Our Yamuna revztalzsatzon plan
needs to move on przorzty NGT

PRESS TRUST GF INDIA f/ (

New Dethi, 14 Jaly

The National Green Tribunal today
warned states and public authorities of
invoking its “punitive or contempt ju-
risdiction” for not following its orders
saying its plan on revitalisation of
Yarnuna needs to move on priority ba-
sis and not at the "mercy of whims and
fancies of some”.

“Without hesitation any further Vl()—.,l '

lation and non compliance of the direc-
tions/orders will be taken seriously A proi-
gct which is envisaged fo be completed
by 2017 needs to move on priority basis
not at the mercy of whims and fancies of
sornerelatedtothe project,” a bench head-
ed by NG'F' chalrperson Justice Swatan-
ter Kumar said.

It said that if hade tried its best and
invoked “highest hierarchy of the state
foensure compiianceof directionstore-
storeriver Yamuna to its original state”.

“Before we travel to the realms of is-
suing punitiveorderstoofficials concerned
we would grant finalopportunity withthe
foliowing direction that the state govern-
ment concerned would not force us todwell
gpon the pumitive or contemnpt jurisdic-
Honof thetribunal,” the green panelsaid.

The bench said it is unforiimate that
various states and public authorities
have failed to file siatus report regard-
ing compiiance of directionsand orders
on NGT's Mailey se Nirmal Yarmuna Revi-

ialisation Plan 2017
_ "Weceriainiy expect
1 highpriority by all state
i governmentsconeerned
| withregard toexecution
of directions relatingio
cleaningandrestoring
of river Yamuma,” it
said, adding that # fails
E {0 understand as why
B ‘he “authorities faiito
I act in coherence with
oneéepaz’&nentmtmg
aletier toother and shifting isburden”.
The bench then passed a slew of di-
rections and asked the Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) o consider lowering of sewagecon-
nection charge to every households es-
pecially in the unauthorised colonies.
The tribunat also asked the DJB o
compiete the remaining 22 per cent
work of intercepior sewer ring at Najaf
garh by March 2016 50 as to ensure that
water from drains is freated before be-
ing discharged into the Yamuna.




BADAL URGES GOVT TO FORM SUB GROUP OF CMs TO ADDRESS FARMER'S PLIGHT

agrarian crisis

.

To counter

STATESMAN NEWS SFRVIEE
Chandigarh, 14 July

To bring farmers "out
from the deep agrarian
crisis prevailing in the
couniry”, Paniab chief
minister (CM) Mr
Parkash $ingh Bada}
today urged the Naren-
dra Modi government at
the Centre to immediate-
Iy constitite a sub group
of the CMs from the pre-
dominantly agrarian
states te address the
issues on the priority
Addressing the sfate-
ievel function in Amrit-
sar, the CM said that it
was the high time to
redress the grievances of
beleagtiiered peasaniry,
which was on ¢ross roads
due to the apathy of the
previcus Congress gov-

ernment at the Centre.
He said hapless farm-
ars were banking upon
the NDA government led
hy the Prime Minister
Mr Modi to bring them
out the agrarian crisis.
Mr Badal said that he
wottld personally takea
cail on this issue tomor-
row when he meets the
Prime Minister during a
meeting of CMs in New
Delhi. He said Mr Modi
could resolve this issue
efficaciously as this had
ever remained the least
priority of the successive
Congress governments.
Mr Badai said he was
nominated as the conven-
er of one such sub group
for skii development,
which has certainiy
come up with certain
path breaking recom-

mendations likely to be
submitted to the Union
government in its finatl
report.

He hoped that recom-
mendations of this sub-
group would also be ben-
eficial for preparinga

bhiue print o make the
agriculiure cccupation
economically viable and
financially sustainable.

The CM also urged the
union finance minister
Mr Arun Jaitiey, who
was present in the fune-
tion, to come up with a
viable crop insurance
policy to cover the entire
damage suffered by the
farmers due to the natuy-
al calamities and even
vagaries of weather

He said that his gov-
ernment had been plead-
ing time and again before
the Congress led UPA
government to introduce
this scheme but of no
avail, Mr Badal said that
they were quite hopeful
for insurance scheme for
the farmers in the near
future.
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KARNAY, JULY 14
More than 508 acres in five
villages of the district have
been: flooded as a resulf of 8
breach in Pivont drain yester-
day. Paddy fields in Piyont,
Shekhpura, Manchuri,
- Alawla and Jalmana villages
have been submerged. Tibe
wells and rooms in the fields,
{00, have been submerged,
Farmers said non-desilting
of the drain was responsible
fer the flooding and alleged
the drain was full with
hyacinth. The banks of the
drain Were weak, they said,
The irrigation Departiment,
however, refuted the claim of
a breach m the drain. ¥
clzimed fields had been sub.
merged because of rainwater
“If there is any breach, i is
made by farmers before #
rained. Rainwater has accu-
mulated in fields,” said San-
"jeev Kumar, Executive Engi-
neer (XEN). Farmers started
to clean the drain and phug
the breach, but could net get
success as the flow of the
water was infense.
- Farmers of Fivont village
blocked the Karnal-Assandh
road, demanding action
officials. They lifted the block-
ade after a few hoursin view of
problems faced by commuters,
Preetamn Singh, a farmer,
said waterlogged fields were
not only problem farmers
ced. . “Water has entered
hotses,” he said, adding “the
department  has  Dbeen
informed of the sifuation, but
no official visied the village
il today afternoon”.

A breach in Piyont drain has fiooded flelds at Pivont, Shekhpura, Manchuri, Alawia and

laimana villages in Karnal district. Trigung pHOTO

shetravillage road cavesin

KIFRUKSHETRA, JOEY 14

A §o-foot-long stretch of the
Jhansa road near the dis-
triet’s Ajrana Kalan village
caved in today as & result of

" heavy rainfail.

PWI DO Surender Singh,
who inspected the spot, said
mice dup up dweilling holes
under the road. The road
caved in when water Slled in
the holes,” he said. The dam-
aged sirefch is nearly 80-foot
long and 2-m: deep. “Tt was &

major district road which
links Kuruksheira-Pehowa,
Ismatiabad and Ambala. The

* yepair has zlarted and the

work will be completed
soon,” the SDO said,

Sadhu Singh of Dera Gog-
pur near Ajrana Kalan said:
“The stale government

makes roads; but doesn't
pay atiention to drain out
rainwater. Not only the
road, crops have been dam-
—FNS

age as well”

Vil agers repair the damagefi stretch of the Jhansa road in
Kurukshetra district on Tuesday. TRIBUNE PHOTO
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LETHAL The Hindon tributary
has brought respiratory, skin
diseases, lung infections,
abdominal disorders and even
cancer for villagers living nearby

Hi Singh
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TRACKING THE
RIVER'S FLOW
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Bringing a fresh lease

ot life to the river
(Hindon} s a sentimental
Issue too, The river was
healthy with frae flow of
fresh water around 20-25
years back, Then the
effluents arrived.
YOGEMDRA VEDIC, rives aclivist

We have written
several times to the
irmigation department over

the issue. The untreated
sewerage discharge, rather
than industrial discharge,
s the biggest polluter,
Shops dealing in acids,
batteries also discharge
their effluents into drains,
VINGD KIMAR, UPPTE segineor

One of the factors
that degraded the
groundwaer in Baghpa

and Shamli districts

is bandhs that were
constructed to recharge
the groundwater. Thaugh
they raised the level to
an extent, they were

all marred by filthy
tischarges.

W SIEGH, retired scinkist

Two men call the tune for river rejuvenation in Baghpat -

= River stivists Arya Vir (right) and Yooradra Vodhs at M Ralan In Baghpas,
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industries a clean chit
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'If seas rise 1m, serious flood risk
soars 1,000 times in coastal cities’

Global Study
Reiterates
Dangers Of

Climate Change

Anatits Mukherji
Etmesgrous.com

Mummbai: A bmetre rise in
glabal sen levels noroases (ko
probiabillty of what s now a
onein-a-hundred-vear Hood
by LN times in Kolkata, 40
fimes in Shanghai and 20
thnes in New York. showed a
nhdtknation, multi-organs
zation study by the Delhi
hesed Counctt on fnerey
Environment and Water
{CEEW) 0n a risk assess
et for climate chnnge,

The study, which was com-
nsskoned by the British gov-
EETHIENY, was mleased simul-
areonsly at the  stock
axchanees in Mumbst and
London on Morday

While pointing o an in
crepsingrish of Soods nooags-
A eitles, including Mumbat,
due bo & rise in sen lovels | the
st podnfod out that, over i
glohal temperatitre is stabiliz
od. hescalevel willcontinueto
rise For iy cenaries as the
GORROCEER WATTIS.

“Mumbad s not just aroastal
city butthe frsncisl norverenoy
of the ooty sald Arunsbha
Clodh, CEO of CREW adding
thateven madorate cimate ekt
o events ook wenken e abii
ty of the arban system o oope
with thom, *“The mason we ar
lnemnehing e report i the finan
v capitals of Tl and the TR
ishecause e firancial world me-
opnies visk and s geared to-
wintls THepering B wiors case
soerarios. That & sovedbing we
want o dearn from them,”

“Over 2% of heat s ab
sarbed by ooeans, only 2% by
ianet and the rest by jce shoets.
Ouer snderstanding of oceans
s vary limited compared with
our knowledge of land, Our
anderstanding of doepocrans
B ooven less” Ghosh added
“When water wartns, devels
risehyvatueof thermatexpan-
shost, Whtle 138 has ocoured
sinee: industrifistion, # i
now faking place in shorter

1,000

@ Hy 2058, considering
a moderate growth
poptation peoduciian,
L8 biEon people in
Soulh Asia wili face 1he
risk of chronic waler
shortage. Chmale
change could
substantially increase
1he number of people
{ving in walershods
wih waler shortage in
Soulh Asia oF evon
reduce 1he nurnber

According to 2 multb-nation, multi-organization risk assessment report on climate
change released on Monday, 2 1-metre rise in
of an ence-in-a-hundred-year flood by...

global sea levels increases the probability

o

sl

timeframes. The paco at which
sea levels rise is Bkely fo e
CIRASC A% move greenliouse
Zases ave being added to the at.
masplere,”

The report also Jooked at a
4"Colsiusrise in plobad tempor-
aFIres as the thpping poing, &f

ter which “the nconvenient”
will turn “intolerabic” for Inx
trans, According to the sty
this rise i global temper-
atures would resalt iy g 0%
Prrolmbitty that temperatures
in north India--Rasthan,
Punjaln  Harvana, Chandi-

HEAT IS ON IN NORTH INDIA

times 40 times 29 q,ai';fes G o
in Kelkata| in Shanghai in New s iftheglobewarms bty impossivle also rises
Lo 8¢, there is 2 30% rapidly when giobal
L : S : probatvilly 1hal warming exceeds £°C
4 if greenholse emissions stay %t A J-in-a-100-year shock Jo glonat | ferperalures in norih & The probabily of
high, incidence of exireme drought  food production in the kaller half Inclia (Rajasthan,  seonfe experiencing
afecling cropland could increase of the 20th cenbury may hecome Punjab, potentially fethal limils
by arcund 50% in Soulh Asia three times more likely by Haryana, of heat stress in a given
® Drovght affed ing cropland i rrid-century with increasing Ci’;@é‘i};m' year starts 10 become
South Aska in 2650 could be a clmale change E}E U?'E A significant for a global
maximum 7% of the & As high rales of global P:aggs?:} wﬁuid lemperajure rise
: i h e of around 5°C
lolatcropland  populalion growth are increasing v ey b .
; e 5oy high thai and could
dermand, chmate change could moderate/heavy outdoor ool 5%
further reguce already siressed work caanol be earried EXC “
snechly £ ; Areee far a global
resqures, especially i conflic] BUt it The hottes] monih &
regions. This could ek AL _ temperature
significantly increase the : ® There s _ Mseofarcund
risks of state faflures, food abouta40% 700 hc:t areas sich as
resitictions, civil unres], ' chnnce‘i hat  nonth india, )
targe-scale migration and L, people " solheasiern China, and
internal security hazards : norith Indis southeasiern USA
- woltd rol
be able 10
participale in
compeiflive outdooy
sports i summer,
when the average
glebal ternperatures
have risen by 1°C
compared to The
oreser], A4°C rise in
ihe temperalures will
see The probability rise
to 80-90% in north India
#in @ O a high emission
Aorth pal hway, Aooding in
India, the 1he Ganga basin could
d prohability be six tirmes more
of being frequent, becoming a
expesed one-in-five-yoar even
to heal over the cowrse ¢¥ he
thal makes healthy sleep cetlury

pardy, Delhi, Bihar and Ultar
Pradesh-.woidd be se high
Hat maderate {0 hesmy out
doers activities would e im
possibleduring sumrier
Ghoshalse pointed that the
risks that arise 25 & resulf of
elimate chango incvense in a

Bondinens way--this means,
therisk does nof remain stabde,
Put worsens over time, “While
wo canngd predict an earth-
quake, over Hme, we know fhe
probabiiity of an earthguake
taking place in & given area
Hut earthguakes are nof rela

eel toclimsate change, Incaseof
elimate chatge, the risk of a
particugar event today is not
e same as in e, bt s
likely to increase A flood that
woeurs inoan area every 3
yoars, eould now increass o
wvery five vears.”
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