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D
uring his whirl-
wind visit, Prime
Minister Modi laid
the foundation
stones for two ma-

jor elevated Metro routes—the
Dahisar (W) to D N Nagar (part
of the Dahisar-Charkop-Ban-
dra-Mankhurd project) and the
Andheri (E)-Dahisar (E) route
that will run alongside the
Western Express Highway. He
also visited Indu Mills in Dadar
and laid the foundation stone
for the Dr Babasaheb Ambed-
kar memorial to be built there,
and inaugurated the fourth con-
tainer terminal at the JNPT.

Modi said that November 26
will be observed every year as
“Constitution Day” and there
will be awareness programmes
about the Indian constitution in
schools/colleges across the
country. In an obvious attempt
to woo Dalit votes in the upcom-
ing Bihar polls, the Prime Min-
ister said citizens like him were
the rightful “torchbearers” to
carry on the work and princi-
ples of Babasaheb Ambedkar.

Mounting a scathing attack
on the Opposition, Modi said ci-
tizens should not believe in ru-

mours that the “BJP was
against reservations” and that
the party, if chosen to power (in
Bihar), would abolish the exist-
ing reservations. “States with
maximum Dalits, OBCs and
adivasis have chosen the BJP
government and this is an indi-
cator that we are the chosen
ones to uplift them. Unless they
are given their due place in so-
ciety the country cannot pro-
gress,” he said.

Modi lauded the efforts of
chief minister Devendra Fad-
navis in expediting the setting
up of the Ambedkar memorial
at Indu Mill. The PM said, “The
world knows about Martin
Luther King, Jr, but now the
globe needs to knows about Dr
Ambedkar.” Fadnavis said the
state government will “with-
draw all police cases against po-
litical activists and Dalits who
had agitated for setting up the
memorial”.

The two Metro lines will de-
congest the crowded western
suburbs and are being con-
structed at a collective cost of Rs
12,618 crore. They are proposed
to be complete by 2019. Fadnavis
said the government “will lay a
total 108km of metro tracks by

2021and every citizen should be
able to commute to any part of
Mumbai Metropolitan Region
within an hour, using a single
smart card for Metro mono
trains and buses”.

The PM said his govern-
ment had planned the modern-
ization of all ports, with maxi-
mum infra connectivity with a
rail, road, airport, cold storage/

warehousing network. He said
Singapore will invest Rs 8,000
crore in India’s ports to gener-
ate employment and ensure
that India holds a significant po-
sition in global trade.

Investment in space tech-
nology was also a key priority of
the government, he stated.

Modi also lauded the state’s
efforts at initiating water con-

servation measures in 62 villag-
es. He exhorted citizens from
40,000 villages in the state to
plant a sapling (and give a dona-
tion of Rs 11,000).

Earlier in the day, Sena
workers joined a black-flag
demonstration by people affect-
ed by the Jawaharlal Nehru
Port Trust (JNPT) project, at
Karal Phata in Navi Mumbai.

Cases against BR memorial
activists to be dropped: CM

FUNDING
➤ A major share of 
expenses would be borne 
by the? Mumbai 
Metropolitan Region 
Development Authority 
(MMRDA), the state and 
Union governments

POWER
➤ The state has proposed 
to get power from the state 
electricity corporation to 
run Metro trains on no 
profit no loss basis?

SEAMLESS 
CONNECTIVITY
➤ BEST bus depots may be 
integrated with Metro lines 
to provide connectivity from 
station areas

FUTURE PLANS | This corridor is likely to be extended till the 
airport. It will connect to the Colaba-Bandra-SEEPZ line (Metro-III) 
at the airport, thus providing connectivity between Colaba and the 
western suburbs

➤ The two elevated Metro 
lines will decongest 
commuter transport in the 
crowded western suburbs

➤ Will provide seamless 
connectivity on feeder 
routes near Metro stations

➤ Regular traffic snarl-ups 
on WEH and S V Road could 
be avoided for faster, AC 
travel between Andheri and 
Dahisar

➤ Fares could be cheaper 
as compared to present 
day Metro fare on Versova-
Andheri-Ghatkopar corridor

TWO ELEVATED
METRO CORRIDORS

PM Narendra Modi did 
bhoomipujan for two Metro 
routes on Sunday evening

BENEFITS

TARIFF PROPOSED
`10 for first 3km
`20 for 3-12km
`30 beyond 12km

Length | 18.6km

Project | Part of Metro-II (Dahisar-
Charkop-Bandra-Mankhurd Metro II 
original plan)

Cost | `6,410 crore

Stations | 17; Dahisar W (2 
stops), Rushi Sankul, IC 
Colony, LIC Colony, Don 
Bosco, Kastur Park, Ekta 
Park, Kandivli, Charkop, 
Malad, Kasturi Park, Bangur 
Nagar, Oshiwara, Samartha Nagar, 
Shashtri Nagar, D N Nagar

Length | 16.5km

Project | Metro VII (along 
Western Express Highway)?

Cost | `6,208 crore

Stations | 16; Dahisar-E, Shrinath 
Nagar, Borivli, Omkareshwar, 

Borivali bus stop, Thakur 
Complex, Mahindra & 
Mahindra, Bandongari, 
Kurar, Vitt Batti junction, 

Aarey Road junction, V 
Nagar, Hub Mall, Bombay 
Exhibition Centre, JVLR junction, 
Shankarwadi, Andheri (East)

DAHISAR-E TO ANDHERI-EDAHISAR-W TO D N NAGAR 
(ANDHERI-W)

DEADLINE  
2019

MUMBAI-PUNE EXPRESSWAY

Starts from Kalamboli, Navi Mumbai

Length | 94 km

Travel time | 90 minutes *Planned

AHMEDABAD-
MUMBAI HIGHWAY *
Length | 525 km

Travel time | 7 hours

AHMEDABAD-VADODARA
EXPRESSWAY

Length | 93 km

Travel time | 90 minutes

HIGHWAY COMPARISONS

Narendra Modi with Devendra Fadnavis at Indu Mill on Sunday

Mumbai: With Uddhav Thack-
eray keeping away from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's func-
tion in Mumbai on Sunday, BJP-
Shiv Sena ties have hit an all-ti-
me low, said a key state BJP
functionary.

Two more developments du-
ring the day lent credence to the
BJP leader's observation: chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis’s
order to provide security for the
book launch of Pakistan’s ex-fo-
reign minister Khurshid Kasu-
ri, which has been opposed by
the Sena, and an agitation by Se-
na activists outside JNPT in
Nhava Sheva, where the prime
minister was inaugurating a
new container terminal.

Coming after the cancella-
tion of Ustad Ghulam Ali's gha-
zal concert in Mumbai last Fri-
day, the Sena has turned the bo-
ok release function into a test
case to bring the BJP to its kne-

es, said political experts. The
long-simmering BJP-Sena feud
may, in all probability, spill onto
the streets of Mumbai should
the city police come down hea-
vily on the agitating Shiv Sai-
niks near Nehru Centre, they
added.

Modi, who was on a day's vi-
sit to the city, performed the
bhoomipuja of Dr B R Ambed-
kar's memorial at Indu Mill. But
Thackeray skipped the PM's
function to lodge his protest
over the manner in which the
state administration sent him
the invite.

While the CM and state BJP
chief Raosaheb Danve, it is le-
arnt, personally called up seve-
ral politicians, including presi-
dents of smaller parties such as
the Swabhimani Shetkari
Sanghatana, the Rashtriya
Samaj Party and the RPI, which
back the Fadnavis government,
the Thackeray invite was deli-
vered at Matoshree by BJP mi-

nister Prakash Mehta and that
too, according to Sena sources,
"at the eleventh hour".

"Worse, Uddhavji's name
was not printed on the invite,
despite the fact that it was a sta-
te government function. The
BJP turned the Indu Mills event
into a party BJP jamboree with
an eye on the Bihar assembly
polls," said Sena sources.

A disgusted Thackeray
went ahead with his Beed tour
in the drought-stricken Marath-
wada region. "This Uddhav
Thackeray did deliberately to
show that the PM has no time to
tour the drought-affected areas
of Maharashtra," complained a
senior BJP minister. None of
the Sena ministers, MLAs or
corporators were present at the
Indu Mill event.

Pointing out that a "proper"
invite was sent to the Sena pre-
sident, the BJP minister said, "If
Uddhav Thackeray thinks that
BJP leaders will make a beeline

to Matoshree as was the case
when Balasaheb Thackeray
was alive, then we can only tell
him to wake up and smell the
coffee."

The state BJP was hugely
upset with what one of its office-
bearers described as the Sena's
"double standards." "On one
hand, Matoshree insists on pro-
tocol over the Indu Mill invite,
saying that the Sena is a key
partner in the ruling saffron al-
liance. On the other hand, Sena
activists hold demonstrations
against the prime minister in
Nhava Sheva in gross violation
of protocol."

The events on Sunday will
cast a long shadow on the Kaly-
an-Dombivli municipal corpo-
ration polls, for which the Sena
is keen on a tie-up with the BJP,
said a Sena MLA. Seat-sharing
talks failed to yield any results
as the BJP has staked claim to
more than double its 2010 share
of seats, he pointed out.

Sena-BJP ties nosedive amid
‘breach of protocol’ overdrive

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Navi Mumbai/Mumbai: On the eve of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to
the city, cops in Navi Mumbai went into a
tizzy after the Mumbai anti-terrorism
squad (ATS) contacted them about a tip-
off received from an auto driver about a
conversation between three passengers
he picked up from Mulund. 

Their exchanges indicated that the
trio had some sort of terror links, the au-
to driver told the ATS. “The auto driver
told us that he had heard the passengers
talking in Malay and Urdu about a ‘job’.
One of them wondered what would hap-
pen to his family if he carried it out. The
others, in turn, tried to assuage his wor-

ries, saying that even Kasab’s (26/11 Pa-
kistani terrorist) family was being loo-
ked after well,” said an ATS officer. 

The auto driver had earlier worked in
Malaysia and hence understood both the
languages. He later dropped the passeng-

ers at Airoli on Saturday evening. “We
have drawn sketches of the three su-
spects based on the description provided
by the auto driver. We are also in the pro-
cess of talking to the auto driver and con-
ducting an inquiry,” he said.

The Navi Mumbai anti-terrorist cell
carried out combing operations on Sa-
turday at various points in the city. They
set up roadblocks and examined the
CCTV footage from the Airoli 
toll plaza.

An official connected with the 
operation said, “We have kept religious
leaders of various communities in 
the loop and sought their cooperation 
to prevent any attempt to disrupt 
communal harmony.”

Three Malay-speaking men in auto 
spark security scare in Navi Mumbai

George Mendonca

Policemen guard the helipad at JNPT on Sunday

The constables dragged
me to the police station
against my will and tre-

ated me worse than an animal
for no reason. I went to the poli-
ce station after being called for
an investigation in the case I
had filed,” she told TOI.

CCTV footage shows the
cops trying to drag her into the
building. They try to drag her
further to the first floor, alle-
gedly to the detection room
where criminals are kept and
thrashed, but she sits on the flo-
or and resists. “They tried to
drag me to the detection room,
saying they will teach me a les-
son. I sat on the floor and then
tried to enter the then senior
inspector Abhay Shastry’s ca-
bin on the ground floor, but he
was not in,” she said.

She pointed out that the
cops are yet to submit the char-
gesheet in the rape case filed on
August 23 last year, adding she
does not want to go to the police
station again. “I have lost faith
in the police,” she added.

TOI has the 30-minute
CCTV clip which the survivor
secured with the help of Heena
Shroff, a social worker. She has
met additional commissioner
(west) Chhering Dorje and de-
puty commissioner (zone IX)
Satyanarayan Chaudhari and
submitted the footage. Chaud-
hari told TOI that assistant
commissioner (Bandra divi-
sion) Sanjay Kadam is probing
her complaint.

The current senior inspec-
tor at Juhu police station, Sunil
Ghosalkar, denied that the 
cops tried to drag the survivor
into the station. 

The rape survivor, howe-
ver, said she was standing at
the gate when they dragged her

in. The survivor approached
the Bombay high court in Au-
gust and submitted the CCTV
footage, after which it ordered
the police to carry out a probe. 

“The cops are trying to save
their own,” claimed lawyer, Ni-
gel Quraishy, a legal advisor to
the rape survivor. 

Quraishy said the cops can

be seen escorting the accused
to the police station and back to
an auto, and coming out with a
packet from the cabin where
the accused was sitting.

Have lost faith in Juhu cops, says
‘manhandled’ rape survivor 

‘POLICE DRAGGED ME AGAINST MY WILL’

WHAT THE
COPS SAY
Deputy
commissioner of 
police (Zone IX) 
Satyanarayan 
Chaudhari said a 
probe has been 
initiated. Juhu 
police senior 
inspector Sunil 
Ghosalkar said a 
probe found that 
the cops got the 
victim inside the 
police station as 
she was abusing 
and running behind 
the accused. 
“We feared for her 
life as she may 
have got hit by a 
speeding vehicle 
on the road while 
running behind 
the accused. The 
cops followed her 
and got her to 
the police station 
for her safety. No 
chargesheet has 
been filed so far 
as the matter is 
under probe,” said 
Ghosalkar

TIMELINE AS PER 
VICTIM’S NARRATION
BASED ON CCTV FOOTAGE
➤ From 3:05pm to 3:13pm, 
the accused, Nitin Gupta, is 
at the gate of Juhu police 
station along with his father 
and a policeman

➤ At 3:13pm, Nitin and his 
father are talking to the 
police while entering the 
police station (Frame 1)

➤ At 3:23pm, Nitin and his 
father are taken into a cabin

➤ Simultaneously, the 
police come out of the police 
station towards me, in the 
compound, and drag me to 
the police station against 
my will (Frames 2 & 3)

➤ The police were forcibly 
trying to take me to the room 
where Nitin and his father 
were sitting at 3:25pm. When 
I refused, the police said 
I should be taken upstairs 
(detection room) and I am 
surrounded by many police 
personnel

➤ The cops also try to take 
away my phone between 
3:25pm-3:26pm (Frame 4)

➤ Police person come from 
room where Nitin was sitting 
to take me upstairs, to beat 
me up and threaten me 

➤ From 3:37pm to 3:40pm, 
the police accompany 
Nitin and his father to 
an autorickshaw

1

2

3

4

�From P 1

Kalyan: A four-year-girl
from Shahpur died after a leo-
pard dragged her out of her
house early on Sunday. The
girl, Rupali Bhagat, was slee-
ping beside her mother in the-
ir hut in Kamtipada in Thane
district. The area, which
skirts Tansa Wildlife Sanctu-
ary, has seen leopard attacks
in the past. 

It was sometime between
3.30 am and 4 am that the big
cat tiptoed into the house, sa-
id the girl’s parents who were
fast asleep at the time. Her
mother said she woke up on
finding something grazing
against her. Still groggy from
sleep, it took her some time to
realize what was going on.
She screamed frantically for
help, nudging her husband
out of slumber.

By the time, her husband,
Kashinath, hollered for help
and alerted people in the ne-

ighbourhood, the leopard
had melted away into the dar-
kness outside.

By the time, other villa-
gers scrambled out of their
homes, it was a tad too late.
The neighbours scouted aro-
und, hoping that the leopard
had abandoned the child out
of fear, but failed to find her.
The police and forest officials
were also alerted by villagers.

More than an hour later,

around 5 am, villagers found
Rupali about 1 km away from
their house. Blood was splat-
tered all over her, said villa-
gers who rushed her to Sha-
hapur Gramin Hospital whe-
re she was declared ‘brought
dead’. A part of the girl’s right
hand was eaten up, said the
police. The funeral was held
in the evening.

“It’s so hard to believe. On-
ly last night, after dinner, we

were playing with her. And
evern before she woke up,
she’s gone,” said Kashinath.

Villagers, armed with
sticks, kept vigil in the area,
fearing that the leopard wo-
uld strike again. The villa-
gers claimed that leopard at-
tacks have seen a spurt due to
lack of proper patrolling by
forest officials. Calls made to
forest officials from Shaha-
pur went unanswered. 

Shahpur Locals
Blame Incident 

On Poor Patrolling

Leopard drags 4-yr-old sleeping
beside mom, mauls and eats her

Pradeep Gupta

DANGER ON THE PROWL
2015 September 15 | A leopard falls 
into an empty septic tank in Mokhavane 
village in Kasara

2012 July 26 | A 35-year-old woman dies 
after being attacked by a leopard inside 
Tansa Wildlife Sanctuary

July 30 | A leopard mauls 
a 14-year-old shepherd 

boy at Umarkhand in 
Bhiwandi, about 
5km from Tansa 
Wildlife Sanctuary

August 5 | A 12-year-
old boy, who had gone to the 

forest with a couple of friends, dies 
after he is attacked by a leopard

Villagers scout for the killer leopard soon after the 
child’s body was found

It’s so hard to believe. Only last 
night, after dinner, we were playing 

with her. And even before we woke up, 
she’s gone
KASHINATH BHAGAT | FATHER
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RELIEF FROM THE SCORCHING HEAT

Heavy rain lashed several parts of the city on Sunday. Three people were electrocuted in Thane district �Full Story, P 4 

� Modi says no scrapping 
of quota, P 8

�From P 1

K K Choudhary

Sanjay Hadkar
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Centre, States continue to bicker over cleaning Ganga
Akanksha Jain

Filthy ghats on the banks of the Ganga in Varanasi.— File Photo

The Centre and the States are engaged in a blame game over cleaning the Ganga yet again, much to the displeasure of the National Green
Tribunal (NGT), which on Monday took it upon itself to fix responsibility on the agencies concerned.

Hearing a matter related to the cleaning of the river, the Ministry of Water Resources, Ministry of Environment & Forests (MoEF) and the
State of Uttarakhand failed to offer complete answers to issues the tribunal raised.

The NGT Bench, headed by chairperson Justice Swatanter Kumar, was displeased with both the Centre and States concerned passing the
buck and remarked, “It is a federal structure. Does the Centre owe responsibility to clear everything or the State should also share the
responsibility? We have to look into this aspect and fix accountability accordingly.”

“After deliberation it is clear that we should hold a meeting of the following officers, for Section One of Phase­1 of cleaning of the Ganga, at
the earliest as various directions passed by the tribunal have not been carried out in true spirit and substance,” it added.

“We would expect all the learned counsel (for the Centre, states and the agencies concerned) to lead their part completely and
comprehensively, which is at present found wanting,” the tribunal remarked while calling an in­chamber meeting of the Secretary (MoEF),
Ministry of Water Resources, Chief Secretaries of Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand, one representative of the Industries and Principal
Secretary (Environment) of both states on October 19. During the hearing, the counsel for the government said the Centre had approved in
principal Rs.328 crore to Uttarakhand since 2008, but only Rs.78 crore had been spent.

Advocate General of Uttarakhand said a total of 1,083 establishments, including 396 hotels and 436 ashrams, were operating in Haridwar
without environmental clearances. He added that these would be shut down if they did not obtain necessary clearances.

The Centre, meanwhile, had said that almost Rs.4,000 crore has been spent on the rejuvenation of the river since 1985 till last year. It said
that the Ganga Action Plan (GAP) Phase­I was launched as a centrally­funded scheme in 1985. Later, GAP Phase­II was initiated in 1993 to
improve the river’s water quality.

In 2009, the ‘National Ganga River Basin Authority’ (NGRBA) was set up to control pollution in the river. NGRBA, a World Bank­funded
scheme, was aimed at effective abatement of pollution and conservation of the Ganga. As much as 70 per cent of the total project cost was
contributed by the Centre, while the remaining was borne by the States.
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HC reserves order on millennium bus depot
Mohammed Iqbal

The High Court had in 2012 directed the DTC to relocate the depot or get the Master Plan Delhi 2021 amended to continue the operations of
the millennium bus depot. —file photo

The Delhi High Court on Monday reserved its order on an application of the Delhi Transport Corporation (DTC) seeking to retain the
millennium bus depot on the Yamuna riverside.

The plea has sought six months’ time to approach the Delhi Development Authority (DDA) for getting the land use of the depot site changed
in order to prevent its shifting.

The High Court had in 2012 directed the DTC to relocate the depot or get the Master Plan Delhi 2021 amended to continue the operations of
the millennium bus depot, which was constructed during the 2010 Commonwealth Games on the banks of the Yamuna.

Senior advocate Shanti Bhushan, appearing for two environmental activists, on whose writ petition the High Court had passed directions,
said the DTC, which had earlier given an undertaking to shift the depot, could not go back on its word now.

The DTC had undertaken before the court in January last year that it would shift the depot to an alternative site provided by the DDA by
October 31, 2014. The court later extended the time till August 20 this year.

A Division Bench comprising Chief Justice G. Rohini and Justice Jayant Nath reserved the order on the application after hearing brief
arguments.

While the DTC had earlier told the Bench that the issue of changing land use of the depot site was being examined by the Urban Development
Ministry, the DDA said that the change was not possible in view of prohibition by the National Green Tribunal on construction in the areas
demarcated as zone ‘O’.

The DTC has sought six more months to approach the DDA for changing the land use from ‘river and water body’ to ‘transportation’.
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Overnight rain improves inflow into city reservoirs
K. Lakshmi

Even though the overnight showers brought down the temperature in the city, making Sunday morning pleasant, pedestrians seemed to have
trouble traversing through the waterlogged streets in the city.

However, the rain also brought considerable inflow to the city’s major reservoirs, officials said.

Several localities in the southern parts of the city, including Guindy and Meenambakkam, received 2 centimetres of rainfall, while
Madhavaram and Nungambakkam received 1 cm, in the 24 hours ending 8.30 a.m. on Sunday.

Puddles of stagnant water near bus stops and railway stations posed a major hurdle for pedestrians across the city. They said the measures
taken for monsoon preparedness had little impact as water was unable to enter the storm water drains along the several stretches.

Workers, engaged by Chennai Corporation, had to remove obstructions with their hands, to allow water to flow into the drains.

Those walking on Gandhi Irwin Road were irked over the sewage overflow outside public toilets near Egmore railway station.

Overnight showers resulted in water logging on many arterial stretches, leading to a slowdown in traffic.

Officials of the meteorological department said rainfall over the city was following hot and humid days. A depression over the Arabian Sea
also has an influence over the State, officials said. This October has been favourable as Chennai received 7 cm of rainfall, which is excess by 1
cm for this month.

Similarly, Meenambakkam has also recorded 6 cm of rainfall since October 1.

This weather pattern of clear sky and evening showers will continue till Tuesday. “The South West monsoon is still active over some parts. We
are expecting the monsoon to withdraw after October 15,” said an official.

Normally, North East monsoon, which contributes a major share of rainfall to city, sets in around October 20.
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Heavy rain lashed several parts of the city on Sunday evening. There were continuous showers in
areas like Ghatkopar and Kurla in the suburbs and Dadar and Matunga in the island city . In the
western suburbs, areas like Andheri received rainfall.Kalyan and Thane also witnessed heavy rain.

The rainfall recorded on Sunday between 8.30am­8.30pm by IMD Colaba observatory was 0.2mm
and Santacruz was 2.6mm.

Three people were electrocuted after a live overhead wire fell on them at Chande village in Shahapur
taluka of Thane district. The victims were identified as Kanhibai Dhupari (45), her son Manoj (5) and
Namdev Gangad (35). Police have registered an accidental death report.

At the MMRDA grounds in BKC where Prime Minister Narendra Modi's event was held, some
journalists who had come to cover the event were stranded for a few minutes.Several took shelter
under a tarpaulin sheet, which also flew off due to gusty winds, which accompanied the rains.

Ghatkopar resident Pravin Shah said, “While we expect the October heat to cause discomfort, these
showers are welcome.“

The IMD Mumbai on Friday night had forecast that light rain or thundershowers may occur over the
weekend.This was on account of a depression over east central Arabian Sea moving northwards.“On
Sunday morning, the deep depression over east­central Arabian Sea weakened into a depression at
8.30am. This caused rains in Mumbai,“ said a weather official.
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