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China is damming the Brahmaputra, India needs a water sharing agreement
Operationalisation of the $1.5 billion Zangmu Hydropower Project marks the beginning of a series of
Chinese dams on the Brahmaputra and other rivers originating in the Tibetan plateau. Disruption of
water flows is not an immediate concern as the Chinese have assured that this is a run of the river
project without any reservoirs to store water. But in the long term it is a serious concern for India,
Bhutan and Bangladesh through which this mighty river flows on its long journey to the sea. The large
number of dams China has planned on the Tibetan plateau will have major repercussions on
environment and climate in the region.

Though India has made known its concerns about this, the Chinese have not been very responsive. Till
now all that India has achieved is an agreement on the sharing of hydrological information on the
flows of the Brahmaputra.But this is clearly not enough given that China is planning to build a few
hundred new power projects in the Himalayas, including some major ones which plan to divert the
water flows to eastern China, the repercussion of which could be disastrous for its neighbours.

This means that India must make the sharing of waters from the Himalayan rivers a priority issue with
China, along with the boundary dispute and the trade imbalance. India has negotiated successful water
sharing agreements with Pakistan and can repeat this with China. This would not only help build
confidence on both sides for much bigger deals, including one that involves settling the boundary
dispute, but will also diffuse the possibilities of waging new water wars as the scarcity of the resource
intensifies in the coming decades.
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Expedite RenukaDam 
project, SC tells Centre 
R SEDHURAMAN 

NEW DELHI, OCI'OBER 14 

The Supreme Court today 
took the Centre to task for its 
inaction in the proposed con­
struction of the Rs 5,242 
crore Renuka Dam in 
Himachal Pradesh ever since 
the project was declared a 
national project in 2009. 

A Bench, headed by Jus­
tice TS Thakur, asked Solic­
itor General Ranjit Kumar 
to come with concrete pro­
posals within four weeks, 
including the state's 
demand for meeting the 
land acquisition cost. 

Acceptirig the co~tention 
of senior advocate JS Attri , 
who argued for HP that the 
state had utilised the proj­
ect funds, the Bench reject- · 
ed the Centre's stand 
that the funds had been 
diverted to other heads. 

Attri said the state had 
spent about Rs 270 crore so 
far - Rs 166 crore for acquir­
ing land, Rs 29 crore for relo­
cation and rehabilitation of 

Renuka Lake in Sirmaur district. A FILE PHOTO 

the oustees and Rs 25.5 crore 
on survey and related work, 
besides incurring overhead 
expenses of Rs 48 crore. 

Of this, Rs 214.84 cnore 
had been paid by the Delhi 
Jal Board since the dam is 
primarily meant for provid­
ing water to the national 
capital as per its entitlement 
and Rs 25 crore by Haryana, 
a riparian state of the Yamu­
na river. The project will 
come up across the Giri 
river, a tributary ofYamuna, 
in Sirmaur district. 

Now that the dam has 
become a national project, the 
Centre will have to meet 90 
per cent of the expenditme. 
. Today, the SC also said.it 

Would not quash any acqui­
sition of land meant for the 
prdject. Attri had pleaded 
that-funds were required to 
pay compensation to the 
farmers whose 'land was 
acquired for the project. 
Some land acquisitions 
would lapse soon unless the 
c.ompensation was paid as 
directed by the Himachal 

State to get 40 mw 
• The state will get 40 mw 

of free electricity from 
the project 

• The pipeline from the 
dam to Delhi can also 

· be utilised for sharing 
the Yamuna waters with 
Haryana, UP and . 
Rajasthan 

• The SC has asked all states 
to cooperate in the con­
struction of dam project 

High Court, be pleaded. 
The state also has a stake in 

the project as it will get 40 mw 
of electricity from the project 
free of cost. On July 9, the SC 
had issued notice to the Cen­
tre and the Delhi Government 
on the state's petition seeking 
Rs 1,981 crore to be paid to 
farmers and for meeting the 
project cost. HP has moved 
the SC as it is not in a posi­
tion to pay further com­
pensation to comply with 
an HC order passed on 
November 20, 2014. 
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i Rain, thunderstorm leave 
paddy farmers worried 
PARVEEN ARORA 
lRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

·KARNAL, OCIDBERl4 

Fleavy rain acconipanied 
with thunderstorm lashed 
various parts of the state 
today, niaking farniers fear­
ful of daniage to paddy which 
is about to'harvest. 
· Paddy farniers in grain 
niarkets had a tough time in 
protecting . their produce 
froni getting wet. 

Agriculture experts 
clainied today's rain would 
have little effect on paddy . 
production. But with the 
Meteorological Departnient 
predicting niore rain in the 
coniing days, farniers have a 
reason to worry. 

SureshGehlawat, Addition­
al · Director, ~ _Agriculture 
(extension), told The 'llibune: 
"Paddy was grown on 12 lakh 
hectares in the state and pro-

Dampened paddy in the Ambala grain market following rain on 
Wednesday. PHOTO: PARDEEP MAIN! 

duce froni 6.5 lakh hectares Ckhlawat added. 
have reached grain niarkets. Surinder KUillar froni 
Rest of the paddy will be har- Nigdhu village said, "Rain · 
vested in the last week of along with thunderstorm flat­
Octo~r·~~" ~ ,_, • " t: ,i t,@Iled,,,.my crop~, JLi.t ~s 

''.If it .raip$ .again, farrp.ers ,. agijin,darilagew,illintensify." 
should ensure there is no Fie added farniers were 
waterlogging in the fields to already suffering ·because of 
avoid blackening of grains," low level of procutenient. 
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