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Shore dwell

ings Swept off,

people rush to govt shelters
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'yV 8pm, the corporation,
B along with National Dis-
A_Taster Response Force
and thecitypolice had cleared
650 uprooted trees and fallen
signboards and street lamps.
Teams were working over-
night and reinforcements we-
rebeingbroughtinfromother
districts. The corporation sa-
id by Tuesday morning, the
main roads would becleared.

The city had gone to sleep
on Sunday with the weather-
man’s warning; it woke up to
rain and wind that gained
strength as the day passed in
foreboding twilight. By eve-
ning, the Met department
recorded 110mm of rain at the
city centre and 170mm near
the airport. Added to the rain
since Sunday morning, it to-
talled 199mm.

Wind speed exceeded
140kmph on Marina beach,
and by 4pm, tides were rising
above the predicted Im mark.
Fishermen’s huts and dwel-
lings along the shore were
swept off, forcing people to
scramble to government shel-
ters and nearby buildings. Pe-
ople on the roads were stuck
for hours due to diversions
and blocks. All suburban ser-
vices were suspended by 1pm,
leaving commuters stranded

NDRF deploys 19 teams in TN, Andhra

he National Disaster Response Force has deployed 19 teams

inthe coastal regions of Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh for
reliefand rescue operations following cyclone Vardah making
landfall. NDRF chief RK Pachnanda said while eight teams were
ready in various areas of Tamil Nadu, sevenwere in Andhra
Pradesh, apart from a few others in nearby locations. “Some
more teams areonalertin Arrakonam and Guntur and they can
be transported immediately in case they are required,” the
NDRF director general said. Each NDRF team, comprising

around 45 men, is equipped with rescue gadgets and boats in

ordertorespondto any situation emerging due to the cyclone.
The armed forces have also beenasked to be on standby
with the Army, Navy and IAF prepared to be deployed as and
whenrequired. S P Selvam, DIG, NDRF, said force personnel
were conducting recce of the areas and familiarising
themselves with the help of local guides. “There is a lot of
change in preparedness compared to previous years. The state
agencies had a meeting on Sunday. The chief secretary of Tamil
Nadu government held a meeting. High-level meetings were
held by the government of Andhra Pradesh also, which our

officers attended,” he said. Tnn

across the city and its sub-
urbs. Platform roofs at the
Chennai Beach and Central
stations swayed in the wind
and one on Beach collapsed. .
Hundreds of passengers
were stuck at Chennai Cen-
tral station without electrici-
ty or charge in their phones
even as buses and cabs stop-
ped plying after 1 pm. Passeng-
ers were unable to seek shel-
ter 1n the waiting rooms whe-
re the roofs leaked. Shanti
Varadarajan, 30, who was wai-
ting to board a train to Banga-

lore, was stranded at the sta-
tion after all morning trains
were cancelled. “I was there
for more than six hours as ¢o-
wldn’t find a cab or a bus to go
back home,” she said. A few
autorickshaw drivers, who
were willing to ferry passeng-
ers, charged double the rate.
Airport director G Chandra-
mouli said from midnight till
8am on Monday, 46 flights de-
parted from the Chennali air-
port. Twenty seven flights we-
re diverted to other airports
and five werecancelled.
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Cyclone kills

Thousands Of
Uprooted Trees
Choke Traffic

TiMES NEws NETWORK

Chennai: Cyclone Vardah
howled through Chennai bet-
weenlpmand2.30pm on Mon-
day, killing at least sjx people
and maiming the Clty,

Most of the deaths, inclu-

CHENNALESHTS ws ok p1g

ding that of g three-year-old
boy, were due to wall collap-
sestriggered by wind and tor-
rential rain. Hours after the
winds that touched 140kmph
died down, Chennai was still
on 1its knees, fighting road
blocks caused by uprooted

trees, and a virtual blackout.

“I’ve never seen anything
like (this) in my life,” said a
popular weather blogger who
goes by the name ‘Tami] Na-
du Weatherman’, on Facebo-

ok. “(It’s) absolute carnage
here.”
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6, plunges Ch
, Shuts down airport

> Cyclone Vardah makes landfali near

! Chennai between

2.30pm and 4,30pm

-« > Hits the coast with windspeed of

L - - up to 14¢ kmph at Marina Beach

i > 6 dead, more than 17,000 evacuated in

*r .

i ™ Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh
' > 199mm of rain in Chennai since

5% B Sunday: 170mm at airport on Monday

Designated as a “very se-
vere cyclonic storm” and the
firsttohit Chennaisince 1994,
Vardah left in its wake a trail
of destruction. Thousands of
trees — the city corporation
counted 2,810 — fell, Injuring
people, crushing cars, block-
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J > Airport shut since 8am, flights hadnt
& resumed till Monday night

» Virtual blackout across City as cables
Snap. State electricity board officials say
it will be at least a day before power is
restored to all areas

ingroadsand choking traffic.
The city airport remained
shut since 8am as tflights co-
uld not land or take off in the
gusty winds.

Southern Railway called
off 39 trains and rescheduled
several more; metro and sub-

(‘3‘ ILIIG

ennai

urban services were also hit.
Schools, colleges, offices and
factories were closed. In Tey-
nampet, the cyclone ripped
away thefacade of a hotel.

Trains of the metro rail,
mass rapid transit system
and suburban services were
also affected.

There was a virtual black-
out after cables shapped in
the wind. In some places, po-
wer lines were shut down to
preventaccidents.

With many feeder lines
tripping, power supply was
disrupted across the city. The
state electricity board offici-
als were able to assess the da-
mage only in the evening af-
ter the cyclone passed: it will
take a day to restore power to
all areas.

»Shore dwellings swept off, P11
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Chennai: The strongest cyclo-
ne witmessed by Chennai in
two decades left train opera-
tions in the city and its neigh-
 bouring suburbs in disarray.
While 31 long-distance trains
were cancelled, suburban ser-
vices ‘were suspended from
Ipm andmany more trains we-
re strahded at locations outsi-
de Chennai.

Sixteen trains were held up
in the Jolarpettai-Chennail
Central section and four trairis
in the Villupuram-Chennai Eg-

more section. Platforms on

Chennai Beach and Central
stations were badly damaged.
Overhead cables snapped on
the Chennai-Arakkonam Ssec-
tor, trees fell on the track at Pe-
rambur, Egmore and Chetpet,
which delayed and later led to
the suspension of services.
Passengers at Chennal
Central were stranded without
electricity as also cab and auto
services, though food was aval-
lable in the umpteen stalls. At
around 1pm, bus services stop-
ped and auto drivers began to
charge a premium of at least
Rs 100 above the meter rates.
Suburban commuters were
stranded at different stations
en route. Railway Protection
Force personnel escorted com-
muters from stranded EMU
trains near Ennore station to

the nearest bus stands. Rail-

way officials ensured that tra-
ins with pantry cars were
stocked up properly.

- Atthe Chennai airport, wa-
terlogging on the primary run-
way and taxi track disrupted
340 services. Twenty-seven
flights to Chennal were diver-
ted to other airports, nine
flights were delayed and five
were cancelled, said airport di-
rector G Chandramoull.

The airfield, closed since
gam, was scheduled to be ope-
ned at 9pm but airport authori-
ties postponed it till midnight.
“Only when the weather turns
normal services will be resu-
med,” said an airport official.

About 300 passengers, Who,

either came to board a flight or
had landed at the airport, were
stranded at the terminal since
Sunday night since. cabs and
other transport services were
not available outside, said Ch-
andramouli. Airports Authorti-
ty of India distributed food to

Very '
severe @ <63kmph £ 63-118

tropical km h
storm D ol

Fierce winds of up to

battered the ensely Y

sopulated coast since - -
Sunday

» Satellite pictures
indicated that the ‘eye’
of the storm may have
crossed right over
Chennai & its immediate
neighbourhood

Thecyclone made W willpass ¥
landfall in Chennal 3R through south ¥
between of Goa '

2. 30pm & 4. 30pm

y IMPACT
¢ gsdiﬁ mph » The storm blew out window
| | nanes from high-rise buildings

» Fierce winds uprooted trees,
electricity pylons

» Power outages in many
parts of the city

» At least six killed

» Flight operations suspended
at Chennai airport. Some
Chennai-bound passenger
flights were diverted to
Colombo owing to a storm

» Runways ﬂoode‘d
» Train services suspended
» At least 24 houses damaged

EVACUATEI & cA y ION ED

Over

17,000+ 0
people . 23 000 .
evacuated peaple across TN moved tn
fromlow- ¢ | relief centres, about 10,0@6
-:- .Iymg areas | ~iin Andhra Pradesh
Fishermen in TN & Andhra Wi "

y !? , to head out for the next twe daws as the
. -seasare expected toberough = -

CYCLONE TRACK [E]

Cyclone season | . 99's supercyclone | Winds of more
runs from April | Aila brought winds | than 200 kmph
to December over 300 kmph dunng Phailin

the stranded flyers on Monday

afternoon, he said. Private car-
rier IndiGo said it will refund
infull passengers whoseflights
were affected by Vardah.

torin St 30 diving in Chennai -
was about three eams on
, » Schools & colleges
feet high standby remained closed

WAITING FORTHE STORM ity i

INDIAN NAVY'S OPERATION MADAD /N |

» Indian Navy ships | includes food, tents, | » Shelter places
Shivalik & Kadmatt . clothes, medicines and . identified, medical
sailed out early - blankets ~ teams on standby
on Monday from - » 10 diving teams
Visakhapatnam ~ onthe two ships, Six :arg%allc:ys'ﬂ%]elldertake
to Chennai with -~ ready forimmediate _
medical teams, ~ deployment > Naval aircraft also
divers, inflatable - » 2divingteams ~ onstandbyat the
rubber boats and _ on standby at  naval air stations of

relief material, Wthh Visakhapatnam Raiali and Dega

The storm was named by Pakistan. Yardal' means ‘red rose’ Names of

-~ cyclones in the Indian Ocean Region are decided by the region’s countries by

turn — India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Thailand, Myanmar, Maidives and Oman
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IT employees work from homé, faétories shut

Chennai:ITajorslike Cooni | . .
oL 1o and Voo g o e om bome had  sendorkers o sty ssing e
rom- - . - andinternetconnec-  nsity of the wi '
-home option to many of their emp- tivity was poor,” Nasscom VP K Pursg- :Illsilég;};‘ tal;etgér::%sélgralgﬁill(lg; brancheg
. - up spee

hed

¥eity Thefew whodid eo . ; . evenassome ATMs i ; :
hodidgowereallo- Factories,smalland big, near Chenn-  to dispense cash%iﬁ?}?ﬁ%ﬁg?ﬁ?g%?

33? Monday as cyclone Vardah las- hothamansaid.
wdeave early. “More t 30% of IT ai " Whi
y. than 90% of IT ai were mostly shut. While some bigger = vitypoorand patchy, consumers found it
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DC CORRESPONDENTS
CHENNAI, DEC. 12

Chennai resembled a
ghost town on Monday
while Cyclone Vardah left
a huge trail of destruction
In neighbouring Tiruval-
lur and Kancheepuram
districts too.

Bringing back scary
memoriles of December
2015, Vardah, the most
severe storm to hit the
state capital in two
decades, pounded the
Chennai coast with devas-
tating wind force touching
150 kmph and left its
stamp of devastation as it
made landfall  near
Chennai Harbour on
Monday evening.

Tamil Nadu government
and National Disaster
Response Force officials
said that according to pre-
liminary reports, there
were at least nine deaths,
seven of them in Chennai.
One person died in
Kancheepuram and anoth-
er in Nagapattinam, offi-
cials said and added the
toll could increase even as
nearly 10,000 people living
In low-lying areas were
moved to safety.

The airport shut opera-
tions from 11 am on
Monday. Latest reports
indicated that it would be
opened only at 11 pm.
Suburban trains were can-
celled due to gusty winds
and buses went off roads

@ 9 dead as Cyclone hits metropolls W1th 150 kmph wmds heavy ram ;
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POLES D AMAGED N
13,384: Numberof ST PR T
trees uprooted by . . .
Cyclone Vardah. - [ W SV gl . 7 A
3,400: Number Of ----- B R
electricity poles =~ [ESEE B Y
uprooted. The e, g E: 1

| cyclone damaged

transformers =
- 10,000; Number of'.ij"' '''''
people moved to ------
safer places_ L a

297: Number of
relief camps m
All train and hus . Rl . o __
| operatmns D B SR - e e
part Of the day Locals remove a traffic 5|gnal that was uprooted by winds due to Cyclone Vardah to
clear the way for traffic. — PTI

for most part of the day.
Chennai, Tiruvallur and
Kancheepuram districts
were engulfed in darkness
as power supply was dis-
connected as a precaution-
ary measure.
Chief Minister O. Pan-
neerselvam said late on
Mon-day that restoration
of electricity would begin l
at midnight and would be -
restored in two days. .

M Page 6: Chennai goes
dal_'k as power cut
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R. MOHAN | DC
CHENNAI, DEC 12

the roads, it was Chennai’s Volunteers Spanned out to
brave volunteers who took monitor the one-way traffic,
the breath away, stopping vehicle movement

It appears Chennai is yet to Coming out on to the On one side of the road to

get out of the throes of its
December Syndrome.

The tsunami (2004), branches of trees that were to make it Smoother than
Cyclone Thane (2011), floods obstructing main roads. €Ven on normal days.
(2015), Jaya’s death (2016) , d yet, even as- Although only those who Using their Whatsapp
and Cyclone Vardah blow- winds €xceeding 180 kmph really needed to be out in groups — brepared to fight
Ing through on Monday were blowing across the city, such weather were commut- lagt year’s flooding — "tg
- Were all events that took ¢ivie staff and police patrgls ing, it was up to the volun: good effect, the Civic staff

Place in the Were up and ahout checking teers to keep even those peo- monitored reports of fallen

ecember what they could do to help. ble moving. Not only did trees to rush its staff as well
and 2 of 201 While Mmany of them went these volunteers clear the g3s Bobcats and other tree-

ays in the beyond their call of duty in main roads of trees, they moving equipment to help
o0 cms of grappling with problems on also controlled traffic flow. clear the main roads.
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AP escapes Storif inipact

DC CORRESPONDENTS
VISAKHAPATNAM, NELLORE,
TIRUPATI, DEC. 12

Cyclone Vardah, that ma-
de its landfall at Chennai,
latgely spared AP but
heavy rain pounded

Chittoor, Nellore, Ananta--
pur, Prakasmn and Kada--

pa districts on Monday.

Squally winds uprooted
trees and electricity poles
in parts of these districts
and toppled several motor
vehicles, including an oil
tanker near Sullurpeta.

Train and flight servicesl,

were hit and normal life
was thrown out of gear

‘The Railways cancelled or

dwerted varlous

RSl e————

Monday Air services were

- suspended at Tlrupatl air-

port
The heavy rain inundat-

ed several low-lying areas
of Tirupati and .there was

water-logging at the
Tirumala. temple.

l Page 6: APtosee more

rain today
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DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNALI, DEC 12

Rail and flight services in
Chennai were affected by
the heavy rain and strong
5 winds that lashed the city
“and other coastal areas of

Tamil Nadu due to
cyclone Vardah, officials
said.

Around 25 incoming.
flights, including those

.......

from international desti-
nations, were diverted to
‘the nearby Hyderabad SEESE.
and Bengaluru airports gEEEss ,_ .
'gue to _strq111_g win%is and  IEENER im0 A
visibility, oilicia | , _ _ _
saai%_ sibility, olficlals Top: Thousands of trees coliapsed in Chennali, crushing parked cars. Right: A video
Nearly 25 outbound grab shows the intense storm blowing windows off the city’s Hyatt hotel

flights were delayed, offi-

cials said, adding that
there was no inundation
of the runway despite the
heavy rains. An emer-
genicy management team
was on standby to meet
any eventuality, they
said. The Southern
Rallway meanwhile,
announced suspension of

RN TR S
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services on the Chennai
Beach and Velacherry
MRTS route. -
‘Similarly suburban rail
services on the MMC-

Gummidipoondi line
were also suspended
until further notice.

Some passenger trains
coming to Chennai and

L e - ¥R | L ey
- :. APy e, - T T ) T
. B i o - TR | gt R I . U
L I v, ,
iy T P SRR gl e Ay

P ] e I LI A 1 - B . =t .
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Rail passengers had a tough time making their way in and out 0
station on Monday. Rains are expected to continue into Tuesday

‘the

leaving the city were also
diverted.

The Airports Authority
of India said it would
review the situation at
Chennai airport,
from where no flight
operation had taken
place since Monday
morning. Airlines have

.'I-'-:il-!:‘.l' "_:.; ',:l
' ; )
"5 :‘-1 M . . R ! ; i ; % '.;:'L *:..ﬂ;;;
AN A e T RN Ok
f Nellore railway
L}
- DC

said their passengers will
either be refunded or
offered discounts on con-

‘necting flights that will
‘be organised to Chennal

later.

Internationally, Sri
Lanka has called off all
fights in and out of
storm-hit Chennai.
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@ First massive cyclonic storm to -
hit the Chennai coast since 1994

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, DEC 12

Chennai and its suburbs
plunged into darkness
on Monday as Cyclone
vardha — packing
extreme windspeeds —
slammed into the city’s
coastline.  Electricity
was cut off to ensure
that no untoward inci-
dent took place.

In a matter of few
hours, the storm
brought down over 3,400
electric poles across the
city, officials said on
Monday evening.

Almost every part of
~ the city and towns and
villages in Tiruvallur
and Kancheepuram dis-
irict were plunged into
darkness officials have
instructed local authori-
ties to bring down more
poles to prevent electro-
cution deaths.

A few places 1n
Chennai, where the
wind speed was more
than 60 to 70 kmph, lost
power supply on Sunday
night itself and people
‘were waiting for power
lines to be restored
towards late Monday
evening.

«pPower was cut off as a
precautionary measure.
We did not want any
untoward incidents due
to power supply. We had
issued directions to our
personnel to cut off sup-
ply as and when it 1S
needed. A total of 3,400
poles have been uproot-
ed,” the state’s
Electricity Minister P
Thangamani said.

Trees blocked mbst of Chennai'
several major roads, including the famous Anna Salal, Grand Sou_thern Trunk road was affected

ﬁﬁe Telegraph ( Kolkata )
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S CHADS [N CHENNAL
Sofrenewe B BRI | Cyclone Vardah

made landfall near Chennai on Monday
bringing in winds clocking over .
- 120 kmph. -

v have been upl‘OOted
across the city. .

o e ner e from low-lying areas in

north Chennai, Pazhaverkadu in .
Tiruvallur district and villages off
Mamallapuram, in Kanchipuram district -
5 relief camps. .

ne Assam Tribune ( Guwahati )
ne Times of India ( Mumbai )

- uproote

.......

s main roads as Cyclone vardah wreaked havoc on Monday noon. Tr

- gusting
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mattér of hours, Vardah

d over 3,400 power poles
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' The number of people living

9 400 along the Bay of Bengal coast in
) 4 sPS Nellore district of Andhra

pradesh who were evacuated to relief camps.

& Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu has
announced that Andhra Pradesh was ready to

 extend all help to neighbouring Tamil Nadu.

= Gale wind speed reaching 100-110km per hour
to 120 kmph was very likely to prevail dur-
ing the next 12 hours in Nellore and adjoining areas
of Prakasam districts of Andhra Pradesh.
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BENGALURU: The effect of
cyclone Vardah will be ex-
perienced by South Interior
Karnataka resulting in rains
in the districts of Chikkabal-
lapur, Kolar, Ramanagaram
and Bengaluru Urban and
Rural in the next couple of
days, bringing succour to
people affected by a failed
Northeast monsoon,
Cyclone Vardah, which hit
the Tamil Nadu coast on Mon-
day, is turning into a depres-
sion and is likely to end the
prolonged dry spell in some of
the North Karnataka districts,
according to officials of the
Karnataka State Disaster
Monitoring Centre (KSDMC).
“The rains due to cyclone
Vardah will come as a much

least result in filling up of a
few tanks and improving the
ground water levels in pockets
of South Interior Karnataka”,
KSDMC Director G S Srini-
vasa Reddy said.

Reddy said that water bod-
1es in villages of Kolar and
Chikkaballapur districts have
completely dried up and farm-
ers are providing water to
their cattle by drawing it from
borewells.

“Cyclone Vardah has start-
ed losing its strength and has
become a deep depression and
will turn into a depression.
The low pressure due to the
depression will help in attract-

—
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evening. DH PHOTO

Ing moisture bearing clouds
over the state. The forecast is
that it will rain initially in

Chikkaballapur, Kolar, Ra-

managaram, Bengaluru Rural
and Bengaluru Urban and lat-
er in Kodagu and Uttara Kan-
nada”, Reddy told DH on
Monday evening. *

The rains will, however,
have not much effect on agri-
cultural activities. The pro-
longed dry spell has already
affected standing crops on
23.79 lakh hectares. There is
no scope for any sowing in the
coming months, he said. -
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Cyclone Vardah to bring rains t6 rts 6yaya
May lead to filling up of t ‘

inagar on Monday
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79% deficiency in rain

Karnataka is witnessing worst drought in the last 46 years. The
Northeast monsoon begins in October and, tili date (Decem-
ber 12), the rainfall deficiency has been 75%, surpassing the

previous worst-ever deficiency

recorded in 1988 (76%). This

has come as a double whammy for the state which has wit-
nessed a failed Southwest monsoon (June to September 2016),

Rains in Kodagu district and
its surrounding areas could
help in pushing up the water
levels in the KRS, the Kabini
and.the Harangi, three of the
four reservoirs'in state’s Cau-
very basin. The total capacity

of live storage in the major
reservoirs of the Cauvery
basin is 104.5 tmcft while the
present storage is only 16 tm-
cft, the lowest in the last 46
years.

DH News Service
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CHENNAI/AMARAVATI (AP):
A cyclonic storm swept the
Tamil Nadu coast on
Monday, leaving a trail of
destruction and claiming at
least four lives.

. Heavy rain battered Chen-
nal, Kancheepuram, Thiruval-
lur and Cuddalore districts in
Tamil Nadu, and Nellore and
Chittoor districts in Andhra
Pradesh. Hundreds of houses
were damaged when the cy-
clone, named Vardah, hit the
coast between 2 pm and 6 pm.

The cyclone was described
as the most intense since 1994,
and weather officials said the
winds swept the coast at a furi-
ous 100 km an hour.

Thousands of people living
in low-lying areas were evacu-
ated to camps run by the gov-
ernment. In Chennai, hun-
dreds of trees were uprooted
and traffic came to a standstill.
Power and phone lines lay tan-
gled on the streets, hampering
relief efforts. A central disaster
response team was deployed in
the worst-affected areas.

A government release said
about 250 trees and 40 electric
poles had fallen. The damage
could not be assessed immedi-

_—atelrasthe-rolief toams were

primarily engaged in rescuing
people. - o

1dead in AP
Cyclonic storm Vardah bat-

The Telegraph ( Kolkata )

and poles that biocked the movement of t

tered Nellore, Chittoor, YSR
Kadapa and Prakasam districts
of Andhra Pradesh.

An uprooted electric pole
claimed a man’s life in Aligiri-
varipalem near Chittoor. Power
supply to several villages was
disrupted in the Nellore area.

According to the Andhra
Pradesh Disaster Management

Attthority, abowut 12,000 people

living along the Nellore coast

have been evacuated.

In Tirumala, the main en-
trance of the temple was inun-
dated. Fire tenders were called

[Egodiet ( aesT )

ROUGH WEATHER: Winds at a furious 100 Km an hour swept the coastline, uprooting trees

In to pump out rain water.,

In Chittoor, standing crops
of sugarcane and mango were
damaged in hundreds of acres.

Travel update

Alrline, train and bus services
have remained suspended in
Chennai and parts of Tamil

Nadu and Andhra Pradesh

Several domestic and inter-

national flights were cancelled.

The South Central Railway

and the APSRTC cancelled
services on the Vijayawada-Sul-
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rafficin Chennai on Monday. pri

lurpeta-Chennai route. The Vi-
jayawada-Chennai-Vijayawada
Pinakini Express has been di-
verted via Renigunta and Ar-
rakkonam.

Some other express trains
onthe Chennairoute have also
been diverted via Arrakkonam.
Many trains bound for the
northern states are stranded.

= The SouthrWestern Railway

has cancelled and diverted sev-
en trains on Monday and
Tuesday,

» Cyclone, Page 9

Related reports, Page 9
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Several flights
diverted to city

Several flights bound for
Chennai were diverted to
Bengaluru on Monday as
the runway was flooded.
Sixteen of the flights
landed at 8 pm in the city,
reports DHNS.

Rain in south
Interior K'taka

Under the influence of cy-
clone Vardah, Chikkaballa-

pur, Kolar, Ramanagaram,

- Bengaluru Urban and Ru-

ral districts will reeeive
rain in the next couple of
days, bringing succour to
people affected by a failed
monsoon. Details on P5
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moderate

ranfall; more

senior IMD official, the rainfall
and the subsequent drop in
temperature were caused by
the severe cyclonic stormh Var-
dah, which made landfall in
Chennai during the day.

Under the influence of the
Cyclonic storm, Bengaluru will
receive one or two spells of rain-
fall over the next one or two
days, the official added. -

The sudden rainfall took peo-
ple by surprise. Motorcyelists
were seen looking for shelter.
Traffic slowed down in several
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Cal_cutta anrpon official Ram Gopal’s mobile phone camera
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An uprooted tree that afood-deliver ' alcutia working in Chennai, sent  WER"S - e o - —
mashed a food-delivery scooter  this picture of fallen trees blocking A car covered in tree branc hs at the othrr?n(gI‘IgSSaOfl ) Compre aRer the
- e | e al complex where homemaker

lies across the road leading from Chandan Baneriee’ ew ce:Course ata gu with her ban
| | eérjees the play area and flooded dri '
workplace t ' ' plex races -
Kp 0 his home in Ashok Nagar of his Mogappair West complex | ' Ram emdizwgs where Swahg sb Gda nnd?l'"n"ves Cacmanker
1 | usbana and their little daughter
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Cydbne Vardah sucked
away moisture from
Calcutta and cleared
the way for cold winds
from the north that
herald winter in the city.

The minimum
temperature in Calcutta
was 14.8°C on Monday
and weather officials
announced that winter
had arrived.

Telecom company
Vodafone.blamed the
cyclone for “glitches in
our data services’
because of which
thousands of its users
in Bengal could not
access the Internet on
their mobile phones.

At least seven flights

- from Calcutta to
Chennai were
cancelled and one was
diverted. &

Railway officials said
the Howrah-bound
Chennai Mail was
cancelled.“The
Calcutta-bound
Coromande! Express is
coming through a
diverted route. There
are no other
cancellations as of
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Barrage

of trees In

Chennai

G.C.SHEKHAR

Chennai, Dec. 12: Cyclone
Vardah uprooted trees and
blew off toll plazas as it cut
a swathe of destruction th-
rough Chennai this after-
noon, handing the city a
December date with disas-
ter for the second consecu-
tive year.

But unlike last winter’s
fioods that killed over 500 peo-
ple in and around a city
caught unawares, a better-
prepared state government
appeared to have been able to
contain the death toll today:.

Chief minister O. Pan-
neerselvam said three per-
sons had died but revenue of-
ficials said the toll was seven,
mostly from wall collapse.

If the floodwaters had left
Chennai marooned last De-
cember, some 4,000 fallen
trees barricaded it today
Wwind speeds of up to
120kmph flattened homes,
snapped communication and
power lines and knocked over
cars.

Chennai airport was shut,
with all flights cancelled and
44 international and 123 do-
mestic flights diverted. Many
trains were scrapped too.

The severe cyclonic storm
made landfall around 3pm at
a spot 10km north of the city
after portending its arrival
through the day with gusty
winds and heavy rain.

But weather scientists

[

said the cyclone, “very se-
vere” with wind speeds of
120-130kmph over the Bay of
Bengal, weakened slightly be-
fore landfall to 100-110kmph,
eusting to 120kmph.

This evening, the admin-
istration was struggling to
keep at least the main thor-
oughfares open for emer-
gency service vehicles.

“Just after we had cleared
the major roads of the fallen
trees, a second spell of wind
after the cyclone had crossed
uprooted a few more, render-
ing our work useless,” a po-
lice officer said.

“It’s the worst cyclone
Chennai has seen since 1996,”
said S. Ramanan, who retired
as director of Chennal’'s
weather office sometime
after last vear’s December
deluge. “With heavy rain fore-
cast after the cyclone weak-
ens, the worst is not over.”

Panneerselvam, just find-
ing his feet after the shock of
his mentor Jayalalithaa’s
death last week, had met offi-
cials from various depart-
ments vesterday to form a
contingency plan. The results
showed that a ready and re-
sponsive administration can
restrict the human cost.

Two fishermen were re-
ported missing off the
Andhra coast but 18 from
Tamil Nadu were rescued,
PTI said.

“We had been tracking the
cyclone for the past few days,

so the usual drill was iIn
place,” Chennai civic com-
missioner D. Karthikeyan
said.

“We identified and evacu-
ated the most wvulnerable
areas. Food packets, water
and warm clothing were pro-

NEE T
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vided to those shifted to safer
places. Last year’s deluge
took us by surprise but this
time we were prepared.”
Officials said the damage
could be assessed only after
the winds subsided tomor-
row. “We responded to emer-

gencies like people trapped in
vehicles because of fallen
trees. The damage to infra-
structure like transformers,
lampposts and roads can be
assessed when things quieten
a bit,” Karthikeyan said.
Chennai had gone into a

N : 'i s .t ,:m:"_ut: _:f"_ e
Fallen trees block a road in a residential colony in Chennal

protective shutdown, just as
it had last Monday in antici-
pation of Jayalalithaa’s pass-
ing.

Shops and restaurants, al-
ready suffering from the cash
crisis and the two days of clo-
sure following Jayalalithaa’s

death, were shut because of
the cyclone warning. They
found their signboards blown
away.

Officials said the neigh-
bouring districts of Kanchee-
puram and Villupuram too
took a heavy battering.

- —
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“Resolve Indus

Water Issue
Amlcably

" TiMES NEws NETWDRK

New Delhi: World Bank has
written to India and Pakistan -

announcing its decision to

stall the twoparallel processes

— appointment of a neutral

expert and sefting up of a co-
urt of arbitration-—toresolve

the disputes over Kisheng-

anga and Ratle hydroelectric.

projects in J&K. Sources in
the government described the
decision asa vindication of In-
dia’s principled stand that the

Sources in the govt
- described World
“Bank’s decision as a
- vindication of .
§  India’s principled -
- stand that thetwo -
processes couldn’t
be initiated
snmultaneously

| two processes couldn’t be 1111

tiated simultaneously. © : e
The bank asked India and

Pakistantoresolvetheissues

in an amicable manner and
in line with the spirit of In-
dus Waters Treaty.

The government had po
inted outon 10 November 2016
the legal untenability of the

* WorldBank launchingtwosi-

multaneous processes for ap-

and establishment of a court
of arbitration, as requested
by Pakistan, to adjudicate
technical differences betwe-
en India and Pakistan on Kis-

henganga and Ralte projects.
- “By temporarily halting -

both the processes now, the

Bank has confirmed that pur-

suing the two concurrent
processes can render the Tre-
aty (Indus Waters) unwor-
kable over time,” said MEA
spokesperson Vikas Swarup.

- “India remains fully cons-
ciousof her international obli-
gations and is ready to engage
in further consultations onthe
matter of resolving current

dlfferences regardmg these

: two projects,” headded. -
pomtment of a neutral ex-
- pert, as requested by India,

World Bank announéed

 its decision in a letter sent to

finance ministers of both In- -

- dia and Pakistan. “We are an-
nouncing this pause to protect
" theIndus Waters Treaty and to

" help India and Pakistan consi-

der alternative approaches to
resolving conflicting mterests
under the Treaty and its appli-
cation to two hydroelectric po-
wer plants,” World Bank group

president Jim Yong Kim said.

- Pausing the process for :

‘now, the Bank would hold off

appointing the chairman for :
the court of arbitration or :
theneutral expert—appoint- :
mentsthathad beenexpected :

on December 12 as earlier  :

communicated by the bank.

u
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. 'year afterthe devastating deluge, Chen-. |-
~ nai’s resilience has been challenged by
“the - severe  cyclonic “storm, “Vardah. -
| 4 A Bquipped with survivalTessons from the '
« | December 2015 floods and helped by an eficiens,
* | Hlow of disaster warning messages, the ity arid: |
| 'neighbouring districts held together through sév-* |
| - brunt, many uprooted or torn down irredeemably. |-
., | The storm hobbled the city’s infrastructure by - |
" | nightfall, downing ‘power and .communication .
oy cables,blockmgmads,dmrupt;ngraﬂ ‘and air
 to the Tamil Nadu government's credit that basic
| mobility was restored overnight, and fallen trees -
.| . were removed to allow some traffic to ply. Vardah
| also demonstrated that in the time of social media |
| and the Internet, speedy official and community |
| messages can 'i;nﬂ;J;Eiii:e;thQ}tjutcame'Qf--a‘ catastro- -
| phe. While economic damage was inevitable, cau- . |
 tionary advice put out on social platforms urging
~people to stay safe helped reduce the number of ca-
| sualties. Remarkably, the community also respon- -
| ded with alacrity, creating online groups and shar-
| - 1ng messages offering help and advice. It is of -
.. course possible to learn even more by going backto
.| -citizens and harnessing data on their experience
.~ -{ . usingonlinetools. =~~~ © .- <

e

- Tropical storms are an annual affair, with the
| -morevulnerable eastern coast taking a pummelling .
|~ from 92 severe cyclones out-of a total of 262 be- : |-
| tween 1891 and 1990, and several more in the years ; |
since. Such weather events are a part of the climate -
- .| system, and their impact in the form of economic
.| losses could well be greater going forward, as de-
velopment creates more assets in coastal cities. Itis '
| vital, therefore, that the learnings from each event
| are shared nationally, and the capacity of officials
{ and communities t6 manage disasters built con-
| tinuously. Such an approach helps coastal regions
1in the United States prepare for and deal with
_Storms better. Among the securities available to
| individuals in many countries is insurance against
-+ | property losses. Viable poligies should be made
--éuvering L., YIS S avaﬂablemlndlatec},as this would bring scrutiny
” ... | on administrative measures and potentially im-
| prove outcomes. A citywide blackout also under-
| scores the importance of rooftop solar and battery
.| storage systems as supplementary power sources
for households and corporates. Planting trees with
- strong root systems and pruning the canopy ahead

of cyclone season could reduce uprooting, In the af- -
‘termath -of Vardah, the Tamil Nadu government
should restore infrastructure and provide priority
relief to the families of those who lost-their lives,

T

. and the worst-hit communities. F s
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T. RAMAKRISHNAN

CHENNAL: A day after cyclone
Vardah devastated Chenna,
Tiruvallur and Kanchee-
puram districts killing as
many as 16 people and up-

rooting over 10,000 trees and .

several hundreds of electri-
city poles, the official ma-
chinery swung into action on
Tuesday in a massive effort
to restore normality.

Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister O Panneerselvam
said power supply would be
completely restored In
Chennai city by Tuesday
night.

On the outskirts and
Tiruvallur and Kanchee-
puram it would take two
days. Over 9,000 workers
have been engaged to under-
take repair and restoration of
power cables and electric
poles. -

Telephone networks and
power connections were
down in most localities 1n
the State capital. Suburban
and Mass Rapid Transit Sys-
tem (MRTS) train services
were yet to be resumed for
want of electricity supply.

Workers of various utilit-
ies from different parts of the
State were deployed in
Chennai and its environs.

“As much as 75 per cent of
the fallen trees is in Chen-
nai,” K. Satyagopal, Principal
Secretary and Commis-
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: Chennai Corporation workers clear the trees upro
at Purasawalkam on Tuesday. — PHOTO: M. VEDHAN

sioner of Revenue Adminis-

tration (CRA), told The
Hindu.
The fallen trees have dam-

aged rail and road networks,
apart from electricity and
telecommunication infra-
structure.

In addition to power dis-
tribution towers, transmis-
sion towers have been af-
fected.

“It appears that the power
system has borne the brunt
of nature’s fury,” said the ofh-
cial, adding that the authorit-

)
Ca .
Y -r:t" -

ies realised the intensity of
the damage only on Tuesday
morning.

The Tamil Nadu Genera-
tion and Daistribution Cor-
poration (Tangedco)
brought in more than 3,000
additional electricity work-
men from other places to re-
store power to several elec-
tricity  substations and
streets.

Apart from staff of the
Chennai Corporation, other
local bodies, police and fire
and rescue services, the ad-

ministration has taken the
assistance of the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) for removing the
fallen trees.

~ As the NDREF is ordinarily
engaged for relief and rescue
operations, the State govern-
ment has secured permis-
sion from the Centre.

As for the loss of human
lives, Mr. Satyagopal said
Chennai and Tiruvallur ac-
counted for five persons
each; Kancheepuram — four
and Villupuram and

IN. gr apples with

cyclone havoe |, 1Y

A Meteorological Depart-
flem’s release said that
Vardah,” after landfal]
mqved west-muthwest:
jward.s. On Tuesday morp-
Ing, 1t turned into 3 well-
marked low pressure ares

over north interior Tami]
Nadu and adjoining south

d.m. on Tuesday, the ohser-
vatory at Sathyabamg Uni-
VEIsity, Sholinganallur, on
the south-eastern outskirts
Df Chennai, received the
highest rainfal] of 38 cm

followed by Kattukupparﬁ
(Kancheepuram district),

interior Karnatakx 34 cm. While Meenam-
During the é4-h0ur Il?qakkam registered 20 cm,
. - u e b *

Perioa that ended at 8-30 nar?ﬁiﬁﬁiﬁﬁiﬁlﬁ:n Chen-

T.N. grapples with cyclone havoc Q

NDRF steps in

Tamil Nadu seeks
Rs. 1,000 crore

CHENNAI: Chief Minister O.
Panneerselvam on
Tuesday urged Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
to urgently sanction Rs.
1,000 crore from the
Natiomal Disaster
Response Fund for relief

“and reconstruction. The

Chief Minister also
requested Mr. Modi to
send a team to study the
damage caused by
cyclone Vardah. He said
that besides Chennai,
Tiruvallur and
Kancheepuram districts,
the cyclone had left a trail
of destruction in Vellore,
Tiruvannamalai and
Dharmapuri districts.

Nagapattinam — one each.

Schools, colleges closed

Schools and colleges in
Chennai, Tiruvallur and
Kancheepuram districts will
remain closed on Wednes-
day, as power had to be re-
stored and  campuses
cleared.

(With inputs from
S. Vijay Kumar)
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVISE
New Delhi, 13 December

Expressing satisfaction over the
World Bank’s decision yesterday
totemporarily halt simultaneous
processes to settle Indo-Pak dis-
putes over the Indus Waters
Treaty, New Delhi today said it was
fully conscious of its interna-

tional obligationsand wasready jepees - .

toengage infurther consultations
on the matter of resolving current
differences over Kishenganga
and Ralte projects.

MEA spokesperson Vikas

Swarup recalled that New Delhi
had pointed out on 10 November
the legal untenability of the
World Bank launching two simul-
taneous processes for appointment
of a neutral expert as requested
by India and establishment of a
court of arbitration as reguest-
ed by Pakistan to adjudicate tech-
nical differences between the two
countries on the two projects.

"By temporarily halting both
the processes now, the bank has
confirmed that pursuing the two
concurrent processes can ren-
der the treaty unworkable over-
time," he added.
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Earlier yesterday, the World
Bank announced a pause in the
separate processes initiated by
India and Pakistan under the
treaty to allow the two countries
to consider alternative ways to
resolve their disagreements. Both
processes mitiated by the respec-
tive countries were advancing at
the same time, creating a risk of
contradictory outcomesthat could
potentially endanger the treaty;,
the bank said in a press release.

"We are announcing this pause
to protect the Indus Waters Treaty

- and to help India and Pakistan con-

sider alternative approaches to
resolving conflicting interests
under the treaty and its applica-

tion to two hydroelectric power
plants,” World Bank Group Pres-
ident Jim Yong Kim was quoted

‘as saying in separate letterstothe

Finance Ministers of India and
Pakistan.

This, he said, was an oppor-
tunity for the two countries to
begin to resolve the issue in an

- amlcable manner and in line

with the spirit of the treaty rather
than pursuing concurrent process
that could make the treaty unwork-
able over time. He hoped the two
countries could come to an agree-
ment by the end of January.
Kim emphasised that the bank
was acting to safeguard the treaty.
The current processes under the
treaty concern the Kishenganga
(330 mw) and Ratle (850 mw)
hydroelectric power plants. |
The power plants are being

- built by India on, respectively, the

Kishenganga and Chenab Rivers.
Neither of the two plants is being
financed by the World Bank
Group.

Following the Uriterror attack
at an army camp, India had
announced that it would revisit
the treaty that was brokered by
the World Bank.
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