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e A cyclone barrelled into the southeast coast on Monday,
trees as authorities moved tens of thousands of people from low-lying areas. »P8

140krnd-| roaring wind batters densely populated southeast
coast, uprooting trees, toppling cars and bringing

down electricity pylons

(87mph)

16,000 people

were moved to more than 400
relief shelters across Tamil
Nadu and Andhra Pradesh

30 diving teams

as well as Navy ships and aircraft
on standby to help move people
and deliver aid if needed

killing at least four and bringing down

V SRINIVASULU/HT

m Flights at Chennali airport
cancelled, railway services
suspended, and schools and
colleges closed

= Fishermen warned not to go
into sea for next 36 hours

s Cyclone may reach Karnataka
on Tuesday and pass through
south Goa on Wednesday.
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on Sunday following the cyclone alert. — PHOTO: PTI .

The government also 1s-
sued an advisory to private.
undertakings and establish-
ments to permit their staft
to avail of a holiday or to
work from home. |
~ “Due to the storm surge,
the seas are expected to be
rough and the tidal wave

“will be 1 m higher than nor-

mal. Fishermen have been

warned not to venture out
nto the sea,” he said. Na-
tional Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) and State
Disaster Response Force
teams have been stationed
at Chennai, Tiruvallur and
Kancheepuram districts as
a precautionary measure.

Andhra Pradesh on alert

The Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment remained on high
alert, monitoring the pro-
gress of cyclone Vardah
with real-time updates
from the Indian Space Re-
search Organisation
(ISRO), even as the system
changed course towards the
northern Tamil Nadu coast.

‘Its initial track forecast

landfall between East Go-

~ davari (Kakinada) and Nel-

lore districts.

The government has
been tapping into ISRO’s
data following an under-
standing reached with the
agency earlier this year for
weather forecasting

Naidu meets ISRO team

Chief  Minister  N.

Chandrababu Naidu, who
~amecallad hic Dithal ViSit to

Rain is expected

to continue till.
 Tuesday morning
over Chennai and

nearby districts

monitor the likely impact of .

Vardah, held a meeting with
ISRO scientists on
Saturday.

According to official
sources, the State govern-
ment is getting inputs from
the ISRO through its Na-
tional Remote Sensing Cen-
tre and other wings round
the clock.

Contingency plan

Later in a teleconference,
Mr. Naidu told officials of
various departments that
the cyclone could cross the
coast between Sriharikota

“and Chennai by Monday

evening and trigger heavy
rains in Chittoor, Kadapa
and Nellore districts. He
called upon the heads of de-
partments to be prepared to
face the contingency by
drawing on their expe-
rience during Cyclone
Hudhud two years ago.

NDRF teams have been

deployed in Sullurpet and

Tada in Nellore district.
Four IAS officers —
Mukesh Kumar Meena, B.
Sridhar, M. Ravi Chandra
and Ram Gopal — have
been deputed as special
officers to Prakasam, Nel-
lore, Chittoor and Kadapa
to handle the situation.
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Four killed as Cyclone
Vardah wreaks havoc

NATURE’S FURY Transport, power supply hit as strong winds, rains lash TN. Andhra
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= Heavy rains lashed Chennai as cyclonic storm Vardah made landfall in the city on Monday afternoon.

KV Lakshmana, Aditya lyer and
Srinivasa Rao Apparasy
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CHENNAI/HYDERABAD: Cyclone
Vardah ripped through north
Tamil Nadu, including Chennai,
and south Andhra Pradesh at
wind speeds of up to 90kmph
on Monday, paralysing life and
leaving a trail of destruction in
its wake.

Four people were killed and
scores injured as the cyclone made
its way through large swathes.

At 3pm, Chennai and its sur-
rounding areas recorded wind
speeds of 120kmph accompanied

by heavy rainfall. Though there
was a lull in the evening, the Met
otfice advised citizens to remain
indoors until the storm wears out.

Chennai residents woke toa driz-
zle that soon turned into a down-
pour; accompanied by high-velocity
winds that uprooted trees, electric
poles, advertisement hoardings and
—-at some places - parapet walls of
buildings. Around 260 trees and 37
electricity poles were uprooted.

Vardah was expected to weaken
later in the day; before moving on
to interior Andhra Pradesh.

S Balachandran, director

of the India Meteorological

Department’s regional cyclone

warning centre, said the size of
the cyclone was estimated at 700
km - with the eye of the storm
measuring 15km in diameter
Seven teams of the National
Disaster Response Force, along
with six army columns and a
number of staterescue personnel,
were deployed to provide relief to
affected people. |
Power minister Thangamani
sald electricity supply at many
parts was disrupted, but it would
be restored by Tuesday morning.

Over 16,000 people were moved -

to more than 400.relief shelters
across the two states.

Transportation in Chennai and
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surrounding districts was affected
after train and air services were
halted. While take-offs and landings
at Chennai airport had to be put
off, authorities suspended subur-
ban railway services and diverted
long-distance trains toother routes,
The cyclone wreaked havoc in
neighbouring Andhra Pradesh,
especially Nellore and Chittoor
districts. Heavy rain lashed sev-
eral parts of both districts. High
velocity winds of up to 110kmph
blew away roofs of thousands
of huts, and uprooted trees as
well as electric poles. All flights
from Hyderabad to Chennai and
Tirupati were also postponed.
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A view of

snowfall on Sunday. pTi

Rain, snowfall break
dry spell in Kashmir

- The minimum tempera- mm !
| | of rainfall followed b
o t}lllre improved byseveral ~ 61mmin Kokernag areayof
otchesin Kashmir,aslight  south Kashmir,” the official
:ﬁm and snowfall occurredon  said. | '
e intervening night of Sat- He said the minis
' inimum
uthrg?ly anld fSi‘.unnziely,, breaking  temperature in Srinagar
b ea]rly ve-month long rose by five degrees to settle
dr gr?; frm the state, DHNS at 0.5 degrees Celsius
I‘)‘Th om Smagar. against the previous night's
] ere was light snowfall  minus 4.5 degrees, which
;1; infeal 1111135511‘ erezl\.ches afnfl1 was the coldest night of the
| plains of the season. The ski resort of Gul-
Easklllmlr Valley during the marg in north Kashmir wmnr:-stls;,l
ﬁ::%a]t; EildMEt department of- the only recorded place in
al :;lu . | Kashmir where mercury lev-
| ulmarg received 1.4 els settled below freezing
- nmnii1 inoﬁali{dunng the point, he said
ight, while Kupwara town Guimar '
| | grecorded alo
; received the highest —18.4  of minus 2 degrees Celsiuzi

b
|

CHENNAI/AMARAVATI:
severe cyclonic storm Var
will make a landfall between
north Tamil Nadu and south
Andhra Pradesh on Monday.

Both the coastal states have
putinplacea number of meas-

ures to deal with the storm.
Tamil Nadu has announced a

holiday for educational institu-
tions in four districts.
The Regional Meteorologl-
| calCentre said Vardah lay cen-
tred at 330 km east of Chennal
at 2.30 am on Sunday and
would move. westwards, and
make landfall between north
| Tamil Nadu and south Andhra
| Pradesh coasts by Monday
afternoon. -
Under its impact, rain will
start on Sunday night and grad-
| ually increase on Monday in
" the northern districts of Chen-

MUéhai oad COHEng‘?R;. Tt __ %
. . o jouri and Poon
the Jammu region with Shopian, which received fresﬁh in

TN, hAP brace fo

The nai,
dah uram, said Director of Area
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Tiruvallur and Kancheep-

Cyclone Warning
§ Balachandran.

very heavy rainis likely in some
places in these districts, he said, °
adding strong winds could gust

up to 80-90 kph.
The sea would be rough, he

said, and asked fishermen not
to venture into the waters for
the next 48 hours. |

Chief Minister O Pannecr-
<elvam held a meeting with the
Tamil Nadu State Disaster
Management Authority, which
also asked the armed forces to
be on standby.

A holiday has been declared
for educational institutions in
Chennai, Kancheepuram and
Tiruvallur, besides the coastal

" DH— NI be

r'ilarda

“They should take necessary

steps for ensuring the safety of
Centre theirstudents, especially hostel

inmates, and their water and

Ramamohana Rao.
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minr-

ister N Chandrababu Naidure-
viewed the situation via a tele-
conference with collectors and
top officials.

He directed them to be alert

and undertake necessary Tes
cue and relief etforts in view of

the cyclone threat. Food and
other essential commodities
should be kept ready in ade-
quate quantities, he said.
“Take all steps

B

to prevent 1o
10ss of lives and to minimise PTI

h: schools closed

damages to crops and proper-
ty” Naidu told the officials.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment also asked private estab-
lishments and undertakings in
these districts and Viluppuram
10 allow their staffto availa hol-

iday or work from home.

Panneerselvam gave Instruc-
tions for the appointment ot
senior IAS officials as monitor-
ing officers for these districts
to oversee and monitor cy-
clone-related works, it said.

«Arrangements will be made
for evacuating people in lowly-
ing and vulnerable areas. Reliet
centres to be kept in readiness
along with necessary food, wa-
ter and other arrangements.

“The army, navy, air force and
coast guard have been alerted
be on standby,” it said.

¢ e [

tajuks of Viluppuram.
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ON THE RADAR

E Cyclone approaching Chennai (as
of 1739 IST, Dec.11). Source; IMD

338 dB/

® Cyclone Vardah with
strong winds likely to
cross North TN, and
south A.P. coasts, close

possibilities of heavy
rainfall upto 20 cm

#VLS- Very Severe Cycionic Storm;
o - Gyclonic Storm. D Depression
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STAFF REPORTER

CHENNAL: Cyclonic storm
Vardah is likely to make
iandfall by Monday af-
ternoon along north Tamil
Nadu and south Andhra
Pradesh coast, close to
Chennai, accompanied by
strong winds with speeds
of 80 to 90 kmph.

S. Balachandran, dir-
ector, Area Cyclone Warn-
ing Centre in Chennai, told
the media on Sunday the
rain would gradually in-
crease from the morning of
December 12 and was ex-
pected to last until the next
day in the northern dis-
tricts of Chennai, Tiruval-
lur and Kancheepuram.

Moderate rain
S.B.Thampi, Deputy Dir-

ector General of Meteoro-

logy, said most places along

north Tamil Nadu and
south Andhra Pradesh
coasts would get light to
moderate rain with possib-
ilities of heavy rainfall of up
to 20 cm as the system
makes landfall. “During
landfall on Monday, Chen-
nai, Tiruvallur, Kanchee-
puram and Puducherry will
get rain and once the sys-
tem crosses, Vellore and
Dharmapuri will begin to
get rain,” he said.

Tamil Nadu  Chief
Minister O. Panneerselvam
chaired a meeting in the
Secretariat on Sunday to re-
view the preparations by
government agencies.
Schools and colleges in
Kancheepuram, Tiruvallur,

Villupuram and Cuddalore

districts will be closed on
Monday.

B CONTINUED ONFAGE 12
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A man runs for safety as an uprooted tree blocks the road during heavy rainfall triggered by Cyclone Vardah in Chennai on Monday. T

4die as Cycdone Vardah pounds Chennai

S e L

' CHENNAI/AMRAWATI, DEC 12 engaged in rescue efforts.

Cyclonic storm Vardah, the
most intense to have hit the
Tamil Nadu capital in two
decades, claimed four hives,
flattened homes, snapped
power, communication lines
and threw into disarray rail,
road and air traffic as it
crossed the coast here,
pounding Chennai, Tiruval-
ur and Kanchipuram with
“heavy rain and squall. -

W HUY upraoted-trees, tore off
" hoarslings and toppled cars.

~ Two fishermen have report-
edly gone missing off the

.2 ¥housands of people had to

PAKISTAN NAM

B Vardah, an Urdu word for rose, is the name provided by Pakistan in
the nomenclature list for cyclones followed by events in the indian
Ocean Region — the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal

B Names are decided by eight countries — india, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Maldives, Myanmar, Oman, Sri Lanka and Thailand

— of the region

—p—

Andhra Pradesh coast In
Kakinada and the Coast
Guard has deployed a ship
for search and rescue opera-
tions. "Though no major loss
of life or property has been
reported from  Andhra
Pradesh so far, heavy rain
lashed Chittoor and SPS Nel-
lore district.

Public transport cameto a

standstill in Chennai with
buses and suburban trains
suspended and airport
shut. Rail, road and air traf-
fie were likely to be
restored by tomorrow. Most
commercial establish-
ments downed shutters 1n
Chennai, Tiruvallur and

Kancheepuram districts.
“After 1994, this 1s the first

very severe cyclonic storm to
hit Chennai coast. The storm
has completely crossed the
coast as expected (this
evening),” said a senior Met
Official here. Civic workers
used handheld battery-oper-
ated wood cutters to remove
hundreds of uprooted frees.
Personnel from the Nation-
al Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) and SDRF were
deployed for rescue work as

the Armywas put on standby.

A Home Ministry
spokesperson said in Delhi
that four persons were killed
in the storm in Tamil Nadu,
while six teams of the NDRF
and four of the SDRF were

About 8,000 persons from
low-lying areas in north
Chennai, Pazhaverkadu in
Tiruvallur district and wil-
lages off Mamallapuram, In
Kanchipuram district were
safely evacuated to 95 relief
shelters, officials said.

In Andhra, over 9,400 per-
sons living along the Bay of
Bengal were evacuated to
relief camps amid heavy

rain. The Met Department

said the intensity of wind
and rainfall would recede
after Vardah made landfall
near Chennai between 2.30
pm and 4.30 pm. — PT1
MORE REPORTS PAGE 7
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Cyclone Vardha to hit Andhra, TN today
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HYDERABAD/CHENNAI: The cyclon-
ic storm Vardha is likely tomake
landfall between Nellore 1n
Andhra Pradesh and Chennal
in Tamil Nadu by Monday after-
noon and cause heavy rainfall.
According to Cyclone
Warning Centre, Visakhapatnam,
the cyclonic storm lay centred
at around 390 km south-east
of Nellore and 330 km east of
Chennai by Sunday evening.
Under its influence, gale winds
with speed reaching 80 to 90 kmph
would hit Andhra in Prakasam,
Nellore and Tamil Nadu. Strong
surface wings from north-easterly
direction with speed reaching up
to 50 to 60 kmph would be there
aJong north coastal Andhra.
Heavy rains ranging from 15 to
20 cm are expected along the south
coastal Andhra and Rayalaseema
region, besides moderate rain-
fall in Prakasam, Guntur and
Anantapur. “We are gearing
up to face the situation even if
the rainfall is more than 20 km.
People from low-lying areas have
been evacuated to safer places and
fishermen have been prevented

from venturing into sea,” Nellore
Collector Mutyala Raju said.
Andhra Pradesh chief minis-
ter N Chandrababu Naidu held
a teleconference with the offi-
cials of the coastal districts and
asked them to be on high alert.
He asked the electricity depart-
ment to gear up to restore power
supply within hours in the event

of breakdown of power supply.
Meanwhile, schools and col- | 3
lege in Chennai will be closed | ¥}

on Monday and the Tamil Nadu !

- government has issued anadvi-
sory to private companies, rec-

ommending that their employees
stay home.

200 members of the National
Disaster Response Force have
been deploved to Chennali,
Thiruvallur, and Mamallapuram
to assist in any flood rescue
operations after the cyclone was
predicted to make landfall in the
northern parts of Tamil Nadu
on Monday evening. Rains are
expected to subside on Tuesday.

The Chennai Corporation has
also made several preparations,
including setting up several cen-
tralised control rooms and four
kitchens to cook and send out food
In an emergency.

-
......
........

- APPROACHING DISASTER

Disaster relief and meteorological authorities have
advised fishermen to stay away from the coast

T Severe cyclonic storm
AN Vardah over the Bay
T ODISHA ™ . of Bengal will make _
R RN landfall near Chennai on
S 7 Bayof Monday with windspeed of
e e 0 Bengal - nearly 40-50 kmph. Squally
EPRBT . ANDHRA ~ 1 winds and rough sea
" PRADESH conditions are expected
. 77 s Chennai along and off Andhra
NS Pradesh, north Tamil Nadu
"aa 3 NADU | . and Puducherry coasts.
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MAJOR CYCLONES IN THE PAST ALONG THE EAST COAST |

May 2016: Roanu October 2013: Phailin | May 2010: Laila
Tamil Nadu, Andhra, | Odisha, Andhra; Andhra, Tamil Nadu;
Odisha; 45 deaths in the two | 45 deaths in the |
no lives were lost states two states
October 2014: Hudhud | October 2012: Nilam | October 2010: Ja!
Andhra; Andhra, Tamil Nadu; | Tamil Nadu, Andhra;
61 deaths in the state | 65 deaths in the two | 55 deaths
November 2013: Lehar| States November 2008:
Andbhra; December 2011 Nisha
no reported deaths Thane ) Tamg Nady; X

: Tamil Nadu, Andhra; | 189 deaths in the
:lf Ide:aﬁ?f hra; 48 deaths state
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