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Water mapping to be completed by May

Ravi 5 SINGH

THIHUNE NE WS SEHVECE

NEW DELHI, FEERUARY 14
Haryana will be the first
state where mapping of
underground water will be
completed. This would be
done by May, said sources,

The mapping is being con-
ducted by the Union Min-
istry of Water Besources to
find the status of under-
ground water and measures
needed to be taken fto
recharge the water table.

The states included inthe
first phase of the exercise
are Punjab, Haryana,
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu and Telangana, where
underground water table
has reached a critical level

The exercise has been
launched against the back-
dropof studies and surveys,
suggesting steady shrink-
age in the water table.

e

A report of the Centre suggests that the ban on exploitation of
underground water hias been violated with impunity | n GUIgRoN. FLE PHOTD

As a precursor, pilots
were launched in Bihar,
Rajasthan, Maharashtra,
Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu; this helped in pro-
viding efficacy of
various techniques in
acquifer mapping.

http://epaper tribuneindia.com/c/8619059?show=print

Ministry officials claimed
it was for the first time that
such mapping had been
undertaken on alarge scale.

Advanced technologies
such as like heli-borne geo-
physical  surveys were

being used in certain areas.

Sophisticated  softwares
such as REock Works, ARC
GIS, Mod flow and Map Info
have been used in ratching
up plans regarding the
entire exercise,

The surveys pointed out
rampant exploitation of
rroundwater in northern

gtates considered to be
country's  food basket.
These states, including

Haryana and Punjab, pro-
duce 15 per cent of coun-
try's foodgrain.
Significantly, the states
have also witnessed fast
and massive urbanisation.
In Harvana, a ban on
exploitation of under-
ground water had been
imposed in some of its dis-
tricts, including Gurgaon,
about a  decade back.
Reports suggest that the
ban imposed by Central
Ground Water Board was
violated with impunity.
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The shrinking Wular lake a matter of concern

Ensan Faziun

SRINAGAR, FEBRUARY 14

All is not well with the Wular
Lake in north Kashmir's
Bandipora district, one of the
largest fresh water lakes in
Asia, which has been identi-
fied as one of the 26 Ramsar
sites in the country. Over the
past many decades, ithassuf-
fered heavily due to siltation,
conversion of 40 per cent of
the lake area into agricultural
land, pollution from fertilis-
ers, highly degraded catch-
ment area and encroachment
along its banks,

These factors have
reduced the size of the lake
from 157 sg km in 1811 to 86
$q km in 2007. The lake,
according to experts, needs
dredging, de-weeding, de-
silting, embankment and
rooting out oftreesto restore
its original space, which

The fast-vanishing lake is located 34 km north of Srinagar. TRIBUNE PHOTO: AMIN WAR

The lake area

®|n 1911, the lake covered 217.8 sq km (58
=0 km marsh and 159 sq km lake area)

B|n 1978, its area was 58.7 sq km
u|n 2007, the arearecorded through satellite

imaging was 86.71 sq km

B Revenue record showed thearea as 130sq km

Population load

® 20,000 people are dependent on the
lake. Population load is the main factar
for its degradation

B A least 40 per cent lake area has been
converted for agricultural and plantation

purposes, reducing its area from 157 sq

krm to 86 sq km between 1911 and 2007

require huge funding.

The conservation and
preservation  plan  was
tasked by the state Forest
and Environment Depart-

http://epaper tribuneindia.com/c/8621205?show=print

ment to the Consultancy
Wetland International
South Asia in 2007, which
made acomprehensive plan
for the preservation and

conservation of the lake.
The cost of the project was
Rs 386 crore. The Centre
agreed to provide only Rs 120
crare for the project and only

Rs 60 crore had been provid-
ed so far Work on the project
was started in 2012 for a peri-
od of four years, ending
March 2016, said officials.

“It needs sustained con-
servation efforts to make the
project  successful  and
achieve its objective. Noth-
ing is known about the fate
of the project later,” said
Mian Javed, Chief Execu-
tive Director, Wular Conser-
vation and Management
Autharity (WUCMA).

Ahead of the completion of
the four years of conserva-
tion with nominal funds, the
state government is looking
forward to “ensure uninter-
rupted funding to accom-
plish the remaining opera-
ticns”. The Chief Executive
Director of WUCMA pointed
out that Wular conservation
needed to be linked with the
Jhelum’'s flood mitigation

plan, saying the results were
evident during the Septem-
ber 2014 floods. He made it
clear that a deeper lake with
greater capacity and speedy
flow of flood waters into it
would ensure lesser flood
threats in the Valley.

Chief Secretary BR Shamma
had on December 16, 2015,
asked the Forest Department
to submit a proposal for
requirement of funds to con-
tinue the Wular project.

“The lake has a highly
degraded catchment area
through which the main
tributaries, Nullah Erin and
Madhumati, drain out into
the lake,” said Mian Javed.
“The degraded areas need
intensive afforestation,” he
further said. He held that
shortterm and long-term
measures were being taken
to upgrade around 1,220
hectares of forest land.
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To sink differences,

govt plans central
water commission

AMITABH SINHA
NEW DELHI FEERUARY 14

IN ONE of the most significant
reforms in the water sectorin a
long time, the government isin
the process of ordernng a com-
plete restructuring of the organ-
isations responsible for regulat-
ing the use of water resources,
withthe objective of bringingin
greater efficiency, better plan-
ning and increased emphasison
conservation of water.

The  Central  Water
Commmission{CWC), which over-
sees irrigation projects, flood
management and drinking wa-
ter supply, and the Central
Ground Water Board { CGWB)
are likely to be disbanded, and a
Mational Water Commuission is
proposed to be set up in their
place, official sources told The
Indian Express. A few other
smaller organisations with spe-

cialised mandate like datagath-
enng and analysis are also likely
to be created.

Officials said theidea behind
the organisational restructuring
15 toensure that all water re-
sources in the country are man-
aged ina holisticrmanner and not
separately as surface water,
ground water or river water. An
effortis also being made o maove
away romengineenng solutions
like construction of large irnga-
tion projects and towards more
sustainable ways of water use.

Ateam under Mihir Shah, a
former member of the then
Planning Commission of India, is
dlready prepanng a bluepnnt for
better management of water re-
sources, The ideaol institutional
restructuring is said w have the
backing of this panel. It is likely
Lo subimit iLs report in the next
two months.

The restructunng isexpected
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Govt plans central water commission

o be completed this year itself.

Inthe new schemeof things, more em-
phasis is being given to judicious use, and
conservation, of ground water. Officials
said adequate attention had not been
given to managementofground water till
now, leading to indiscriminate pumping
of ground water. [tisestimated that de-
spite elaborate irigation projects, about
60 per cent of irrigation during the non-
rairy season is still done by pumping out
oround water. The large irrigation projects,
meanwhile, have given sub-optimal re-
sults.

Fah WY S W S -1

Officials said the country must look to-
wards a future in which ground water is
completely banned for industrial use at
beast. Alarge number of sewage treatment
plants, being built as part of the Clean
Ganga initiative thatwill eventually spread
to other rivers as well, will provide a new
source of water that is fit notonly for in-
dustrial use but also forirrigation and
rmany other purposes.

The nver rejuvenation plans, not just
of Ganga but athers as well, will become
anintegral part of overall water resources
management. Apartfrom reducing pollu-

F. EPRESS A ——

tion in the rivers, and maintaining a nun-
imum ecological flow, the rejuvenation
planswould also ensure that the nvers are
abletoadequately recharge the aquifers in
1LS basins.

Allocation of water resources to each
state isalso on the agenda. But this process
15likely w take time asit would irvolve ex-
tensive consultations with the state gov-
ernments. Once a consensus emerges, a
central legislation on allocation of water
resourcesisplanned to bebrought in. This
i1saimed at reducing inter-statewater dis-
putes.
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Scientist moots;j
‘another Cauvery’

BENGALURU, DHNS: Calling
for collective efforts to con-
serve water, former NASA
‘ scientist Dr Ashwin Mahesh
| on Thursday sought the
| support of the State govern-
| ment to fund the creation of
“ ‘Matthondu (another) Cau-
L very’.
This, he said, is a realistic at-
tempt towards making use of
lake and rainwater instead of
depending on River Cauvery.
In his speech at the annual
water conference - ‘Industry-
Government-Community
Partnerships for Sustainable
Water Management, - Mahesh
asked the government to allot
Rs 150 crore in the next budget
towards this.
Elaborating on ‘Matthondu
Cauvery scheme, he said the
City itself can create another
Cauvery. About 700 MLD of
water could be used by improv-
ing just six lakes. Conserving
| 150 to 200 MLD of water is
\ possible if 50 per cent of the
| City’s buildings instal rainwa-
| ter harvesting facility. Adopt-
} ing dual piping in industrial ar-
| eas and in all future buildings

would save 30 MLD. Behav-

iour modification and pricing
‘ reforms can save 200 MLD in
‘ 10 years, groundwater

recharge can provide 500
MLD in 15 years and treated
waste water 1,000 MLD in five
years, he said.

Therefore, about 2,000
acres of lakes need to be used
to serve the entire 8 million
people, who will be added to
the region in the next 20 years,
he said. If rainwater harvesting
facility and dual piping system
would conserve 300 MLD of
water, recharge of groundwa-
ter would save 20 MLD, he
said and favoured treating
waste water. All this would add
upto1,500 MLD, which would
make the City self-sufficient in
terms of water, he said.

For this, Mahesh asked the
government to announce a
comprehensive programme fo-
cused on all six aspects.

Minister for Bengaluru De-
velopment K J George sought
the support of industries in
conserving water. BWSSB
chairman T M Vijay Bhaskar
asked industries to use tertiary
water. Jorn Rohde, the Ger-
man Consul General, Bengalu-
ru, said people in Germany
started using tertiary water to
wash car, after government in-
creased water tariff. Only strict
enforcement would help, he
said.
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