Man ar quahﬁes as
a dense forest, shows
first survey of area

Snehil Sinha
u gnansinha@hindustantines.com

GURGAON: The pnion environ-
ment and forests ministry and
Haryana's forest department
confirmed ihe presence of
dense forest cover in Faridabad's
Mangar village, making ¥ the

last remaining virgin forestin

felhi-NCR.

According to the fivst ground
survey of thearea, nearly sixlaih
trees arespread across 3,793 acres,
atthough a physical comnting was
not possible due to fhe forest’s
dengity Thefigure wascalculated
using satellite mapping.

The findings are in line with
the ¢laims of environmentalists
that the area has a dense forest
and requrires protection,

»1t was evident that the land
in guesiton is part of Aravalll
hills, its valley and/or foothills
faliing in the revenue catego-
ries of 'Gair Mumbkin Pabar’
and ‘Bhur',” states the repart,
a copy of which is with HE

'Gair Mumkin Pahar' refersto
protected areas of the Aravailis
where norvforestry activitiessuch
as agriculture are not allowed.

The report states that
Mangar's total area is 4,262
acres, out of which about
4,810 acres fall under the ‘Gair
WMagnkin Pahar category Thisis
classified ecologically as adry
deciduouy forest and is stocked
with Anogeissus pendula trees
which are the main vege{atm
of the area.

By anatysing sahelhte mages,
the area was visually divided
into five strata based on density
of vegetation.

it was svident tha}

the land in question
is part of Aravalli hills,
its valley and/or foothilis
falling in the revenue
categories of ‘Gair
Mumkin Pahar” (where
agricuftural activities are
not permitted) and ‘Bhur’
THE GROUNI} SURVEY

“Ahout 5,959,889 trees or 82 %
of them are only from 70% of
the area, Nearly 30% of theland,
which belongs tusiratom 5, iS50
badly damaged by mining that i
hardly supports any vegetation
even after more than a decade

since the cosure of mmining,” the

report points out.

The other four strata have
thick vegetation. One of them,
comprising the core area around
he sacred Mangar Bani temple
in the foothills, has high levels
of biodiversity

Theonly category where there
isn‘t a forest is a 1,11%-acre patch
where vegetation is sparseand the
Aravaiiis granitie cove is exposed,

The area was surveyed ollow-
ing NGTs order to conduci an
independent survey of Mangar
Theorder came ina case that per-
tains to change of land use appil-
cation filed by private companies.

“+he corapanies gwned land
at Mangar and sought tochange
land category from ‘Gair Mumkin
Pahar toagrictlturs] land, After
the case filed, the companies
withdrew their application.

T
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Thousands of acres of agri-
cuitural land in around 160
villages in the district wete
submerged as the Sirhind
choe overflowed in view of
the heavy rain in the region.
A survey of the district
reveaied that several fieldg
were submerged in knee-
deep water as drains pass.
ing through the distriet

. Were overflowing. Nearly

+ 155 mm rainfall was record.
+ ed in the region in the pagt
- three days as compared to
216 mm rainfall in 2010,

Farmers could be seen
Pumping excess water out
of their fields to save their
trops. The rainwater
could also be seen enter-
- ing the low-lying areas of
Sirhind town,

Residents of Fatehpur,
Raipur, Khanpur and Har-
banspura Mullanpur vil-
lages alleged the area was
flooded as Sirhind choe that
origipated from Khara in
Mokhali district had been

e
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encroached upen. Revenue
Department records show
the width of the choe had
decreased from around 100
feet to 20 foet, _

Deputy  Commissioner
Kamaldeep Sangha said at
present the situation was
under conirol. However,

“the SDM and the officials

of the Public Works Depart-

ment had been directed 1o -

keep a close eye on the sit-
uation, he said. Sangha
said soon frees Would be
planted on both sides of the
choe to prevent encroach-
ment in the area, '

&mmmmw
Patiala: Crops, inctuding
paddy and vegetables, on
nearly 2,600 acres in various
parts of the district were
damaged in heavy rain in
the Jast two days. With
fields getting inundated,
farmers  suffered heavy
losses in Patran, Nabha and
Devigarh.

In Patran, hundreds of
acres  were submerged
when the Jhambo drain
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overflowed, The .Imgatien
Department had failed to
clean it. Nearly 15 villages,

including Thuhark, Dugaal
Kalan, Deogarh, Hariag
Kalan and Ch , wWere

inundated. Farmers report-
ed losses in nearly 12 vil-
lages in Samana.

In Nabha and Bhadson,
farmers alleged their
entire paddy crop had
been damaged,

DC sounds ajert in villages
Pathankot: Deputy Com-
missioner (D) Sukhvinder
Bingh, acting on the adviee

i
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A farmer shows his fooded paddy fields in Kangarh village near Samana on Monday. rrisung puoto: RatESH SACHAR

authorities, has sounded an
alert for villagers residing
alengside the banks of the
Ravi. The DC said the dam

officials today released
nearly 30,600 cusecs,
Dam

Superintending

of the Ranjit Sagar Dam

Engineer RI Mitta] said
keeping in view the heavy
rain in the region the
authorities had sounded an
alert. He said the water lev-
el in the dam today
fouched 523.96 metres (the

, fields in 100 villages ﬂooded

highest this season) ag
against its siorage capacity
of 527.91 metres.
Parabhjot Singh Virk,
DSP (rural), said the water
level in the Ujj was yet to
touch the danger mark

S

“Since the Met depar
men! predicted heavy rai
in the coming few days,
have directed police pe;
sonnel t¢ keep an eye o
the situation round th
cinnlr " ha added
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Latur (Maha), 12 Juky

Even as Maharashira
confinues to grappie with
an agrarian crisis, farm-
ers in Latur, one of the
drought-prone districts
in the state, are slowly
moving towards the
organic way of farming
to reduce input costs and
inerease agricutture out-
ot

FPlanting variety of
{rees on the farmiand,
using crganic manure
and bic-enzyme in soil
stabilisation are some of
ways heing adopted by
the farmers for a heaithy
growth of crops that is
safer for human con-
sumption.

“The government and
researchers have been
focusing mainly on how

to increase the yield. But
in the process, agricul-
ture has become a costly
affair with the use of
costly fertilisers, pesti-
cides and commercial
seeds. if the farmer sells
his harvest at Rs 160,
then his input costis Rs
80 angd hence the profit is
only Rs 26, Ang when
crop fails, there is a huge
debt burden due o the
heavy expenditure on

input costs,” Mahadev
Gomare, Latur Head of
8ri Sri Instituie of Agri-
cubiural Seiences and
‘fechnology Trust said.

He said the Trust is
striving to improve farm-
ers' financial condition
through the practice of
'zerc cost farming and
'sustainable practices for
irrigation.

“Land itself is a self
sufficient unit thai can

produce ail fertilisers
and pesticides reguired.
The first step is to plant
more trees. In every acre
of farmiand there should
be aroung 40 frees. Vari-
cties like shisham, san-
dalwood and neem are
ideal for this purpose.
These grow in 34 vears
and produce enough
organic matter io keep
the land fertile. They
improve percolation of
water and reduce soil
erpsion. Neem tree is the
bhest form of natural pes-
ticide,” he said.

“Also, waste material
from trees like leaves,
branches should nevor be
burnt, It should be allow-
ed to naturally decay and
become a part of the soil.
Since the Green Revolu-
tion, many new crop
varieties and hybrids

liave been introduced.
These commercial seeds
have poor resistance aga-
inst disease and require
aniple amount of water
and fertilisers,” headded.

Gomare said that
farmers should shun the
conventional way of sow-
ingasinglecropina
field as it causes deple-
tion of scil nutrients and
makes clrops susceptible
fo pest attacks.

“1t i3 possible to plant
over 156 types of fruits,
vegetables, pulses, grains
and other plantsin a sin-
gle acre of land. We have
developed model farms to
show farmers that it can
indeed be done. We
encourage farmers to
have at least around 23
different tvpes of plants
and crops in every acye of
their field,” he said.
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No immediate threat of floods in state

D|scharge of waterfrom Yamuna and Ghagga( rivers too Iow to cause harm

TRIBFNE NEWS SERWICE

CHANDIGARH, FIHY £}

There 8 no immediate
threat of fioods in Haryana
as the discharge of waler to
several reservoirs in the
siale during the past few
days has been much below
the danger level.

. Sources said the dig-
charge of rainwater from
two major rivers — the
Yamuna and the Ghaggar —
known for causing floods in

the state in the past has " g

heen "too low” o cause
floeds immediately. The
“inundating of several parts
of the siate, including
fields, is largely to be
blamed on the “localised”
rainfall, the sources said.
This, coupled with the pre-
diction of the Meteorological
Cenire, Chandigarh, of
- mostly dry weather with the
pessibility of isolated rain or
thundershowers  ‘during
next 48 o 72 hours, has
receded the prospects of
floods in the next few days.
The Daily Fiood Siuation
Report prepared by the Irri-
gation and Water Resources
Department showed water
discharge to the Hathni
Kund Barrage/Tajowala
{upstream) from the Yamu-
na was just 25433 cusecs

atéasdueto Focaiised “rain

23.5 lakh l'ze(_‘lzﬂz'es _

prone o floods in Haryana

102 vudnerable points
in state which need speciat
attention during monsoon

today morning: as sgainst
danger level of 25 lakh
cusecs. Last evening (Sun-
day}, it was 30,772 cusecs.

- Site

£VB¥Y year, the Yamuna amﬁ the Ghaggar cause ﬂoods FILE PHOTO

| WATER DISCHARGE FROM GHAGGAR | |
Site " Mowday mﬁm Sunday evenlng Danger lovel
Phuabridgeshe. .. L0GGomecs. . 108 cusees 27 fakh cusecs

;;-:::r,z&sm 51,133 cusees,

FROM YAMUNA

or Tajewat {upstream)

Hotha ¥ond Barage 25433% 3072 gses |

18T ousecs 2.5 lakh cisexs

The water discharge tethe
Hathni Kund Barrage/Taje-
wala {(downstream) today
morning was 14431 cusecs

as against the danger level of
25 iakh cusecs. M was
pegged at 18,776 cusecs veos-
{erday evening.

Similarly, discharge of
water from the Ghaggar to
the Panchkula bridge site
{Panchkula-Nada  Sahib
road bridge} was 1,058
cusecs today morning as
against the danger level of
1.27 lakh cusecs. It was

1056 «cusecs yesierday
evening.
On  the Chandigarh-

Ambala road crossing, the
discharge of water was 1,208
cusecs today i morning,
while # was 1,597 cusecs
veslerday evening. ‘The
danger level at this site is
1.91 lakh cusecs.

At Guhla Cheeka, the dis-
charge from the Ghaggar was
higher at 33,886 cusecs as
against the danger level of
51133 eusecs today morning,
H was 17248 cusecs lagt
evening. The floods in
Haryana oceur because of its
physiographic situation
which makes a depressional
saucer shape zone around the
Pelhi-Rohtak-HisarSirsa
axis, peor natural drainage
system and incessant rainfall,

Officials said about 235
lakth heclares are prone o
floods in Haryana, Acedrd-
ing to Haryana Flood Manu-
al there are 102 vulnerable
points in Haryana which
need special attention dur- |
ing the monscon.
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In 5th proiect, Assam, Bengal
& Bihar rivers may be linked

Govt To Seek STATUS OF PLANS

Only one {Ken-Betwa) ink (UHar Pradesh
and Madhya Pradesk) reaches the stage of
imphementation on ground {actual execution

Consent From
3 States Soon

Yishwa Moban
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Moving for-
ward with its grand plan of
linking rivers across the
couniry, the Centre on Mon-
day announced that ¥ will
take up the task of connect-
ing Manas-Sankosh-Teesta-
{Ganga in Assam, West Ben-
s#al and Bihar The three
states will sgon be ap-
proached for their consent.

This project, ¥ imple
mented, witl not only pro-
vide irrigation amd water
supply benefits to the three
states but alsomake provide
large quantity of surpius
water for transfer to the
southern siates.

Once these three siates
agree for 10 the plan, the
Centre will take up the task
of preparing a detailed pro-

. jectreport{DPR), including

the modalitiesof inplemen.
tation, water sharing and
actual costof theproject.

The  Manas-Sankosh-
Teesta-Ganga link will be
the fifth inter-state project.
While actual execution
work on the first project,
Ken-Betwa link, will begin
by theend of this year, three
others are at various stages
beforeheingtakenupforthe
Cabinetapproval.

All these are part of the

work {0 hegin by year-end)

Betait Project Report (DPR} of Damanganga-
Pinjal fink (Gu;ara%&aharashtra) is premmd

Rean, West Bt B 0 DI | 5305 oo corss The Betwa
tofal 30 imnter-linking of riv-  beablgtostarttheactusiexe- 1y taken a fough stand over
ers {ILR) prolects, which cutionof workontheprodect  the ILR projects. 3t had be-
was conceived during the bytheendof thisyear”. come & bone of contention

eariier NDA regime (1999
2004} under the then Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vai
payee, it includes both inter-
state and infra-state river
lnking projects.

Decision to fake up the
Manas-Sankosh-'Feesta-
Ganga for Hnking was an-
nounced by the minister of
state for wWalel resources
SanwarLaldatafterthefifth
meeting of the special com-
mitteefor iLR.

Lipdating the commitiee
on the status of the ILK pro-
jeets, Jat said, “Various
clearances related to envi-
ronment, wildiife and forest
for the Ken-Betws link pro-
Jject are in an advanced stage
of processing. L hope withall
statutory clearance, we will

Tovemine i, Y8

He said the government
would implement this na-
tiopal proeject as a modei for
the entire ILR programme
which will go a long way in
enhancing water and food
security of thecountry.

Water resources/irriga-
tion ministers from Tamil
Nadu, Gujarat, Rajasthan,
Jharkhand, UF, Maharash-
tra and Andhra Pradesh at-
tended the meeting as mem-
bersof the committee. Some
of them were of the view
that the (LR projects should
he implemented within z
definite timeframe,

The water-sharing issue
between Maharashira and
Gujarat aisecame upfor dis-
cussion during the meeting
ashoththestates had recent-

ketweern the two states when
Gujarat had in April de-
manded that Maharashtra
must agree to share more
water from Tapiif it wanted
more water from the pro-
posed Damanganga-Pinjal
link, which will supply wa-
ter fo Mumbai.

Referring to those links,
Jat sald the work for prepara-
tion of DFR of Par-TapiNar-
mada link project was in¢on-
cluding stage and it was
expecied to be completed by
thismonthend. Hesaidthels
sueof watersharing between
both the states in respect to
Damanganga-Pinjal and Par
Tapi-Narmada projeci would
be addressed after the com-
pietion of the DPH of the Par-
Tapi-Narmada link project.
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2 monsoon scrlpts Who'll get it rlght"

!MD Predicts A Deficient Monsoon While Skymet Sticks To Its Forecast Of Normal Rains

Amdt Bhattacharya
& Vishwa Mokan | tan

New Deihi: Competing fore
casts have injected a new dimen-
sion to the hazardous business
of monsoon predictionthis vear,
with private weather agency
Skymet taking 2 compietely dif-
ferent view of how rains would
perform in what are the most
crucial four months of the year
for India’s economy

While the country’s official
agency, india Meteorslogical
Department, has predicted ade.
ficient monsoon with rains fali
ing 12% short of normal, the
newkid on the biock Skymet has
stuck t¢ its forecast of "ncrmal”
rainsat 102% of the average.

Skymet has been making
monsoon predictivns for four
years now. But never has is fore-
cast been so different from IMD's.
That, and the fact that rains in
June appeared to have followed
Skymet’s script rather than
IMiYs, helped the agency grab
mediaattention like never before.

However, the ‘contest’” over
whaose prediction would bemore
accurate is far fromover,

LI Y

Aninm caanep&d@!yay

FORECAST CONTEST: ks on Manday, average countrywlde ramfall in Jaly was 36% below normal

Ason Monday, average coun-
frywiderainfail in July was50%
below normal. And with no
signs of the monsoon strength-
ening in the nextseven days, Ji-
Iv¥'s rain output could end up
closer to IMD's prediction of

92% rains for the month. Sky-
met had forecast July rains tobe
194% of average,

Overall, the monsoon is cur-
rently 3% below normal Ac
cording to Skymet's forecvast,
the monsoon is likely to he 2%

ahovenormal.

“Since July and August are
cruciai months, we are RKeeping
otir fingers crossed,” said G P
Sharma, Skymet's VE meteorol-
ogy. Theagency believesthe sec
ond hailf of July will see better

rains. Sharma said Madden Ju-
Hian Oscillation-—thefactorthat
fed to good rains in June—could
make a comeback in the second
half of this month and activate
the monsoon. Sharma, however,
said the agency could down
grade its prediction in the event
of the monsoon not strengthen-
inginthenext week or so.
irrespective of the final out
come, several officials andscien.
tists in government meteorolog
ical institutes feel it is Qifficudt
for private weather agencies
suchas Skymetfoacquirethein
frastructure for accurate long
term weather forecasting,
“IMDis using 4 supercomput-
ar for developing a coupled
weather model lor monsoon fore.
casts. We have been finetuning it
for the past three vears and # will
be another two years before the
meodel reaches its maximum pos-
sibleaceuracy Very high comput
ing power is required to achieve
high acctracy” said M Rajeevan,
director of Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorslogy which is
developing thecomputer model,
Skymet said i uses a CF8
weather mode] for its forecasts,
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GLOBAL WARMING MAY EAT UP $200 BN CROPS

Danger alarm

PRESS TRUST SF INBIA
Murnbai, 13 July

A whopping USD 200 bijlion worth of
wheat,

rice and maize crops couid be lost by
2056 globally if the issues arising
from global warming are not
addressed on a warfooting, an inde
pendent study on the impact of cii-
mate change on crop vields has
warned,

“By 2050, about USD 260 biflion
worth of creps in wheat, rice and
maize wili be lost in 2010 doilar
terms,” Arunabha Ghosh, chief
executive, Council on Energy, Envi
ronment and Water, said here today

The independent muiti-country
risk assessment on climate change
study was commissioned by the
British foreign and commonweaith
office.

The Councii on Energy, Environ-
ment and Water is an independent,
not-for-profit policy research instity-

tion addressing pressing giobal chal
lenges through an integrated and
internationally-focused approach.

The study also warned around 750
million pecpie in South Asia could
face extreme water shortage, or 1.8
biltion people could face chronic
water shoriage by 2050, due o popw
lation growth.

A decltine in crop vields mainly
considers shortening of the growing
seascn caused by higher average
temperatures, the report added.

The study looked at three major
crops in three growing areas - wheat
in Punjab, rice in Jiangsu, China,
and maize In Elinois in the US.

“A 4 degree Celsius increase in
giobal femperafures above the late
20th century levels, combined with
increasing food demand, would pose
iarger risks to food security gichally
and regicnatiy,” he warned.

With a 1. meter rise of global sea
iovel, the probability of a’160-vear
fond event could become 1,006 times

more likely in Kolkata, the report
sald. On a high emission pathway,
flooding n the Ganges hasin couid
be six times more freguent, becom:
ingan1in 5 yvear'event over the
course of the century, the report
said.

Ghosh sajd another recent study
by the agency had warned that due
to average temperatire rise and con-
sequent "urban heat stress’, over the
course of the century a majority of
heat related deaths will happen in
Dethi, Kolkata, Bangalore, Ahmed-
abad and Mumbal.

The study looked at various
aspects of risks arising due to cii-
mate change. On a2 high emission
pathway, the incidence of extreme
drought affecting cropland could
increase by about 50 per cent in
Scuth Asia, the report stated.

Ancther direct and systematic
risk of increasing climate change in
India and the woirld was the rise in
sea levels.




India may be hOtler by o
8°C, lose $200bn per year

EFFECT Tempefature likely to cross 50° Celsius mark by the turn of the century

Chatan Chauhan
n chetan@hndustanimes com

KEW DELHE Global warming isat

amuch faster pace than estimat-
ad, The visible impact would be
temperature crossing 50-degree
mark by the furn of the century
and water stress irs the porthern
part of India, anew global study
released on Monday in Londen
and Mumbai said.

Climate change could cost
India U8 $200 billion per annum
if {1t fails to ensure adequate
adaptation measures and the
countries fail to reduce their
carbon emissions, the study
— Climate Change: A Risk
Assessment — conducted by
ciimate advisors to the govern-
ments i United States, United
Kingdom and Ching, the wotld's
higgest carbon emitiers, said.

They analysed data from
across the world to arrive at
the conciusions.

“The water siress wiil
increass in coming years and
wikt have impHeations onIndia's
food security” said Arunabha
Ghesh, chief gxecutive
officer of Council on Energy,
HEnvironment and Water, the
Indian partner for the study
funded by UK foreign office.

The authors have clearly out-
lined the northern part of Indiz,
incinding Dethi, Chandigarh,
Bihar and J#ar Pradesh, as high
isnpact zone of elimate change
in ndia.

In the report, they said, said
high heat stress can have various
implications, including restric-
Hons on outdoor work and sports

= The Shangiwemughem Beach in

s
P,

GLOBAL STUDY SOUND AN ALARM

Was conductad by climate advisers to the govis in US, UK, China.

MORE FLOODS

w Tomperature would rlse | w Ganga could flood six
5t degrees Cif the glo-
bad rise s 2 degress
Colsius and up to /8
degrees if global
Increase Is 4 degrees
Celsius

BY 2050...

= indla will face acyte
© water crisis in summer
= Drought probability will
also rlse
= Food production is ikely
tgodown

and ot getting sound sieep,

Hifferent scenarigs present-
ed in the report say the tem-
perature could rise B degrees
Celsius, crossing the 50-degree
mark in cities iike Delhi,
Jaipur and Chandigarh during
stmImner.

The study reiterated the
fact that exfreme rainfall wil

HEAT WAVE

inerease in indiz and soundedan
alarm that frequency of floods
will increase in the Gangetic
plains,

Fts implication will be on
India's food security with an
astimated loss of up to US $280
hillion per vear by the furn of
this cenfury,

This ig in tune with the

tirnes more freguently

= Chances of floods in

- Kolkata will increase by
1,000 times with sea
fevel rising by one metre

WORST
AFFECTED
STATES IN INZIA
Rajasthan,

Paviab, Haivana,
Chandigarh, Delhi,
Bikar ang Uttar
Pradesh

assessment made by the Indian
Agrieuitural Research Institute,

‘Fhe report for the first time
also showed internal security
risks arising because of climate
change.

it is wall documented that a
reason for riseof IS in wasback
0 back droughts and food crises,
the study said.

‘mu .

= The stranded piigrims

RAIN SWELLS

JHELUM, HALTS
AMARNATH YATRA

HT Comrespondent

* {pter@hindustantimes.com

SRINAGAR: Inciement weather
and rain swelied the Valley's
main river, Jhelum, on Sunday
and halted pilgrimage to the
Amarnath shrine in south
Kashmiz, However, pilgrims were
allowed to move around innorth
Kashmir's Sonamarg aves after
the weather improved.

On Monday, authorities once

again had o issue anatert tothose:

tiving near the river as its hanks
had swelled after intermittent
rains since Friday The water level
in Jheluarm had gone up by mere
than six feetf, crossing the ajert
mark in Srinagar. On Surnday, the
tevel was up to arcund 19 feet.

Hut irrigation and Sood chief
engineer, Javeed Jaffer, clarified
there was no flood threat.

The Shri Amarnath Shrine
Board stopped movement of pil-
grims from base camps to the cave
shrine after rains continued along
the frek routes in the morning.
The pilgrimages had been stopped
on Sunday due to heavy rainfall
and sHppery fracks,

In the afternoon, the Baltal
route in north Kashmir's
Sonamarg was opened, aliowing
pilgrims o trek the l4knroute
ug to the shrine. But a distance
of more than 40 kilometres, from
the Pahalgsm side, was closed for
the day.
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Once the lifeline of . wéstérn UP,

YING RIVER

Peeyush Khandelwal =~ .
» fettors@hintdustantimes, com

SAHARANPUR: Kehar Singh, 70,
sits atop a hiflock in his village
in Uttar Pradesh’s Saharanpur
district, firm in the beliel that
the Hindon, “hisriver", flowsas
usual through nearby ravines,
as it used to three decades back.

The village, Purka Tanda,
is considersd the origin of

Hindon is just a toxic drain now

ey
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= The 200km-tong Mindon originates from Purka Tanda village in UIP"s Saharanpur district. i meets the
Yamuna near Dethi, adding tons of sewape fo the already choked river,

the 200km-long river, with the
Shivalik mountain ranges seem-
ingly a stone’s throw away

"My river is Sowing asusual,
I never inguire about it or go
downsiream buf the govern-
ment-made dams stili hold
water as they used to 25-38 years
hack,” Singh says.

But what he cannot see with
his failing evesight is that the
once-mighty Hfeline of the
western UP region now runs

e S

SAME WASTE

FLOWS INTO THE YAMUNA

BURHAAN XINU / HT PROTD

dry, laden with toxic efffuenis
from city municipalities and
industries dotting its banks.
The river and its two tribu-
taries flow from Szharanpur
through the UP fowns of
Muzaffarpur and Baghpat,
crossing six districts in the
state as they snake their
way to the national capital
region, meefing the Yamuna
at Danakur in the NCR.
CONTINUED ON PAGE &

" Py,

Nearly 162 dralns dump thelr pollutants inte the Dhamala, a Hindon

fributary, which merges into the Yamuna near Dalhi
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CM holds ™
meet on'ways
to deal with
heavy rain,
waterlogging

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHL JULY 13 AR
L

*

 CHIEF MINISFER Arvind Kejriwal convened
ameeting onMonday to gauge the prepared- |
ness jevels of different agencies in dealing
with the monsoon and issues of watertog-
ging, even as the municipal corporations
continued to blame the Public Works
Department {PWD) for the state of affairsin
the ¢ity after heavy rain last week,

Meanwhile, during the meeting, Kejriwal
reporediy suggested that all concerned de-
partments and agencies have toTespond bet-
ter to people’s complaings on waterlogging

" and other rain-refated issues.

Keiriwat reportedly suggested that in-
stead of installing pumps to drain out excess
wates, agencies should work on a fong-term
plan and come up with a better system to
deal with waterlogging.

“Kejriwal aso asked ali the agencies and
departments to work inan integrated mian-
ner, not in isolation, to cormbat the issue, He
was of the view that when the goal is the
same, alé departraents should join hands to
handle the situation.” said a senior official,

"Presentations on contyol measuses and
preparedness were made by the DDA, all
three MECDs, NDMC, PWD, Irrigation
Departroenit and Flood Control Departinent
during the meeting. These included details

{ onthe machines being used, evacuation sys-

| tems, complaings received, complaints han-

 died, officials deployed and other reasures
taken,” asersorofficial said.

Meanwhile, corporation officials who in-
spected areas under their jurisdiction alleged
that desilting of PWD-drains was nof carried
out. “Thedsains are fifled with debris and siit
Residents of Mundka and Tiks villages are
facing afload-tike situation due to wateriog-
ging. Sewage water is also flowing irito
houses on the ground foor,” starding com-
mittee chairman of North corporation
Mohan Prasad Bhardwai said.

Bhardwaj alse said, “We want desiiting
work of PWTD drains to be giver to the cor-
porations. The Delhi government does not
have epough manpowet, equipment of ex-
perience for thiswork, We alsodemand that
funds should be released torepair roads. Due
so waterlogging, the condition of bituminous

" roads have become worse and many of them
arenot motorable.”

South corporation officials also attacked
the Dethi government. "The government has
failed to control waterlogging in PWD areas
and Delhi residents suffered a lot as aresuit.
It is tirne ali agendcies work together to deat
with the issue,” South body mayor Subhash
Aryasaid.

The corporations have also directed
heaith officials to undertake work on con-
trofling diseases suchas dengueand malaria.

“We have compieted desiling work of al
the drains under the South body's jurisdic-
tion. Oficials have been directed to regulardy
check the functioning of purmps, All call cen-
tres have been asked to function with fll
strength and coraplaints are to be attended
immediately,” Arya sakd,




LES: A portion of read that caved in near
y Gate, - PHOTO: SUSHI. KUMAR VERMA
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Damini Nath

NEW DELHE The massive waterlog-
ging, traffic jams and inconve-
nience that Delhiites
experienced over the weekend
could have been avoided if; as en-
vironmentalists say, rainwater
was diverted and stored, and the
surface runoff prevented.

Eyery mons¢omn, the city goes
through the same drill - it pours,
the civic bodies get caught off-
guard, wafer accumulates on
roads, the traffic becomes 2
nightmare and authorities blame
each other, A year later, the cycle
repeats itself. .

However, experts say if rain-

sation programmes are carried
out across the city, the mon-
soons will hecome an enjoyable
senson in Delhi instead of a
dreaded one.

*¥f the existing rainwater har-
vesting guidelines were impie-
mented, we would not have had
waterfogging in Dethi” said Vi-
nod Jain, an activist who has
petitioned the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) on making rain-
water harvesting mandatery for
buildings over 100 square meires
and above. '

Mr. Jain said all fiyovers and
roads should have rainwater hat-
vesting mechanisms. The re-

charge pits along the roadside
wilt e used to relay the water to
an aquifer through pipes.

«“The existing rainwater har-
vesting in some areas like ATIMS
fiyover are not being monitered
properly. Plastic and trash have
been found in the recharge pits.
The lack of institutional machin-

ery and monitoring are to be

blamed,” Mr. Jain added.

Also contributing to the prob-
lem, say experts, is the increas-
ing copcretisation in Pelhi. With
pavements and roadsides getting
cemented or filed, water that
would earlier seep through is
now collecting on the sarface.

“We need to consciously re-

e i

move paved areas and look at
pavement design. These days
there are tiles available that ab-
sorh rainwater, prevent runoff
and help witl: groundwaler re-
chargge,” said Manoj Misra, the
convenor of Yamuna Jive
Abhiyaan.

Eavironmentalist Akash Vash-
ishiha, who has petitioned the
NGT to have concretisation re-
moved, said the Urban Devel-
opment Minisiry guidelines on
the jssue are being flouted in
Pelhi.

wThe roadsides were supposed
to be left with soil and mud, but
large-scale concretisation  has
left no option for groundwaicr

O A R
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drains, remove concretisation, say experts

water harvesting and de-concre-
N

recharge,” said Mr. Vashishiha,

Apart from de-concretisation,
experts say Delhi’s natural drain-
age system needs to be revived.
“There wele 201 storm water
drains in Deihi and as long as
they were kept free from sewsae
and uncovered, they carried
rainwater and Techarged the
groundwater, before falling intlo
the river,” said Mr. Misra,

ije added that Deihi has 800
water bodies that bave an impor-
tant role in urban flood manage-
ment., “There is no need to
beautify these water hodies as
some agencies have been doing.
The catchment should be made
geeure,” said Mr. Misra,

L R e L
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Central Water Commission
Technical Documentation Directorate
Bhagirath{English)& Publicity Section

Fok ek kR

725(A), North,Sewa Bhawan,
R.K. Puram, New Delhi ~ 66.

Dated ' M - J - 2 o0y
Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on
the CWC website.

/

V‘(ﬂ{? 3 )E} 1’3
9*‘}}% \7 \
Assistant Director {publicity)
Encl: As stated above.

@u(éﬁaih {English} & Publicity =7\ >

Ve

Director (T.D.)

For information of Chairman &Member (WP&P/D&R/R .M.}, CWC and all concerned,
uploaded at www cwe.nic.in
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| SlI‘hlIld choe overﬂows flelds 111 10

'I‘)wmxﬂNBws SEMCH‘ :

FATEHIGARTL SAKIE, FULYIZ

Thousands of acres of agri-’

euttural Iand in around 100

villages in the district were

submerged as the Slr?und

~ ¢hoe overflowed in view of
the heavy rain in the region.
A survey of the district
[ revealed that several fields

| were submerged in knee-

deep water as drains pass-
ing through the distriet

were overflowing. Nearly

155 mm rainfall was record-

ed in: the region in the past -

three days as compared o
i 216 mm rainfall in 2010.
i Farmers could be seen
pumping excess water oui
1: of their fields to save their
. erops. The rainwater
counid alse be seen enter-
ing the low-lying areas of
. Sirhind town. .
! Residents of Fatehpur,
‘Raipuy, Khanpur and Har-
banspura Mullanpur . vil-
lages alleged the area was
flooded as Sirhind choe that
originated from Khara in
Mohali district had been

bu»uzm

encroached upon. Revenue
Depaftment records show

" the width of the choe had

deereased froim around 100
feetto 20 feet.

Beputy. . Commissioner -

Kamaldeep Sangha said at

: present the situation was.

under - controi. However,
the SDM and the officials
of the Public Works Depart-
ment had been directed to

" keep a close eye on the sit-

uation, he -said, Sangha
said soon treef wouid be

‘planted on both sides df the

choe to prevent encroach-
ment in the area,

aqsm'mmw"

Patiala: Crops, including
paddy. and vegetables, on
nearly 2,060 acres in various
parts of the district were
damaged in heavy rain in
the last two days. With
fields geiting inundated,
farmers suffered heavy
osses in Patran, Nabbha and
Devigarh.

in Patran, hundrecis of
ackes - were submerged

when the Jhambo drain

VW ".3\,.&\4\ oo

overflowed. The Irrigation
Department had failed to
clean it. Nearly 15 villages,
including Thuharh, Dugaal
Kalan, - Deogarh, Harisu
Kalan gred Chunagra, were
inundatéed. Farmers report-
ed losses in nearly 12 vil-
fages in Samana.

In Nabha andé Bhadson,
farmers alleged their
entire paddy crop had
been damaged.

DC sounds alert in villages

Pathankot: Deputy Com-
missioner {DC) Sukhvinder
Singh, acting on the advice

.of the Ranjit Sagar Dam

son

.-'.jl?l.. ‘ ¥

authorities, has sounded an
alert for viflagers residing
alengside the banks of the
Ravi. The DC said the dam

officials  today released
nearly 38,060 cusecs.
Dam Superiniending

Engineer . RL, Mittal said
keeping in view the heavy
rain in the region the
authorities had sounded an
alert. He said the water lev-
el in' the. dam tfoday
touched 523.90 metres (the

A farmer shows his flooded paddy fields in Kangarh village near Samana or: Mondzay. TRIBUNE PHOTO: RAJESH SACHAR

highest this season} as
against its storage capacity
of 527.91 metres,
Parabhjot Singh Virk,
DSP (rural), said the water
level in the 1¥jj was yei {o

touch the danger mark.

0 Vlllages ﬂooded

“Since the Met depari-
ment predicied heavy rain
in the coming few days, 1
have directed police per-
sonnel {0 keep an eye on
the situation round ihe
clock,” he added.
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INTERRUPTED 51
groundwater extraction and

will flow no more

have affecteq

he__avy reliance on borewslls

the river’s flow
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SAHARMIPUR: The Hindon and many
of its tributaries may he gasping for
breath but one of it¢ tributaries has

ppdegapd [ ReE e

/‘6’ Ib«ﬂ?r 2—0})”"“

"7

heen turned into 2 picture of hope.

The Sk long Paon Dhoirivergot a
fresh lease of Iife in o012 when & social
movement and strong administrative
will revived the polluted river.

wihe river has a yeligious fmportance
because it has 2 number of places of
worship along its banks. It was earher
filled with solid waste and direct sewage
discharge. In 2012, district magistrate
Alok Kumar and other senior offict
got along with river activists and gave
shape to theriver revivai plan,” says PK
Sharma, atetired Ceography professos
from Saharanpur

IFH

10,0001
SOLI0 WASTE ANO STOPPEO
DIRECT OISCHARGE OF

Under the plan, volunteers and acttv-
ists fished out nearly 10,000 truck
sotid waste and stopped divect discharge

 sepe gmall sewerage outiets from
hotges wWere e into newly made
soak pits. Nearly 70-80 goak pits were
dug up. Smail drains were diveried to
higger drains away from the river. it
took nearly four months for the entire

TP e work was a bit easy
as no industrial discharge was present

T & LSRR TR
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along the river,” Sharma said.

9 Paon Dhotrives, airetching neatly '

iy from ares, flows into the

Dhamola, which was earlier a tributary

of river Hmdmbﬁtismfimwbmﬁamd
icipal discharge.

pearly 1,100 chal:

Activists sald that the river is peren-
pial and gets water from small 8
at its point of origin near Shakiapuri.
“Whilefwasa child, 1 had seen fish
and turies in the river. 1t was 50 tleals.
e river is still clear but not as mueh

as it used to he after its Tevival. It ali
depends on the administmtivewﬁiand

the interest of officials,” he added.




Rain unabated in UP

LUCKNOW: As many as 10
people were kilted ininci-
dents of house coliapse in
different parts of Uttar
Pradesh, taking the toll so
far to 25 even as heavy rain
continued to lash the state
on Sunday.

According fo reports, five
peopie were killedand twooth-
ers inpured when a “kuchha”
house colapsed amid heavy
rain it Sitapur district, about
90 km from here, on Saturday
night. Four people werc killed
in a similar incident in Aligarh
district.

Peaths were also reported
from Budaon, Azamgarh and
Hardoi districts, sources said.

Heavy rain accompanied by
steong winds caused wide:
spread destruction across the
state.

Alarge number of trees and
electric poles were uprootedin
various parts of the state block-
ing roads at many places,

Snapping of electrical wires
at many places caused power
outages for several hours,
Many areas in the state capitai
aiso experienced prolonged
disruption in power supply on
Saturday afternoon and in the
night.

The water levels of major
rivers, inchuding Ganga,
Ghaghra, Saryu, Rapti, Rar
yanga, Sharda and some others
Lave been gising. In some dis-
tricts like Barabanki, Lakhiny
pur-Kheri, Azamgarh, Ba-
haraich and Balrampur fleod
waters had inundated large
tracts of lands.

Ganga was fising in Baflia
while Ramganga waters had
entered the low Iying areas in
Moradabad town, reports said
DH News Service
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Monsoonre

e

NEW DELHI, DHNS: Though
the Southwest monsoon was
vigorous in north and eastern
India in the last three days,
farge tracts of central and
penmsular Tndia continue to be
devoid of significant rainfafl in
the iast two weeks.

The week between July 2
and July 8 witnessed 51 per
cent dig irs rainfall as the mon-
soon rerained elzsive in most
parts of india barring the
Gangetic plains. But the sky
opened up in the north and
northwestin the last 72 hours,
making up for the loss.

Northwest India that
stretehes from east Uttar
Pradesh to west Rajasthan re-
ceived 155 per centexcess rain
fall on Sunday. -

Hevald 12" ik, 2,

Df;"(c.aﬂ

Only two meteorological
subdivisions in the northwest -
west Rajasthan and Ustarakakh-
nd - received less than normal
rainfall, while the downpour
was far excess in Jamumu and
Kashmir (334 per cent more),
west Uttar Pradesh (350 per
cent excess), and Haryana,
Chandigarh and Delli {256 per
cent additional).

Other three regions — east
and north east, ceniral and
peninsula - barelyreceved any
rain on Sunday because of
which the country as a whole
is five per cent short of s reg-
ular rainfali,

But taken the monsoon
showers from Jupe 1 into ac
count, the cumulative deficien
Cy is just two per cent.

Weather scientists, however,
feel that the shortage could in-
tensify because of a full blown
El Nino that made the Pacific
active, “There are typhoons in
the Pacific, which are not good
for us. We will have to watch
for the next 2-3 days as there
are reports on weakening of
some of the typhoons,” said M
Rajeevan, director of Indian In-
stitute of Tropical Meteorology,
Pune.

The area under summer
¢kharif} crop is more than 445
iakh hectares on July 10, which
is 50 per cent more than last
vear. This inclades five times
more sowing of oilseeds, dou-
bling of coarse cereals and ad-
ditional area under puises.
With adequate water in 9

sl T

ains elusive in some parts

reservoirs, the government has
not pressed the panic button
vet, though officiais are watch-
ful. Twice in the iast two moths,
the Indian Meteorological De-
partment forecast beiow nor
mual rainfall because of the B
Nino factor, which starts from
unusual warming of the sea
surface in the Pacific.

The IMD forecasts for the
next three days suggests rain-
fali would continue to occur in
the north and east, but from
Wednesday, there are strong
chances of shower in Kerala
and Karnataka. .

Pelhi received an average of
80 mm rainfall, bringing the
national capital to its knees and
Patam station recorded close
0 100 mm rainfall,
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Rains plck up, drought fears recede

Half way Into Season, Monsoon Only 2% Below Average, Within Normal Range

Amit.Bhattacharva @timesgroup.com

New Delhi: It hasn't washed away the
fears of deficit rainfall, ut the mon-
suon's satisfactory performancesofar
has sharply reduced the possibility of
3 second consecutive drought in the
eolntry this year.

in a drought year, average nation:
wide rainfall is at least 9% below nor-
mal. As of now, almost halfway into
the rainy season, the monsocon is 2%
below average, still within the normai
rangoof 96%. 104%

From here on, a countrywide
drought wotld occur only i rains are
meore than 14% below average for the
restof themonsoon season. Giventhat
overall metearclogical conditions
have beenadverseforrainsinindiabe.
cause of the Ei Nino factor; monsoon
has sofarbeen better than expected.

What's been good for Khurdf sow-
ing is the wide distribution of rains,
with every region having received ohe
or two good wet spells. The latest
romd of monsoon activity, which be-
gan around July 6, brought heavy
showers to the northern plains where
rain deficlt had been growing in the
past coupleof weeks.

“fhe spell of wet weather in the
northern piaing is expected to last an-
other two-three days. After that, wede

The wide distribution of raing is expected to increase kharif crop production

notseemajormonsoon activity except
ineast and northeast India, atJeast for
therestof the coming week," sall BP
Yadav. director, India Meteorological
Department.

AsonSunday, 11 of the 368 meteoro.
logical subdivisions in the country
had reccived deficient rains, which at
that subdivisional level is defined as
rains 20% or more below normal. Most
of these areas lie along the west coast
and adloining areas, apart from Raya
laseemu in Andhra Pradesh and a
clutchcf states inthenortheast. Many
of these areas had received rains in
June,

However, the danger of deficii
rainfall for the rest of the season per-
sists. Despite heavy rains in north In-
dia over the past week, the monsoon
remains 28% below normal in:the
month of July This deficit could grow
as theecurreist rain spell weakens.

“Overall, the cutlook still isn't too
hright as Bl Nine grows stronger and,
under its influence, & higher than usw
al freguency of typhoons is oxpected
in the Pacic,” suid an expert.

Typhoons usually take away ener
gy from India's southwest monsoon.
However some of these storms can ab
s0 increase rains in couniry, if they
head westwards towards the Bay of
Bengal,
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