News item/letter/article/editorial published o

Hindustan Times e?..,
Statesman

The Times of Indiz (N.D.)
Indian Express

Tribune

Hindustan (Hindi)

and documenteq at Bhagirath(Fng

.3
- Covering

LOOPHOLES Report said violations ran

Nav Bharat Times {Hindi
Punjeb Kesharj {Hindi)
The Hindu

Rejasthan Patriks (Hindi)
Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herzlg

) * M.P.Chronicle
Az (Hindi
Indian Nation
Nai Durfiya (Hindi)

The Times of India

Blitz

lish)& Publicity Section, cwe.

discharge to tree cover not maintained and viola

+ cheian&nindustantimes.com

| NEWDELHL: Ilegal withdrawal of

iground water, e14 g trees with-
Fapig Detrmission, and discharge of
’untreated Wwaste water were
some of the green norm viola-
tions by project proponents
detected bytheComptroHerand
Auditor General (CAG). .
“Environment clearances
Were granted to project Ppropo-
nents without checking compli-
ance of conditions mentionedin

previous environment clearan- -

ces and recommendations of
regional offices,” said thereport
tabled in Parliam, enton Friday.

Depicting severa] loopholesin
theministry’s approvalprocess,
the report, based on approval
given to 4,534 Projects between
2008and 2015, accused the minis-
try of failing to monitor its own
approvals conditions to brotect
theenvironment.

More than half of the requi-
sitesfor approval termed asgen-
eralandspecific conditions were
notmetby project implementers
and the ministry failed to take
strict action against them, the
reportsaid, naming several pub-
lic enterprises such as the
National HighwaysAuthority of
India (NHAT)ag viclators.

“Nopenalty hasbeen imposed
oneven a single violator in the
last two years,” was the stark
remark of the government’s
auditor in its first appraisal of
the ministry’s environmental
clearance process. Ithauledthe
ministry up for failing to dele-
gate penalty bowers to its
regional offices that monitor
implementation of approval con-

__ ditions.

Underthe Environment Pro-
tection Act (EPA), the ministryis

ged from untreated sewage

tors not penalised

ﬁaé’ng against the rules |

fong time — that there existed g2ping holes in the

implementation of green rules

Violations of

graen norms

In these cases,

required green belt

¢ across project sites
€ wasnot maintained

Actuat approval of

5. competent authority

was not taken before

cutting trees

B
. Ground water was
1855 used without
Tequisite approvals

Environment audit
reparts were not
submitted to the
state pollution
controf boards

mandated to appraise and
approveinfrastructure projects
and ensure that conditions
imposed on project proponents
toprotect environmentaremet.
The National Democratic Allj-
ance government has amended
thegreennorms overahundred
times over the last two yearsin
the name of eage of doing busi-
ness for faster clearance, The
process had caused heartburp
within the government, with
€Conomic ministries blamingthe
environment ministry ofblock-
ing growth through a “long

drawn” and “cumbersome”

1

|
j The CAG discovered what activists had been saying for a j
- Here is what it found: f

Non-compliance of
green conditions

B % Vio!ationinmeetingB
7 general environment
" conditions applicable
to all projects

Violation in meeting
specific conditions
for projects

n these irrigation
¥ Cases, catchment

% areg treatment was
/ not carried out

Monitoring

* No separate monitoring cells set
up for 98 hig-ticket projects

* Biennial environment audit of 32
Gitically polluted areas not dona

« No penalty imposed on violators
inthe fast two years

approval mechanism.

The CAGfound that theenvi-
ronmenthad suffered at the cost
of faster clearances, with several
project proponents not imple-
mentingbasic conditions suchas
not discharging waste water
without treatment, replenishin g

. ground water, and having ade-

quate green beltaround project
sites.

The CAG also said the minis-
try had failed to appoint a
national regulatorto overseethe
environmental clearance proc-
essasdirected by the Supreme
Courtin2011,
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Pr()jeets cleared ¥y

faster in 2015: CAG

62 had i irT egularltles in the way they got pubhc consent

JACOB KOSHY

" NEW DELHI

Delays in granting environ-

mental clearance (EC) t0o - &

P projects fell in 2015 after

consistently rising between
2011 and 2014, according to
areport tabled in Parliament

by the Comptroller and Aud- -

itor General (CAG). India’s
public accounts watchdog

also found that 62 projects
examined by it had “irregu- .

larities” .in the .way they
garnered public consent.

Of 2,898 projects — span-
ning coal mining, industry,
non-coal mining, construc-
tion, infrastructure and rjv
valley_and hydro electric
project-  granted - EC
between 2011 and 2015 (untl
July), the CAG chose 208

from across the country and .

analysed them to check if
they were cleared within the
prescribed 105 days. Nearly
90% of them were delayed
with a project, on average,
getting delayed by 86 days in

* 2011 and spiking to 316 days

— or almost a year —in 2014.
Though the average delay
for seven months of 2015

had reduced to 238 days, it

also saw some projects

" delayed by as many as 1002

3
- Coverino L.,

days.

Yis

many as 1,002 days.

2013 was a tumultuous

‘year in the Environment
Ministry with the then Envir-

onment Minister, Jayanthi

' Natarajan, accused of delay-

ing environmental clearance -
to major projects, suddenly

.quitting her post. In January.

2015, Ms Natarajan told The
Hindu that she got “specific
requests” from Congress
vice-president Rahul Gandhi

regarding clearance for cer- -

tain projects.

Reasons for delay

After the NDA government
came to power, Environ-
ment Minister Prakash
Javadekar introduced a pro-
vision, whereby project de-
velopers could submit their
applications online. In a
reply to the CAG, the Envir-
onment Ministry said reas-
ons for delay were in moving

,ATa! ting stock: 2015 also saw some prmects delayed by as
MANOB CHOWDHURY

documents from the Central
Registry sections to the im-
pact ‘assessment divisions,
opening specific files for
submitting to the Member
Secretary concerned, insuf-
ficient skilled hands, a glut
of - projects for clearance
between 2011-2014, and in-
sufficient information and
clarification from préject
developers. .

Sixty two of the 216 pro-
jects scrutinised had prob-

" lems with the way they con-

ducted their public
consultation process that in-
volves discussing the impact
of project with villagers or
residents. For instance, the
CAG notes, in a coal mine ex-
pansion project of M/S Jindal
Steel and Power Limited in
Chattisgarh, there was a 318-
day delay in completing the

consultation proceedings.,
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‘REDRESSAL BODY
FOR NARMADA
OUSTEES SET UP,
MP GOVT TELLS 5C

Press Trust of India
« ltters@hindustantimes.com .\'5 .

‘ NEW DELHI: The grievance
redressal authority (GRA) to
decide ondisputes over compen-
sation to the oustees of Sardar
Sarovar Project (SSP) on river
Narmada, has been set up, the
Madhya Pradesh government
hastold the Supreme Court.

The state  government
informed a bench headed by
Chief Justice J S Khehar thatin
pursuance to the apex court’s
March three direction, five -
benches of the GRA have been
appointed. ‘ .

The bench, which also com-
prised Justices DY Chandrachud
and SK Kaul, noted the submis-
sion of Additional Solicitor
General PS Patwaliathat in com-

' pliance with the court order, an
office memorandum wasissued
on March 9 indicating the
appointment of five benches
of GRA.

The apex court onMarch3had
asked the state government to
approachthe high courtfor spar-
ing two judicial officers to pre-
side over the GRA for deciding
the compensationdisputesofthe
oustees.

Tt had directed the state chief
secretary toapproachtheregis-
trar general of thehigh courtand
seek a recommendation in this
regard.

The bench had earlier said
that to ensurea “better deal” for
the project-affected families, it
was willingto“twistthearms” of
the executive and asked Nar-
mada Bachao Andolan (NBA)

. and the states of Madhya Pra-
3 N desh, Gujarat and Maharashtra
- Covering L., YIS tosuggestnames ofexperts who
: could be appointed to the com-
mittee which would deal withthe
issue of resettlement and xgha-

bilitation of the oustees.
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