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Title : DDA shelves riverfront plan?
Author : Jayashree Nandi

Location :

New Delhi

Article Date : 03/15/2016

Its Proposal To Allow Big Events On Yamuna Floodplains Opposed By Experts
DDA seems to have shelved its riverfront development plans for now because of different views on the
matter.

Earlier, a central govern ment-appointed expert com mittee headed by C R Babu professor emeritus of DU
had almost reached a conclu sion on how floodplains ought to be used and what kind of a riverfront was
best suited for Delhi.

The committee constitu ted by NGT had laid out detai led recommendations in April 2014 in a report,
“Resto ration and Conservation of Yamuna®, which factored in the vulnerability of the flo odplains. It had
also obser ved that DDA's earlier plan that involved several const ructions of walkways, par king lots,
cafeteria and others were “untenable* But more than a year after the tribunal ordered that the riverfront be
developed ac cordingly, DDA hasn't star ted any work on ground.

The reason is complica ted. DDA sources told TOI that the authority had propo sed an extensive plan ma
king recreational use of the floodplains. The Babu com mittee, thereafter, submitted a different plan laying
stress on environmental factors “The ministry of shipping too has a different view on what should be a
riverfront Then, you have the Unified Centre for Rejuvenation of River Yamuna (UCRY)) under LG Najeeb
Jung. All these versions need to be discussed. We couldn't implement Babu's plan because of these issues,*
said a DDA official.

The ministry of shipping had even conducted a pre-feasibility study and found the Palla-Wazirabad stretch
of the Yamuna to be navigable and the Wazirabad-Okhla stretch suitable for limited transport.

Experts, however, feel non-implementation of the Babu report is not only a violation of the NGT's
judgment but also allows events like World Culture Festival to be held on the floodplains.“DDA could've
started conserving the floodplains by developing wetlands by now if it started implementing NGT's orders.
It's clear that DDA didn't own up the plan given to them,* said Manoj Mishra whose petition against WCF
and pollution in the Yamuna led to the NGT's judgement on the riverfront.

It appears that DDA wants the riverfront to be used for a number of public and recreational facilities.
However, the Babu committee which also had A K Gosain of IIT Delhi and former JNU professor Brij
Gopal, said that “construction of public facilities by effecting topographic changes will reduce the flood
carrying capacity and aggravate flooding. In 2014, there was also a major uproar against a proposal to
develop Yamuna's riverfront along the lines of Gujarat's Sabarmati river, which would involve reclaiming
floodplains and “developing* them.

Mishra cautions, “The western nations have made many mistakes because of which they are now facing
severe floods. Floodplains are crucial to avoid floods.*

12



3/15/2016

2014 CONSERVATION PLAN YET TO SEE LIGHT OF THE DAY

MoEF EXPERT COMMITTEE'S RECOMMENDATIONS IN THE REPORT “RESTORATION AND CONSERVATION OF RIVER YAMUNA'

» Controlled dredging
ta remove huge

silted up wetlands and
floodplain water bodies
» Dredging of the riverbed

o~

-~
M any spu

accumulation of 7 have lost the the current channel
sediments and Tl and are being
sludge that have ( [ | developed as parks.
reduced the flood- viver flow has This extension
carrying capacity T/ and development

of the main channel,

and pondage of Okhla barrage

> Inseveral places they
have extended till

must be stopped and
length of spurs must

be restricted to allow a wider
space for the river channel to
meander and carry more water

—

_— -

» Existing wetlands and
water bodies both upstream
and downstream of Wazirabad
reservair should be deepened
and enlarged

» Culverts must be constructed

under the existing guide bunds

of roads and flyovers which have
fragmented massive wetlands so

that flood waters flow without
obstruction along the river
course and into the floodplain
wetlands

» A mosaic of wetlands and
floodplain vegetation having
native biodiversity should

be developed. A cascade of
treatment wetlands along the
western and eastern
banks must be created

and the outfall from all

major drains should

pass through them

hefore discharging into

the river channel

OVER-ARCHING POLICY
Yamuna is highly vulnerable to several anthropogenic pressures in the absence of regulatory measures and legal protection,

» A green belt should be
developed on both sides of the
embankment, for controlling

erosion, reducing sediment load

of the main channel, reduce
pollution and for beautification.
» Nature trails may be
provided across riparian areas
for recreation (without losing
the ecological functions of the
floodplains)
» Control of sewage pollution
must be given highest priority.
Besides the interceptor sewage
being developed, sewage
treatment capacity has to be
increased, sewerage facilities
extended to unsewered areas
> Immediate action to
ensure environmental flow
in the river, especially
downstream of Wazirabad
* Agricultural activity
to be regulated and total
prohibition of agrochemicals

The 52km stretch of the river in Delhi and UP should be declared a conservation zone under Section 3 of the Environment
Protection Act and appropriate rules must be framed for the human activities to be permitted or prohibited
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Title : Govt promises aid to farmers hit by unseasonal rains
Author : Vishwa Mohan

Location :

New Delhi:

Article Date : 03/15/2016

With unseasonal rains and hailstorm damaging rabi (winter) crops like wheat and mustard in parts of
certain states across north, central and western India, the Centre on Monday assured financial
assistance to all affected farmers after getting a ground report of the losses.

The assurance came from agriculture minister Radha Mohan Singh who told the Lok Sabha that a
central team would visit the affected states and he had already spoken to agriculture ministers of
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan and Punjab. Singh said all necessary help would be
extended from the National Disaster Relief Fund (NDRF) after assessing the extent of damage in
different areas.

Besides these four states, farmers in Delhi and Haryana were also affected by the rains and hailstorm
over the weekend, which flattened wheat, mustard and coriander crops. As many as 264 villages have
been severely affected in Madhya Pradesh alone.
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A farmer assesses his damaged wheat crop

¢ after heavy rains lashed the area on the

¢ outskirts of Jalandhar on Monday
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The Ides of March return to haunt

JOANNE HARRIS

SOCIAL INTELLIG

In "The Great Dictator,” Chaplin us
satirize Hitler. Breathlessly awaiting

English author, most famously of Chocolot,
2000 starring Juliette Binocheand Judi De

The impact of the unseasonal rain on the rabi crop looks less than last year, but fingers crossed for later this week

HARISH DAMODARAN
MEW DELHI, MARCH 14

MARCH IS always a ticky month for Indian
agriculture, with rabi season crops like
wheat, mustard, chana (chickpea), masur
{lentil) and rmator | beld pea) inearly maturity
or harvesting stages.

Last year saw heavy rainaccompanied by
strong winds and hail lash large parts of
north, west and central India at the begin-
ning of March; these regions ended up re-
ceiving between 5 and 15 amestheir normal
average quotaof rain for the month.

This year, we are witnessing a repeat —
though with significant differences.

The current rain — again, courtesy a low
pressure depression induced by westem dis-
turbances over north Pakistan and the adjoin-
ing Jammu & Kashmir regions — started from
March 11 night, and has now maore or less
stopped While there have been reports of
strong winds, thunderstorms and hail this
time too, they seem confined to isolated
places over northwest India, Madbwya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Bihar, Jharkhand and Odisha

But the big worry is the Met Depart-
ment's wamning of a fresh westem distur-
bance affecting the westem Himalayan re-
gion from Wednesday night and over the
adjoining northwest Indian plains the fol-
lowing day. The impact of the wet spell, both
current and the one forecast, would be
largely onthewheat due for harvesting from
next month.

The wheat crop is currently in the ‘milk’
or‘early dough' stage in mostofIndia. This is
the period when flowering is already com-
plete and grain formation/filling — accumu-
lation of starch matter in the kernels — has
justaboutbegun. Rain now isn't bad really, so
long as it isgentle showers that help keepthe
rmercury from rising. [deally, day tempera-
tures should remain within 35 degrees
Celgus throughoutMarch Any sudden spike
couldlead w premature dryingand ripening
of the grain. The usual thumb rule hereis that
every extraday on the field during the grain-
filling stage confers an additional wheatyield
of45-50 kg per hectare.

This is precisely what happened in 2014,
when wheat production hit a record 95.85
million tonnes {mt) on the back of an ex-
tended winter. Lastyear oo, India looked set
for a bumper harvest before the untimely
heavy showers with strong winds and hail
led to largescale lodging of the crop. As a re-
sult, production, whichin February 2015 was
estimated at 95,76 mt, was revised down-
wards o 86.53 mL

“There hasn'tbeen anywidespread lodg-
ing reported this time so far, In some areas,
partial lodging has happened. But even this
cropcanrecover if the skiesclear, which they
have today, and there are no further heavy
rains," says R K Gupta, acting direc tor of the
Indian Institute of Wheat & Barley Research
at Karnal, Haryana.

The negative production impact from
“five per centcrop lodging”, according o him,
can be more thanoffsetif the "remaining 95
per cent” wheat benefits from the lowering
of temperatures, which, until last week, was
about 5 deg rees above normal. These could
have well led w the cropmatunng 7-10days
early and translating into a yield loss of
roughly half-a-tonne per hectare, or 13-14
mtin all. That can have senous implications
when wheat stocks ingovernment godowns
are at aseven-year-low(see chart ), although
they are still above the nommative minimum
requirement of 7.5 mt at the start of the new
marketing season from April 1

The impact of the rain isseento beless in
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The flatte ned wheat crop at Chamariavillage in Rohtak district after rain and hail on Saturday. The cropis currently in its crucial ‘milk’ stage. Express photo
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mustard, where over 70% harvesting is com-
plete, “Only the standing crop sown late, to-
wardsthe firstweel of November { as against
the normal time of October 15-25 ) may have
suffered damage insome parts.On the whole,
weexpect abumper crop, especially with no
major incidence of stem rot, white rust oral-
remaria blight this year,” says Dhiraj Singh,
who heads the Directorate of Rapeseed-
Mustard Research at Bharatpur, Rajasthan.
Thereis some concemwith regard to rabi
pulses, particularly chana. While the crop in
westernand southemndiawas already har-
vested by Februany-end, thisis not the case in
MP UP, Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh. The crop

15 March 2016
epaper. indianexpress. com/c/9124705

Source: FCI

here is still either in the field or lying on the
threshing floor after having been harvested.
“The standing crop is prone © pod shat-
tering, when you have heavy rains followed
by sudden drying due to sunshine, Eventhe
harvested grain that has not been threshed
can suffer quality deterioration, or gernmi-
nate,” notes Narendra PratapSingh, director,
Indian Institute of Pulses Research, Kanpur.
As of now, the damage to the rabi crop
from the unseasonal March rain appears to
be not as bad as last year, though there may
be individualfarmers whowould have been
as, if not more, affected. Whether there is
more o comewill be known after March 18,

Lift to reservoir levels
silver lining to cloud

AMITABH SINHA
MNEW DELHI, MARCH14

UNEXPECTED RAIN inthe last four days over
maost of northern and eastern India has
brought back memories of last year which
saw the wettest March since 1915, receiving
mare thandouble the normal rainfall for the
manth.

The rain inthe lastfew days has not been
that overwhelming, but the

In the first two months of this year, the
country asa whole was nearly 60% deficient
in rainfall. Evenafter the first week of March,
when it had begun raining in some parts, the
dehciency was more than 0%,

But in the last few days, Shimla and
Gangtok have recorded almost 100 mum rain-
fall, Dibrugarh about 70 mm, and Chandigarh
and Aurangabad in Maharashtra almost 50
mum. Marny places in northem and eastern
India received surprise rainfall.

The forecast is for more

Met department saysitis

rain over north and north-

likely to continue until at Marchrainfallisdue  western India, Gangetic
least March 17, and possibly mrain-heaﬁrg wind plains and northeastern
beyond. The country as a R India. “A fresh westem dis-
whole receivesabout 25 mm Eymms““g'MF'g turbanceis likely w affect the
of rain in March; it sotmore  Deyond Iran, which westen Himalayan region
than 50 mmlast year. traveltowards north  fromMarch 16 night and ad-

Rainin March is generally 5 joining plains of northwest
caused by what are known westernindiaand India from March 17" the
as ‘western disturbances’, J&IK. These ‘western Met Department has said in
rain-bearing wind systems isturbances’ may its latest forecast, predicting
that originate beyond d rain in the nextweekas well.
Afghanistan and Iran, pick- 0CCUr up to several While the rain may not
ing up moisture from as far  times a month be good for standing crops, it

as the Mediterranean Sea,

will certainly boost water

even the Atlantic Ocean.

They travel in the form of storms [rom the
northwest, and cause rainfall over Pakistan,
north and northwe st India, Uttarakhand,
some parts of the Gangetic plains, and even
the northeastern part of the country. These
wind systems sometimes build up four or
five times a month, and even though theyare
the primary reason for rainfall in the non-
monsoon months in northern and eastern
India, notall westerndisturbances necessar-
iy result in rain.

levels in the reservairs ol
northem and easternindia, which were fast
depleting in the absence of any winter rain
this season. The total storage in the 91 big
reservoirs is only 74% of the normal.

March rain had affected agriculture last
yearas well but had boosted water levels in
the reservoirs, helping them survive the low
rainfall in the monsoon months. The reser-
voirs had been reporting above average stor-
ageuntil the first half of August last yeareven
though july had been extremely dry.
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Title : Feb was hottest month in more than a century
Author : Samuel Osborne

Location :

Article Date : 03/15/2016

The global temperature in February smashed monthly records to be come the warmest month in more
than a century of recordkeeping. According to Nasa data, global surface temperatures across land and
ocean in February were 1.35°C warmer than the average temperature for that month, measured from

the 1951-1980 baseline.

The previous record was set in January , which was 1.14°C warmer than the baseline average for that
month.

Gavin Schmidt, the director of Nasa's Goddard Institute for Space Studies (GISS) tweeted the
temperature analysis. “Normally I don't comment on individual months, but last month was special,*
Schmidt wrote in his tweet.

The result was “a true shocker, and yet another reminder of the incessant long-term rise in global
temperature resulting from human-produced greenhouse gases*, Jeff Masters and Bob Henson wrote,
in a blog analysing the data on Weather Underound.

However, February did not break the record for hottest month, which is likely to only happen during
summer in the northern hemisphere.

El Nino is considered to have contributed to the current record run of global temperatures. The
weather event increases the area of warm surface water across the Pacific, allowing global oceans to
transfer heart more readily into the atmosphere. However, compared with the El Nino record of 1997-
98, global temperatures are around 0.5° hotter.

“We are in a kind of climate emergency now, Stefan Rahmstorf, from Germany's Potsdam Institute of
Climate Impact Research, told Sydney Morning Herald. “In short*, Masters and Henson wrote, “we
are now hurtling at a frightening pace toward the globally agreed maximum of 2.0°C warming over
pre-industrial levels. THE INDEPENDENT & AGENCIES

-
Pauling 5t Denis,Corthis

P FAERY ol
GETTING WARMER: We are in

a kind of climate emergency
now. a researcher said
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Title : Early-March scores high on rain meter
Author :

Location :

New Delhi:

Article Date : 03/12/2016

After witnessing a 96% rain deficit in January and February , Delhi has received a windfall with
12.9mm rain recorded in the first 11 days of March against a monthly normal of 15.9mm. Between
8.30am and 8.30pm on Friday , the Safdarjung observatory recorded 6.7mm rain with the promise of
more to come over the next two days.

B P Yadav, director of India Meterological Department (IMD), said a western disturbance (WD), as an
upper air cyclonic circulation, was lying over Afghanistan and the neighbouring areas and this
resulted in the widespread rain over northwest India. “An associated induced upper air cyclonic
circulation lies over central Pakistan and adjoining northwest Rajasthan and Punjab. These weather
systems are likely to move gradually east-northeastwards during the next three days and will affect
northwest, central and east India in the meantime,* he said.

Most parts of the city recorded light-to-moderate rainfall from 3.30 pm. The airport recorded a
thunders torm between 4.30pm and 5.30pm with a hailstorm for five minutes in which hail, the size of
1-2mm, hit the region. “Palam recorded 12.8mm in just one hour which was more than three times of
what was recorded in a little over five months after monso on,* said R K Jenamani, director incharge,
IGI Met.

WD will bring rain and snowfall at most places over the western Himalayan region till Sunday . Rain
and thundershowers will also occur at most places over the plains of north west India during the same
period.Central India will be affected a little later where some places will witness rain and
thundershowers from Sa turday to Monday .

Yadav said, “One or two places in Jammu and Kashmir and Himachal Pradesh will receive heavy rain
and snowfall on Friday and Saturday . Hea vy rain is also expected at one or two places over Punjab,
Haryana and west Uttar Pradesh on Saturday . Thunderstorm accompanied with squall or hail is also
expected at isolated places in Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi and west UP on Saturday .*

WD will be most active over Delhi on Saturday when it may bring two to three spells of rain. It will
start weakening by Sunday afternoon and by Monday it will weaken significantly.

Another WD is expected on March 18 which is not as strong as the cur 18 which is not as strong as
the current one and there is no consensus on whether it will bring rain to Delhi. An official said a
study of most extended range forecast models for March 19 to 28 does not show any significant WD
moving across the plains and thus chances of any significant rainfall over Delhi has been ruled out.
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Anindya Chsllopadbyay

CHAMNGE OF SCENE: 12.9mm rain was recorded in the first 11 days of March
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Snow brings cheer, gloom

Bad weather hits search op in Chamba

B The search operation to locate the
two missing youths — Vikas Gupta
and Vivek Beri — could notbe
resurmed due tothe bad weather

B |t hasbeen snowing in Manimahesh,
Charmba district Theyouths had gone

http://epaper tribuneindia.com/c/9124571?show=print

rissing near Sundarasi, afewkm
above Dhanchho on Monday, while
three of therm had returned.

B Charmba DCSudesh Maokhta said the
operation would be restarted once
the weather conditions improved

Cold wave claims
2 lives in Chamba

Two persons lost
their lives dueto
cold-wave conditions
revived by heawy
snowfall an the high-
er hills of the dis-
trict during the past
24 hours. Reports
zaid the authorities
had been directed
to carry out relief
and rescue opera-
tions and identify the
deceased. Five
kutcha houses col-
lapsed and the pat-
warkhana building
at Sanwal was

also damaged.

Another spell in hills

mHigher reaches and tribal areas
received another spell of snow

B ufri received a fresh spell ofshow
bringing smiles on the faces of
tourists while Shimla withessed
snow followed by rains
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NGP LEADER CHHAGAN BHUJBAL ARRESTED

IN MONEY-LAUNDERING CASE ¢ nation p13

Untimely rain, hail

damage rabi crops

REPLAY OF 2015 North and central India farmers hit hard

HT Correspondents

= leiters@hmduslantlmes ccm T

NEW DELHI: Heavy rainfall accom-
panied by hail over the weekend
damaged crops in key food-pro-
ducing states across north and
central India, triggering fears
of higher food prices amid a
deepening nationwide agrar-
ian crisis.

A good crop was a must this
season for the sustenance of
farmers who suffered because
of unseasonal rainfall in March-
April last year followed by a
drought that reduced output of
summer crops. A good yield was
expected this year but heavy rains
induced by westerly disturbanc-
es flattened the wheat crop less
than a month before harvest in
Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh.

“The damage can be up to 50%
in several districts of Haryana,
Punjab, northern Rajasthan and
Uttar Pradesh,” an agriculture
ministry official said, adding
that state governments had been
asked to submit reports.

Delhi chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal ordered divisional com-
missioner A Anbarasu toassessthe

http:/paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx

FIELDS OF GLOOM

Wheat and mustard crops
worst-hit in six states
lashed by unseasonal rains

PUNJAB: Wheat, mustard, peas
HARYANA: Wheat, mustard,
cabbage, potato

UTTAR PRADESH: Wheat, peas,
mustard, potato and mango
RAJASTHAN: Wheat, cumin
seeds and mustard

MADHYA PRADESH: Wheat,
mustard, gram and orange

HIMACHAL: Apple, pear, apricot

damageto crops due to unseasonal
hailstormsandrain in the Capital.
“Have asked Div Commissionerto
assess damage to crops of farmers
in Delhi due to unseasonal rains
(sic),” Kejriwal tweeted.

The governments of Madhya
Pradesh, Haryana and Rajasthan
also instructed officials to assess
the loss.

In 2015, the Centre gave states
about 38,000 crore for crop losses
due to unseasonal rains.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

= Patiala farmers tend to flattened
wheat crops. BHARAT BHUSHAN / HT

Inflation down in Feb,

rate cut hopes up

Retail inflation, a measure of
changes in shop-end prices,
grew at 5.18% in February,
down from 5.69% in January,
data released on Monday
showed. Wholesale food
inflation also stayed negative
for the 16th straight month,
driven down by fresh supplies
of seasonal vegetables P17
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In Madhya Pradesh, pro-
testing farmers took a tractor
trolley full of hailstones to the
office of the SDM, Banda in
Sagar district and a chakka jam
protest was held on NH-86 near
Banda on the Sagar-Chatarpur
road to draw the administra-
tion’s attention towards dam-
age to crops.

In Rohtak, Ram Chander, a
Dalit farmer who had taken
two acres of land on contract
for 25,000, said rain and thun-
derstorm had almost completely
destroyed his wheat crop.

“Thereisnot much left,” he said,
crying for government help.

Farmer Kundan Lal Jatav of
Ghatla village in Rajasthan’s
Alwar district said with tears
in his eyes that rain and hail
ruined his entire mustard crop
on seven bighas of land.

The government needs about
62 million tonnes of grains,
including wheat and rice, to
ensure steady supply of food
items under the national food
security law. Good crops in 2014
had ensured adequate stocks but
crop damage in two consecutive

Untimely rain, hail damage rabi crops

years can exert a burden on the
buffer maintained by the Food
Corporation of India.

Experts say the government
might not have enough buffer
stocks to sell in the market to
keep wheat prices under check.

Apart from wheat, officials
admit, there has been extensive
damage to mustard, potato and
peas in these states. The show-
ers have withered the flower-
ing of mangoes in Uttar Pradesh
and apple, pears and apricots in
Himachal Pradesh.

Congress vice-president

Rahul Gandhi raised the issue
in the Lok Sabha and asked
the government to assess the
crop damage and provide
adequate compensation to the
affected farmers.

“After the hailstorm and
heavy rains, farmers of north-
ern India are in distress. The
government must act to give
relief to farmers affected by
crop damage,” Gandhi said in
the Lok Sabha.

WITH INPUTS FROM
HTC JAIPUR, CHANDIGARH,
BHOPAL, MEERUT

http:/paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
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Guv caught in
~ quandary over
water dispute

MAVEEN 5 GAREWAL

CHAND HGARH, MARCH 14

Caught up inan unprecedent-
ed predicament, Governor
Kaptan Singh Sclanki today
madean unconventional devi-
ation from reading his address
to aceede to the demand of the
opposition by stating, “There
are abvays ways to rectify
issues that are uncon stitution-
al and not judicious. T assure
you issues that are judicous
will be respected.”

He was responding to the
INLD demand to read his
speech only after assuring the
House hewould not give assent
to a move by Punjab to scrap
the SYL canal agreement.

Solanki, who also holds the
additional charge of Punjah,
has had to adopt two views on
the issue of water dispute
between Punjab and Haryana,
Incidentally, Solanki is the
BJF's choice for the guberna-
torial post in both the states
that has the BIP government
in Haryana and the BJP as an
alliance partner in Pungab.

Reading out his address in
the Punjab Vidhan Sabha last
week, the Governor had said
his government would not
allow SYL to carry Punjab's
water to Haryana, while inhis
address in the Haryana Vid-
han Sabha, he said povern-
ment would protect
Haryana's interest by the
early completion of the SYL,

Even though the Governor
only reads from a pre-written
address reflecting the gov-
ernment’s policy on major
issues, in his 44 page address
in the Haryana Vidhan Sab-
ha, the Govemor made no
direct reference to the recent

Divergent views

EGovernor Kaptan Singh
Solanki has had to adopt
two views on the issue of
water dispute between
Punjab and Haryana

BReading out his address
in the Punjab Vidhan Sab-
ha last week, he had said
his government would not
allow SYL to carry Pun-
jab's water to Haryana

H|n his address inthe
Haryana Vidhan Sabha,
he said government
woulld protect Haryana's
interest by the early com-
pletion of the SYL

Haryana is in para 3 that
reads, A few weeks back,
some dark forees created Law
and order problem in eight
districts of the state. An
attermnpt was made at casting
asunder the social cohesion
amnd sense of brotherhood
among the people of the
state, These attempts were
thwarted by swift and res-
olute action by my Govern-
ment and peace and order
were restored in all parts of
the state in a short time....”
The Governor further appre-
ciated the efforts of the
amed forees and paramili-
tary in restoring peace, but he
hasnowhere condemned the
acts of violence or those who
indulged in hooligamism,
Coming back to the SYL
issue in the Haryvana Vidhan
Sabha, the Governor said,
“My government i commit-
ted to obtaining its legitimate
share of the Ravi-Beas waters
amd the completion of the
Satluj-¥amuna Link Canal.”
Speaking in an adjoining

http://epaper tribuneindia.com/c/9124652?show=print
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Jat agatation that bed o a total
collapse of the state machin-
ery Besides, there was no ref-
erence to the state's commit-
ment to the reservation for
the Jats, which has been
promised by Chief Minister
ML Ehattar to the communi-
ty outside the House,

The only reference to the
unprecedented violence in

, :DigitalEdition

hall housing the Pungab v id-
han Sabha last weel, the Gowv-
ernor had said, “My govern-
ment has been seeking a
solution to river water issue
through the implementation
of nationally and internation-
ally accepted Riparan Princi
ple on the distribution of river
water (read scrapping comple-
tion of the SYL Canal).

http://epaper tribuneindia.com/c/9124652?show=print
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CHANDIGARH, MARCH 14

The Haryana Vidhan Sabha
today passed a “unani-
mous” resolution, con-
demning the passage of a
Bill by the Punjab Assem-
bly that de-notified land for
the SYL canal.

It termed the Bill “unilat-
eral and unconstitutional”
and said the Bill denied the
authority of the Supreme
Court, *a step only to draw
political mileage”.

The resolution moved
by Irrigation Minister
Om Prakash Dhankar,
termed Punjab’'s move
“a patently illegal act
and in utter contempt of
the Constitution, federal
structure of the country
and the rule of law™.

“This is a sinister move of
the Punjab Government,
having dangerous poten-
tial to undermine the unity
and integrity of this coun-
try."” the resolution alleged,
urging the Centre to annul
the “illegal and unconsti-
tutional action”.

Dhankar, while moving
the resolution, said that
gince the formation of
Harvana in 1966, and
despite the tripartite agree-

ment between Punjab,
Harvana and Rajasthan in
1981, Rajiv  Longowal

Aecord in 1985 and two his-
torical decisions of the
Supreme Court in 2002 and
2004, Harvana had been
deprived of more than half
ofitslegitimate share of 3.5
MAF in surplus Ravi-Beas
waters, resulting in the
reduction in agricultural
production to the tune of 8
lakh tonnes every year and
causing a perpetual annual

5T5/01
AKHNDOR
NELVE MONTHS]

, :DigitalEdition

SYL canal row: House terms
Punjab move patently illegal

Chief Minister Manohar

Lal Khattar welcomes G

-

overnor Kaptan Singh Solanki on the opening day

of the Budget session ofthe Assembly in Chandigarh on Monday. TRIBUNE PHOTD: MANO) MAHAIN

Budget on March 18

Chandigarh: The
Haryana Budget will be
presented on March 18
inthe ongaing 17-day
Bud get session of the
Haryana Assembly. A
decision to this effect
was taken at a meeting
of the Business Advisory
Committee of the
Haryana Assembly held
underthe chairmanship
of Speaker Kanwar Pal
Gujjar here an Monday. It
was decided to extend
the session for two days
till March 31, s

Assembly resolution

#Punjab’s moveis a
patentlyillegal act and is
in utter contempt of the
Indian Constitution,
federal structure ofthe
country and the rule of
law. This is a sinister move
ofthe Punjab
Government, having
dangerous potential to
undermine the unity and
integrity of this country.
The Unien Government
must annul the illegal and
unconstitutional action

loss of about Bs 1,000 crore.
Instead of fulfilling its

legal and constitutional
obligation to  provide
Harvana its legitimate

share of water, the Punjab
Government preferred to
pass the Punjab Termina-
tion of Apreements Act,
2004, the minister said.
“Now, Punjab has made
another attempt to circum-
vent and divert the outcome
of the Presidential Refer-

http://epaper tribuneindia.com/c/9123726?show=print

Yamuna Link Canal (Reha-
bilitation and Re-vesting of
Proprietary Rights) Bill to
de-notify the land, lawfully
acquired for the canal”
Dhankar alle ged.

Quoting a Constitution
Bench in the Cauvery Water
Disputes Tribunal when an
ordinance was passed by a
state seeking to nullify the
order of this court, the min-
ister said: “Such an act is an

irwvitation o lawlessness

the decisions of the judicial
authorities. The action fore-
bodes evil consequences to
the federal structure under
the Constitution and opens
doors for each state to act in
the way it desires, disre-
garding not only the rights
of the other states, the
orders passed by instru-
mentalities constituted
under an Act of Parliament,
but also the provisions of
the Constitution. If the pow-
er of a state to issue such an
ordinance is upheld, it will
lead to the breakdown of
the constitutional mecha-
nism and affect the unity
and integrity of the nation.”

CM Manohar Lal Khattar
urged all parties to unani-
mously pass the resolution
in the interest of the state.
He condemned the unilat-
eral and unconstitutional
action of Punjab, which he
said was a step to draw
political mileage,

The debate, which was
held in the absence of Con-
gress  legislators,  saw
evrhange nf words amang

12
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enceunder consideration of
the Supreme Court and
depriving Haryana its legit-
imate share of water by
passing the Punjab Sutle]-

http://epaper tribuneindia.com/c/9123726?show=print
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and anarchy, in as much as
the ordinance is a manifes-
tation of a desire on the part
of the state to be a judge in
its own cause and to defy

e — i e i —

Dhankar and Capt Abhi-
manyu (BJP) on the one
hand, and Jaswinder Sand-
hu {INLD) and Euldeep
Bishnoi (HJC) on the other.
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throat,” Owaisi said, amid

said.

Punjab House passes SYL Bill

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Chandigarh, 14 March

Ewvenas Haryana government
today said ithas legitimateright
on Ravi-Beas waters and will
obtain completion of the Sathaj-
YamunaLink (SYL)canal, the
Punjab Assembly on Monday
passed the Punjab Sathyj- Yamu-
naLink Canal Land (T ransfer
of Property Rights) Bill 2016,
which seeks tode-not ify about
5,300 acres acquired for the
canal, unanimously.
Introduced by Punjab chief
minister(ChM)Parkash Singh
Badal, the Billseeks toreturn
3828 acresof land freeof cost
to the original landowners.

It said the state govern-
ment will notify the terms
and conditions for transfer of
land and record rights will
stand amended and automat-
ically modified by the revenue
authorities concerned. Suitable
machinery will also be notified
by thestate povernment toset
all claims of landowners,

According to the Bill, no
suit, prosecution and legal
proceeding can be instituted
against the state gover nment
ar any person forany thing done
in good faith. Nocivilcourt will
have jurisdiction toentertain
any suit or proceedings in
respectof any matter arising
with regard to this Bill.

http://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/9124681?show=print

Meanwhile, in his address
on the opening dayof the bud-
et session of Haryvana Assem-
bly governor Kaptan Singh
Solanki expressed Haryvana
government’s commitment to
takeHaryana's share of water
fromRaviand Beasrivers and
to complete construction of
Satluj-Yamuna link canal.

“Theconcerted efforts made
by the government to secure
early hearing of the Presi-
dential Reference, which has
been pending for the last more
than 11 years, have borne fruit
and the matter has now been
taken up for regular hearing
by the Supreme Court, " the gov-
ernor said.
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Punjab Assembly passes
Bill to return SYL land

KANCHAN VASDEV &
KHUSHBOOSANDHU
CHANDIGARH, MARCH 14

THE PUNJAB Assembly Monday unan-
imously passed the contentious Punjab
Satluyj Yamuna Link Canal Land
{Transfer of Proprietary Rights) Bill,
2016, proposing to re-vest property
rghts to the owners of nearly 3928
acres of land acquired toconstruct the
SYL canal.

The Bill was moved by Chiefl
Minister Parkash Singh Badal who
sought to address the concems of the
farmers by stating that no money
should be recovered from the farmers
upon returning the land acquired for
SYL The government's alliance partner
BIP supported the ruling party on the
ISSLe,

The Bill that was tabled after the
question hour tnggered awar for credit
between the legislators of treasury and
Opposition benc hes.

Congress Legislative Party (CLP)
leader Charanjit Singh Channi said the
Congress was with the BJP-5AD com-

bine onthe passage of the Bill. But he
soughtto read the party' s notice for mo-
tion of adjournment on the issue, stat-
ing it was the Congress that suggested
re-vesting of property rights.

Channi was, however, not allowed
to read the notice for the motion with
Speaker Charanjit Singh Atwal stating
the notice stands rejected as the Chief
Minister, whoisthe leader of the House,
had sought to bring in a resolutionon
the same issue. This led to protestson
the floor of the House with Congress
member Jagmohan Singh Kang sitting
onadharna in the well of the House.

The Bill was passed amid this com-
rmotion.

Later, Channi sought a clanfication
on whether the Bill wasrecorded to be
passed unanimously, to which the
Speaker clarified in affirmative.

Meanwhile, the Haryana Vidhan
Sabhaunanimously passed a resolution
on the first day of the Budget Session
condemning the passage of the Bill by
the Punjab Assembly to denotify land
used for construc tionofSathy-Yamuna
Link {5YL) Canal and calling it "uncon-
stitutional”.
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Water in KRS sufficient for
B'luru this summer

Mysuru: Bengaluru won't face any water shortage till June-end as the
Kabini and Krishnaraja Sagar reservoirs have sufficient water to meet
the demand, according to the dam authorities. There won't neither be
any water scarcity for Mysuru and Mandya also.

KRS Dam Superintendent Engineer Shankregowda said on Thursday
that of the 11.5 tmc feet water available, 7.5 tmc feet was reserved for
drinking purpose in Mysuru, Mandya and Bengaluru.

The KRS has a capacity to store 15.5 tmc feet of water of which 11.5
tmc ft of water could be made use of. Everyday, Bengaluru and
Mysuru receive 600 and 200 cusecs of water from the reservoir,
respectively. "With available water, we can meet the water needs of
Bengaluru and Mysuru cities, till June-end," he said.

Four tmc feet of water is being released from the KRS as the third
instalment for irrigation purposes from March 2. The water would be
released till March 20.

Mysuru city, which has a population of more than 10 lakh, needs 230
million litres per day (MLD) of water. Rivers Cauvery and Kabini are
the major sources of drinking water in the region.

The Vani Vilas Water Works (VVWW), which manages water supply
in the city, lifts 100, 70 and 60 MLD of water from Hongalli,
Megalapura and Belagola water pumping stations respectively.

VVWW Executive Engineer L N Anand told Deccan Herald, Mysuru
needs 2,000 million cubic feet of water per month. At present, KRS
has a storage up to 90.43 feet. VVWW can lift water from the dam,
till the water level comes down to 75 ft.

Even though usage of water is a little high during summer, we can
manage with available water," he said.

DH News Service
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Haryana, Punjab row over SYL canal escalates

The festering row over sharing of the Ravi-Beas waters escalated on Monday with the Punjab Assembly passing a Bill against construction of
contentious Sutlej Yamuna Link (SYL) canal, sparking an immediate adoption of a resolution by the Haryana Assembly condemning the other
State’s move as “unconstitutional”.

As the two neighbouring States ruled by the NDA were locked in a bitter confrontation and passed the measures unanimously, the Centre told
the Supreme Court it was not taking sides over the sharing of water through SYL Canal which has been under dispute for over five decades.
The canal was to carry Haryana’s share of Ravi-Beas waters.

In an attempt to prevent its neighbouring States from getting share from Punjab’s river waters, the State assembly unanimously passed a bill
against the construction of SYL canal, providing transfer of proprietary rights back to the land owners free of cost.

Leader of House and Chief Minister Parkash Singh Badal moved the ‘Punjab Sutlej Yamuna Link Canal land (transfer of proprietary right)
Bill’ with the objective “to provide for transfer of proprietary rights to the land owners from whom the land was acquired by the state
government for the construction of SYL.”

Moving the Bill, Mr. Badal said: “The Bill had been taken on priority basis as Punjab had no surplus waters to share it with other States.”

He said that a water crisis existed in Punjab and “if a drop of water flow to other states from rivers of Punjab it will be very dangerous for the
State.” - PTI

Printable version | Mar 15, 2016 1:48:18 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/haryana-punjab-row-over-syl-canal-
escalates/article8354127.ece

© The Hindu
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Post festivities, clean-up act begins on Yamuna floodplains

¢ Staff Reporter

A ragpicker collects plastic bottles (above), while a volunteer clears up the site where the three-day mega event was held.Photos: Shiv
Kumar Pushquar

It will take weeks before the World Culture Festival venue is cleared of erected structures

t will take weeks before the site of the Art of Living Foundation’s three-day World Culture Festival, which ended on Sundays, is freed of the
massive seven-acre stage and other structures put up there.

The venue on the Yamuna floodplains hosted thousands of artistes and lakhs of visitors from across the world.

The festival, however, attracted the ire of the National Green Tribunal after environmentalists filed petitions asking for the venue to be shifted
as no construction was allowed on the floodplains.

Though the NGT ultimately allowed the festival to happen, it imposed a fine of Rs. 5 crore on the Foundation.

On Monday, workers of private cleaning and housekeeping companies hired by AoL began clearing the venue of the huge amount of litter
strewn around. Posters, pamphlets and garbage could be seen on the ground as workers and volunteers began cleaning up.

“The structure of the 7-acre stage will take two to three weeks to dismantle. The cleaning efforts will continue thereafter,” the Art of Living
Foundation said in a statement.

The Foundation added that the contract for cleaning had been given to Hemant Gaekwad, who also works for the Prime Minister’s Office and
Rashtrapati Bhawan.

Meanwhile, the potential impact of the mega event on the ecologically-sensitive floodplains will be assessed in the coming week.

The Delhi Pollution Control Committee (DPCC), which had issued directions to the Foundation to follow environmental norms, will conduct
an inspection with other members of a committee set up by the NGT.

“The directions issued with regard to waste disposal, waste water and air quality are statutory. It is a criminal offence if they are not
followed,” said a senior DPCC official.

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/D el hi/post-festivities-cleanup-act-begins-on-yamuna-floodplains/article8354168.ece?css=print 12
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The Delhi Development Authority (DDA), which had given the land for the festival, will be waiting and watching as well.

“If the organiser does not return the land to us in the condition it was handed over to them, we will deduct the money from the security
deposit and carry out the cleaning ourselves,” said a DDA official.
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SC refuses to stop Punjab’s Bill on SYL canal

e Krishnadas Rajagopal

The Supreme Court on Monday refused to intervene in poll-bound Punjab’s push to pass a Bill to return land acquired for the Sutlej-Yamuna
Link (SYL) canal, which is at the centre of a water-sharing dispute with Haryana.

A five-judge Constitution Bench simply adjourned a Presidential Reference on the validity of a 2004 law — Punjab Termination of
Agreements Act — under which Punjab had sought to ease out of its liability to share the waters of Ravi, Beas and Sutlej. The maiden hearing
on the Reference, over a decade since it came to the Supreme Court for advice, saw the Bench adjourn the case to March 17.

This was despite the Haryana government seeking an early hearing.

Haryana had revived the Reference even as the Punjab Cabinet gave the green signal for tabling the Punjab Sutlej Yamuna Link Canal
(Rehabilitation and Re-vesting of Proprietary Rights) Bill, 2016, in the State Assembly. It provided for the return of over 5000 acres of land
acquired from farmers for the canal.

Haryana counsel and senior advocate Shyam Diwan made a strong pitch for the apex court’s intervention to stop Punjab from passing the Bill.
Mr. Diwan said Punjab cannot “successively legislate” away the Supreme Court’s role as the primary protector of the Constitution and the
court’s duty to strike a balance between the interests of both the States.

He said while the 2004 Act was intended to defeat two Supreme Court judgments ordering Punjab to construct the canal on its territory, the
new Bill was aimed at rendering the current Reference infructuous. He squarely put the onus on the Bench to stop Punjab, arguing that “it is
the duty of this Court to maintain the integrity of the federal structure.”

Mr. Diwan asked the Court to act against being pushed over by the new Bill and not adjourn the Reference hearing. The Haryana government
claimed that the “unity and integrity of the nation” was at stake in this case.

“You have to strike a balance between the States, large and small, powerful and weak, upstream or downstream. If you allow them to trump
over your jurisdiction by successively legislating away, your powers, considered a linchpin in the Constitution, will lie denuded,” Mr. Diwan
said.

“Let the legislative process go on,” the NDA government, represented by Attorney-General Mukul Rohatgi, submitted. “The law can be
challenged in the Supreme Court. An adjournment will not affect the integrity and unity of the nation... I do not want a completely unpleasant
situation at the border of the National Capital, like what we saw in Haryana three weeks ago...”

Senior advocates Ram Jethmalani and R.S. Suri objected to the tone of arguments made by Haryana. “It was too much of an insulting
argument to make that we are trying to destroy the dignity of this Court. Federalism is alright, but they [Punjab] also have to find out what is
best for their own people,” Mr. Jethmalani submitted, seeking some time to take instructions.

Printable version | Mar 15, 2016 1:48:21 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/sc-refuses-to-stop-punjabs-bill-on-syl-
canal/article8353468.ece
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