| Dams in Tibet will not
affect India; China

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Beijing, 11 March 115
Amid India's concerns over
dams being built on the
Brahmaputra in Tibet, China
today said the projects are-
scientifically planned to
ensure that there is no
impact on water flows to
downstream areas but assert-
ed its “just and legitimate”
right over the water
resources.

“There has been good
cooperation between China
and India on the issue of
trans border rivers for a
long time. The Chinese side
has overcome many diffi-
culties and provided ser-
vice such as provision of
hydrological data to the
Indian side thus playing a
positiverole,” Chinese For-
eign Ministry spokesman
Hong Lei told PTI here.

Responding to Minister
of State for Water Resources
Sanwar Lal Jat's statement
in Parliament yesterday in
which he said India has
expressed its concerns to
China about the likely
impact of the dams, Hong
said, “the Chinese side has

a just and legitimate user
right towards the water
resources of trans border
rivers.”

“At the same time, the Chi-
nese side also takes arespon-
sible attitude and carries out
apolicy of protecting while
exploiting the resources.
All utilisation of transbor-
der rivers are carried out
through scientific planning
and takes into account the
interests of the upstreamand
downstream,” he said.

On the Chinese dams
restricting the water flows,
Hongsaid, “As per my under-
standing, the hydropower
projects constructed by
China at present will not
have an impact on flood
control and disaster reduc-
tion and on the environ-
ment of the downstream.”
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Pak heav}r rain:At
least 31 people were
killed and 47 others
injured due to tor-
rential rains that
have wreaked havoc
in Pakistan ofﬁcwls
saidon

sonal downpourstart
ed in Balochistan
province on Thirsday



Rains, hail damage wheat crops in Noida

Sharmila.Bhowmick
@timesgroup.com

Noida: Within two weeks of
the Centre announcing a pro-
farmer budget, an untimely
downpour and hail on Satur-
day night may have caused hea-
vy damage to the rabi (winter)
crop in Gautam Budh Nagar
farms.

Farmers are claiming that
almost half of the wheat crop
planted in November could be
destroyed by the showers.

Thefarmersof Greater No-
idaapprehend a hard seasonin
the months ahead. While ma-
ny have complained that they
are yet to be compensated for
last year’s crop damage, the
farmers hope the State govern-
ment and the Centre will take
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Farmers apprehend a hard season in the months ahead

noticeof this cropdamageand
help them tide over the loss.
“Thefields arefull of water
and the wheat is almost down
to the ground. Within a few da-
ys, we will get to know the ex-
act extent of the damage, but

we are once again looking at a
season of damaged crops,” Ma-
hesh Chaudhary, a farmer in
Charauli, Greater Noida said.
Chaudhary has 10 acre plot of
land and almost all the wheat is
presently underwater.

WEATHER

SRR RN N
Max29.5°C/Min16°C

Moonrise: Tuesday -
adBa 10:31pm

Moonset: Monday -
12:14pm
Sunset: Monday - 06:31pm
Sunrise: Tuesday - 06:30am
Partly cloudy sky, Rain and thundersho-
wers likely to occur. Maximum and
minimum temperature on Monday will be
around 29°C & 15°C . Maximum humidity
on Sunday was 92% and min 45%

“We had planted grade 343
type of wheat. However, no va-
riety of wheat can withstand
the kind of hailstorm and wa-
ter that we experienced last
night. Most of the farmers are
stillunder debt from last year’s
crop loss. Now, we are again in
a similar situation,” Arun

Singh, from Rustampur in Je-
war, said.

“This crop was only two
weeks short of ripening. Now
it is a complete waste of five
months of effort for all Wes-
tern UP farmers. Compensa-
tion of last year’s crop damage
has not fully reached ali far-
mers and now there is a whole
new season of crop damage,”
Karan Singh Talan, a farmer
from Gautam Budh Nagar’s
Gopalgarh village, said.

“We want to know if far-
mers will now be covered by
the Fasal Bima Yojna announ-
ced by the Prime Minister
Most of them are already un-
der debt because of previous
crop losses,” Dushyant Nagar;
convenor of Kisan Sangharsh
Samiti, said.
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But Western Disturbance Will Start Weakening In 24 Hours
It was a rainy Saturday much like Friday . Delhiites woke up to a hailstorm and there was a chill in the air
throughout the day .

According to the Met office, the maximum temperature on Friday was 31 degrees Celsius and the minimum
was a pleasant 18.5. The Safdarjung observatory recorded 9.1mm rainfall received in the last 24 hours. More
rainfall is expected on Sunday afternoon and evening.

It started raining early in the morning on Saturday. The Met office attributed the raina fall to an active western
dissturbance over Jammu and Kashmir and its induced cyclonic circulation over west Rajasthan and adjoining
Punjab region. By early afternoon, it stopped raining in most parts of the city except for some regions.

“On Sunday , one can expect a cloudy sky and thunderstorm with rain is very likely to occur towards
afternoonevening. We expect a mist in the morning as well. The maximum and minimum temperature will be
around 27 and 15 degrees Celsius,* said a Met official.

Sporadic rain and strong winds were reported in the evening. “The western dis turbance will bring rain and
snowfall in most places over the western Himalayan region till Sunday . Rain and thundershowers will also
occur at most places over the plains of northwest India during the same period. Central India will be affected a
little later, where some places will witness rain and thundershowers from Saturday to Monday," said a Met
official.

The western disturbance is expected to start weakening by Sunday afternoon and will be weakened
significantly by Monday .

WEATHER

Max 31°C/ Min 185" C

A Moonrise: Monday -
10:31 am

Moonset: Sunday-11:15 pm

Sunset: Sunday - &9 pm

Sunrise: Monday - 6:32 am

Generally cloudy sky, Maximum & min
temperature on Sunday will e around
2T°C & 15°C.. Maximum hurnidity on
Saturday was 6% and min 53%
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DUSK COMES WRAPPED IN RED SATIN: Shower speils have failed to dampen spirits at the World Culture Festival
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Reservoirs fall to abysmal level

VEHA SHARMA &VIAY MoBHAN
KEWD ELHI CHANDIGARH , MAR 12
The weak monsoon over the
past two vears coupled with
poor rainfall this winter has
had a serious impact on
water storage in major reser-
voirs acmss the country with
91 of them, catenng to
domestic, agricultural and
industrial needs, reporting
below-nommal levels.

The Central Water Commis-
sion monitors the water level
in these reservoirs, the total
storage capacity of which is
157799 BCM (billion cubic
metres). The water availabili-
ty this week was 45,801 BCM,
which iz 29 per cent of the
total storage capacity, Itis T1
per cent ofthe storage for the
corresponding  period  last
vear and T4 per cent of the
average in last 10 vears.

Of these reservoirs, 37 have
sigmi ficant hydmopower gener-
ation capacity,

These water bodies are

ALARMING LOW

BCM BCM ofthese
157.799:." 45.801 e 37 e oo
capacity of 91 keyreser-  thisweek— 29%of tatal | les, six in North,
voirs managed by Cenr  capacity and 71% of |ast

tral Water Commission

year's figureatth

GRIM SCENARIO IN NORTH

BCMstor- BCM
18-0 age capaci- 4I89WE1:EF
ty of malor six reservolrs | (27%) avallable;
in Himachal Pradesh, figure stood at
Punjab and Rajasthan | 32% last year

spread across HE Punjab,
Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh,
Tripurm, West Bengul, Jhark-
hand, Odisha, Gujarat, Maha-
rashtra, Tttar  Pradesh,
Uttamkhand, ME Chhattis-
garh, Telangana, Tamil Nadu,
Earnataka and Eemla, Offi-
cials say the commission is

http://epaper tribuneindia.com/c/9105799?show=print

coordinating with the Agricul-
ture Ministry and providing
information of weeldy storage
position to the Crop Weather
Watch Group for evolving suit-
able crop strategies.

The wet spell being wit-
nessed in several parts of
the country currently may

help ease the situation a
bit. Also, a favourable La
Nina is expected to replace
the past two vears of rain-
deficient El Nino {an
abnormal warming of the
Pacific waters), but that
would happen only in the
later part of the yvear.
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SHIMLA, MARCH 12

The higher reaches and tribal
areas experienced fresh snow-
fall while the mid and lower
hills were lashed by intermit-
tent showers and hailstomm.

The widespread min and
snowtall in the region reduced
the winter min deficit
between January 1 and March
12 from 50 per cent to 17 per
cent. More rain is predicted in
the next two days,

The min caused landslides
in the interior areas, blew off
roofs and uprooted trees at
some places in Kangra, Sir-
maur and Mandi distriets.
Traffic was halted in the inte-
rior areas of Eullu, Lahaul-
Spiti and Shimla.

The Rohtang Pass recorded
B0 em of snow while the
Dhauladhar range in Kangra
and Churdhar range in Sir-
maur have turned white. It
has been snowing there
since vesterday, Eevlong in
the tribal areas recorded 35
em of snow while Kalpa,
Bharmaur, Enthi and Hansa
received 12 em, 11 em 10 ¢m
and 5 em of snow. Narkan-
da, Kharapatthar, Sangla
and Chitkul also received
fresh snowfall.

Fresh snowfall in upper
Manali and Rohtang has
hampered the clearance
operation on the Manali-
Rohtang-Leh  road. Twao
women were injured when a
tree fell on their house near
Palampur while a storm hit
Pachhad and Sarahan in
Sirmaur distriet.

The Met Department has
predicted heavy rain, thun-
derstonm and squall at 1solat-
ed places in the mid and high-
er hills tomomow  and
rain/snow in the region over
the next three days.

% el
= - -

HIMACHAI

Fresh snowfall in higher reaches

Met Dept predicts heavy rain, squall in mid, higher hills today

Manali 82 mm|D'sala 58 mm|Solan 32.5 mm

MARKANDA, 60 KM FROM SHIMLA, TURNS WHITE ON SATURDAY. TRIBUNE PHOTO

Avalanche warning in Kullu, Chamba

An avalanche warning
has been issued for
the higher areas of
Himachal Pradesh.
People have been
advised to stay away
from these places
over the next 24
hours. The advisary
has been issued by
the Snow and
Avalanche Study
Establishment (SASE), |
part of the Defence
Research and Devel-
opment Organisation
{DRDO). ‘Medium dan-
ger' avalanche warn-
ing exists in areas of
Lahaul-Spiti, Kullu,
Chamba and Kinnaur
distriets. — PTI

Kangra highway inundated
The state highway passing
through this temple town
was flooded today follow-
ing heavy rain and lack of
proper drainage system

near the old bus stand.
The Kangra town experi-
enced 30 mm rain in the
past 24 hours, leaving the
state highway inundated.
Residents gathered at

The waterlogged Paddal ground in Mandi. PHOTO: Ju KUMAR

the spot and protested the
non-availability of a prop-
er drainage system. They
raised slogans against the
administration for the sor-
ry state of affairs, — OC

http://epaper .tribuneindia.com/c/9105873?show=print
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Wind, rain flatten wheat crop in region

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, MARCH 12
Widespread min and strong
winds have flattened the
wheat crop in various partsof
Punjab and Haryana. The
unseasonal rain is harmful
for other crops too.

The Punjab Agrieulture
Department, that has sent its
teams to various districts to
assess the situation, fears
crop damage in parts of
Kapurthala, Jalandhar and
Hoshiarpur distriets, which
received more than 30 mm
rainfall on Saturday:.

Wheat crop standing on
about 1,500 acres suffered
nearly 40 per cent damage as
rainand strong winds lashed
Amritsar district. "About 40
per cent of the wheat crop in
16 villages of the Chogawan
and Ajnala blocks suffered
damage,” said Chief Agricul-
ture Officer Balwinder
Singh Chhina.

There were reports of crop
damage in Faridkot, Moga
and Farilka too which saw
intermittent rain and strong
winds. The rain has added to
the woes of farmers already
facing financial losses. In
Faridkot, that recarded 37 mm

MINES THE DAMAGE TO HIS WHEAT CROP AFTER HEAVY

rainfall, about 50 per cent of
the wheat erop was flattened,
said sources, Experts say lodg-
ing of wheat plants leads to
about two guintal per acre
dedine in yield.

Chogawan, Kapure, Rauli,
Daata, Singhawala,
Ramuwala and many other
villagesin Moga district were
hit by a hailstorm. Abohar
district recorded 20.8 mm of

http://epaper tribuneindia.com/c/9098871?show=print

Fresh snow in HP

Higher reaches in Himachal
received fresh snowfall while
the mid and lower hills were
lashed by hailstorm. The
Rohtang Pass recorded 90 cm
ofsnowwhile Keylongin Lahaul
and Spiti get 35 em snow. Ps

o'y

I BT
N IN JALAN

Forecast

The Metearological Depart-
ment has forecast rain and
strang winds at more than 45
ki per hour in several pars
of Punjab and Haryana in the
next two days. Some areas
may be hit by hail.

L
el i

rainfall. The Aam Aadmi Par-
ty (AAP) has demanded com-
pensation for the farmers.

In Haryana, rain and hail
damaged wheat and mus-
tard erops in Gurgaon,

e W o e
ey

N

s

Faridabad, Ambala, Hisar,
Sirsa and Fatehabad.

Dr Suresh Kumar
Gahlawat, Additional Direc-
tor., Haryana Agriculture
Department, said: “The
late-sown wheat crop may
suffer damage due to water-
logging. But the mustard
crop, which is at the har-
vesting stage, runs a greater
risk of damage.”
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Striking beauty

Lightning strikes over Jubbarhatti airport in Shimla on Saturday night. It rained through the day on Sunday. PHOTO: AT KW

Fresh snowfall was witnessed at Dhundi, Patsio and B An avalanche warning has been issued in Lahaul-Spiti,
Solang Nala in Himachal Pradesh, while Bahang in Kullu Kullu, Chamba and Kinnaur districts, besides Jammu
saw 48.1 mm rain on Sunday and Kashmir, following heavy rainfall

et . . a 11 r 1 1

http://epaper tribuneindia.com/c/9105922?show=print
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Fresh snowtall hits clearing
of Manali-Rohtang road

TrRIBUNE MEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, MARCH 13
The minimum tempera-
tures dropped by a few
notehes in the state as tribal
areas and other higher
reaches had fresh snow
while mid and lower hills
experienced  widespread
rain today.

Eeylong recorded 23 em of
fresh snow while Hansa,
Enthi and Kalpa received 15
em, 14 em and 10 em. The
sprawling Dhauladhar hills
in Kangra and Churdhar
ranges in  Sirmaur and
Rohtang Pass had another
spell of heavy snowfall,
hampering snow clearing
operations on the Manali-
Rohtang-Eeylong highway.

Rain and snow, accompa-
nied by high velocity
winds, caused extensive
damage to stone fruit
crops in mid and higher

Snow-covered mountains after fresh snowfall in Reckong Feo
in Kinnaur district on Sunday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

hills and standing wheat
crop in the lower hills,
Kasauli was the wettest
with bbmm rain while Manali
and Dharampur had 49mm,
followed by Jubbarhatti
48mm, Shimla, Kandaghat
and Bhuntar 45 mm, Sunder-
nagar 36 mm, Arki and
Eumarsein 41 mm, Bijahi 40
mm, Sarahan 35mm, Jhan-
jehli and Eufri and Solan 33
mm, Seobagh 32 mm and

http://epaper .tribuneindia.com/c/9105987 ?show=print

Dharamsala 29 mm.

Eeylong was the coldestat
night with minus 3.6
degrees followed by Kalpa
zero degree while Manali,
Shimla and Dalhousie
recorded a minimum tem-
perature of 0.4 degree, 3.2
degree amd 4.4 degree C.
Maximum  temperatures
also dropped  marginally
and Una was the hottest
with 24.6 degree C.
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Rain brings back chill

Western disturbance, rain commeon ph

4, 0o S )

¥ g

enomenon, says Met

temperature and caused inconvenience in many areas of the state. s TRIBUNE PHOTOD

TRIEUNE NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR! JAMMU, MARCH 13
The Kashmir valley is in the
grip of a renewed cold wave
following a downpour for the
past three days, causing the
mereury to plummet by at
least 10°C.

Heavy rain in the Jammu
plains for the last two days
also caused a dip in tempera-
ture, bringing back the chill
to the region.

The intermittent and mod-
erate intensity rain was
received across all districts of
the Kashmir valley, accompa-
nied by light snow over
mountains, including those
around Srinagar

The fresh downpour
caused the mercury to
plummet by atleast 10°C in
Srinagar. The maximum
temperature in the summer
capital since Friday was
recorded at around 10°C.

The Valley witnessed a rare
dry winter, with little snow
during the core winter peri-
od. The increased day tem-
perature caused an  early
almond Hoom, signifying
early arrival of spring,

The maximum tempera-
ture in recent weeks had
soared above 20°C, which
happened for the first time in
the past Th yvears,

Two houses in Reasi collapse due to rain

Katra: Several structures, including houses, were darme
aged due to heavy rain and snow along the Gool-Mahore
raad and approach roads in Reasi district. Incessant
rain threw life out of gear and power supply in most
parts of the district rermained affected. Two houses col-
lapsed due to heavy rain in the Gulabgarh area of the
Mahore subdivision in Reasi. The five family members in
one of the houses managed to come out in time. Chop-
per service to the Vaishno Devi shrine remained sus-

pended due to rain. —=0C

The department said seat-
tered rain was likely in Kash-
mir on Monday, followed by
two days of dry weather The
department said a fresh spell
of downpour waslikely in the
region later this week.

After remaining closed for
vehicular traffic following
fresh incidents of shooting
stones in the Ramsu area of
Ramban since Saturday
night, smooth movement
was resumed on National
Highway 44 this morning.

Sources in  the traffic
police said vehicular traffic
was  plying  smoothly
despite shooting stones in
the Ramsu area till last
reports came in.

Passenger wehicles from
Jammu and Srinagar and
trucks carrying essential
commodities and livestocek
were allowed on  priority
around noon.

Traffic plied normally amid

http://epaper tribuneindia.com/c/9106003?show=print

tion with the weather forecast
for the next two days regard-
ing landslides, avalanches
armd sporadie cloudbursts.

The Meteorological
Department  attributed
the phenomenon to a
western disturbance. The
department predicted
rain for three days in the
Jammu plains and snow
and hailstorms in Kash-
mir over this period.

“It is usual for Jammu
and Kashmir to witness
rain, hailstorm and snow-
fall due to western distur-
bances in February end or
March,” said Sonam Lotus,
Director of the Meteorolog-
ieal Department.

“The spell may take abreak
tomerrow, but after a couple
ofdays, another spell islikely
in the state for a prolonged
period,” he added.

He said the Jammu region
usually received rain in July

12



The latest spell of down-
pour, that was likely to con-
tinue on Monday when the
Kashmir  region  was
expected to receive scat-
tered rain, caused the
return of winter chill.

The maximum tempera-
ture recorded in Srinagar
since  Friday was three
degrees below normal forthis
time of the year.

sporadic incidents of shoot-
ingstones from the hillside in
the aftemoon.

The Batote-Kishtwar road
(National Highway 244) was
opened for one-way traffic
this afternoon after remain-
ing closed on Saturday
night due to a landslide at
Raggi nullah.

The district administration
issued a warning in connec-

ard August while the Valley
received min and snow in
December and  January,
which was a common phe-
nomenon  of the weather
cyilein the state.

A western disturbance
was the mid-period which
affected both regions and
brought rain and snowfall,
which was a common phe-
nomenon, said Lotus,

http://epaper tribuneindia.com/c/9106003?show=print
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3/14/2016 Centre plans 50,000 km of waterways nationwide - NATIONAL - The Hindu

» TODAY'S PAPER » NATIONAL
Published: March 14, 2016 00:00 IST | Updated: March 14, 2016 05:46 IST New Delhi, March 14, 2016

Centre plans 50,000 km of waterways nationwide

Gadkari says government will raise around Rs. 70,000 crore to develop sea, river fronts

The government is looking to harness the country’s 50,000 kilometres of sea and river fronts as waterways and mulling over innovative ways
to raise around Rs. 70,000 crore to develop these stretches in the first phase, Union Minister Nitin Gadkari said.

Parliament, by passing the crucial bill to declare 111 rivers across the country into National Waterways last week, has paved the way for
development of these stretches as transport carriers. So far, only five of the river stretches had been declared as National Waterways.

“India has its unique advantage. Its 14 States are bestowed with 7,500 kilometres of coastline with 14,500 km of potentially navigable
waterways. In addition, 116 rivers across the country provide 35,000 kilometres of navigable stretches.

“In total, we have about 50,000 km of waterways, which on development will change the face of India,” said the Road Transport, Highways
and Shipping Minister.

Besides budgetary support, multilateral funds, public-private-partnership and market borrowing would be explored. Access to funds like
National Clean Energy Fund (NCEF) and Central Road Fund (CRF) would also be required because of environment benefit of IWT, he said.

Logistics cost

Mr. Gadkari said by promoting water transport, logistics cost, which was 18 per cent in India as compared to barely 8-10 per cent in China
and 10-12 per cent in European countries, would come down significantly.

The reforms in the sector would be visible in a few years, he said. Water transport was not only environment-friendly but also much cheaper,
he said. It would cost Rs. 1.5 a km to carry cargo by road and Re. 1 by rail. Through waterways, the cost would be a mere 25 paise a km. — PTI
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Kejriwal seeks Sri Sri’s help to clean Yamuna

¢ Staff Reporter

¥ e

The Hindu

Kejriwal said the river could be cleaned if the spiritual guru himself took the initiative

Days after the National Green Tribunal asked the Art of Living (AoL) foundation to pay Rs. 5 crore as environmental compensation to
organise the World Culture Festival on the fragile floodplains of polluted Yamuna river, Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal on Sunday
sought the help of AoL founder Sri Sri Ravi Shankar in cleaning the river.

Speaking on the concluding day of the three-day extravaganza that witnessed performers and audience of more than 100 countries coming
together, Mr. Kejriwal said the river could be cleaned if the spiritual guru himself took the initiative.

“We are sitting along the banks of the Yamuna. We have taken several initiatives for cleaning it. If Guruji takes a little initiative ... Several
governments need to come together to keep the Yamuna clean. The Delhi government and the Centre and many of its ministries need to come
together [for this],” Mr. Kejriwal said.

Printable version | Mar 14, 2016 3:09:49 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/delhi-chief-minister-arvind-kejriwal-seeks-sri-sris-
help-to-clean-yamuna/article8349458.ece
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Haryana parties oppose Punjab Bill on SYL Canal

All political parties, except the Congress in Haryana, on Saturday met Governor Kaptan Singh Solanki urging him not to give his assent to a
Bill being brought by Punjab to de-notify the land for construction of Sutlej-Yamuna Link (SYL) Canal.

An all-party meeting was called by the Haryana government to discuss the SYL and the Jat reservation issues here which was attended among
others by the representatives of the ruling BJP, the Opposition Indian National Lok Dal (INLD), Haryana Janhit Congress-BL and Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD). The Congress boycotted the meet.

‘Bill is not right’

The meeting, chaired by Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar unanimously adopted a resolution which was submitted to the Governor as a
memorandum. Mr. Solanki is the Governor of Haryana and is also holding additional charge of Punjab.

“The Bill which has been brought by Punjab, is not right. Entire Haryana is upset about it. The Bill is an attack on the Constitution,” Haryana
Agriculture Minister O.P. Dhankar said after the meeting.

“A similar law was brought by Punjab in 2004 which hit Haryana’s interest. Haryana is fighting its battle in the Supreme Court...We are
meeting Governor on SYL issue and will convey him that the Bill which is to be brought by Punjab government in Vidhan Sabha was against
article 356 of the Constitution,” he said.

Mr. Khattar said the Governor had assured that since the SYL Canal was an issue between Punjab and Haryana the matter would be
discussed. — PTI

Printable version | Mar 14, 2016 3:14:28 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/haryana-parties-oppose-punjab-bill-on-syl-
canal/article8347717.ece
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Unseasonal rain, hail likely to damage wheat crop

HT Correspondent
= letters@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Stormy weather
across key food-bowl states,
including Punjab and Haryana,
on Saturday has fuelled concerns
about a likely impact on ripening
winter crops amid an ongoing
agrarian crisis.

Officials in these states said
they were still taking stock but
hailstorms would have damaged
some wheat, the main winter
staple.

One farm expert said show-
ers at the harvesting stage were
“unfortunate”.

“Widespread rains in Punjab
and Haryana due to western
disturbances have brought the
temperature down by at least
four degrees. The showers will
continue on Sunday but the
intensity islikely to beless. The
wind velocity is a cause of con-

CHANDIGARH/SRINAGAR: An
avalanche warning was issued
on Saturday for higher areas of
Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand,
advising people not to venture
to these places over the next
24 hours. The army, meanhwile,
said it rescued 73 civilians

AVALANCHE WARNING IN J&K, HP

stranded on the Tangdhar-
Nasta Chhun road in the fron-
tier district of Kupwara after an
avalanche hit the region on
Friday. A rescue team of the
local Rashtriya Rifle unit res-
cued the trapped people and
provided them medical aid.

PTI AND HTC

cern for wheat farmers,” meteor-
ological department director at
Chandigarh, Surinder Pal, said.

The weather pattern islikely
to spread to central states such
asMadhya Pradesh, a big grower
of wheat.

A separate advisory from
the India Meteorological
Department called for immedi-
ate harvest operations, where
possible. Last year, three spells
of similar weather between

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx

February 28-March 2, March 7-8
and March 14-16 flattened crops
in about 10 million hectares in
around 150 districts, or about a
quarter of the country A back-to-
back drought has already shrunk
farm incomes, triggering rural
duress in many parts.

Heavy rain was recorded
in Bathinda, Mohali, Ropar,
Jalandhar, Amritsar, Moga,
Ludhiana and Patiala while
hailstorm was reported

from Bathinda, Kapurthala,
Jalandhar in Punjab and
Fatehabad and Bhiwani areas
in Haryana, all farm belts.

Farmers of Chogawan block
in Amritsar; where 50% crop was
reported to be damaged, said the
25mmrain since Friday morning
and strong winds have damaged
the wheat crop. Other villages suf-
fered 25-30% damage,

Ajnala and Harsha Chhina
blocks, too, suffered damage. In
Gurdaspur, hailstorms lashed

i, Sahari and Dula Nangal
villages of Dhariwal block.

“Rains along with strong
winds at this point of time are
not beneficial, especially for
wheat crop. It will adversely
impact crop yield of early-sown
varieties,” said SS Siwach, direc-
tor of research at the Hisar-
based Chaudhary Charan
Singh Haryana Agricultural
University.

e e o

m Last year, three spells of similar unseasonal rains flattened crops in

10 million hectares in at least 150 districts.
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IMD to launch maiden city-wise heat forecast

EW DELHI: India Meteorological Department (IMD) will for the
first time come out with a temperature outlook for the summer
season, and forecast city- and town-wise heat conditions like it
does for rainfall and cyclones.

The summer temperature outlook, comprising an early warning system
for heatwaves and specific advisories, is to be released this month-end
and will be valid for the April-June period. An extended range forecast (up
to 15 days) of summer temperatures with a five-day update will be part of
this exercise.

It is expected that IMD, along with Earth System Science Organisation
(ESSO), will come out with a temperature outlook covering as many as 100 cities/towns.

"Though we have been issuing general advisories (for heatwave) for years, we are now in a position to come out with specific
city-wise advisory. It will help local governments and civic bodies take precautionary measures in advance and protect local
communities from the heat wave," said L S Rathore, director general of IMD. The death of over 2,300 people due to heat wave
across India last year prompted IMD to come out with the outlook and specific advisory.

Rathore told TOI that his department was working with local IMD offices, civic authorities and NGOs in key cities to ensure that
its forecast tools could help advance adaptation efforts when climate change increases temperature and the frequency and
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severity of heat wave.

State governments are, meanwhile, gearing up with their respectiveheat preparedness action plans which will be in sync with
IMD's early warning system.

Based on the successful model of Ahmedabad's heat action, the regional plans of Bhubaneshwar and Nagpur will be launched
on Monday and Tuesday, respectively.

These plans of heat preparedness and colour-coded warning system were developed by public health organisations,
meteorological officials and the international non-profit environmental organisation, Natural Resources Defense Council
(NRDC).

Rathore noted that such plans help reduce the deadly impact of heat waves by initiating an early warning system for residents.
The action plans comprises of opening cooling centres, building public awareness of heat-related risks, training medical and
community workers and coordinating inter-agency emergency response efforts.

The IMD director general said the model has been working quite successfully in Ahmedabad. "The ones which are to be
launched in Bhubaneshwar and Nagpur can be replicated in other cities across the country in due course’, said Rathore.
"Ahmedabad had in 2013 become the first city to implement a heat wave early warning system and preparedness plan in

South Asia, offering an innovating approach to address rising temperatures”, said the NRDC in its report on the issue.

According to NRDC, the Nagpur regional plan is the first regional approach to heat wave planning. It will coordinates five
neighboring cities' plans.
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The Bhubaneswar, Odisha regional plan will, on the other hand, strengthen the integration of heat preparedness and a heat
early warning system into its robust state-wide disaster management system.
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Rain will hit wheat crop: Farm experts

e PTI
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A farmer examining his wheat crop in Amritsar on Saturday that was damaged due to heavy rainfall.— Photo: PTI

Untimely rains accompanied by hailstorm and strong winds in Punjab and Haryana will hit wheat crop which was to be harvested next
month, feared farm experts, saying showers at this stage were “unfortunate” for growers who were hoping for bumper yield.

“Rains along with strong winds at this point of time are not beneficial especially for wheat crop. It will adversely impact crop yield of early
sown varieties,” Hisar based Chaudhary Charan Singh Haryana Agricultural University, Director of Research, S. S. Siwach said on Saturday.

He said because of strong winds and hailstorm, there will be lodging of wheat crop which has witnessed grain formation.
Lodging refers to the term used to describe crop falling flat on the ground due to heavy rain and winds which causes yield loss in crop.

“Due to high velocity winds, crop can flatten and there can be root injury in wheat crop,” said Punjab Agriculture Department, Director,
Gudial Singh said adding: “Heavy rains are not desirable at this stage.”

“It is quite unfortunate that rains are lashing at this stage as it can shatter the hopes of growers for bumper yield,” said Mr. Siwach.

Farm experts have also warned of attack of fungal disease stripe rust or yellow rust on wheat crop because of conducive weather conditions
and advised farmers to monitor the crop regularly to prevent any damage from disease.

Punjab and Haryana, two major foodgrain growing States, sown wheat crop at 35 lakh hectares and 25 lakh hectares respectively during Rabi
season 2015-16. Both the States are major contributors of wheat to the Central pool. Wheat harvesting starts in April month in Punjab and
Haryana.

Punjab and Haryana on Friday witnessed widespread rains in almost all parts of the two States.

“Rains have been widespread in Punjab and Haryana because of western disturbances on Saturday. On Sunday also, the showers will
continue but intensity may be lesser,” said Chandigarh Meteorological Department, Director, Surinder Pal said on Saturday.

He further said as per reports, hailstorm also hit areas like Bathinda, Kapurthala, Jalandhar in Punjab and Fatehabad and Bhiwani areas in
Haryana.

Experts advised growers to drain out excess water from fields as it will damage plants.
Experts further said that rains could also damage vegetable and some other crops. - PTI

Farmers warned of fungal disease stripe rust or yellow rust attack on crop because of conducive weather conditions

Printable version | Mar 14, 2016 3:15:45 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/rain-will-hit-wheat-crop-farm-
experts/article8347324.ece

© The Hindu
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