluting thermal plants; Delhi’s

Badarpur will be closed this winter: new emission

standards must be implemented as early as possible;
pet coke has already been banned, including its
import from the US. Now we need a massive move to
cleaner fuels like renewables or natural gas. This is
essential and we will push for it — not for climate
change reasons but for cutting air pollution.

But we are not the guestion. The fact is that the
world has completely run out of its carbon budget —

‘it has been occupied by the already rich world for its
growth — and now that there is nothingleft, we will be
told to jump off the bridge. The counter-narration is
ready. We will be told first that guilt and repentance is
‘thelanguage to avoid asitleads nowhere. Then we will
betold even if the problemwas created by the rich, we
must not follow this pathway. We have the responsi-
bility to act. We owe it to our own children and to the
victims of climate change — the poor and the mar-
ginalised in our world. The shoe will be on the other
foot. We will have the boot.

The problem also is that the world is still not any-
where close to giving upits fossiladdiction. Forail the
talk of renewable energy — other than in Germany,
where it has been scaled up — it is still at the edge of
supply. In fact, in the past year, the demand for coal is
rising; investmentin oil and gasisup and all ofthe cli-
mate change solutions are fighting to survive. It is
not working,

But what is really not working is our government.
The fact is that countries like India must take the lead
in putting forward ourvulnerability; the economicand
human cost of the climate change “attributed” disas-
ters to the global stage. We must demand that the
world acts —at speed and scale. And even aswe push
for the world to take climate change seriously, we
must put forward our own plan of co-benefits — what
we will do to improve the local and global environ-

. ment. We must have something to show. We need to

be decisive in our words and our actions. This whim-
pering and simpering will not work in our climate-
risked world.

Thewriteris at the Centre for Science and Environment
sunita@cseindia.org

Twitter: @sunitarar
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Renewable energy flrms the new stress points for banks

AMRITHA PILLAY
Mumbai, 12 August

The Indian banking system,
which is already struggling with
large non-performing assets
. (NPAs) from the infrastructure
- and power sector, is likely to see
further additions in 2018. There is
more stress in the making, with
fresh defaults seen from: 26 com-
. panies holding debt worth %148
. billion since January 2018,

Most of these companies are
- from engineering, road projects
. or the renewable energy space.

. Ananalysis of the data sourced
. from four domestic rating agen-

{ ciesin the country shows at least:
¢ 26 companies in the infrastruc-

. ture and power segments were
: assigned a default rating since
¢ January 2018. The combined rat-

ed debt exposure was at T148.35
billion, with reasons for default
ranging from termination of con-
tracts, delay in right of way,
stretched receivable cycle, and
financial stress in the company.

The data was sourced from
CARE Ratings, Icra, CRISIL, and
India Ratings, for the current cal-
endar year.

While one may expect defaults
in the power sector to belong to
conventional sources, the data
suggests there are defaults in the
renewable energy space. Of the 26

companies, at least 10 companies

were from the solar and wind
energy space.

“The current trend is similar
to what we had seen in the ther-
mal sector some years back.
Generation companies in India
continue to face collection issues

s

TAKING THE WIND OUT
OF RENEWABLES

. Defaults in infrastructure and
power since 2018
NO. OF DEFAULTS |

VALUE OF DEFAUITS
, (% billion)

‘> Renewables e
» EPC & infrastructure «

EPC: Engineering, procurement and constructlcln
Source: Rating agencies
Data complled by 85 Research Bureau

from distribution companies (dis-
coms) that results in significantly
long working capital cycles. The
same issue is getting passedon to
the engineering companies in the

(renewables) sector,” said
Abhishek Poddar, partner (energy
and process industries), AT

Kedrney.

He added that companies were
finding it difficult to manage cash
flows as their costs and outflows.
are more or less fixed. “This, cou-
pled with the fact that marginsin
the renewables services space
have shrunk significantly, is

" resulting in defaults by some of
the weaker players,” he said.
However. industry experts said
this trend in the renewables space
should not be a source of worry
till ivremain: confined to the
engineering space. They added

~_thatitwas unlikely for renewable

energy producers to default on
payments as the reputation of big
private equity firms backing them
is at stake. If bigger defaults in
the renewables space were to hap-
pen, they would be in the equip-
ment and engineering space.
ReGen Powertech, Bhoruka
Power Corporation, RRB Energy,
and Blyth Wind Park were some
of the names on the list from the

‘renewables sector. The list of fresh

defaults also includes prominent
listed entities from the infra-
structure segment. For instance, a

default rating was assigned to
Gayatri PrOjects Sai Maatarini
Tollways. I1gFS Transportation
and Networks (ITNL)’s five proj-
ect special purpose vehicles, and
Reliance Infrastructuie.
According 1o the data sourced
from CRISIH, Ratings, 44 compa-
nies in the infrastructure and
construction gpace; that it rates,
have an outgtanding rating of ‘D',
Of these, elght companies were
downgradeu to ‘D’ in the last six
months, “These are primarily
small Eﬂgmeermg, procurement
and constryction (EPC) firms
which were garlier rated in the ‘B!
rating catgory,” CRISIL said in
its response, The rating agency
said the fingpcial stress in these
EPC compdpjes has been due to
strained liguidity caused by a
stretch in the receivable cycle.
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sl Strugghng to meet com i

mitments made to the agri-
cultural sector under the .

farm loan waiver scheme, ,-_.

the - Maharashira rgomm
ment has now-decided to.
waive outstanding loans of
individual eligible farmers.

. Till now, the State govern-

-

| werniment issued a Govern-
‘ ment Resolution {GR) on

~ment has spent ‘ %14,000.

crore on the scheme.
On Friday, the State go-

- loan waivers to eligible farm-

ers. The decision had been

announced by the govern-
ment the recently-concluded

. monsoon session of the State

T

Legislature in Nagpur.
Prior to changing its defi-

| mition of an eligible farmer, .

- the government had consi-

dered a farmer family as a
single unit and up to T1.50

 1akh of agricultural debt was -

waived. Now, each indivi-
dual with an outstanding

vered in the scheme, and up
to T1.5 Jakh will be waived by

‘Bad loans: : The State govt is strugg l:ng to waive outstandl_ 1g

farm loans. sFiLepHOTO

the g'ovemment. ‘-=‘Each indi-
vidual’s loan amount up to
21.50 lakh will be waived.

‘The necessary instructions

have been given to banks to
prepare the list of potential
beneficiaries,” an official
from the State Cooperation

- Department said.
agricultural loan will be co-

‘Farlier,  under the

‘scheme, 1f a farmer had an

outstanding loan amount of

TR

_iu

more than ¥1.5 lakh, the dif-

ference will have to be paid

Nai Duhiya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
Business standard

'ovt extends loan walver _
farmers

Lach indlmdua]s e
loan amountup to
Z1.5 lakh will be
waived... Banks will
~h];brel:izlre the list of
Jpotennal i,
‘bmeﬁciaries e

e SENIOR OFFICIAL. gk

\rb Cooperation Dept.

. The GR states: "For in-
stance, as per earlier loa,n

, ©

- waiver scheme, if a family

was having cumulative out- :
‘standing loan amoimt 6f 22 -
.iakh andm avai] ﬂle‘ihene--

?;15 iakh,was per Tevised -
norms, the ﬁD,DGO will -
‘have xoﬂae?amﬂ% the fa- ¢

to the bank before he orshe fai

 can avail of the State govern-

ment waiver. The revised
rule also states that farmers
who have paid some money
to the bank as per the earlier
wversion of the scheme will be
reimbursed if thecumu!.mve
outstanding loan amount 15
lessthan ¥1.51akh.

nent said it has'pmdinr. -
bad farm loans ~worth
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: Extreme heavy rain wammg for. ]dukkj, Wayanad as low pressure forms in Bay

SPECIAL GORRESPONDENT i

| KOGHT/THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

i _-Emergency services in Kera-
la on Sunday remained on al-
ert for heavy rains and flash

, floods, as weathermen main-
tained a sharp lookout for
the development of a fresh .
low pressure area in the Bay

. of Bengal.

The State Disaster Man-

agement Authority has de-
clared a red alert in Tdukki
and Wayanad districts up to
August 14 in the hght of the

exrremely heavy rain warn- - More than IUD 000 peup]e i

ving issued by the weather of-
ifice. _
Alappuzha, Kannur, Er-
nakulam, Palakkad, Malap- -
‘puram and I_(ozh]knde have
been put on red alert till
‘Monday.

One death was reported
'on Sunday in Palakkad, and .
five  people are m:-;cmg

Pulling together: Sold!ers clear the debris off a road i in a ood

affected area inWayanad DnSaturday P11, ey

 displaced by floods over the
last four days ‘have been

,sh[ﬁedtol 026 relief camps.
. /As imany as 243 houses

}Jave been destroyed ‘and

21 392 damaged in the heavy

‘tains lashing the eastern
parts of the State. Crops on

L1,513 hﬂCE&l’ﬁb ‘have ‘been

darnaged, caumng an esh—

mated loss of 10 66 cmre :
The fourth shutter of the

' lda.malayar dam was opened

on Sunday to stabilise the

~water level in the reservoir
: fo]lowmg intermittent heavy

rains in the catchment areas.
‘Wayanad continued to reel
under floods as the Kabani
Tiver overfiowad its banks,

“submerging vast tracts of

land. The Kuttanad region al-

's0 experienced heavy water-
- logging due to the combined
‘effect of tidal flooding and
“the dlscharge from the Kaldki

dam.
According to the mid-day

~ weather report issued by the
India Met Department on

‘Sunday, a fresh low pressure
area is very likely to form ov-
er northwest Bay of Bengal
and ne1ghbourhaod durmg

~ the next 24 hours under the

influence of a lingering cy-
clonic circulation over north

~ coastal Odisha. The weather

office has warned of heavy to
very. heavy rainfall at one or
two places in Kerala on Mon-
day, followed by heavy rain
on Tuesday.

Fishermen are ad ﬂsed
not to venture into the
Southwest and Cemra] Ara-
bianSea. .
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Sangla cut off after landslide

Tourists stranded IShimla bypass

Buanu P LoHUMI

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, AUGUST 12

The picturesque Sangla
valley in Kinnaur district
was cut-off from the rest
of the state as the Kar-
cham-Sangla road, the
vital link to the valley, was
blocked following sliding
of a huge boulder at
Rutrang in the wake of
heavy rain on Sunday.

About 15 vehicles of
tourists and locals were
stranded due to the land-
zlide, The situation was so
alarming that crossing the
landslide-hit streich on
foot was also dangerous.
The affected villages —
Kamru, Sangla, Chansu,
Batseri, Themgarang, Rak-
sham and Chitkul — have
the population ranging
between 5,800 and 6,000.
There were about 100
tourists in the valley as a
few visited the area during
the monsoon but there was
no official confirmation on
their number,

Efforts were on to clear
the road. JCBs and other
machinery of the district
administration had been
deployed but the traffic
was unlikely to resume
before fomorrow as land-

i

The spot where the landslide occurred near Sangla on Sunday.

e ™\

@& Efforts are on to clear the road. JCBs and other
machinery of the district administration have been
deployed but the traffic is unlikely to resume before
tomorrow as landslides are continuing. ®

Kvinder, som

slides were continuing,
said SDM Avinder.

Chitlkul is the last inhab-
ited village near the Indo-
Tibet horder and the

motorable road ends there,
The 42-km  Karcham-
Chitkul road is divided in
two stretches from Kar-
cham to Sangla (19 Km)

blocked near Malyana

Sangla
Chitlul (23
km).

During rain,
the area turns
foggy, reducing the visibili-
ty, making driving danger-
ous and people are advised
ip take precautions while
travelling on this road. The
road connecting Kinnaur
with Spiti was also blocked,
following landslide this
morning but the road was
cleared for the vehicular
traffic, sources said.

Asg many as 50 roads were
blocked in the state due to
landslides triggered by
rain, including National
Highway-22 which was
blocked near Malyana on
the outskirts of Shimla,
The vehicular traffic has
been diverted through
alternative routes. Heavy
rain was recorded in Kan-
gra, Una, Hamirpur and
Bilaspur distriets as mon-
soon remained active,

Threehouses
damaged
inKasol
cloudburst
TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
i A

Three houses were com-
pletely damaged and sev-

% eral others partially in a
“ cloudburst ai Katagla vil-

lage, near Kasol, in Kullu
district on Sunday.

Villagers and several
tourists were stranded as
the area had been cut-off
from the rest of the region.

The actual loss of proper-
iy or human life was yet to
be ascertained. The debris
and water had entered
many houses, Villagers
had moved away from the
flood site fearing threat to
their lives. =~

The district adminisira-
tion had sent a rescue
team to the spotl to evacu-
ate the stranded people.

DC, Kullu, Yunus Khan
said they received infor-
mation about the eloud-
burst at Katagla village
near Kasol in Manikaran
this evening, Three hous-
es were damaged while
several others had devel-
oped cracks.

He said, “There i1s no
information about the loss
of human life.”

'

Covering L., Y5
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| "Rajnath announces %‘100 crore as :lmmedlate 1€llef, terms mtuauon serious ¥

SPECIAL (‘.ORRESPDNDENT

9 KOCH[;’1HIRUVANA’\ITHA.‘PURAM
. Union Home Mlmster Raj- |

- math Singh on Sunday con-

ducted an aerial survey of '_
flood-ravaged Kerala and an- -

nounced an immediate relief
of 100 crore as the State
braced for another spell of
heavy rain after a fresh low
pressure area developed in
the Bay of Bengal.

State authorities said the

death toll in the recent mon-

soon rain rose to 38 and
more than 1,00,000 people
had been shifted to 1,026 re-
lief camps.

© The Union thster § an-

nouncement of aid came as

the first response to the

State’s plea for ¥1,220 crore -

*: from the National Disaster
Response Fund. The Centre
had earlier sanctioned I80
¢ crore and another T18.24
" crore assistance to the State.

. ‘Unprecedented floods’

- Mr. Singh called the flood sit-
uation serious and unprece-
: dented in the history of the
: iState, He was accompanied
by Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
¢ jayan, Union Minister of
i’ State for Tourism KJ. Al-
phons and senior govern-
ment officials.

et il

F
Covering L., YIS

{ :'l‘alungsmtk: Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh and Chief Minister Pinarayi Vl_jayan :

duri ngan aenal survey of the flood- affected areasin Keraia on Sunday =PIl

: Later, Mr ?Smgh to?d ‘l:be

media that the Centre was

convinced about the losses

Kerala had suffered. Accord-

ing to him, it was the worst
floods the State had expe-

-rienced since 1924_ The tou-

rism and agriculture sectors

had suffered badly. Large

tracts of paddy and cash
crops and banana planta-
tions were damaged. The in-
frastructure sector, includ-

ing roads and 'bwldmgs
were damaged and power
lines had snapped he said.
The rain-related calami-
ties, he said, had rendered
hundreds - homeless and
around 1,00,000 people had

10 be sheitered in relief

camps.

Offering a]I support Mr.
Singh said the government
would consider ‘the de-
mands for additional relief

STk B S o,

asmstance after a detailed
evaluation by an inter-minis-

+terial team. A highlevel
~team, headed by him, would

evaluate the report of the in-
ter-ministerial team. More
men from the National Disas-

“ter Response Force would be =:

deployed in Kerala 5 re-
quired, he added___
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Landslides throw life out

of gearinHimachal

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, 12 AUGUST

ains triggering land-

slidesin various parts

of Himachal Pradesh,

threw normal life out
of gear.

A famous tourist desti-
nafion Sangla valley in Kin-
natur district was cut off. Traf-
ficcon Karcham-Sangla link
road came to a standstill
owing tolandslide on Sunday
morning after large boul-
ders came hurtling down the
slopes to block the road for
any traffic to move past.

The district administration
said it was making efforts to
clear the blockade but
remained non-commital on
the prospects of restoration
of the route beforeMonday.

Congress sitting Member
of Legislative Assembly (MLA)
Jagat Singh Negi ona visitto

Sangla said thathe wasmon- ,

itoring the situationwith the
district administration and the

Public Works Department
for the early reopening of
the road.

On Saturday; he said hehad
supervised repair work of Bai-
ley Bridge at Choling on NH-

5 near Urni Dhank that was

«damaged on 10 August. The

bridge was made operational

for light vehicles on Sunday

afternoen, he added.
Furthermore, the high-

way connecting Kinnaur to
Lahaul and Spiti district was
blocked at Maling fallowing
stones falling from the moun-
tain, leaving vehicles of tourist
and the locals stranded on

both thesidesofthe blocked
road.

The landslide also dis-
rupted transportation of peas
to the market from Changsha,
Shalakhar and Spiti.

The local people, mean-
while, blamed the Border
Roads Organisation for slow
pace in restoration of the
road.

Negisaid that theissue of
early restoration of traffic on
the road had been taken up
with the Border Road Organ-
isationand he would visit Mal-
ing on Monday.

The Maling blockade has
also hampered the prepara-
tions for three-day-long 'Pori
Mela' that commenceson 17
August at Triloknath in Lahaul
valley.

Reports also came in of
traffic coming to a standstill
for three hours on Sunday
morning due to a landslide
on Chandigarh-Manali
national highway at Jadhol
in Bilaspur district .

i
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Heavy rains continue near
dukki dam, Kerala toll at 38

Times News Nerwork

Tdukki: Flood situation im-

: proved marginally in Kerala

i withwaterlevelinIdukkires:

i ervoirrecedingforthesecond  §

" straight day from 2,400.6fton

Saturday to 2,398.68ft on Sun-
day evening. However, heavy
rain continued in the catch-

ment areas of the reservoir

on Sunday. Over the past 24

“hours, Idukkirecorded anav-

erage rainfall of 20.86mm.
With the deathof a 58-year-

old woman in ahousecollapse

in'Wayanad, thetollin current

floods in the state hasreached

38. Sixpeople are missing.
Afteralull, heavy rain bat-

tered Wavanad on Sunday

Wayanad districtcollector AR
Ajayakumar has announceda
holiday for all educational in-
stitutions, including profes-
sional colleges, on Monday.
ATl three shutters of Pot-
hundy dam were opened on
Sunday and the final warn-

_An aerial view of Aluva town after a flash flood, in Kochi on Sunday

Rajnath announces
relief of 2100 crore

nion home minister Rajnath

Singhon Sunday announced
animmediate central flood relief
of Rs 100 crore to Kerala. Singh,

-who made anaerial survey of
- affected areasin Idukkiand

Ernakulam districts, was
accompanied by CM Pinarayi
Vijayan, Union minister K J
Alphons and other government
officialsin reviewing the
situation. External affairs
minister Sushma Swaraj on
Sunday said that passports
damaged inthefloods in Kerala

- would be replaced free of cost

by the government. mun

‘ing to open the shutters of

Chulliyar, Walayar and
Meenkara reservoirs were
issued as the water level had
crossed thedanger mark.

District collector D Ba-

lamurali said all three shut-

ters of Pothundy reservoir

‘were opened as a precaution-

ary measure on Sunday as
the water level “rose to

- 107.71m. Shuttersof Meenka-
- raand Walayar dams will al-

sobe opened atanytime.

Meanwhile, water level
in Mullaperiyar dam rose to
135.2ft on Sunday morning.
Kerala State Electricity Board
officials said the shutters of
Cheruthony dam will remain
-open forthe time being.

/
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