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Weather extremes: The deluge after

the drought

The Marathwada region’s farmers are facing nature’s wrath yet again — this time from excess rains.
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Flooded fields below the bridge connecting Latur to Renapur in Maharashtra. (Express Photo: Narayan
Pawle)

Through much of September, Sopan Garje of Dadegaon village in Beed district’s
Ashti taluka, was quite a content man. President of a farmer-producer company, a
festive Diwali seemed around the corner for his group of farmers cultivating

nearly 1,000 acres of moong (green gram) and urad (black gram).

But towards end-September, the water body not far from their village adjoining the
Kada Medium Irrigation Project suddenly filled up to 40 per cent capacity, after
having been practically bone dry for months. “I knew something was wrong,” says
this progressive farmer in his 40s, who uses every available agro-met service to

plan his cropping schedule.

Fortunately, it was raining heavily in just the five-km area around the Kada project,
covering Dadegaon and nearby villages. Garje’s group managed to harvest their
urad and moong crops in the nick of time. But just a few days later, his own onion
crop got washed away. Other group members similarly saw their soyabean crops
suffer severe damage from the torrential rains through the first week of October.

Small patches of bajra (pearl millet) and cotton were also destroyed.
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“Shock after repeated tragedies” is how Amol Jadhav, a local journalist and a
farmer himself from Kaij in Beed, describes the latest setback. After consecutive
drought years that crippled the rural economy

of Marathwada — impoverishing even relatively better-off agricultural households
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— it is the excess rains from the withdrawing southwest monsoon that has caused

heavy losses for many farmers of the region this time.

Marathwada received 824.8 mm of rainfall during June-September, over a fifth
higher than its normal quota of 682.9 mm for the four-month monsoon season. And
it hasn’t stooped raining even after September 30. During October 1-12, Latur
district has recorded 200 per cent excess precipitation, with these at 197 per cent

for Hingoli, 172 per cent for Nanded, 171 per cent for Beed and 159 per cent for
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In all, out of the 76 talukas in the Marathwada region, 23 have already received
more than 125 per cent of their total average annual rainfall quota. And significant
part of these rains have come since the last week of September — just when the
standing kharif crop has been due for harvesting or closer to maturity. The contrast
with the situation just a few months back — when the Maharashtra government
pressed in a record number of water tankers for the parched region’s villages and
towns — couldn’t have been starker. This time, an estimated 3,800 villages of
Marathwada have been affected by excess rains, as opposed to its 9,000 villages that

were declared drought-hit earlier in the year.

According to initial estimates made by district collectors, crops worth more than Rs
500 crore have been damaged in Latur, Beed and Osmanabad alone. That figure is
likely to go up with more detailed village-level surveys. An early assessment has
pegged the total crop loss across Marathwada at 9,15,431 hectares, out of the 49
lakh hectares area that was planted to crops during the current kharif season.
Latur has been the worst hit, accounting for nearly 3,94,000 hectares of the regions’
total affected farmland. In Beed, as much as 3,68,000 hectares out of the district’s

7,98,000 hectares of agricultural land have officially sustained crop damage.

“Soyabean has been almost wiped out. Out of the 2,40,000 hectares that was sown
under the crop, approximately 2,05,000 hectares has been washed away or
damaged,” said Beed district collector Naval Kishore Ram. Soyabean, which has
become increasingly popular among Marathwada’s farmers over the past decade, is
a light plant particularly prone to losses from either water-logging or extreme

dryness.

Besides soyabean, another one lakh hectares under Bt cotton has also been affected
in Beed. Areas such Patoda and Majalgaon with fields on the banks of the
Sindphana and Bindusara — tributaries of the Godavari — are reported to have
suffered damage extending to all crops, including soyabean, cotton, tur (pigeon-

pea), moong and urad.

While soyabean has been the worst-affected, farmers say that even the cotton bolls
have been soaked and damaged, while tur in many places has witnessed sprouting
of the grains. An assessment of damage from fungal infections is also still

underway.

The India Meteorological Department’s rainfall map depicting the south monsoon’s
performance for the whole season has shown only four sub-divisions in the country
to have received excess rains this time. Marathwada is among the four — a rare
occurrence for a region that has experienced deficit monsoon in three out of the

preceding four years.

This year, it has rained so much that six of the 18 floodgates on the Dhanegaon dam
across the Manjara River had to be opened. Farmlands across one km of either
bank in Beed’s Kaij and Ambajogai talukas and in several places of Latur are still
water-logged. The same Dhanegaon dam ran dry early this summer, necessitating a
dramatic supply of drinking water to Latur city via railway wagons. Latur

municipality, then, was in a position to supply water only once a month.

But wouldn’t these excess rains be of help at least in the coming rabi season? Garje
isn’t optimistic even about that: “One in every four or five farmers is facing
problems of severe erosion of their soils from the latest rains. That will make field
preparation for the next crop challenging”. In some areas, the flooded farmland is
too soggy for farmers to even enter the fields for any kind of land preparation for

sowing, according to Garje.
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Can the Cauvery dispute be solved?
Yogesh Pratap Singh and Afroz Alam

Posted at: Oct 13 2016 3:44AM

The Sue generis model of Indian federation has offered diverse constitutional and political problems and one such is inter-state water disputes. No surprise, this
problem being political in nature reached its pinnacle at times when the Centre and the respective states were ruled by different political parties. The ever-ongoing

Cauvery dispute is one such, for which the old princely state of Mysore and the Madras Presidency had been in disagreement for decades before Independence.

Two agreements, one in 1890 and the other in 1924 were marked out of intense negotiations; while Tamil Nadu wanted to enforce these two
agreements, Karnataka contended these were unfair and not pertinent since Karnataka had no political existence then. These have been the prime
contention. The Supreme Court order to Karnataka to release 15,000 cusecs (cubic feet per second) for 10 days to Tamil Nadu led to protests by
Karnataka farmers and is only continuation of this prolonged dispute.

Constitutional Plan

The constitutional arrangement for resolving inter-state water disputes was derived from Sections 130-134 of the Government of India Act, 1935. Water, as a subject-
matter, occupies Entry 56 and Entry 17 of List I and List II respectively. While Entry 17 of List IT empowers States to legislate on water-related infrastructural projects
viz. irrigation, drainage, storage and power; however, it is subject to Entry 56 of List I, which gives Parliament exclusive power notwithstanding anything in the

Constitution, to legislate on regulation and development of inter-state rivers and river valleys as has been declared by law to be in the public interest.

The only legislation dealing with inter-state water disputes is the Inter-State Water Disputes Act, 1956. Article 262 provides for a specific law enacted by Parliament to
adjudicate these disputes excluding the jurisdiction of all courts, including the Supreme Court precisely for three reasons; to elude prolonged accusatorial litigation at

all costs; dispute was more political rather than legal; and being a matter of high technical magnitude needed to be resolved by a specialized body.

However, states found ways to work around that bar and approached the Supreme Court. The most astounding part is that the Supreme Court has often gratified them
by using its imaginative interpretation, inherent cosmic and multiple jurisdictions. Concurrent adjudication by two forums - one for distribution of water and other
for enforcement of fundamental rights - complicated the matter. Three SLPs, later converted into civil appeals were admitted against the 2007 order of the Tribunal,
not yet heard substantively. Some hearings were done in 2013 but on interlocutory applications filed in civil appeals which are listed along with the original federal

suit of Tamil Nadu (Article 131) filed in 2001. The intention of the drafters was battered.
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efforts to implement the schemes, agreements and collaborative decisions fell short of their objectives as they are impeded by the persistence of competitive power

politics.

The locus of resentment and mass discontent is rooted in electoral and other compulsions of political actors, ruling or opposition. These actors are more interested in
reaping electoral dividend than devising a mutually agreeable scheme of water redistribution. In the process, the interests of people in general and farmers in
particular from both the states are seriously compromised. Frequent protests and processions are being called by the political parties without exception in both states

to appease their people, particularly farmers.

It could be seen in the strategic deployment of emotional language by all political parties in Tamil Nadu and Karnataka. A Member of Parliament from Tamil Nadu
allegedly threatened in year 2002 that if the Cauvery water sharing dispute was not resolved, Tamil Nadu could go the way of Kashmir. When the Cauvery Water

Dispute Tribunal gave in its verdict (2007) a lion’s share of the water to Tamil Nadu, mobilisation and counter mobilisation were made in Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.


https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CriARiGr_V-KkBtiooAPCsYaIBZue5_pGvKP3oacEwI23ARABIMzDtSlg5cLkg6QOoAHCjMrCA8gBAakCQF48UxEPUD6oAwHIA8sEqgTEAU_QOspYFK-6EIhLAK1RcuBiAR_LSQw8lhZT5uzT6GP7HWL_lMSxWyTy9xaXGhlWdif2dbYrdIkvoRa2ArXzyW-uI_ls1FbS_sxP1F-DWDqHsV6OTs4rqtYyHxKfpNVaPiaxVwfDBoJ_qyWXwDsRmBlg68AWrJpBrmpPcS1E3vQp4v-Kwx0iamJkmKQcAHKj3xPe3piRwVA17jLukL1uILIzfgHWlvgJIkiFydtgIXXShkCaZ_yRqJQPW46yRDK4WjfkkA2AB6bztT2oB4HGG6gHpr4b2AcB0ggFCIBhEAE&num=1&sig=AOD64_2CVnjZ_S-dipbWwnT_jG9KeaZe1Q&client=ca-pub-2069566251651680&adurl=http://lpindia.rics.org.in/mdp-real-estate-valuation%3Futm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_medium%3DGoogle%2520Search%26utm_campaign%3DMDP_REValuation_Google
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CriARiGr_V-KkBtiooAPCsYaIBZue5_pGvKP3oacEwI23ARABIMzDtSlg5cLkg6QOoAHCjMrCA8gBAakCQF48UxEPUD6oAwHIA8sEqgTEAU_QOspYFK-6EIhLAK1RcuBiAR_LSQw8lhZT5uzT6GP7HWL_lMSxWyTy9xaXGhlWdif2dbYrdIkvoRa2ArXzyW-uI_ls1FbS_sxP1F-DWDqHsV6OTs4rqtYyHxKfpNVaPiaxVwfDBoJ_qyWXwDsRmBlg68AWrJpBrmpPcS1E3vQp4v-Kwx0iamJkmKQcAHKj3xPe3piRwVA17jLukL1uILIzfgHWlvgJIkiFydtgIXXShkCaZ_yRqJQPW46yRDK4WjfkkA2AB6bztT2oB4HGG6gHpr4b2AcB0ggFCIBhEAE&num=1&sig=AOD64_2CVnjZ_S-dipbWwnT_jG9KeaZe1Q&client=ca-pub-2069566251651680&adurl=http://lpindia.rics.org.in/mdp-real-estate-valuation%3Futm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_medium%3DGoogle%2520Search%26utm_campaign%3DMDP_REValuation_Google
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CriARiGr_V-KkBtiooAPCsYaIBZue5_pGvKP3oacEwI23ARABIMzDtSlg5cLkg6QOoAHCjMrCA8gBAakCQF48UxEPUD6oAwHIA8sEqgTEAU_QOspYFK-6EIhLAK1RcuBiAR_LSQw8lhZT5uzT6GP7HWL_lMSxWyTy9xaXGhlWdif2dbYrdIkvoRa2ArXzyW-uI_ls1FbS_sxP1F-DWDqHsV6OTs4rqtYyHxKfpNVaPiaxVwfDBoJ_qyWXwDsRmBlg68AWrJpBrmpPcS1E3vQp4v-Kwx0iamJkmKQcAHKj3xPe3piRwVA17jLukL1uILIzfgHWlvgJIkiFydtgIXXShkCaZ_yRqJQPW46yRDK4WjfkkA2AB6bztT2oB4HGG6gHpr4b2AcB0ggFCIBhEAE&num=1&sig=AOD64_2CVnjZ_S-dipbWwnT_jG9KeaZe1Q&client=ca-pub-2069566251651680&adurl=http://lpindia.rics.org.in/mdp-real-estate-valuation%3Futm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_medium%3DGoogle%2520Search%26utm_campaign%3DMDP_REValuation_Google
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CriARiGr_V-KkBtiooAPCsYaIBZue5_pGvKP3oacEwI23ARABIMzDtSlg5cLkg6QOoAHCjMrCA8gBAakCQF48UxEPUD6oAwHIA8sEqgTEAU_QOspYFK-6EIhLAK1RcuBiAR_LSQw8lhZT5uzT6GP7HWL_lMSxWyTy9xaXGhlWdif2dbYrdIkvoRa2ArXzyW-uI_ls1FbS_sxP1F-DWDqHsV6OTs4rqtYyHxKfpNVaPiaxVwfDBoJ_qyWXwDsRmBlg68AWrJpBrmpPcS1E3vQp4v-Kwx0iamJkmKQcAHKj3xPe3piRwVA17jLukL1uILIzfgHWlvgJIkiFydtgIXXShkCaZ_yRqJQPW46yRDK4WjfkkA2AB6bztT2oB4HGG6gHpr4b2AcB0ggFCIBhEAE&num=1&sig=AOD64_2CVnjZ_S-dipbWwnT_jG9KeaZe1Q&client=ca-pub-2069566251651680&adurl=http://lpindia.rics.org.in/mdp-real-estate-valuation%3Futm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_medium%3DGoogle%2520Search%26utm_campaign%3DMDP_REValuation_Google
javascript:void(0);
http://www.thestatesman.com/mobi/
javascript:void(0)
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/statesman-newspaper/id1054867465?mt=8

In this regard, mutual blame game apart from bashing the Centre is a normal politics of these states as could be seen in the recent political bickering between the
governments of Jayalalithaa and Siddaramaiah. The electorates of both states are shown by their respective ruling parties that pressure is being built on the Centre and
related bodies for a decision which will be of greatest gain to their state — rather than sitting together to resolve the dispute without preconceived notions. The

Karnataka government’s disinclination to follow apex court’s order is due to the fear of losing support of farmers in the upcoming Assembly election.
The Way Forward

Inter-state rivers are national assets by virtue of Entry 56 of List I and hence they must be declared to be so. Up till now the focus has bizarrely been on absolute
quantities of water which is irrational as it would apparently differ primarily for two reasons; one, the Cauvery is not a glacier-fed river; and two, being a monsoon-
driven river, water flow perceptibly varies in different seasons. A constant proportional sharing of riparian rights notwithstanding the actual flow of water could have
been more feasible but tactlessly the Tribunal bestowed a final allocation of an absolute amount every year which might lead to combative situations when the water

flow declines.

A robust, scientific and empirical mechanism for sharing of waters may be built by a national commission empowered for this purpose as done in distribution of
revenue by the Finance Commission. However, in the absence of political will, it becomes irrelevant to ask under what circumstances both states will accept

cooperation and when they will reject it.

The writers are, respectively, Associate Professor of Law at National Law University Odisha (currently on deputation as Deputy
Registrar, Supreme Court of India, and Associate Professor and Head, Department of Political Science, Maulana Azad National Urdu
University, Hyderabad.
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ing a landslide. bH PHOTC

KARWAR: Mauy parts of Ut-
tara Kannada district received
moderate rain on Monday and
continued till Tuesday after-
noon.

Bhatkal, Honnavar, Ankola
and Karwar taluks of the
coastal belt, besides Sirsi, Sid-
dapur and Yellapur taluks of
the Ghats region of the district
received rain. The Keni
stream in Ankola taluk is flow-
ing at the danger mark. Peo-
ple in low-lying areas have
been shifted to safer places.

Gruel centres have been
opened at the Keni govern-

T AR it =8N D

TOUGH TASK The Natlonal nghway 66 at Mudaga village near Karwar bemg cleared for tl afﬁc u

ment primary school and the
Babruwada primary school.
More than 100 people have
been accommodated there.

Trafﬂc hit

Vehicular traffic was affected
for an hour and a half near
Mudaga village in Karwar
taluk, on National Highway
65, due to a landslide caused
by heavy rain on Monday

mght The mud was cleared

from the highway using earth-
MOVers.

Belagavi city received light
showers for about 30 minutes

S P

on Tuesday evening. The sud |

den downpour caught the

~ people unawares and they ran
for cover.

Heavy showers lashed Be-
lagavi and Khanapur taluks
and parts of Chikkodi taluk,
including Nippani, on Mon-
day.

Good spell

Moderate to heavy rains
lashed several parts of Shiva-
moggga district on Tuesday.
Thirthahalli, Hosanagar,
Sagar, Shikaripur received
good spell of rains intermit-

syt -——

n Tuesday afternuon folluw

Moderate ralns hit Uttara Kannada d|str|ct

tently throughout the day.

Shivamogga, Bhadravathi
and some parts of Sorab re-
ceived moderate rains inter-
mittently.

Water level in Linganamak-
ki dam rose to 1796.80 feet
against the maximum of 1819
feet.

The rainfall figures are as fol-
lows: Ankola 31 mm, Karwarll
mm, Kadra and Kumta 7 mm
each, Gerusoppa 5 mm and
Honnavar 4 mm (all Uttara
Kannada district), and Hun-
gund (Bagalkot distric) 0 5mm
DH News Sewlce |
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

CHENNAL: The high-level tech-

- nical committee headed by
Central Water Commission

(CWC) chairman G.S. Jha,
which was constituted by
the Supreme Court to assess
the ground realities in the
Cauvery basin area, com-

pleted its visit to Tamil
Nadu on Tuesday and left

for New Delhi.

The committee also held a

meeting with Tamil Nadu
Chief Secretary P. Rama

Mohana Rao and Public

Works  Secretary S.K
Prabhakar here over its
visits to various parts of the
Cauvery basis area in the
State before leaving Chen-
nai. Other committee mem-
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The Times of India { Mumbai )

The Telegraph ( Kolkata )
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eld visits

Tt tavts
titions before submlttlng report to SC

The techmcal panel met Chlef Secretary P Rama Mohana Rao

bers - S. Masood HuSain, P.
Rath and R. Rakesh Singh -

were also present during the

meeting. |
- Talking to reporters after
~the meeting, Mr. Jha

-In Chennai on Tuesday. — PHOTO: SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

thanked both the State gov-
ernments for organising the
visits. Replying to a query
on what was the demand

from the Tamil Nadu gov-

ernment, Mr. Jha said,

Cauvery technical panel
wraps up fi fl

Says would look lnto 1!armers pe

“There is no demand as such
and we have not tried to put
things in the demand and re-
lease manner. We were just
assessing the ground real-
ities. Of course, the utilisa-
tion part will also be there.
S0 you may say that demand
will be in form of what is the
utilisation and what can be
the  best utilisation
possible.” |

Asked about the petitions
submitted by farmers, he
said the committee had not
yet looked into them as
some of them were in Tamil
and had to be translated;
they would be looked into
before the committee em-
barked on preparing the re-
port to be submitted to the
Supreme Court, he added.

Inﬂow into Mettur 2oes up, crosses 6,000 cusecs

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENI‘

~ SALEM: There is a
reasonable increase in the
realisation of water in
river Cauvery at Mettur

dam with an inflow of
6,873 cusecs on Tuesday:.
This is the first time in
the last fortnight that the
realisation of water in the
Cauvery at Mettur dam

has crossed 6,000 cusecs.
Water level in the dam
stood at 69.70 feet on

Tuesday against its full -

level 0f 120 feet. The
storage level was 32.444

tmc against the dam's full
capacity of 93.47 tmc.

About 12,000 cusecs is:

being discharged from the
dam since September 20,
said PWD sources.
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Dumpmg of construction debrls

Experts warn about reductlon In WIdth of rivers: efforts to crack down on the pr:

ALOYS IUS XAVIER LOPEZ

CHENNAL: Even as the govern-
ment is proposing steps to
save waterbodies after the
floods last year, dumping of
construction debris and
municipal solid waste has in-
creased in major waterways
in the city. -

Research scholars on
disaster management have
pointed to the gradual reduc-
tion in the width of rivers
such as the Cooum, Adyar

and Kosasthalaiyar and also-

canals and the increase in

risk of flooding in surround-
1ng areas. Greater Chennai

Corporation has started tak-
Ing action against people
who are responsible for
dumping of ¢Construction

debris.

‘Officials have also in-

stalled boards warning ,vio-

lators, but dumping
continues unabated.

“The water carrying capa-

city of the Cooum, Adyar and °

Buckingham canal has been
reduced. Further dumping of
construction debris is likely

to reduce the width of the

waterways and lead to flood-
ing of more residential
areas,”’
disaster management expert.

- Pointing to the flooding of
many areas in Mylapore ow-
ing to reduction in the width
of the Buckingham Canal
due to the MRTS project,

construction debris and en--

~said N.Mathavan, -

croachments, Mr. Mathavan

- sald ‘a few individuals pro-

mote dumping of construc-
tion debris to grab vacant
land along the river. "Reduc-
tion in the width of the Adyar

‘has led to flooding of res-

idential areas one km away
from the banks,” Mr. Math-
avan explained.

Corporation councillors

said the plan for earmarking
space for dumping construc-
tion debris in each of the 15
zones has not been imple-
mented properly. Many of
the councillors have been
monitoring the illegal dump-
ing of debris: along water-
ways, roads and canals.
“Contractors used to dump

debris 1n some areas. We use

Work on minor brldges begms

T. MADHAVAN

CHENNAI: The State Highways
Department - has started
(minor
bridges) on Tambaram-
Somangalam Road as part of .

. flood mltlgatlon works. .
The work is on at three

locations on the road and is
expected to be completed in
less than a month, according

to Highways Department of- -

ficials.

Sources with the depart-
ment said the proposals to
construct five culverts on the
road was taken after assess-
ment of flood damage last
year.

Ready-to-use reinforced
cement concrete (RCC)
boxes measuring 10 feet in

[

Work is on at three locations on the stretch that links
Tambaram and Sriperumbudur. — PHOTO: . KRISHNASWAMY

length and 10 feet in width

would be created. -
The road that connects

Tambaram and Sriperumbu-

dur is around 23 km long and
passes through villages such
as Somangalam and Amara-

‘mbedu, and also the temple

town of Sr1perumbudur

- The road and surrounding
areas were devastated dur-
ing the floods of December

2015.

Residents protest

Residents of Varadhara-
japuram staged a dem-
onstration on the road some
months ago alleging that the
State Highways department
was neglecting residents’
views on constructing these
culverts to satisfy certain
vested sections.

Police said they had placed

“barricades at the entry point

from the service road of
Chennai Bypass road, but
some motorists continue to .
enter the road by removing

‘them.
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LHOKING A LIFELINE (Above) Construction materlal dumped on
the banks of the Cooum in Nungambakkam. (Left) The width
of the river has been considerably reduced due to dumping
and encroachments. — PHOTOS: R. RAGU AND V. GANESAN
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PREPARING FOR THE
MONSOON

IS CHENNA READY'?"

machinery to remove debris
immediately. We also create
awareness among residents,”
said A. Ezhilarasi, councﬂlor
in Thiruvottiyur.

According to estimates,

il RN T P

i

the city generates more than
50,000 tonnes of construc-
tion and demolition debris
every month.

An official of the Chennai
Corporation said they will
monitor demolition con-
tractors who dump debris
stealthily in the same neigh-
bourhood to reduce the cost
of transportation.

Uncomfortable weather
likely for two more days

K. LAKSHMI1

CHENNAL: City residents may
endure relatively uncomfort-
able weather for two more
days. However, meteorolo-
gists note that there is a pos-
sibility of light rain on
Wednesday towards the eve-
ning or night.

On Tuesday, some areas
received light showers. How-
ever, the raln was not wide-
spread.

The weather observatory
1in Nungambakkam recorded
only 2 mm of rainfall
whereas the one in Meenam-
bakkam did not register any
rainfall at all.

Chennaiites had to endure

hot weather during the day
with Nungambakkam and
Meenambakkam recording
35.5 degree Celsius and 35.1
degree Celsius respectively,
which is over three degrees
above normal for the month
of October.

Ofhicials of the meteorolo-
gical department said Tues-
day’s rain was due to con-
vective  activity,  which
usually occurs after an in-
tense period of heat.

The delay in the onset of |

cool easterly winds from the

Ll e b B T T ——

sea kept the day temperature '

high until evening.

The same weather pattern
1S set to continue on Wednes-
day as well.
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project on fast track

Press Trustof india

hieporers@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: The ambitious Yamuna
Water Taxiproject toferry tour-
istsfrom Wazirabad to Fatehpur
Jat, a 16- km distance, may gain
momentum as the governmentis
evaluatingfivebids to operatethe
service.

Theproject, oneof the priority
projects of road transport and
highways minister Nitin Gad-
kari, may shortenthetraveltime
between Wazirabad to Fatehpur
Jat from 3.5 hours to45minutes.

“FExpressions of interest were
issued for operators to run ves-
selsonthe Yamunaandfivebids
were received, which are under
evaluation,” an official said.

The Inland Waterways
Authority of India (IWAT), which
hasbeen mandated toimplement
the project, hassought clearance
from the National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT)for the project in view
of the ban imposed on construc-
tion activities. Hearing in the

case is scheduled on October 19,
the official said.

A detailed project report for
the 16-km Yamuna Taxi Project
for operating tourist vessels/
ferry services was prepared by
Kitcoin September this year.

Tenders wereissuedfor design
and construction of three passen-
ger vessels, construction offloat-

ingjettiesatterminal pointsand

dredging and provision ofnaviga-
tional aids for fairway develop-
ment, the official said.

The due date for tenders 18
Qctober 24.

A letter has beenissued tothe
Delhi government for signing a
memorandum of understanding.

Last week, IWAI chairman
Amitabh Verma said the author-
ity was looking at the Yamuna
very closely and surveyed a
16-km stretch.

“1 believe by December you
would see construction and
dredging activities... We have
filed application with NGT toget
permission,” hesaid.
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Dams, tull after a long

C.R. GOWRI SHANKER |1 DC
HYDERABAD, OCT. 9

The Singur project in

Medak, about 80 km from
Hyderabad, which sup-
plies drinking water to
the twin cities, is seeing
many visitors. “Singur is
full to the brim after a
long time thanks to the
good rains. This summer
it was like a playground.
People from not only
Medak but also from
neighbouring districts are
spending weekends here,”
TRS Sangareddy MLA
Chinta Prabhakar told
Deccan Chronicle. |
Some of the most visited
Irrigation projects

include Singur, Manjeera,
Ghanpur, Pocharam (all in
Medak district), Jurala
near Gadwal, Koilasagar
near Deverakadra (Mah-
bubnagar), Nagarjuna-
sagar, Aljapur waterfalls
(74 km from Nalgonda
town), Musi project,
Nizamsagar, Alisagar, Sri-
ramsagar project (Nizam-
abad), Lower Manair and
Mid Manair projects
(Karimnagar).

There are 30-odd irriga-
tion projects in the state.
Some of them are full to
brim after a long gap. The
famed Osmansagar

(Gandipet) received a lot

of water as did neighbour-
ing Himayatsagar, on the

time, are tourist draws

city outskirts in Ranga
Reddy district. Once the
main source of drinking
water for the twin cities,
both the water bodies
were almost dry due to
encroachments in the
catchment areas.

People are also throng-
ing to the little known
Ajjalapur waterfalls. Sri
Bugga Lakshmi Narasim-
ha Swamy temple is locat-
ed nearby.

“We have about 50 irriga-
tion projects across the
state. Out of 43,800 tanks,
14,650 are full and over-
flowing,” said Sridhar
Deshpande, officer on spe-
cial duty to irrigation
minister T. Harish Rao.
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NRI bets on Andhra Pradesh. moots casino on the Krishna

Six projects on table, but the State would have to amend gambling law to consider them

Arraji REDDEM

VIJAYAWADA: Casino
operators are looking at
post-bifurcation Andhra
Pradesh as fertile ground,
and seven proposals to
open such clubs have been
received by the State
government.

- AU.S.NRI from
Vijayawada is proposing a
casino on an island in the
Krishna river. The State
government, however, has
not taken any decision on
the proposals, some of
which have been pending
since the bifurcation two
years ago.

A casino is usually a club
where gambling, eateries,
amusement and
entertainment venues are

[ TR

open round the clock.
Currently, casinos are in
operation in Goa, Daman
and Sikkim. -

The NRI, Siva Prakash
Bobba, told The Hindu, “I
find one of the islands in
the river Krishna very
much suitable for setting
up a casino. I'm planning to

............

LEISURE ISLAND: A speedboat races close to a Bodhisiri launch
~ on the Krishna, near Bhavani Isiand. — PHOTO: VIIAYA BHASKAR

. : F' . ;o - -... . - . o - . -:: .
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propose the island to the
government.”

Bhavani island near
Prakasam Barrage In
Vijayawada has scores of
sub-islands, with a total
area of over 130 acres, and it
hosts a Goa yacht club.

The A.P. government
plans to convert it into an

amusement park, on the
lines of the Sentosa island
which has a casino, and
spreads across 122 acres.

Besides Mr. Prakash’s, at
least six similar proposals
are pending, says Andhra

Pradesh Project Facilitators

and Consultancy Services
Limited (APPFCS) Chief

' Consultant and Director, K.

Lakshminarayana.

“Some people have
proposed to set up casinos
but the government has not

~ yet taken any decision.

Getting permission for a
casino is difficult as we
need to get a regulatory
nod from the Centre and
the Navy. So far, nothing
has moved on these,” he
said.

A Malaysian firm and a

Goa company are among
the casino hopefuls, say
government sources.
There was a proposal to
set up an offshore casino
near Visakhapatnam two
years ago, but it has not
moved beyond that, say
government SOUrces. -
The State would have to
amend the Andhra Pradesh
Gaming Act, 1974, which
prohibits gambling, before

‘any approvals canbe

thought of.

“The amendment Act
would need provisions
similar to those inserted
[two decades ago] in the
Goa, Daman and Diu Public

‘Gambling Act, 1976,” said

PVV.S. Murthy, former
member, Consumer Forum,
Vijayawada.
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g 145 lakes with stormwater drains

Funding agencies have started work on a re\rlsed detalled proleot report for complete mtegratlon of the waterbodres wrth the network

ALOYSIUS XAVIER LOPEZ

CHENNAL  The _
drains that are set to be de-

veloped in the city will be in--

tegrated with the 145 lakes
and ponds in the city, to im-
prove the water storage and
the mitigating ﬂoods in many
areas.

Funding. agem:les, such as
KfW and JICA, have begun
work on a revised detailed
~ project report for the com-
. plete integration of stormwa-
ter drains with these -water-
bodies. JICA is expected to
fund the project in north
Chennai, and KfW in south
Chennai, civic officials said.

The previous detailed pro-
ject report prepared by the
Chennai Corporation in 2011
failed to properly integrate
all the 145 lakes and ponds in
the project, while taking into
account the vanishing water-
bodies, officials_said. “The
earlier proposal gave priority
to facilitate the draining of
stormwater into the sea. The
funding agencies are determ-
ined to integrate the water-
bodies in the network. Lakes

stormwater

TA!(ING ON: Whrle JICA is expected to fund the pmlect in north Chennai, KfW will fund for south
Chennai, officials said. — PHOTO: SHAJUJOUN -

that are vanishing will likely
be rejuvenated. The revised
study would assess the
change in the level. KfW and
JICA will fund the project
only after the lakes and
ponds are integrated proper-
ly with the stormwater drain
network,” said an official.

'The original proposal of

the Corporation covered a

* 1,055-km stormwater drain

network in eight added

zones. The revised pro1ect 1S
likely to increase the length
of drains in some areas. Work
on the Adyar and Cooum

PREPARING FOR THE
MONSOON

IS CHENNAI! READY?

basins have started with
funding from the - World
Bank. But many of the lakes

and ponds in the northern
and southern parts of the city
were not integrated in the

proposed network.
“Only 55 lakes and ponds

have to be integrated with®

the stormwater drain. net-
work in north Chennai,” said
an official.

The revised DPR would
take into account/the list of -
water-lqg:% kot AT in the

el et -

Zone-«.

I

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

CHENNAL: The Chennai Cor-
poration has started the re-

pair of roads affected dur-
ing last year’s floods in
congested areas, especially

in the low-income neigh-

bourhoods.

Many of the bus route
roads were dug up for re-
pairs by Tangedco and Met-
rowater after the floods.

Chennai Corporation of-
ficials say they were unable
to take up re-laying work as
these agencies had taken
months to complete work

-and had only finished it a

few weeks ago.
Now, the Corporation has
started work on 30 such bus

route roads, including Us- °

man Road Service Road,
G.N. Chetty Road,

' Cemetery

which wre
' o

The _Corporation has

begun work on 30
bus route roads that

were damaged in
the 2015 floods

Road,- Chmna
Mathur Road, Konnur High
Road and Millers Road.

Residents living close to -

these stretches say that they
had been requesting civic

- officials to re-lay these

roads for many years now.

“The roads were idénti- .
fied for re-laying in October
2014 and work has begun
after a long wait,” said an
— official. .

“At least Rs. 20 crore will
be spent on relaying the 30

many of

bus route roa%
- dam-

[ T

; b

| [ After a long wait, ﬂood—affected
| roads all set to get a makeover

- aged durmg the floods,” of-

ficials said.

- Of the interior roads that
need re-laying, at least 1,000
damaged roads are likely to
receive a makeover.

A link to the shums -

Many such roads link the
congested slum areas in
various parts of the city
with the main hubs, officials.
added. ~.

The civic body has had to
shelve many proposed road
works in slum areas after
contractors were unable to
move machinery on the
stretches as they were very
narrow Wwith many en-
croachments. “Getting
these encroachments re-
moves still remains a chal-
lenge,” a senior official of
the corporation said.
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Marathwada drought

OVERSIGHT Study reveals poor water
management behind dry spell in region

DRY DAYS TURN DEADLY

s letters®hindustantimes.com

MUMRBAI: The 2015-16 drought in
Marathwada was caused not by
climate change but poor manage-
ment of water resources, a study
conducted by the Indian Institute
of Tropical Meteorology-Pune
and the Indian Institute of
Science-Bengaluru has revealed.

The two institutions analvsed
145 years of monsoon rainfall

data to arrive at the conchusion.

While admitting that the
region is prone to droughts,
the study states that the magni-
tude of the last drought could
have been reduced with proper
management of crop cultivation
and water usage. It cited rainfall
data extending from 1871 to 2015
to assert that there have been
changes in the strategies used
for cultivating crops and manag-
ing water resources over the last
four decades.

STUDY STATES THE
SCALE OF THE DROUGHT
COULD HAVE BEEN
REDUCED WITH PROPER
MANAGEMENT OF

CROP CULTVATION.

o~ -..-H.-EM -l.qul.tu-u u-'u-d’.nﬂ ol lm-.n-u-—a—! “\.

Covering L., YIS

The study categorically stated
that the flow of irrigation water,
exploitation of ground water,
and allocation of water for cul-
tivating water-intensive crops
such as sugarcane and pulses
have to be examined properlyv.
It also said the administration
must identify and promote sus-
tainable strategies that adapt
to varying rainfall patterns
in the region.

The analysis showed that
Marathwada is visited by a
drought nearly once in six to
SEeVen years on an average.
While it witnessed 22 such
instances between 1871 and
2015, back-to-back droughts
occurred five times — 1n 1876-
77, 1920-21, 1971-72, 1984-85 and
2014-15. Interestingly, the region
did not witness a single drought
between 1940 and 1970, and there
were no droughts between 1999
and 2011 despite rainfall slump-
ing below normal levels.

“Neither the rainfall deficit of
the 2015 Marathwada monsoon
nor the occurrence of two suc-
cessive years of drought can be
considered exceptional behav-
iour on the part of the weather
gods,” the research states. “The

© current strategies of agriculture

and water management, which led
to an unaceceptably adverse impact
on farmers, are obviously inap-
propriate. Better strategies have

¢ On an average, druught hItS Marathwada region nearly once in six to seven years.

RAINFALL

Figures in mm

A e Tev ey 42% below
oA nrtaaet normal level

Between June &HSeptember

to be identified and implemented.”

The average June-September
rainfall for the Marathwada region
is 687mm, but the deviation from
that figure can be ashigh as 27°%.

The rainfall deficit in
‘Marathwada in 2015 was 40%,

~ a7 Theaverage
gﬂi ndia v June-September
v / ainfall for
\ j'j Marathwada
K y. region is 687mm

HT FILE

® Only 2% water leftin 11
major dams in May; 8 of
them recorded zero live
water storage™

® All big dams have live
water storage of 5,142
million cubic metres

% Unlike 1972, tast year
more than 1,000 farmers
committed suicide due to
water scarcity

“1 lve water storage is when water in the dam is high enough to flow out of the sivice gates

far lower than the deficit of 54%
during the 1972 drought. However,
while noreport of farmer suicides
or water scarcity emerged then,
over 1,000 farmers ended their lives

last year. Agriculture was severely

hit — the production of pulses fell

by 52%, tur dal by 42%, moong dal
by 71%, and urad dal by 74%.

The paper further clari-
fies that there has been no
significant change in the
average seasonal rainfall or
drought pattern.
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Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Seekingtoresolveseve-
ralinter-state disputes over the sha-
ring of river waters through model
legislation, the Centre has comeout
withthedraft National Water Fram-
ework Bill, 2016, to provide a mecha-
nism to develop and manage river

basins in an integrated manner so

that every state gets an “equitable”
share of ariver’s water without vio-
lating therights of others.

The draft bill also pitchesfores-
tablishing a river basin authority
for each inter-state basin to ensure
“optimum and sustainable” deve-
lopment of rivers and valleys and
devises an integrated approach to
conserve water and manage gro-
undwater in a sustainable manner.

Since water isastatesubject, the
proposed legislation willnot be bin-
ding on the states for adoption even
if it becomes a law through Parlia-
ment in duecourse. It will work as a
modelbillforthestates, givingthem
a framework to make local laws to
use and conserve water.

The 26-page drait says every
person hasa“righttosufficientqu-
antity of safe water for life” within
easy reach of the household re-
cardless of caste, creed, religion,
age, community, class, gender, dis-
ability, economic status, land ow-
nership and place of residence.

“The draft bill will go to the
Union Cabinet for itsapproval. On-
ce it gets the required nod, the

~ Union water resources ministry
. will introduce it in Parliament,”

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Te -pg ra say ever person has a
‘right to sufficient quantity of safe water' -

an official said but gave no time:
frame for its introduction. He ad-
ded, “We have already sought the
states’ opinion. The ministry will
take a call after analysing the sta-
tes’ views”.

Keeping various water disputes
in view, the draft bill proposes estab-
Jishing institutional arrangements.
at all levels within a state, and be-
yond up to an inter-state river-basin
level, to “obviate” disputes through
negotiations, conciliation or media-
tion before they becomeacute.ltalso
says that each river basin authority
will prepare a master plan— forthe
river basin under its jurisdiction —
comprising such information as
may be prescribed. “The master
plan, so prepared, will be reviewed
and updatedafterevery fiveyears af-
ter due consultation,” 1t says.

The “statement of objects and
reasons” of the draft bill, at the
same time, makes it clear that the
proposed legislation 1s “not inten-
ded to centralise water manage-
ment or to change Centre-state re-
lationsinanyway’.

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
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JALANDHAR, OCTOBER 11
Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar
today said the state will
soon adopt the Seechewal
model of cleaning water in
all its districts.

He said this after meet-
ing noted environmental-
ist Balbir Singh Seechewal
at his village. While wvisit-
ing the sewerage treat-
ment plant at Sultanpur
Lodhi, Khattar said the
country was in need of
such system, especially in
villages, where there was
no way for water exit.

Khattar also visited the
recharge plant at Sultan-
pur Lodha.

Haryana, like other states,
is also looking for ways 1o
preserve water and to
recharge it for repeated
use, Earlier, a team of the
Haryana Irrigation Depart-
ment and sewerage board
had visited Seechewal vil-
lage to study the water
management system.

Khattar spent around two
hours at Sultanpur Lodhi
and even visited the rallway
station to see the tree plana-
tion drive carried out by
Seechewal. Later, he visited
a gurdwara to pay obeisance.
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Haryana CM Manochar Lal Khattar and environmentalist Balblr Singh Seechewal at Seechewal
village in Jalandhar on Tuesday. TRIBUNE PHOTO
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East Delhi lakes to get a fresh lease of life

IMAKEOQVER Dehi govt revives trans-Yamuna board, major projects pending for a long time to be taken up again

Vibha Sharma

« vibha shama®hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Development of east
Delhi is Iikely to get a boost with
the Delhi government reviving
the Trans-Yamuna Area Devel-
opment Board.

Theboard meton September2
underthechairmanship of Fateh
Singh, AAP MLA f{rom
Mandoli village, todiscuss devel-
opment works.

The revival of the Shahdara
lake, Sanjay Vanlake and beauti-
fication of border areas are
among the major projects
planned for east Delhi.

“After the L-G’s approval, we
wilstartreviewing development
works mneast Delhi. We asked the
municipal corporation to submit
reports on major pending pro-
jects. After scrutiny, we will pro-
vide funds for these projects,”
said Singh.

On October 10, East Delhi
Municipal Corporation commis-
sioner called ameeting with sen-
10r officials and instructed them
toprepareadetailed statusreport
on projects to be sanctioned by

1
!
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the board.
“Thoughtheprojectforreviv-
ing the Shahdara Jheel and a
park on 62 acres of vacant land
(surrounding the lake) was

approved in 2012, it could not be

completed due to paucity of
funds,” said a EDMC official.
Inphasel, EDMC had spent R4
crore for reviving the lake and
fillingit withtreated water from
aneighbouring drain. A planta-
tiondrive wasalsocarried out.
Theprojectwasimplemented

ified.
SANJEEV VERMA/HT PHOTO

by the National Environmental
Research Institute (NERI), Pune,
using the ‘phytorid wastewater
treatment technology’.
Beautification work has also
been planned for Sanjay Lake.
The objectiveistodevelopthese
places as landmarks of East
Delhi, to be used as picnic spots.

THEBOARD

Formedin 1994 by the Delhi Gov-
ernment, the board played a vital
role in mfrastructure develop-

built in the area surrounding it.

ment and planned growth of
trans-Yamuna localities.

It wasthe main sourceof fund-
ing formunicipal projects. It used
tosanction 380 croreannually for
developmental works. In 2013, the
AAPgovernmentdishanded the
board as the party was keen on
1mplementing the Delhi Nagar
SwarajBill that allowed citizens
to approve such projects.

As a result, the EDMC can-
celled all major projects sanc-
tioned by the body. Projectssuch

SANJEEY VERMA/HT PHOTO

as redevelopment of the lake
areas and construction of com-
munity centres, schools, dispen-
saries were cancelled.

Arvinder Singh Lovely,
former member of the Yamuna
board said, “It was an immature
decision todissolve the board. It
had doneconsiderable work and
changed the face of east Delhi,
including construction of
bridges, rail under bridges and
projects related tothe Common
Wealth Games.”
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ENVIRONMENT CONCERNS

Yamuna ghats will take two days to

. Parts of idols, cloth, earthenware and other materials could be seen floating in the shallow part at ma
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NEW DELHI: Remnants of idols
and other ofterings re-
8 mained on the banks of the
Yamuna on Wednesday, a
day after devotees 1m-
mersed figurines of god-
dess Durga into the river.

Devotees marked the end
s of Durga Puja celebrations
by immersing the idols and
other prayer materials into
~ the river on Tuesday. As per
an order of the National
Green Tribunal, the immer-

g sion was supposed to take
place at designated sites,
with a shallow part of the
bank cordoned off for the
purpose. The NGT had also
ruled that idols and other
offerings had to be removed
from the bank and disposed
elsewhere in order to re-
duce pollution in the al-

REMAINS OF THE DAY: The scene at the banks of the Yamuna on Wedn_eéday, a d'ay after Durga Puja celebrations. At right, Civil Defence v
members of the municipal corporation and the Irrigation and Flood Control Department clearing Haathi Ghat. — PHOTOS: R. V. MOORTHY & SPEC

ready-filthy river.
Manoj Misra, the con-

venor of the Yamuna Jiye

Abhiyaan, said the authorit-
ies were- supposed to pre-
pare the ghats with bamboo

curtains to prevent people

and idols from wading too
far into the water.

“The idols are supposed
to be removed immediately
and the municipal corpora-
tions were supposed to
clean the ghats quickly as
well” said Mr. Misra.

However, parts of idols,
cloth, earthenware and
other materials could be
seen floating in the shallow
part of bank at many ghats
on Wednesday.

At Qudsia ghat near ISBT
Kashmere Gate, clay and
plaster portions of the idols

- had fallen off into the water,

leaving the straw structure
standing. Rag-pickers were

(

Since devotees were
still immersing idols
on Wednesday, the
cleaning of the ghats
will take two days

Rupesh Thakur
District Magistrate, Central Delhi

‘transporting

seen looking for anything

valuable in the litter. The
situation was a bit better at
ITO, though some materials
were seen floating in the
river.

Rupesh Thakur, the Dis-
trict Magistrate of Central
Delhi, which has four popu-

lar ghats in its jurisdiction,

said since devotees were
still immersing idols on

Wednesday, the cleaning of

the ghats would take two
days.

At Haathi Ghat near ITO,
Mr. Thakur said teams com-
prising Civil Defence vol-
unteers, sanitation workers
of the South Delhi
Municipal Corporation and
staff of the Irrigation and
Flood Control Department
of the Delhi government
had started a cleanliness
drive.

Workers of the municipal
corporation and Civil De-
fence volunteers would
clean the banks of the river,
while staff of the Irrigation
and Flood Control Depart-
ment would use boats to
fish out materials from the
river  On  Wednesday,
municipal workers were
leftover
materials to dumping sites.
He said all the ghats would
be cleared of puja materials
by Thursday evening.
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JOHNSON TA
BENGALURU, OCTOBER 12

IN THE run-up to a meeting with
CMs of Maharashtra and Goa for
resolution of the Mahadayi river
dispute, Karnataka CM Siddara-
maiah has convened an all-party
meeting on October 19, two days
before the CMs meet.

The three states have agreed
to hold negotiations to resolve
\ water sharing issues based on a
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suggestion made by Mahadayi
Water Disputes Tribunal in July.
The matter was taken to the
the tribunal by Goa after Karn-
ataka in 2006 began work onthe
Kalasa-Banduri canal system to
divert water from Mahadayi trib-
utaries for drinking water pur-
poses in north Karnataka. Karmn-
ataka wants 7.56 TMC of water
from Mahadayi river to meet de-
mands for drinking water in the
northern districts of Belgaum,
Dharwad, Gadag and Bagalkot.

Goa argued before the tribu- \%snon,

nal that the project would cause
immense ecological damage in
the state, since the river supports
the fragile ecosystem in areas
protected for wildlife. |
Inaninterim order on july 27,
the tribunal rejected Karnataka's
pleafor usage of 7.56 TMC of wa-
ter from the river. It, however,
suggested a resolution of the
matter through negotiations
among the three riparian states.
Based on the tribunal’s sug-

Karn ataka calls all-party meet on Mahadayl water row

taka’s CongressCM
on September 5 wrote to the BJP
CMs of Goa and Maharashtra,
seeking cooperation in holding
talks on the issue. While Mahar-
ashtraCM Devendra Fadnavis ag-
reed to host the meeting, GoaCM
Laxmikant Parsekar held an ali-
party meet earlier this week and
decided tg attend the CMs’ meet.

Karmnataka's Congress govermn-
ment has been rallying support
for Mahadayi water for north
Karnataka, which is seen as a BJP

\

stronghold. The region witnessed
a protest last year by farmers de-
manding implementation of the
Kalasa-Banduri project.

“The agitation by the farmers,
which has been peaceful so far,
might escalate...In view of the
evolving dire situation, I request
you once again to consider con-
vening an inter-state meeting of
all threeriparian states attheear-
liest,” Siddaramaiah had saidina
letter to PM Narendra Modi in
August.
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Cheap paintS; thermocol

pose threat to Yamuna

Jasjeev.Gandhiok
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: With hundreds
of Puja committees reaching
the ghats for idol immersion
on Vijaydashami, checking
the pollution level in the Ya-
muna remained a challenge
for agencies.

While the number of idols
made of plaster of Paris(PoP)
had gone down considerably

- thisyear, cheap paints contai-

ning heavy metals and deco-
rative items wrapped around
the idols were posing a major
threat to the ecology of therl-
ver. It seems some Puja com-
mittees did not pay heed to In-
structions issued by the Cen-
tral Pollution Control Board.

Specific collection points
were set upon all ghats where
non-biodegradable items co-
uld be dumped before immer-
sion. “PoP usage has gone do-
wn considerably and most
idols are made from clay. We
have set up designated areas
where materials used on the
idols can be taken off and col-
lected,” said Subhankar Ch-
atterjee, joint secretary of the
South Delhi immersion com-
mittee at Kalindi Kunj Ghat.

There were close to 150
pandals registered with the
joint immersion committee
at Kalindi Kunj Ghat alone.
Over 50 civil defence volunte-
ers were stationed to monitor
what materials were goingin-
totheriver. |

“We are keeping a close
eye on polluting agents. Any
paint that is leaving colour or
appears to be harmful 1s be-

ing checked thoroughly,” ad-

ded Chatterjee.
According to guidelines

issued by the central and sta-

te pollution control agencies,
idols need to be made from
biodegradable materials.
The rules say that only water
soluble paint and dyes should

Photos: Prem Bisht
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nay heed to instructions issued by Central Pollution Contro! Board

cess. It is'also mandatory to
remove decorative materials
hefore immersing the idols in
theriver.

Data collected by Delhi
Pollution Control Committee
1ast month showed a biologi-
cal oxygen demand (BOD) of
26 mg/1 at Qudesia Ghat and
20 mg/] at I'TO bridge. DPCC
is once again conducting a
study of the water quality at
13 different ghats post immer-
sion. This time, BOD 1s expec-
ted to be higher with the amo-
unt of heavy metals and non-
biodegradable items being
added totheriver. The BOD of
any healthy waterbody sho-

“We haveissued the guide-
lines as adviosory. All ghats
will be monitored to ensure
that pollution is reduced In
theriver,” said a senior CPCB
official.

Toxics Link, an environ-
mental NGO, claims that usa-
ge of cheap paints laden with
heavy metals has remained a
source of pollution in the Ya-
muna. “While PoP idols have
gone down, cheap paints
are still being used. Thermo-
col and other items used
for decorations alsoend up in
the river, which are extreme-
ly harmful,” said Satish Sin-
ha, associate director at Tox-

d : beused for the colouring pro- uld be3mg/l. ics Link.
anan | Anan

S Wy, PR



NEW - ] . ' . ‘
S ltemlletter/artlcleleditorial pUbllShEd on ‘ 0 n the
Hindustan limes - ] H . M. | Cl “ton ClE
» a r '

Thf-:: Times of India (N.D.)
Indian Express |
Tribune

Hindustan (Hindi)

and documented at Bhagira

Gangacanal
Deki won't be hit

Punjab Keshari (Hindi)

The Hindy

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi

Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald

closed, DJB

HARIDWAR: Parts of National Cap-

ital Region towns are likely to
face water shortage in the com-
ing days with the Upper Ganga
Canal being closed for annual

repairs till November 10.
- TheUpper Gangacanalisthe

lifeline for western Uttar Pra-
desh and Delhi-NCR as it pro-
vides irrigation and,drinking

. water to these areas; Delhi gets

3
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1,000 cusec water from the canal.

TheDelhi Jal Board, however,
said the capital won’t be affected.
“There will be no impact on
watersupplyinthecity asitisan
annual maintenance exercise.
UP and Haryana governments
havean official arrangementfor
such exigencies. The Haryana
government has already
released 650 Cusecs water,” said

RS Tyagi, member (water sup-

ply), Dethi Jal Board. |
“The canal has been closed for
maintenance and removing silt

till Nov 10. Minimumwater sup-

ply will be maintained at Harki
Pauri for devotees who cometo

takeaholydip at Haridwar,” told

Sushil Kumar Yadav, SDO, UP
irrigation department.
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Wazirabad-Fatehpur Jat i%amuna

taxi project on the fast track

NEw DELH: The ambitious
Yamuna Water Taxi project
to ferry tourists from
Wazirabad to Fatehpur Jat in

the Capital coveringa 16-km

distance may gain moO-
mentum soon as the govern-
ment is evaluating five bids

for operating the service.

The project, which is one
of the priority projects of
Road Transport and High-
ways Mini Nitin
Gadkari, may .shorten the
travel time between Wazira-
bad to Fatehpur Jat from 3.5
hours to 45 minutes.

Five bids received

“Expression of interest
was. issued for operators to
run vessels on the Yamuna

| and five bids were received

which are under evalu-
ation,” an official said.
The Inland Waterways

Authority of India (TWAD),

Green Tribunal (NGT) for
the project in view of the
ban imposed on CONStruc-
tion activities and the hear-
ing in the case is scheduled
on October 19, the official
said.

r ——

PRIORITY PROJECT: The ambitious proiect seeks to ferry tourists
from Wazirabad to Fatehpur Jat inthe Capital, coveringa .
distance of 16 km. — FILE PHOTO

Detailed project report
for the 16-km-long Yamuna
Taxi Project for operating

tourist vessels/ ferry ser-
vices on the Yamuna from

Wazirabad to Fatehpur Jat
stretch was prepared by

Kitco in September this
year. | |
'Tenders

Accordingly, tenders

were issued for design and
construction of three pas-
senger vessels, construction

of floating jetties at terminal

points and dredging and
provision of navigational
aids for farrway de-
velopment, the official

the agency 1S

added. .

The due date for tenders
is October 24. Meanwhile, a
letter has been issued to the
Delhi government for sign-
ing of memorandum of un-
derstanding for the State
support agreement.

Last week, TWAI chair-
man Amitabh Verma said
looking at
Yamuna very closely and
has worked out and. sur-
veyed the 16 km stretch.

“1 believe by December
you would see construction
and dredging activities... We
have filed application with
the NGT seeking their per-
mission,” he said. PT1
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DAY AFTER Locals help remove idol debrls pollution body report today
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NEW DELHI: They share a symbi-
otic relationship with .the
Yamuna. The debris thrown in
theriver, especially after the fes-
tivals in which idols are
immersed, provide material to
the scavengers living in nearby
slums. Theriver, in the process,
gets rid of some of its pollutants.

A day after Durga Puja idol
immersion, scoresof scavengers
reached the Yamuna ghats on
Wednesday to sift through the
idols for firewood, glass, pieces of
iron and fabric.

The Delhi Pollution Control
Committee vowed to quantify
the impact ofidolimmersions on
theriver by conducting pre- and
post-immersion water quality
tests this year. But, officials were
not seen at the sites.

A Anbarasu, the divisional
commissioner and revenue sec-
retary of Delhi, said he was still
waitingfor theresults. “Astoday
(Wednesday) is a holiday, I
expect I will have the results of
the tests conducted by the DPCC
by noonon Thursday,” he said.

Water quality of the Yamuna,
considered one of the most pol-
luted rivers in India, deterio-
rates after immersion. Histori-
cally, after festivals thatinvolve
idol immersion, levels of dis-

" solved oxygen, biological oxygen

demand, chemical oxygen
demand and the total suspended
solidsin theriver areall affected.

For Lala Chaudhury and his
wife, scouring for useable debris
isayearlyritual. They said they
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- Local residents sift through the remains of Durga idols In Yamuna

near ISBT on Wednesday.

will be reinforcing their huts
with the bamboo they had col-
lected this year. “Every year,
after the visarjan (immersions),
we collect wood from the rivers.
This year, it will help us
strengthen our houses,” hesaid
at the Kashmere Gate ghat.

“Thisisalsoourfoodinaway.
We use some of the timber we
find asfirewood.”

Scavengers like Choudhury
help collect and remove some
debris from the river. They are
usually on the lookout for wood
or bamboo shoots or scrap like
metals and glass.

Anwari, afirst-time visitor to
the banks, said she had come
from across the river to-find
wood suitable tobuild huts. “We
can only make makeshift huts
with these bits of wood and bam-
boo,” she said. “It is still better
than nothing, right? Intheproc-

RAVI CHOUDHARY/HT PHOTO

ess, if we end up cleaning some
dirtintheriver,isn’tthatgood?”

Some others look for scrap
that they could possibly sellfora
profit. “We usually find bits of
iron, glass, earthen pots, and bits

‘__ of fabric, that we can sell to the

scrap dealer for some money,”
said Sadanand, another scaven-
ger at the Kashmere Gate ghat.
“We help remove a lot of the
garbage thatfloats around here:
We collect the materials wedon'’t
find useful and heap it together,
making it easier for the authori-
tiestoclean up,” said Sadanand.
Sadanand, who visits the vis-
arjan sites every year in search
of scrap, said this year the pollu-
tion seems to be less than usual.
“Many people had already
removed the bad [non-biode-
gradable] things, that won’tdis-
solvein water, beforeimmersing
theidolin theriver,” he said.
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Not so ideal worship:

K

Jasjeev.Gandhiok
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: With the Vijaya-
dashmi festivities over, envi-
ronmentalists are counting
their losses. Indeed, a visit to
several ghats across the capl-
tal on Wednesday presented a
sorry picture, what with the
vast expanse littered withflo-
wers, ‘pujasamagri’ andresi-
dues of decorative pieces.
Following an order from
the National Green Tribunal,
this year saw a vast reduction

“in the use of plaster of Paris

in idols. However, puja lefto-
vers and waste continue to
chokethe Yamuna. Asaregu-
latory step, the Delhi Pollu-
tion Control Committee will
now analyse the quality of
water in the river and compa-
re the toxic levels with the

pre-immersion period.

Theagency willalsocheck
the dissolved oxygen levels at
severalmajor points inthe Ya-
muna. The test results are ex-
pected to be in by the wee-
kend, a DPCC official said.

The immersions are lik-

ely to have an adverse impact

THAT SINKING FEELING: Pollution control agencie

B S

on the biological oxygen de-
mand levels in the Yamuna
severely. Oxygen consumed
in the decomposition process
robs other aquatic orga-

nisms of the oxygen they ne-

ed tolive. *
While readings at points
like Qudsia Ghat (26 mg/1)

A city-based NGO has
started an initiative

to collect flowers

after immersion for
recycling. nthe
process, it has given
gainful employment to
over 150 disabled kids

and ITO Bridge (20 mg/1) we-
re already high before the fes-
tivities began, they are ex-
pected to rise further post-
immersion. The BOD of any
water body should be 3 mg/1
or below.

Taking cognizance of the
enormity of the task at hand,
several NGOs and volunteers
have taken it upon themsel-
ves to combat the rising pol-

s will now analyse the toxic level in Yamuna water

ste chokes river
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Iution levels in the Yamuna.
Society for Child Develop-
ment (SFCD), a city-based
NGO, has started a unique

initiative to collect flowers |

and waste generated during
immersion for recycling. In
the process, the scheme, tit-
led ‘trash for cash’, has provi-
ded gainful employment to
over 150 disabled chiidren.

Over the last few days, the
SFCD volunteers could be se-
en collecting flowers from
pandals and ghats across the
city — these will be converted
into eco-friendly colours for
Holi. The volunteers will ca-
refully grind these to extract
colours, which canbeusedfor
rangoli or as dyes. Flowers
that are beyond retrieval will
end up in composting pits.

Dr Madhumita Puri, an

" activist who’s heading the

initiative, says: “Once the ce-
lebrations are over, devotees
often leave the flowers be-
hind, not only dirtying theri-
ver but also causing enormo-
us waste. Qur effort aims to
salvage the situation and, at

the same time, provide emp-

loyment tothe disabl:_eg. ”
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