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But Western Disturbance Will Start Weakening In 24 Hours
It was a rainy Saturday much like Friday . Delhiites woke up to a hailstorm and there was a chill in the air
throughout the day .

According to the Met office, the maximum temperature on Friday was 31 degrees Celsius and the minimum
was a pleasant 18.5. The Safdarjung observatory recorded 9.1mm rainfall received in the last 24 hours. More
rainfall is expected on Sunday afternoon and evening.

It started raining early in the morning on Saturday. The Met office attributed the raina fall to an active western
dissturbance over Jammu and Kashmir and its induced cyclonic circulation over west Rajasthan and adjoining
Punjab region. By early afternoon, it stopped raining in most parts of the city except for some regions.

“On Sunday , one can expect a cloudy sky and thunderstorm with rain is very likely to occur towards
afternoonevening. We expect a mist in the morning as well.The maximum and minimum temperature will be
around 27 and 15 degrees Celsius,“ said a Met official.

Sporadic rain and strong winds were reported in the evening. “The western dis turbance will bring rain and
snowfall in most places over the western Himalayan region till Sunday . Rain and thundershowers will also
occur at most places over the plains of northwest India during the same period. Central India will be affected a
little later, where some places will witness rain and thundershowers from Saturday to Monday,“ said a Met
official.

The western disturbance is expected to start weakening by Sunday afternoon and will be weakened
significantly by Monday .
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Centre plans 50,000 km of waterways nationwide
Gadkari says government will raise around Rs. 70,000 crore to develop sea, river fronts

The government is looking to harness the country’s 50,000 kilometres of sea and river fronts as waterways and mulling over innovative ways
to raise around Rs. 70,000 crore to develop these stretches in the first phase, Union Minister Nitin Gadkari said.

Parliament, by passing the crucial bill to declare 111 rivers across the country into National Waterways last week, has paved the way for
development of these stretches as transport carriers. So far, only five of the river stretches had been declared as National Waterways.

“India has its unique advantage. Its 14 States are bestowed with 7,500 kilometres of coastline with 14,500 km of potentially navigable
waterways. In addition, 116 rivers across the country provide 35,000 kilometres of navigable stretches.

“In total, we have about 50,000 km of waterways, which on development will change the face of India,” said the Road Transport, Highways
and Shipping Minister.

Besides budgetary support, multilateral funds, public­private­partnership and market borrowing would be explored. Access to funds like
National Clean Energy Fund (NCEF) and Central Road Fund (CRF) would also be required because of environment benefit of IWT, he said.

Logistics cost

Mr. Gadkari said by promoting water transport, logistics cost, which was 18 per cent in India as compared to barely 8­10 per cent in China
and 10­12 per cent in European countries, would come down significantly.

The reforms in the sector would be visible in a few years, he said. Water transport was not only environment­friendly but also much cheaper,
he said. It would cost Rs. 1.5 a km to carry cargo by road and Re. 1 by rail. Through waterways, the cost would be a mere 25 paise a km. — PTI
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Kejriwal seeks Sri Sri’s help to clean Yamuna
Staff Reporter

The Hindu

Kejriwal said the river could be cleaned if the spiritual guru himself took the initiative

Days after the National Green Tribunal asked the Art of Living (AoL) foundation to pay Rs. 5 crore as environmental compensation to
organise the World Culture Festival on the fragile floodplains of polluted Yamuna river, Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal on Sunday
sought the help of AoL founder Sri Sri Ravi Shankar in cleaning the river.

Speaking on the concluding day of the three­day extravaganza that witnessed performers and audience of more than 100 countries coming
together, Mr. Kejriwal said the river could be cleaned if the spiritual guru himself took the initiative.

“We are sitting along the banks of the Yamuna. We have taken several initiatives for cleaning it. If Guruji takes a little initiative ... Several
governments need to come together to keep the Yamuna clean. The Delhi government and the Centre and many of its ministries need to come
together [for this],” Mr. Kejriwal said.
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Haryana parties oppose Punjab Bill on SYL Canal
All political parties, except the Congress in Haryana, on Saturday met Governor Kaptan Singh Solanki urging him not to give his assent to a
Bill being brought by Punjab to de­notify the land for construction of Sutlej­Yamuna Link (SYL) Canal.

An all­party meeting was called by the Haryana government to discuss the SYL and the Jat reservation issues here which was attended among
others by the representatives of the ruling BJP, the Opposition Indian National Lok Dal (INLD), Haryana Janhit Congress­BL and Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD). The Congress boycotted the meet.

‘Bill is not right’

The meeting, chaired by Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar unanimously adopted a resolution which was submitted to the Governor as a
memorandum. Mr. Solanki is the Governor of Haryana and is also holding additional charge of Punjab.

“The Bill which has been brought by Punjab, is not right. Entire Haryana is upset about it. The Bill is an attack on the Constitution,” Haryana
Agriculture Minister O.P. Dhankar said after the meeting.

“A similar law was brought by Punjab in 2004 which hit Haryana’s interest. Haryana is fighting its battle in the Supreme Court...We are
meeting Governor on SYL issue and will convey him that the Bill which is to be brought by Punjab government in Vidhan Sabha was against
article 356 of the Constitution,” he said.

Mr. Khattar said the Governor had assured that since the SYL Canal was an issue between Punjab and Haryana the matter would be
discussed. — PTI
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IMD to launch maiden city-wise heat forecast
TNN | Mar 14, 2016, 02.33 AM IST

Printed from

N EW DELHI: India Meteorological Department (IMD) will for the

first time come out with a temperature outlook for the summer

season, and forecast city- and town-wise heat conditions like it

does for rainfall and cyclones.  

The summer temperature outlook, comprising an early warning system

for heatwaves and specific advisories, is to be released this month-end

and will be valid for the April-June period. An extended range forecast (up

to 15 days) of summer temperatures with a five-day update will be part of

this exercise. 

It is expected that IMD, along with Earth System Science Organisation

(ESSO), will come out with a temperature outlook covering as many as 100 cities/towns.  

"Though we have been issuing general advisories (for heatwave) for years, we are now in a position to come out with specific

city-wise advisory. It will help local governments and civic bodies take precautionary measures in advance and protect local

communities from the heat wave," said L S Rathore, director general of IMD. The death of over 2,300 people due to heat wave

across India last year prompted IMD to come out with the outlook and specific advisory.  

Rathore told TOI that his department was working with local IMD offices, civic authorities and NGOs in key cities to ensure that

its forecast tools could help advance adaptation efforts when climate change increases temperature and the frequency and

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
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severity of heat wave.  

State governments are, meanwhile, gearing up with their respectiveheat preparedness action plans which will be in sync with

IMD's early warning system.  

Based on the successful model of Ahmedabad's heat action, the regional plans of Bhubaneshwar and Nagpur will be launched

on Monday and Tuesday, respectively. 

These plans of heat preparedness and colour-coded warning system were developed by public health organisations,

meteorological officials and the international non-profit environmental organisation, Natural Resources Defense Council

(NRDC). 

Rathore noted that such plans help reduce the deadly impact of heat waves by initiating an early warning system for residents.

The action plans comprises of opening cooling centres, building public awareness of heat-related risks, training medical and

community workers and coordinating inter-agency emergency response efforts. 

The IMD director general said the model has been working quite successfully in Ahmedabad. "The ones which are to be

launched in Bhubaneshwar and Nagpur can be replicated in other cities across the country in due course", said Rathore.

"Ahmedabad had in 2013 become the first city to implement a heat wave early warning system and preparedness plan in

South Asia, offering an innovating approach to address rising temperatures", said the NRDC in its report on the issue.  

According to NRDC, the Nagpur regional plan is the first regional approach to heat wave planning. It will coordinates five

neighboring cities' plans.
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The Bhubaneswar, Odisha regional plan will, on the other hand, strengthen the integration of heat preparedness and a heat

early warning system into its robust state-wide disaster management system. 
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Rain will hit wheat crop: Farm experts
PTI

A farmer examining his wheat crop in Amritsar on Saturday that was damaged due to heavy rainfall.– Photo: PTI

Untimely rains accompanied by hailstorm and strong winds in Punjab and Haryana will hit wheat crop which was to be harvested next
month, feared farm experts, saying showers at this stage were “unfortunate” for growers who were hoping for bumper yield.

“Rains along with strong winds at this point of time are not beneficial especially for wheat crop. It will adversely impact crop yield of early
sown varieties,” Hisar based Chaudhary Charan Singh Haryana Agricultural University, Director of Research, S. S. Siwach said on Saturday.

He said because of strong winds and hailstorm, there will be lodging of wheat crop which has witnessed grain formation.

Lodging refers to the term used to describe crop falling flat on the ground due to heavy rain and winds which causes yield loss in crop.

“Due to high velocity winds, crop can flatten and there can be root injury in wheat crop,” said Punjab Agriculture Department, Director,
Gudial Singh said adding: “Heavy rains are not desirable at this stage.”

“It is quite unfortunate that rains are lashing at this stage as it can shatter the hopes of growers for bumper yield,” said Mr. Siwach.

Farm experts have also warned of attack of fungal disease stripe rust or yellow rust on wheat crop because of conducive weather conditions
and advised farmers to monitor the crop regularly to prevent any damage from disease.

Punjab and Haryana, two major foodgrain growing States, sown wheat crop at 35 lakh hectares and 25 lakh hectares respectively during Rabi
season 2015­16. Both the States are major contributors of wheat to the Central pool. Wheat harvesting starts in April month in Punjab and
Haryana.

Punjab and Haryana on Friday witnessed widespread rains in almost all parts of the two States.

“Rains have been widespread in Punjab and Haryana because of western disturbances on Saturday. On Sunday also, the showers will
continue but intensity may be lesser,” said Chandigarh Meteorological Department, Director, Surinder Pal said on Saturday.

He further said as per reports, hailstorm also hit areas like Bathinda, Kapurthala, Jalandhar in Punjab and Fatehabad and Bhiwani areas in
Haryana.

Experts advised growers to drain out excess water from fields as it will damage plants.

Experts further said that rains could also damage vegetable and some other crops. ­ PTI

Farmers warned of fungal disease stripe rust or yellow rust attack on crop because of conducive weather conditions
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