- The fallout of

climate change
in India include
the monsoon
nearly eluding

the southern

states while
flooding
Maharashtra,
Gujaratand

' Rajasthan. The
oolnmyls
fighting periodic .
~oceurrence of

floods and
drougihts atthe
same time.

HE historic Pans Agreement on
‘Climate Change, the outcome of

tions on greenhouse gas (GHG)

emission-induced climatic variations and

theirpervasive ill effects, was a remarkable
essay on global consensus-building.

The essence of it is the consensual com-
.mitment of the participating countries,
-almost the entire members of the United

Nations, to keep global warming below2°C -

increase above the pre- industrial' level
through the mechanism of the Intended

Nationally ‘Determined Contributions

(INDCs). This consensus was based on the

stark realisation underpmned by exten-
sive scientific studies and reports of the '
Inter-Governmental Panel on Climate:

Change (IPCC) that unabated GHG emis-
sions caused by human interventions
have been damaging the earth's ecology,

trous consequences. Most of the countries,
including India, are woefully short of both

for realising their INDCs. Regrettably, the

.mechanism of the Green Climate Fund *
(GCP) for addressing the critical resource

mobllisation issue has been discouraging.

e

Trump’s b|zarre declsmn

Against this backdrop, the bizarre dec1—
. sion of US President Donald Trump repu-

diating the Paris Agreement and reneging
_ on it is not only deplorable but also irre-

sponsible. His jingoistic assertion that he

represents Pittsburgh, not Paris, does nof;

behove the leader of the "free world'. At

the same time, it is heartening that the

"other US 'establishment' has not only

vowed its support to the Paris Agreement,

butalso moved forward with concrete pos-
mve steps as it is convmcecl tha "green

development Powerful global ¢ leaders"

such as Xi. Jinping, Angela Markel and
- Macron have come out forcefully for the

agreement. Narendra Modli, too, has com-

' mitted Tndia to the agreement.
Notwithstanding Trump's tirade agamst

the agreement including his savage views |
«on India's motives in championing it, sev-

* eral adverse consequences of chmdte'
change are being felt. For instance, we in.

‘India now live. with the vagaries of the

monsoon nearly eludmg the southern

e M e

* protracted dialogue and negotia-

 prove to be counterproductive.

- poverty line, India has been making
* gigantic efforts to ensure availability of
the very basic necessities of life to its

leading to climate change with its disas-

-~ tion/per capita cons

of India's

" ooplous ramféll Kerala is bracing itselfto
‘meet hkely power and water shortages

Flood-drought pattern hits India

India, with its vast expanse of landmass is
fighting periodic occurrence of floods and
droughts at the same time, remind us of

- the perils of climate change as well as the

realities of our géographical diversity.
Agriculture has been most adversely

affected by the forces of climate change.

Studies have confirmed loss of productiv-
ity onaccount of climatic variations. Life of
those engaged in ferming ‘has becor:e
unbearable owing to several factors, main-
ly variations in weather patterns beyond
their control. Th consequences of the dis-

© tress of famers have been arreachmg,

often forcing populx

" With its teeming millions below the

poor through welfare schemes and infra-
structure development pmJects A high-
er level of energy productlon and utilisa-
ptionis the single
most critical determmant of'the success
development  strategies
Though the average annual per capits

below the global average, a quantum
jump in power production for higher con-
sumption through the conventional
sources — hydel, coal and hydro -carbon
—is fraught V\nth adverse fallouts.

Addressmg cllmate change

" Responding to these imperatives, India

initiated strategies to address climate

‘change well before the Paris conclave.

‘@ While the broad policy framework on

environment and climate ‘change was

laid down by the National Environment
Policy 2006, the Prime Minister's Coun-
01l on Climate Change set up in 2007 wes

1ndeed a landmark in our combat
against climate change! In the context of

" our federal polity, the states have also
 formulated their own strategies and

action plans taking ‘into account their
distinetive factor — endowments and

: challenges. State and local governments
. can effectively mobilise public participa-

tion for awareness raising, energy con-
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‘Rajinstitutions have also become active
_ in greening their areas which inter alia

consumption of energy in India is o

contributes to carbon sequestration.
W We have now committed fo reduce
emission intensity by 80 to 85% aver 2005

< levels by 2030, Concrete steps taken are

showing positive results. The contribu-
tion of renewables, specially solar and

‘wind power in the energy mix, has gone

up several times from 2002 to 2015.

# The comprehensive energy conserva-
tion strategy is also paying rich dividends.

The National Mission for Enhanced Ener-

gy Efﬁc1ency Whmh aims at savmg 10% of

ing to alternatlve aut ] fuels is part‘ of the

‘winning strategy. Renewables are increas-

 ingly becoming competitive and cheaper
~ than fossil-fuel energy. Falhng price of |

solar power draws mvestors in solar proj-
ects leading to a virtuous circle. Major
thermal power producers NTPC and Tata
Power are slowing down on coal fired proj-
ects. The welcome worldwide shift away

from fos sﬂ fuels torenewables will certain-
ly getaccelerated with innovations such as
"floating ‘solars’ and !bifacial modules',

though forthe present, they are tantalising
technological miracles for the resource
poor developing world, including India.

Coordinating mechanism needed

* With the heavy backlog of development

deficit to cateh up with, climate change

' has added a huge burden on the resources

of India, its infrastructure, finances, tech-
nology and human capital. We are certain-
ly not unprepared for the challenges, but
the taskis herculean, Our voluntarily com-

“mitted Intended Nationally Determined

Contribution following up on the National
Action Plan on Climate Change lays.down
the best possible road map for the Central
‘and state governments to woerk in partner-

- ship with the private sector. The National

Adaptation Fund would further boost our

innovative efforts. Appropriately deslgned :
institutional arrangements, funding and

technology are critical, but an effective
overarching coordinating mechanism .at
the apex reporting directly to the Prime

Minister with the mandate to oversee,
- review and drive the national campaign
~against chmate change is most crueial,
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Central Water Commission
¢t Technical Documentation Directorate
-Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section

Fhkkkid
§Fhra

__\Neet Riock I Wing No-5
R K Puram, New Delhi — 66.

Dated /5—/7//-%

Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),

Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on
the CWC website.
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SPA (Pubhmty)
Encl: As stated above.
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Deputy Director (Publiom M 17—
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Director (T.D.) ) ,
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For information of Chairman &Member (WP&P/D&R/R.M.). CWC and all concerned.,
uploaded at www.cwc.nic.in
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NARMADA PROJECT

DaysbeforebM .
inaugurates "

£ R
EXPRESS
MUMBAI,SEPTEM,BERH L

DAYS BEFORE of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's visit to Gujarat for inauguration of the
s ‘  Sardar Sarovar Dam, activists opposed to the -
. : ' displacement of tribal familiesin Maharashtra
F : and Madhya Pradesh intensified the protest.
. On Thursday, while a group of activists
-and affected tribal families protested in the
niational capital, another protesting group,
led by the Medha Patkar-led National
Alliance of People’s Movement (NAPM), held
a protest outside the Mantralaya gates in
o Maharashtra, ;. o
~Modi is slated to inaugurate the newly-
constructed gates of the Narmada dam on his
birthday on September 17. The new gates have
- raised the heightofthe dam 0 138.68 mehes.
-+ Hundredsoffamilies from tribal hamlets
.~ in Maharasht‘ra’ystdi]d}jﬂ)a*;were partofthe
_ protesting group outside the Mantralaya.
- Contesting the government’s claim that
the work of rehabilitation of families in the -
submergence zone of the dam had been
completed, NAPM activist Yogini Khanolkar
-alleged that “thousands of families in
Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra areyet to

berehabilitated”. = = =
“Infact, thousands of families previously
: declared as project-affected people (PAPs)
& ' when the dam height had been raised to121
- metres were deprived of the rehabilitation
‘benefit. While they are yet to be compen-
sated, the government has now stopped
identifying them as PAPs” she said,
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hMews ifem :’ieﬁer/amcle,ed,wnd published on ‘_M / /i i the

iﬂ‘:mdusian;ﬁmeé Zrav Bharat Times (Aingl) A,,F)Cn"f DRI
Statesman Punjsb Keshari (Hindi)

The Times of Indiz (K.D.) The Hindu

indian Express Rajesthan Patrike (Hindi) 1.
Tribune : Deccan Chronicle = (&
Hindusian (Hindi) - . Decczan Herald

and dofumented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC.
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: DAYS BEFORE of Pmme Mmlster Narendra
‘Mod'svisit to Gujarat for i inauguration of the

~ Sardar Sarovar Dam, activists opposed to the -
~ displacement oftribal familiesin Maharashtra
o : and Madhya P:adeshmtens1ﬁed the protest.
i - ~ ‘ On Thursday, while a group of activists
‘and affected tnbal families protested in the

12 group,

~ Alliance of People’ sMovement(NAPM) held
-a protest out;;@e the Mantralaya gates in
';Maharashtra

Inaugurate the newly-
theNarmada dam on his
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