Central Water Commission
} Technical Documentation Directorate
é/ - -Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section

hkkkkkk

e e WestBiock Il, Wing No-5
R K Puram, New Delhi - 66.

. Dated y; ,
Subject: Submission of News Clippings. | e ) 5 ° / / ’ o? O / %

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of. cllpplngs have also been uploaded on

the CWC website.
N1 l T
SPA (Pubhmty)

‘Encl: As stated above.

Deputy Direbto/r JPMCa(tion) j‘"

ST

N

For information of Chairman &Member (WP&P/D&R/R.M.), CWC and all concerned,
uploaded at www cwc nic.in

.'K:» . K Q/
oo *

4
Covering L., YIS



Hinde
then Fairikz
Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Heral

& Publicity

v taseew it

eenor (Hind

(Findi)

side of Yamuna that’s not polluted

AMariyam Alavi
« anuveeti alavi@htive.com

NEWDELHI: The mental image most
people hold of the river Yamuna
inDelhiisthat ofa foul-smelling
drain full of inky, stagnant water.

However, on Saturday mom-
ing,at Palla village in north west
Delhi, 16 participants ofthe Delhi
Walk Festival experienced a dif-
ferentside of the rivér. This side
consisted of a cleaner Yamuna
that would have been more blue
had it not been for the overcast
duetothemorning smog. A faint
outlineoftheriverbed was visible
under the clearer water, Differ-
ent birds, from storks to geese,
flocked tothefloodplains. Farm-
ers cultivate produce on the
highly fertile floodplains.

“Try smelling the water. Put
your hand in, scoop it out, and
sniffit. It won’t smell bad,” said
Shashank Shekhar, a geologist
‘rom Delhi University, during a
soatrideacrosstheriver.

This ‘cleanside’ of the river lies
justabout 34 km from India Gate,
‘heheartofthecity.

Pallavillage, about 13km from
Narela, marks the entry point of
theriver in the Nationa} Capital
Territory. It is one of the only
stretches of the river in the'city
‘hatisnotheavily contaminated.

This changes once the river
hits Wazirabad. Heretheriver is
pumped with thecity’s sewage, as
itisblocked by abarrage, imped-
ingitsflow which is essential for
theriver’'sself-filteringsystem. It
doesnothelpthat 18drains pump
sewageand industrial wasteinto
the river as well, according to
reports by the Central Pollution
Control Board.

Ataround8amon Sunday, the
group, led by physics professor
and conservationist Vikram
Soni, and Shekhar, drove from
the VishwavidyalayaMetro Sta-
tion to the floodplains at Palla.
They walked across farms, to
reach the riverbed that was dry
due to the seasonal retreat and
tookaboatrideacrosstheriver.

Thesefloodplains haveahigh
level of groundwater that cannat-
urally replenish itself. Suman
Kumar, a PhD student working
with Shekhar, had conducted his
doctoral research in the area to
find out how soon the groundwa-
ter could be revived naturally,
especially considering the pres-
enceoftubewellsaround thearea
that help quench the thirst of
many in Delhi.

“I found that water being
pumped for eight hours a day is
ideal (for replenishment of the
river).Intimes of emergencies, it
could even be pumped for over 40
hours continuously,” hesaid.

However, according to Soni,
neglect and harmful human
activities have put these flood-
plains at risk. “If the floodplains
ofalltheriversaretaken careof,
we can easily get water for 500 cit-
ies in the country. Sadly, we are
killing it off. It (the water from
floodplains) is non-invasive and
has perennial potential, but it is
nutbeirgutilised except partially
inLell,” said Soni.

EvenatPalla, thereare troub-
ling trends. According to locals,
the river is getting polluted by
industrial waste from neighbour-
ingPanipat and Sonipat areas.

“Around 10-12 years ago, you
could see theriverbed under the
clear water. It is no longer that
clear. We have even stopped bath-
ingintheriver now. Thereareso
much chemicals, that the fish
sometimes die before we can
catchit,” said 35-year-old Vikrant
Chauhan,afarmerinthearea.

A major attraction was also
supposed tobeariverisland that
oneneeded totraverseachannel
to get to. However, on Saturday,
the channelhad dried up.“Thisis
firsttimeIhave seen the channel
dried up. Otherwiseit usually has
some water throughout the
year,” said Sandeep Chauhan, 30,
anotherfarmerinthearea.

= Participants along the bank of river during the Delhi Walk Festival near Palla village on Saturday morning.

- Alook at the cleaner
3. side of Yamuna

“é\ Palla village marks the entry point of the Yamuna in Delhi. The
residents here see a cleaner side of the river. The river north of
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The total fength of :
Yamuna's stretch in ;
Dethi — from 3
Palla to Jaitpur j

The 15km of
‘clean’ Yamuna
B Yamuna enters Delhi from Palla.

From here to Wazirabad, it is
relatively clean

® This is the only stretch in Delhi
that meets most pollution norms
& Palla is the only point of the |
Yamuna in Dethi, which can |
support aquatic life !
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® From Wazirabad, Yamuna lacks
enough oxygen to support life

f Wazirabad is the only stretch in Delhi that can support aquatic life.
/ -

| ®67% of this pollution is from the
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The 22km where
it goes bad

® Downstream of Wazirabad, the
Yamuna gets heavily polluted

& The stretch from Wazirabad to
Okhla is 2% of Yamuna's length

B The river receives around 74%
of its pollution in this stretch

® This is mainly because of the 18
drains that join Yamuna

Najafgarh and Dethi Gate drains
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