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NEW DEI.HI The Wnrld Bank has " three neutral ump:res desplte

.|-ing ahead with an arbitration
“{ process, the Bank said it had
| gone ahead with both coun- -
g tnes requests 2

should take precedence. over.. .
_thé other [Palustan“’s] Thisis f-"mers
Why we drewthe lots and pro--.-

posed potentlal candldates |
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On Thursday, the MEA‘

| 'had issued a strong state-

ment threatening to pull
 out of the World Bank’s ar-

~ bitration process or even

! __ consider more strmgent_

options over the Indus Wa-

ters Treaty, that had come

under a cloud after the Urni

attackin September. . -

-Prime Minister Narendra

Modi had held a meeting a

 few days after the attack

| and another one last week

8 ~ to explore ways of “puni-

shing” Pakistan by utilising

its share of the Indus nivers
more fully - |

3
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Shengﬂnga and Chenab

“draw of for the Neutral EJ:pert » 'szud
-'Senior * Vicé-President - and
“World Bank Group General

§ 1 “urged” India and Pakistan to - India’s ‘obj 3

] agree to mediation an how to - World Banlf ;E)cl::] eax;lmnemgil Ccilutl::?l Anne—Mane Leroy. -
;3-;;,41 proceed in‘their dispute over.* that the ﬂecmcm was a pm_ ted evi-r - Ms, I_;E!:py adnut-

hydropower - dam “pro- - “_;:eduralme. She-t .._-?-s*---‘?pmcesses wer?"‘inw rka .
49 Jects llillammu ;nd Kashmir, " . *The World Ban]c Group, ‘i the long run, and tﬁ i]? wit
meinlept %’r’gg mln dﬁmtllfxga state-- “has a strictly Pmcedural role © mediatioh was reqmezre ore

v World Bank: t the  under ﬁae Andus . Waters :  *The “dispute is .over the
] e asang;amrym the “Treaty and the treaty doés ot - KlShenganga 30 MW) and
was £ ers , Treaty 1960, - a]]ow' it to'choose whether Ratle (850 MW) hydel plants

| avouring Pakistan by gg-r " one ‘‘procedure . IIndla’s] In dia is cofistriit ¥ gf:t}l:l 331 es' -
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- _Gﬂ for medlatlon World
- Bank tells Indla Pal

W
~ However, the meeting
stopped short of rec-

ommending an abrogation

of the treaty, which the
World Bank

cessful international freat-
jes that has withstood fre-
quent -tensions between
India and Pakistan, mclud-—
ing conflicts.”’ :

With the 2003 Ceasefire

in a shambles and increas-

ing shelling at the LoC and

‘International Border, many

officials fear the  treaty
could be the next casualty
- of India-Pakistan tensions.

statement
- called “one of the most suc-
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AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

even after its effects dis- lowup is meant to agree

Marrakech (Morocco), 14 sipated, the mercury on rules for executing the
November stayed high. plans and goals outlined

In parts of Arctic Rus-  in the pact, which envi-
The year 2016 will “very sia, temperatures were 6 sions reining in global

likely” be the hottest on C to 7 C higher than the warming by cutting back

record, the UN said today; long-term average, the On greenhouse-gas emit- ;
warning of calamitous statement said. Other ting coal, oil and gasfor
conseguences if the Arctic and sub-Arctic energy.karlier today, the J
march of global warm- regions in Russia, Alaska annual Global Carbon |
Ing cannot be halted. and northwest Canada Budget report said car- i
Average temperatures were at least 3 C above bon emissions from

for the yvear were set to
hit about 1.2 Celsius over
pre-Industrial Revolution
levels - meaning that 16 of

average.“"We are used to burning fossil fuels have
measuring temperature been nearly flat for three
records in fractions of a years in a row - a “great
degree, and so this is dif-  help” but not enough to

Moroccan and international demonstrators shout slogans and hold placards

the 17 hottest years on during a demonstration against climate change and calling for environmen-  1€r€nt,” said Taalas. stave off dangerous cli-
record were this century,  ta action to protect the planet during a protest in Marrakesh on the side- The WMO report was mate change.
sald the UN's World lines of the COP22 climate conference on Monday. » AFP published as UN climate Both analyses warned |
Meteorological Organisa- talks entered their sec- that concentrations of
tion (WMOQO). nations had agreedupon  2016,” WMO secretary ond week in Marrakesh-  planet- warming green-
The new record means to stave off worst- case- general Petteri Taalas the first since last year's house gases in the atmos- |
the world is already more scenario climate change. said in a statement. huddle in the French cap- phere continued to rise,
than halfway to the “Another year. Anoth- The El Nino weather 1tal concluded with the reaching 400 parts per
upper limit of 2 C of er record. The high tem- phenomenon had boosted  c¢limate-rescue Paris million in 2015 and likely
warming overall, 1.6 Cif  peratures we saw in 2015 temperatures in the early  Agreement. 10 exceed that record in
possible, which UN are set to be beaten in months of the vear, but The Moroccanfol- ~ 2016. |
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L%
The political storm over

the Sutlej-Yamuna Link
(SYL) canal in Haryana
intensified today with the
leading Opposition party
Indian National Lok Dal
(INLD) threatening todig the
canal near the area adjoin-
ing the neighbouring Pun-

* jabif the BJP govtinthestate

fails to decide on construc-
tion of the canal by coming
23 February.

Addressing a Press con-
ference today, leader of Oppo-
sition and INL.D MLA Abhay
Singh Chautala said, “The

- Supreme Court has pro-

nounced its verdict infavour
of Haryana and now it’s
BJP govt’s duty to help
Haryana in getting its share

of Water from Punjab
through the SYL canal.”

He furthegy said INLD
leaders would also meet
President Pranab Mukher-
jee in this regard soon.

L e | tions by Congress MLAs In

Chautala also accused IR -Raiug

theleadersof BJPandCon-

gress parties in Haryana of
doing politics on the issue.
“Congress leaders in Pun-
jab are strongly opposing

sharing of water with

Haryana, but party’s lead-
ers here never condemned
their counterparts in Pun-
jab. Similarly, the BJP has
supported the Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) govt there
but its leaders in Haryana
to have taken soft stand on
the issue, These partiesare
merely doing politics on
SYL issue,” he alleged.
Earlier, INL.D leaders
from across the state also

—4+ .

A political storm erupt-

ed thereafter in both the
states, followed by resigna-

Punjab.

The SC’s demsmn has

put Haryana’s BJP and Con-
gress leaders In a fix as
their aggressive stand

¥ againstneighboring Punjab

passed an unanimous res-
olution to condemn both

BJP and Congress party for

not clarifying their stands
on the issue.

The apex court on 10
November had ruled the
2004 Punjab Termination
of Agreements Act passed
by State Legislative Assem-
bly to terminate the SYL
canal water sharing agree-
ment with neighbouring

states as ‘unconstitution-
al’.

-. - could cost their respective

parties dearly in the coming

-Assembly elections.

- Haryana BJP leaders

“including chief minister

Manohar Lal Khattar have
said that the BJP govt is com-
mitted to bring Haryana’s
shareof surplusRavi-Beas
waters for dry-arid regions
of southern Haryana. How-
ever, the Congress and the
INLD have targeted the BJP-
led govt at Centre for not
breaking its silence on the
issue.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVIGE
Chandigarh, 14 November

Even as special session of

- Punjab Assembhly has been

convened on Wednesday on
the contentious issue of
Satluj Yamuna Link (SYL)
canal, theruling Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) today said
it will take “any step nec-
essary’ to stop even drop
of water from going to
Haryana. He also consti-
tuted a legal committee to
examine the SC order.
SAD president Sukhbir
Singh Badal said the party
core committee as well as the
state Cabinet, both of which
will meet shortly, would
deliberate upon the steps
needed tofirm up the party
as well as the SAD- BJP
government's decision not

.

i;)-

SYL: POL STOHM INTENSIFIES INHARYANA

INLD THREATENS TO DIG CANAL IFBJP GOVT FAILS TC DECIDE ON THE ISSUE ‘Will not allow adrop to Haryana’

to allow a drop of water to
go to Harvyana.

As the Punjab Congress
legislators have resigned
from State Assembly to
protest against Supreme
Court verdict on Satluj
Yamuna Link (SYL) canal
and are ineligible to par-
ticipate in the coming spe-
cial session of the House,
Badal said the Congress
had run away from taking
steps to sateguard the river
waters of Punjab. “But the
SAD would not flinch from
its duty and would come out
with appropriate measures
to resolve the issue 1n its
entirety,” he added.

The SAD president said

it was unfortunate that a
frustrated Punjab Congress
president Captain Amari-
nder Singh, who too resigned

e o

assembly. “Why are you |

from: his Lok Sabha (Amrlt
sar), was asking for the res-
ignation of the SAD- BJP
government. -

Badal said Amarinder ;
resigned from Parliament
because he had to contest the
next Assembly elections
from Patiala.. Congress
MLAsresignedasthe party
high command did not want
them to be part of the pro-
ceedings of the 16 Novem-
bersitting of the Punjab

(Amarinder) asking for the |
resignation of Parkash |
Singh Badal? Surely it is
because you arifrustrated
at the turnof eventsand the
fact that PunJabls are
increasingly seeing you as
the villain who|was facili-
tated the start of work on the
SYL canal?," he}charged.
;.
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'CO2 emissions stay flat in

Marrakesh Carbon emis-
~ sions from burning fossil fu-

- ve off dangerous global war-

e

'111-‘?"" e R

ing, a report said on Mon-
day. Emissions of planet-
warming carbon dioxide sta-
- yed level in 2015 at 36.3billion

tonnes(GtCO2)and were pro-

jected to rise “only slightly”,

--I-_re:l!-t‘l'l' T?"ﬂ

- by 0.2% in 2016, according to -
- the annual Global Carbon

Budget reportcompiled byte-
“ams of -scientists- from- aro-f"-'

l_ und the world.

. “Thisthird yearof almost_'
i no growth in emissionsisim- -.
:- -precedented at a time of
- strong economic growth,” sa- -
: ldresearchleader Corinnele . . @rgs:
. Quere of the University of - BES

WHAT cLEAN CLIMATE NEEDS

. els have been nearly flat for
threeyearsinarow —a“gre-
athelp” butnotenoughtosta-

' East Anglia. Driven largely Fitifati =
¢ : by reduced coal usein China, BieRs e raerat
ED02 6mi! o

thlswasa“clearandunprece- e

- dented break” with the prece-

- ding decade’s fast emissions

. growth,atarateof some2.3%
. per year from 2004 to 2013, be-

- fore dipping to 0.7% in 2014.
. “This is a great help for tack- .

- ling climate change but it is
- notenough,” said Le Quere.

- make

For the world’s nations to
true on the global pact

- to limit average global war-

ming to 2°C (3.6°F) over pre-

- Industrial Revolution levels,
- emissionsmustdomorethan

level off, thestudyfound. =
A decrease of 0.9% per ye-

| ar was needed to achieve this
- limit by 2030.

The concentration of gre-

" enhouse gases in the atmosp-

3
-Covering L., YIS

here has continued to grow,

G

century to less than 2°C above pre-Industrial Revolution levels
Source: Global Carbon Budget |

the report Warned,hitting a

‘record level of 23 GtCO2 last

year that looked set to reach
25 GtCO2 in 2016.
The analysis was publis-

hed in the journal Earth Sy-

stem Science Data, to coinci-
de with the UN climate confe-
rence In Morocco. Climate
envoys are gathered in Mar-
rakeshtoputplansinplaceto
execute the so-called Paris
Agreement concluded in the
French capital a year ago. It

‘envisions a dramatic reduc-

E last 3 y S but not enough

-

Eefef AnnuaI decrease needed untll 2030 to meet the
R target of keeping the average warming this

tion in greenhouse gas-pro-

ducing coal, oil and gas use
forenergy Thenewreport sa-
id humanity has emitted
2,075 GtCO2 since 1870 - ad-
ding 40 GtC0O2 in 2016 alone.
- “*We have. already used
more than two thirds of the
emissions quota to keep cli-
mate change well below two
degrees,” it warned.

- “The remaining quota

would be used up in less than

30 years at the current emis-
smns level ? AFP

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
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may not help

JALANDHAR, NOVEMBER 14
Even as two major agrarian
states Punjab and Haryana
are at loggerheads with
each other over the SYL
canal, the BJP-led Union
government seems to have
no plans to intervene and
initiate talks between the
two states.

Union Minister and BJP’
Punjab election incharge

Narendra Tomar avoided the
- query over theissue today, say-
- Ing that the two states should

find a solution of their own. He
was here {0 oversee the prepa-
Tations feri}lge forthcoming vis-

0 premdent

it ofBIP:ria

Azm‘ﬁhahbnNevemw 20tor

“amallyinthect tf i s
- dispute

water

difference will it make if we

bring the two for talks? It is -
the states alone that could

o Narendra
“When the Centre S mter- B

vention in the Cauvery
~between
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka
-did not bear any fruit, what
“both

AV -IC -

says

Tomar

o f

ﬁnd a solutlon to thls dead-

lock,” said Tomar, =

He said instead of- ﬁght-
Ing, the governments of
states should sit
together and try to find an
amicable solution to the

Covering L., YIS

BJP. state %ﬁéld ent Vuay Sé'mpla ‘fehmtates Un]on M'Fitster

omar m Jalandhar on Monday PHDTD SARABHT SINGH

| lorig-pending problem. He
also urged the people of

both states to maintain
calm over the issue and pre-
vent from participating in
any event that could aggra-
vate the situation.

" " " .‘“ Pt
_—_—
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Wﬂl support govt Cong

Demands explanann on the fate of prevnous Bl”

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 14
The Punjab Congress today

acquired for the Sutlej Yamu

Capt

yet to.approve the Bill,

{ Amarinder quipped: “The

Akalis could not get the Bill

| passed from the Governor
{ as well as its ally, the BJP,

whichisalsoin power at the

Centre. They must give an

b

- the = special

 §6The Akalis could
ot get the Bill to return
-SYL landtofarmers

: asked the government to -
| explain the status of the Bill
for de-acquisitioh .of land

‘passed fromthe
* Governor aswell as fts

| na Link (SYL) canal passed- '7,?.a"y ’ the BJP WhICh lS m
during the st Assembly ses- power at the Centre
sion with its support. |
| - The poser from: PPCC
1 chief
| Singh came after Deputy -
1. CM Sukhbir Badal blamed.:
{ the Congress for mnmng
| away ontheissue."
Spec1ﬁcally pointing out

| that Punjab Governor was

 Theymustgvean 4
o~ < assurance that the B'Tl
~being brought during .

“the spemalsessaonwﬂl

_sail through. 98

-Capt Amarmder Smgh. PPCC CHIEF

-assurance tha't this time the - |
_ MLASs be accepted immedi-

Bill being brought during
‘session - -on
November 16 would be
approved by the Governor
and the BJP at the Centre.”
- Asking Chief = Minister

Parkash Smgh Badal to
clearly spell out the agen-
da for the special session
of} ##-the Assembly,
Amarmder said though
they would not be attend-
ing the session, the party
_ would support the govern-

'ment’s -move 1o protect
- the: sta‘te s riverwaters. .

. On Badal’s appeal to the

' -angress to participate in
‘the - session, :
whether the Akali govern-

‘he asked

‘ment —-had = taken the
approval of the Governor

‘and the BJP to bring out a
- new legislation. -

Demanding that the remg-
nations .of the Congress

ately, Amarinder said the
President’s Rule in the
state was the only way the

-elections could be held in.a

free and fair manner.

-Covering L., YIS

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
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KARNAI, NOVEMBER 14

-r

Armd the battle betWeen

- Haryana dand Punjab over the

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)

. Sutle] Yamuna - Lmk (SYL)
" canal after the Supreme i
" Court yerdlctmfavcur ofthe ket i

* former, Chief Mmster

~ Manohar Lal Khattar ishope- [%= CHEW WG - B
Tful of unplementatlon of the st BES

* ruling by the latter. f

~ “Our country functions on
" the basis of the law and the
Constlmtlon
the agreement on SYLwillbe

-~ will obey the ruling of the

Accordingly, WER"%E

| :: implemented and Punjab - B radps

apex court,’ he told mEdla'
persons With the nnplemen- - PR

ChIEf Mlmster Manohar Lal Khattar pays cbelsance on ‘the eccas:on nf the birth annwersary ef
Guru Nanak Dev at Dera Kar Sewa m Kamal on Mcnday TRIBUNE PHOTO am aumaa

~ would quench the thirst of -
drylandof farmers and water

h 'll"'t.'l:l"'lul

Haryana he maintained.

He was at the Dera Kar '

Sewa today to lay the fcunda
tmn stone of Guru- Nansk

* Yatri Niwas, which weuld be
. spread over 1 lakh square
feet He pald obeisance on.

the occasion of Guru Nanak

’; Dev’s blrth anniversary and

auspicious occasion.

" Asked about the derncn- |

Eetls,atrcn of Rs 500 and Rs
.1,000 notes, he said it wasa

‘revalutlonary and brave'

‘decmon of the Prime Mm

¥ 1ster to ﬂush out black mc-n--

3 - LY
-Covering L., YiS

. would reach the taﬂ-end nf_ B

greeted the people on the‘

ey from the country
Khattar adnutted that due

to tlus step, some of the peo-

ple had been facmg hard-

shlps but the mtuatmn would
normahse in one week. and.

the penple were ready for it.
~ About shertage of currency
m ba.nks :he said sufficient

cmrency was avaﬂable with

banks and the government |

WO'Llld estabhsh some cther
centres to exchange currency.

"On the issue of low redress
“rateof cornplamts filed at CM
“Window i n the state he said
mfra structure ‘Wﬂlﬂd "be

mcreased on the CM Wmdcw
_ Earlier, addressing the gath-
enng at the Dera Kar Sewa,

” ;Khattar announced that one

of the seven gates to be con-
structed for the beautification

* of city would be named after |

Guru Nanak Dev. -

" 'The CM descrlbed ‘Guru
Nanak Dev as an apostle of
peace and tolerance whose
teachmgs would contmue to
msplre genera’uons L

The Chief Minister said
Guru Nanak Dev strove all
‘his life to promote seclal jus-
1:1ce and equahty m soclety

- [
N

He exho ted the gathenng t0'
follow the. teaching of Guru
" Nanak Dev pf equahty in
soc1ety He said Guru Nanak
" Dey always empha31sed the
pohcy of work, spread the

message of brotherhced and

/ gave the message to follow

path of humamty
He hoped that this ecca—

_,.smn would further strength-
" en amity and secular tradi-
. tions.
:"demand of the Dera Kar
Sewa, he said the dlstnct
- administration would Work

Reaetmg to the

on proper parkmg
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'CHANDIGARH, N()VEMBER 14

The Inchan National Lok Dal
(INLD) today served an ultl-

to start construetlon of the
'SYL canal by February 23 or

the party will lead lakhs of

people to start its digging.
Taking strong political

_..-postu_rmg in the wake of the N A
. Supreme Court’s verdicton | .5
“.the Presidential reference = g8

" 1n Haryana s favour, the

| state executive committee
~of the INLD today also

passed a ‘censure motion’
_against the BJP and the

> Congress for thelr mle on

___the SYL issue.

“The BJP1s1n power at the

"Centre and in Haryana and

1s a coalition partner in the

Punjab Government. Pun-

3

_]ab CM Parkash Singh
Badal announced from the

dals in the presence of two
semor BJP leaders that he

would not give a drop of

“water to Haryana but nei-
ther of them reacted Con-
gress leaders from PunJab
- have given remgnetwns

from the State Assembly on

thls issue while thelr coun-
terparts in Haryana were

“speaking in a different

3 ' .
-Covering L., YIS

nstruct
w111
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‘matum on the Centre either [l =t 2t

Leader of the ODDOSIUOH Abhay Srngh Chautala gwes de’ralls of decnsmns taken dun ng the
INLD S state executwe committee meetmg in Chandlga rh on Monday. THIBUNE PHOTO

tone,” said Abhay smgh
Chautala, Leader of the

Opposmon in the State
,Ass embly, after the meetmg

Chautala alleged that both
the BJP and the Congress

had a dual character and
‘while their leaders spoke 1in

different tones in the two

states, the central leadership -

of .both parties maintained a
tacit silence on the issue. .
"The INLD leader said
Chief Minister Man ohar Lal
Khattar was trying o take
undue credit for the SC ver-
dict by claiming that it was

!

_beeaﬁSe of sti'oiig pleading

by his government.
“Perhaps he 1s not aware

" that the verdict had already
- come in 2004 when Om

Prakash Chautala was in

power. It was a decision on

the Presidential reference

- to the Punjab Termination

Singh said.

of Agreement Act, 2004,
that has come now,” Abhay

He also ' castigated
Finance Minister Abhi-
manyu, who is also co-in

charge of the BJP’s cam-

paign committee in Punj ab,

b Y

for not takmg a pro-

. Haryana stand.

He said the INLD would
seek President Pranab

‘Mukherjee’s intervention
~ on thisissue since the party
~did not have any faithin the

BJP governments at the

Centre and ih Haryana.

“Our MLAs and MPs will

.meet the President soon

and request him to ask the

government for construc-
“tion of canal since the SC’s

verdict has already come in
our favour, ” said the senior

INLD leader.
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Exp'“erts divided

oVver exe cutlon
of SC Verdlct

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 13
t'It took around 12 years for
the Presidential reference
“on the SYL canal case fo be
3 * decided by the  Supreme
' Court, but uncertainty over
1mplﬁmentat10n of the ver-
- dict continues, as experts
.-are divided over the feasi-
: b1]1ty of its execution. -
- Those supporting the ver-
k dict are of the opinion that

_ construct the remaining part

of the canal on the Punjab
“side, while others say that
_change in circumstances in

- .the past five to six decades

3

Covering L., YIS

~Hiave ‘posed hurdles ‘in ‘the

¥nforcement of the verdict.

-~ “The Supreme Court ver-
dict is the opimion on ques-
tion of law. The advisory opin-

- ion is also a declaration of law.

- In the SYL case, the declara-
tion of the Jaw is that the Pun-

- jab ‘Termination -of Agree-

- ment Act, 2004, is not valid.
. There is no option for the
'President to accept or not to

Faccept His job is over,” senior

[ advocate Govind Goel said.

Holding a contrary view,

' senior advocate RS Suri,

' who represented Punjab,

" said the state could not be

left *remedy-less” in the
 water pact, as there was a
‘deficiency in quantity which
-used to be there when the
SYL canal pact was signed.
Senior advocate and Rajya

‘Sabha member KTS Tulsi -

said, “The problem is that if
you force the agreement, the
entire Punjab will turninto a
desert. Almost 113 out of 140

~—tehsils are water-stressed.

Most of them are dependent
on groundwater” -

He added the verdict: of
the five-judge, bﬁﬂ._; =

auaﬂable!!

.....

56 The Haryana :.

-Governmentcan -
legitimately start .
~andenforcethe . .
~implementation of law
-for construction ofthe.
,.:c:anal in Punjab. It can

" ‘also request the Centre
-tointervene ifthereis
any resistance by Punjab
_-which will be wolatwe of

thereisnoother optionbutto the Iaw.!!

ﬁovlnd Goel SEHIDH Anvumz

ﬁThe most lmpertant
 thing for Punjabisthe

~eonstitution of a tribu nal

. tosettle the dispute. .
_Punjab cannot be Ieft
;remedy-less asall” ,;
.-agreements onwater ..
_sharing are of 1940s and

-1960s and already there
-is 20 per cent less water

RS Sun sannn ADVOCATE

not binding cin the Centre,
as it was delivered under
radvlsory jurisdiction. .
Another lawyer, = who
appeared for one of fhe
states and did not wish to be
named, endorsed Goel's
view and said, “The Centre,

which has the executive

power, can intervene and
complete pending works.”
“Goel termed as “political”

the stand of the Badal gov-

ernment that the SC verdict
was merely an opinion. If
Punjab did not act as per the
judgment, the Centre had the
option to impose Article 356,
Goel said. Suri, however,

“alleged there was no “proper

adjudication” in the matter
and suggested a water tribu-

| nal could be the only solution
.to.;thﬁdis;:ute. o PTL: i d

'r'ﬂ"ﬂﬂ‘.,a"._ L
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Batﬂe Over riverwaters dr:

ou rtsl Govt has pald ?7 crore to Iawyers th S year so far

Pun.]ab is not.only engaged
+in+:a. legal battle against -
gﬁﬁ\m’e@ Haryana. Rajasthan is also
g Cowrt and also the:Union

‘Government, - - Ce
~ there will be another bout of

: .:. 0 .j‘.‘j.,‘.: 1

ﬁghtmg ‘certain - cases

r* 1 I-\-

.........
: ~-._.,_-;,.-,,~, n T s R
o R A Tt e X SR A ok

- Though the .

i "if : "agamst it on the issue.; ... _
i B Supreme-

fgue cases in various courts, , - There is ateam of at least _swho arliertisedtocharge.
erappearance. b this case, appealmgtothe SC

emationally but also finan-." £ 15 lakh per appe Tanges

ﬁghtmg numerous legal 25 lakh. Another advecate IS
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|'l'l ] o '-.
; H et 1 ¥
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pend a lot of money {0 pura appearance, it leamt

" Official“sources said- the""

state government paid about - e§ pertaining  the riverwa-

cially. Since -the state is . recently raised his.fee to Rs

R R e T Tl L 0 "
S : ¥ @
. T ¢1'-. . Ll oA 5—7‘." ‘:1:: _;1_--";::+.:::“,~ it ::."’. o CH
eight advocatesto ight cas- - “*¥15 |akh perappearange; -
':. : "1-5.:'.:."_;:;: ; - ‘TJI-"I "-E;.':,I .: 1 :".: ':: o S 5

Ceurt has announced itsver-

¥ "13 o

L --f-__.f.;___the issue is far from over.
iosate 2 ‘The -Punjab - Government
‘aharsa.  can file a review petition in

to re.,exanune the lssue A'S

St , ad—lﬂt on the Presidential Ref-
,e-. .-erence,-litigation related to
. tionstothe Centre to consti-

Rs 7 crore as fee to advocates
engaged in fighting its legal
battle in the Supreme Court - : . R
"Supreme Court and two'l
. hlgh courts, 11; 1s learnt —g

and a high court i in the cur-
rent fiscal so far | S

Y LRI

ters. As of now“there are six

‘Important - cases. pendmg.-_..-- B s i

‘the SC -ve;t{dict 1s said tobe an

i o Gr  for the President, for getting': -

: =k s j— .:. :-i Lh*” '.t

o100 e YRS u sabiam, ;- advisory-opinion under Arti-
for adjudication in the;-.-:- | i ':i' Y igmill-  cle 143 of the Constitution -

_Ethls 0p1nmn lega]ly execut-.

1' . __ll_m#._.___u-&—'

The Times of India (A)

ed, the Haryana Govern-
ment may have {0 re-
approach the Supreme

- litigation on thisissue.
Among the pending cases

include a prayer for direc-

tute an appropriate tribunal

“under Section 4 (1) of the
- Inter-State Water Disputes
Act, 1956; a petition in the

Delhi High Court for setting
aside the constitution of the

. Joradi  Tribunal; a. special

leave petition agamst the
Ragasthan High Court’s

Certainly,

decision to hand. over the
control of head works of

Harike,.. Ropar and . Fer-

“ozepur to the BBMB.
‘There 1s also a case about .
the '
pending in  the Supreme
Court. Punjab has sought |,
dismantling of this canal |
- arguing that it blocks the nat-

ural flow of rainwater, Anoth-

er case is In the Supreme

Court filed by the state chal-

- Hansi-Butana canal

lenging the Sections 78 and

tion Act, Then there are cases
about Shahpur Kandiproject
and certain other issues
related to riverwaters.

L e a e oF ol - b b — =t

79 of the Punjab Reorganisa- |

T |
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SYL rOW: Punja ab c1tes depleted
water levels for its stand "2

- ranjeet singh jamwal

 CHANDIGARH, 12 NOV: Even.as an all out

political war has broken out in poll-Bound
Punjab over the issue of Satluj Yamuna Link

(SYL) canal, the Parkash Singh Badal govern-
ment blames depleting ground water level

~erally terminate watet-sharing agreements

- with neighbouring Haryana, thus paving the
- way for sharing of 3.5 million acre feet (MAF)
- water from Ravi and Beas rivers through the .

. 212 kilometre long SYL canal. However, the appoint a Tribunal to see if there is enough

; Badal-led Shiromani Akali Dal-Bharatlya.

f

3

Covering L., YIS

- Janata Party (SAD-BJP) government and

' Opposition parties, including the Congress
- and Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), maintain Punjab

~lacks “spare water” to share with Haryana
? Senior officials in agriculture as well as irri-
-gation department told The Statesman that-
Punjab is facing shortage of irrigation water
-and if the state is forced to share water with
'Haryana, nearly seven lakh hectares of land
and five lakh farmers will be severely affected.
A senior agriculture department official
said Punjab requires 50 MAF water for its 42
lakh hectare agricultural land. “Of this, 12 to

13 MAF water comes from fivers, 12 to 13
MAF watet comes from groundwater and we

get 20 to 22 MAF water from rains. So already
~we havé a gap Bﬁtweem the water available
~and that requued for: agriculture. So if we
“(Punjab) share 3.5 MAF river water with
Haryana, how will we fill the gap?” said the
- official. State agriculture’ minister Tota Singh
 said it will be devastanng for farmers in south-
- west Punjab if the state is forced to share ltS

na—;-

‘with Haryana. Nearly six lakh farmers will be
 affected. We can't let it happen,” he told The
| -Statesman DR

The minister said the Centre should

water available in Punjab for sharing it with
other states. “Ground water is already going -
down, then these days we have lesser rains, so
anyway .there is less water in rivers,” Singh
said. “Our agricultural land will turn dry if we

'share water with Haryana,” said the irrigation

minister, Sharanjit Singh Dhillon.The direc-
tor, agriculture, Jasbir Singh Bains said scarci-

ty of irrigation water has force them to

encourage farmers to use drip or sprinkler
irrigation so that they can do with less water.

“Farmers have also been encouraged to use
- short duration varieties paddy which require

less. walter, ” he said.
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Punjab to sci'ap all Wer-

statesman news service

CHANDIGARH, 12 NOV: With
the Supreme Court (SC) ruling

in favour of Haryana on the

contentious Satluj-Yamuna Link
(5YL) canal months before
Punjab Assembly polls; the rul-
ing Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
is trying to put the opposition
on the back foot by bringing in
a legislation to scrap all water
sharing pacts during the special
session of the state Assembly to
be convened on 16 November
to discuss SYL issue.

P Uﬂlab chief minister Mr W %

Pranab Mukherjee to request
him not to accept the SC verdict

about water distribution ﬂnd,
- construction of SYL canal, -~
In the letter written to.the . %
President, Mr Badal said that - e,

the  Punjab -government
respectsnthe court and the

Constitution. In the letter, it is -
-is lifeline of everybody and

noted that Punjab has constitu-

tional and legitimate right on its
| * . 80 barren without water and.
industry will also be affected.

waters.
The chief minister said water

Parkash™ Singh Badal -has also
sought time from President Mr.

- neighbouring

Punjab’s agricultural land will

. e .i',p.."\-_“a-h‘ r

. . 1
=1 s s el s mhELL L . t...l_uh__ - A g s 1 L

fithanlee. S Agreements Act of 2004. The
b S - GAT) |ed Parkash Singh Badal
government is now exploring
o introduce similar legislation
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The SC had on Thursday
“ruled that Punjab reneged on
. its promise to share the waters
of rivers Ravi and Beas with
states
Haryana by unilaterally enact-
ing the controversial Punjab
Termination of Water

to deny Haryana's claim its
share of river water as per the
older agreements reached
betweim the two states when

like

ﬂv‘rf

harmg

Haryana was carved out of
Punjab in 1966. |
“We are exploring options to
bring a bill in the special ses-
sion of the state assembly on 16
November to scrap all unconsti-
tutional decisions on inter-state
water sharing pacts,” SAD
spokesman Mr Prem‘ Singh
Chandumajra said on Saturday.
The SAD has also decided to
bring an adjournment motion
in the coming session of

Parliament to, seek debate on -

whether the judiciary was. big-
ger than the Constitution or

- ; r
pacts

SAD is exammmg the option
through the Bill to stop the cur-

~rent flow of water to Haryana

and Rajasthan, he said. Mr
Chandumarja further said that
SAD would also raise the river
water issue in the Parliament.
“We will bring an adjourn-
ment motion in the Parliament

“and seek debate on whether the

Constitution is above judiciary
or judiciary 1S - above
Constitution,” he said adding
the party wanted to settle this
matter “once and for all”.
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Khattar govt to press for
execution of SC's order for

ompletlon of SYL canal’

s -,sald that SC had just gwﬁts
"' advice and President may accept _

| press tmst of mdla

CHANDIGARH 12 NOV With
the Supreme Court. ruling in
- favour of Haryana in the water
sharing dispute, the Khattar
government will now press for
the execution of the apex court

order passed in 2002 and 2004
for the completion of SYL canal.

“We will now press for the
execution of decree passed by

. the SC in favour of Haryana in
- 2002 and 2004 whereby the SYL

. canal be constructed,” Haryana

~cution
pending with the Supreme -
“Court, adding it was expected

advocate general Mr Baldev Raj

Mahajan said today.

On Thursday, the Supreme
Court held as “unconstitution-

“al” the Punjab Termination of

Agreements Act, 2004, passed
by Punjab government to termi-
nate the Sutlej-Yamuna Link

Haryana AG said that the exe-
petition was already

to be llsted within 2 month.
‘When asked whether the SC

ruling was an opinion, not

binding in nature, Mr Mahajan

said the apex court has declared

Punjab's legislation as “invalid

- and unconstitutional”.
, “president had asked for the
“opinion of SC whether the Act.
" was valid or not. Now it is irrel-
~evant whether President gives-

his assent or not when the 5C

has said that the Act was

invalid,” said Haryana AG.

Yesterday, Punjab advocate

general Mr Ashok Aggarwal had

18

it or may not accept it. .

When asked that Pun]a’b wa,s |

exploring options to bring a
new Bill to scrap all water shar-

ing pacts, Mr Mahajan opined
that the SC had declared thatno

state could pass such an Act. -
 “f another law is brought (by
Punjab) then it-will be not more
than a “dikhawa” (show off),”
he said.
Mr Mahajan asserted that any

‘act passed by the Centre or state
could be exammed by the apex

court to check its legality.

The Supreme Court had in its

verdict in year 2002 and 2004

" had ordered the completion of
SYL canal for sharing of Ravi

Beas water.

The apex court had flI'St
decreed the suit of Haryana in
~ 2002 asking Punjab to honour

jts commitments with regard to

water sharing in the case.
Punjab challenged the verdict
by filing an original suit which
was re]ected in 2004 by the
Supreme Court which asked the
Centre to take over the remain-

ing infrastructural work of the

SYL canal project.
But in 2004, the Congress

government in Punjab led by

the then chief minister Mr

Amarinder Singh had enacted a-
'~ law to annual the water sharing

pacts with ne1ghbour1ng states.

Thereafter, =~ the  then
President Mr A P.J Abdul Kalam
referred to SC for an advisory
opinion on the issue relatmg 1o
the Pun]ab s Act
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MLAS RESIGN FROM THE
ASSEMBLY. BADAL GOVT
ASKS THE PRESIDENT TO
IGNORE SC'S STANCE ON

become a major issue with the
opposition Congress turningthe
heat on the Badal government
ahead of next year S assembly
polls.

On Frlday, all 42 Congress
legislators resigned from the
assembly, a day after the party’s

CHANDIGARH: The Punjab govern-
ment is likely to bring a new hill
on the inter-state water dispute
in a move that coudd complicate
the legal tussle with Haryana
over sharing of water from the
Beas and Sutlej rivers, official
sotirces said on Friday.

The SAD-BJP government led
by Parkash Singh Badal asked
President Pranab Mukherijee
to ignore the Supreme Court’s
terming as “unconstitutional”
a 2004 state law that scrapped
all water-sharing arrange-

ments between Punjab and state president Amarinder Singh
its neighbouring sfates, quitas a Lok Sabha MP to protest
including Haryana. the court ruling.

" The dispute is likely to | Singh’s government had

3
Covering L., YIS
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ments Act to stop work on
the 212-km-long Sutlej-Yamuna
Link (SYL) canal. Hazr_vana
which is banking on the canal
to bring water from the rivers to
the state’s “dry and arid areas”,
had moved the top court OpPPOS-
mg the law,

Punjab government sources
said the fresh bill was likely to
be introduced at a special session
of the assembly, convened on
November 16 to discuss the verdict.

' %m&: "

~ Punjab readies b
" water bill,

Haryana sto S/
y P Q;\

bus service

The Badal government has
vowed not to “allow a single
drop of water” to be taken from
Punjab. +

Sources said the government
ha’s’ tasked advocate general
Ashok Aggarwal and other top
legal eagles to put in place alegal

- strategy to hit-back politically
and stay ahead of the Congress,
which has blamed the ruling
alliance of failing to protect
Punjab’s interest in court.

“The Supreme Court’s judi-
clal reference is nota binding on
President who may accept, reject
or send (it) back to Supreme
Court for fresh opinion. Punjab
government has set up a team
of lawyers, including me, to

- examine the advisory We will

. beable to give our viewpoint by

;  Saturday,” Aggarwal said.

l Government sources say at

~ the heart of the move to bring

a fresh bill is to go beyond the

2004 law.

“The Constitution clearly
forbids the Centre from arro-
gating to itself the right to
adjudicate on distribution of
river waters among states.
Grave injustice has been done
. to Punjab by the Centre, violat-
. Ing this Constitutional clause,”

T akt

o =T LT

TR W W e e v e

W
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The stateis not above the Consfij -h‘n
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' '_ CONCLUDE WH‘H a remmder:to theSate of Punjab that 'Great o
fstateshavea tempersupemrtuﬂrat of privitTitigants, anditis tohe o
' hoped thatenough hasbeen deécided for patnonsm the ﬁatemrw of '_
: Y . ¥ 7 the Umen, and mutual tonsrderatlon tobrmg[ﬂle matter] toanend’“ =
- Those werds from the Supreme Ceurt in 2004 as it ordered Punjab to build theSutlej
Yamuna Lmk cana] went unheeded. Instead Punjab passed a law to nullify the 1981 o
agreement, forcing the Court once again to rerrnnd the stateaf»the Constitution. Giving
‘itsopinionina presidential reference on the le_]ab Terrmnaﬁon of Water Sharing
Agreements with States 2004, the court said: The Punjab Act is “contrary to the .
Constitution oflndra ,and Punjab is not free from its obligation to upho]d the 2002 and -
. 2004 Supreme Court orders that the SYL canal must be built, L o
- - Back in 2004, the court had rernlnded the Punjab government that 1t is "the 4
Constrtutronal duty of those whowield powerinthe States to create the appmpnate po- '
litical climate to ensure arespectfor the conshttmonal processes and not set such processes
at naughtonly to gain political mileage.” It is unformﬂate that exacﬂy the opposite is hap-
pemng The Punjab government is once again pre;::anng ‘brazenly toignore the court. The
prmcrpa] opposmonparty the Congress, is as defiant. ThlS of course, is not the only such
instance. Three months ago, political pEII‘llES in Karnataka ralhed molently agamst the o
murt's order for the release of Cauverywaters teTami] Nadu. Instead of seeing it asana-
tmnal resource that needs to be shared, pohtlcal parhes wew water as an mstrument |
o wrth whrch to arouse chauvrmst sentlments useful for papering over other serious fail-
- ures InPunjab, with elections just months away, | itwillnowbea raceto the bottom to de— .
| -temune who can be the most selfish and most narrowly provincial. L
* Pakistanand India did abetter job of resolving their water dispute than states wrthm )
lndra have done. India was able to secure the unrestricted use of the Ravi, Sutlejand Beas
- in the Indus Waters Treaty only by making the case that these’ waters were essentlal for
the irrigation of arid regions of undivided eastern Punjab, mcludmg territory thatisnow
Haryana and Rajasthan. In one of its orders on the Cauvery row, the SChad said that when
astatetakes unilateral stepsinits favourina drspute with another states, “It]he action fore-
bodes evil consequences to the federal structure. it will lead tothe breakdown of thecon-
stitutional mechanism and affect the unity and integrity of the nation”. Punjab’s pohtr—
ca] parties must kee;) thisin mmd Punjab is not above the Constitution. -

On SYL 1ssue Puryab’s pohtrcal parhes mugt keP_ ﬂ'llS m mmd
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At least two people were killed as '
a powerful 78-magnitude o

earthquake and 2 series of
~frershocks caused “utter devas-
tation” in New 7ealand, with wild
weather hampering rescue - -
efforts. S
The tremor, one of the most IR e e S L e T
powerful ever recorded in the Y b R R e A e +w«m:m LT e
o . : T i ki e T U A R B RO
quake—proneSouthPaclﬁcnatlon. TR A I R s s
'triggere'datsunami alert that
sent thousands of coastal resl-
dents fleeing for higher ground P
2cross much of the country. P T AR O
The South Isiand seaside tourist Bt g S B e, T e
town of Kaikoura, nearwhichthe  BECcctems — e AR B
quakehit,wascomp1etely S e R e B SR |
isolated, with telecommunica- . T %y =
tions down and huge landslides e O |
cuttingallaccessroads. |

Civil defence minister Gerry
Rrownlee said rescuers had to
rravel in by helicopter ta slowly
assess the damage.

The quake was gnusualinthata.
bigeventonone fault may have

immediately triggered a big
event on a second fault, experts

said on Monday.

New Zealand's GN5 Science S
agency principal scientist Kelvin -~ R | - - B
Rarrowman told RadioNew » (Top) A freight train trapped by @ tandstide following 2

n .
Zealand: "It seems likethe - earthquake in the area north of Kaikoura on Monday. (Middle)

earthquake was more fike two Residents look at a damaged road in Blenheim. (Bottom)
earthquakes, but very closely woman and her child sitin tront of a damaged house near
spaced intime. AGENCIES  Kaikoura. o | AFP/AP/REUTERS
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~ staring at 81 per cent deficit - * ISR RIS ki o s
" rainfall during the northeast - EESEECHIEIEI SR G 5
monsoon in the -Cauvery ‘ Eiiiiel iGN e
catchment areas, the govern- - 5% G
ment is likely to inform the . BN LR
" Supreme -Court -that it can- : . ESEHCE S, ek
_ not continue to release 2,000 . - @ R T T
cusecs of water a day to - KNSR RS
TamilNadu.. - = P laE,
Sources in the State Sec- e
retariat told The Hindu that i
the Water Resources De- a¥B i aliaas cnimizam
partment had -already held 29 S dmesfl i oy
discussions ‘with the legal 2Bl il AR e i K e

The catchment area between Krishnaraja Sagar damand - ~ . -

“team in New Delhi, and sug-  The catchment area between
 Biligundiu .receive_d only 37 mm against the normal 188 mm.

“gested the need tofile & pet-
ition in the apex court, €x-
‘pressing the State’s inability -
‘to release 2,000 cusecs of

wul

particularly . ‘Bengaluru, -
would face severe dr i_[]ki_ng

catchment area had received
36 mm of rain as against the

3

" water a day to Tamil Nadu
following the “almost total

failure” of the northeast
! monsoon. -

" With depletion of water

‘levels in four reservoirs,

residents of urban centres,

-Covering L., YIS

~'to Tamil Nadu. -

water shortage in summer if -
~ the State continued to re-

lease 2,000 cusecs of water

Sources in the Karnataka

 Natural Disaster Monitor-
. ing Centre s_aid th_e Cauvery

..o
. ok
oy

L

-

normal 192 mm, from Octo-
ber 1 to November 1l. The
catchment area between the
“Krishnaraja Sagar dam and
Biligundlu had received 37
mm against the normal 188

_‘ [ ]
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m December itself.
¥ ' “Implementation of the -

SYL verdict will severely hit
farmers and farm labourers.

NEW nfﬁ_ll: In no mood to relent
on the emotive water-sharing
issue over the Sutlej-Yamuna
Link (SYL) canal, the Con-
gress on Sunday held arally at
the Khuian Sarwar village
near Abohar, the tail-end of
the canalin Punjab. , .
Attacking the ruling Akali
governinent, Punjab Con-.
gress president Capt. Am-
arinder Singh dared Akali
MLAs to quit the Assembly
and face the Congress in the
Assembly elections, which,
\he said, should be conducted
\ o :

3
Covering L., YI5

——
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“Set up new tn'bunal’

He relteratecl his demand’ perately fo protect his in-

%lﬂi

Akalis had 10 years to resolve
the issue and battle the case
in court effectively but they

failed to do anything,” he sald |

addressing the rally.
Capt. Singh alleged that the

.ru]mg party was -only inter-
-ested in the creation of Punj-
abi Suba to rule a Sikh-dom--

inated

nges ~

region for - thelr
| _“vested mtereets

for the estabhshment of a
new. tribunal to assess the
quantum of water availability
with Punjab, saying it was es-
sential to take further steps
on sharing of river water.

The Punjab Congress
president said Aam Aadmi

Party (AAP) leader Arvind

 Kejriwal failed to clarify, even -
. -three
*dict; whether he stood with

-Punjab on the i1ssue or not.
‘-“‘Hls fMr. Kejriwal’s] silence

days after the SYL ver-

is deliberate as he has his eyes

" on the chiefministership of '
Punjab while also trying des-

terests in Delhi and Haryana,”

he said.

Expressing concern over
the plight of farmers, many of
whom had eommitted suicide

*. _ out of frustration over their
" failure to meet the aspirations
. of their families, Capt. Singh

said the Parkash Singh Badal-
led government had plunged
the farming community ihto
crisis by adopting “anti-

. farmer policies.”

Capt. Singh also came
down heavily on the Central

-government, lambasting it for

“pushing” the common peo-
ple on the verge of disaster as

?'ahs on SYL 1ssue \éﬂ \

a result ef its “ill-planned” de-
monetisation, which, he said,
had left thousands of people,
mainly the poor and daily
wage workers, -suffering,
while the real culprits of cor-
ruption were wamed in ad-
vance to let them go scot-
free.Lashing out at Mr. Badal,
senior Congress leader Sunil
Jakhar said: “The State gov-

-ernment allowed the SYL

case to go virtually unfought
in the court. The entire SYL

issue was a premeditated at-
tempt by the Akalis to divert
public attention ahead of the

Assembly elections.” /
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’ ; Setup anewmbunalforthe d1v1310n )
| :-f e ’5f the Rav1-Beas water B /

he tensmns Wthh char- ourl-ake
B actense inter-state; TVEX g e i,

Water dlsputes mlnéha e
. . arenever far,ﬁ'om the surface. ThlSlgclear from
: :the sequence of:events follomnga-,'- 1ing by the

Lo dB. Supreme Court agamstthePunJab Tezmmatlon
Agreements Act, 2004 in which Pm.uab haa umlatera]ly .'
o annu]led a]lwater—sharmg agreements with the neighbouring
ji/. _states The %ferdlct has resurrectetl a tangle that has deﬁed o
i if"-po]lttcai and lega_’l solutions since 1966 when Haryana was
~ carved out ofPunJ ab. It has opened the sluice gates of p011t1cal
o ene-upmanshtp in Punjab with the ru]mg Partles and 0pp051—

~ tion hlt'tmg the protest button. T -
-+ .. The SCruling is a body blow to Punj ab’s stand ca]]mg all o
il . previous water-sharing treaties discriminatory totheagrar- -
ian state. The court has invalidated the Termination Act,
~~ which now affects the SC judgments 0f2002 and 2004, directing
i bothPunjabandthe Centreto complete the long-aborted Sutlej
-Yamuna Link (SYL) canal to carry Haryana s share of the
Ravi-Beas water from Punjab In accordance w1th the 1981
--'-r._.'water-sharmg agreement The development has set the stage e
l' ~ fora constttuhonal showdown as the SAD-BJP government -
- hasstruck a defiant posture against the SC ruling. With his
| trademark ‘not-a -drop-to—spare be]hcomty Punj ab ehlef min-
|l ister Parkash Singh Badal has sworn that not even one brick
- would be laid at the SYL canal site. It’s hard not tosee the new
51tuat10n through the prism of the past when this issue had led |
- tooutbreaks of religious extremism by way of protest. Punjab l‘
i could well be staring ata constitutional flashpoint astheruling
¢ overna L vis. |1 alliance, hell bent upon blocking the adverse SCfiat, has called
- an emergency..assembly session on November 16 to pass |
‘another Act toscrap, again, all water-sharmg freaties. Pushing |
- the envelope, it may even biock the current flow of Punjab
| watersto Haryana, Rajasthan and Delhi. Faced with the severe
antt-mcumbency of two-terms, the Akahs seethe SYL row as
b -vehlcle torevivetheirsaggingfortunes. '
" Nottobeoutdoneinthe raceto pmject 1tself as the true cus-
todian of Punjab srights, Punjab Congress pre51dent Amarin-
o .der Singh resigned from the .ok Sabha as Amritsar MPasdid -
| all42Congress MLAs from the assembly. This competitive bel-
| ligerencehas pushed the Modi government into a corner asthe
~ BJPisinpower inboth Punjab and Haryana, It's time for the
Centre chart a new course centred on Punjab’sdemandfora |
| fresh tribunal f for division of the river waters For that, it’s
N F '_ nnperatlve that aJl stakeholders stop muddmg the waters E
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. KenBefwa - river-interlink-
ing project, which will partly -
t submerge the Panna t;gerfre-f
serve, may be delayed aftera

+ key Environment - ‘Ministry -

T fﬁ Betwa pr()] ect hangs C

NEWDEJETheRs 9000-crure LAY

vbody tasked-with giving it -

forest clearance has deferred ..

At at least until January, two
| people familiar with Ihe
| process told The Hindu,

Advisory Committee’s clear-
ance is required for this di—
version of forest land. .

i. wildlife sanctuaries. or no- -

+ separate wildlife, forest and
{ environment - clearances.: .
“There was a only a 20-min-.
ute presentation by the pro-
ject proponents, which is too:
little to deliberate ona such a

Loyl

familiar with the cleara_nce'
{ process. ‘A site visit is re-
quired and it should take an-

3
Covering L, YIS

1 D6pendmg on Whether a .'
{ project takes over Land in. .

tified forest land, it requires

1 The pm]ectlmllsubmerge T
6,221 hectares of land— 4,141 - EetalCarTEs

1 hectaresofitis coreforestin- : Jlosete

| side the reserve. The Forest .03

mm I.HL The Betwa in Madhya Pradesh — FILE PHDTG MBNICA TIWARI

{;ther month at least G

aseries of barrages and dams

‘connecting the Ken and the
- Betwatoirrigate 3,5 1akh hec-
tares in Madhya Pradesh and
14,000 hectares . in the
. ‘Bundelkhand reglon of Uttar -
. Pradesh. . m
large project,” said a person. - -
| =-T1ger reserve to be h1t

- The key componeénts are
the Makodia and the Dhaud-

- The main feature -of the
- project is a 230-km canal and

I S iy e il W p— - .
gl TR
[

-han dams the latter expec- '
ted to be 77 metres high,

which will submerge 5,803
hectares of tiger habltat in

‘the tiger reserve. -
. Chhatarpur, - . - Panna,-
‘Tikamgarh, *Raisén, and Vid-

-isha districts of Madhya Pra-
-desh and Mahoba, Jhansiand .
- Banda districts of Uttar Pra-

desh will benefit from irriga-
tion, domestic and industrial

water supply and power gen-

eration, says a project report
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of the Water Minis

other hand, 6,388 people will
~be affected as water from the
-Daudhan reservoir will sub-
- merge 10 villages and 13,499
-1n 28 villages will be affected

- by submergence caused by !

- the Makodia reservoir.
Seventeen. lakh residents

- of nearby towns and villages

'3'in“both States will benefit

- from improved drinking wa-

ter supply and irrigation, the
report added.
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over water inPunjabisgenerally = bie . eoocs oo 4

viewed from the Akali-Congress

- perspective. But the catchis in

its legal nuances-—and the Aam

Aadmi Party’s bid for equity in

the emerging emotive space.
“As AAP has no baggage from

~ history in the state,.it can draw

cal advantage from the

no politi

issue inherited from history,”

argued Chandigarh-based politi-
cal scientist Pramod Kumar. In

- contrast, the twotraditional rivals

have enough arrows to draw from
history’s quiver; the water-shar-
ing dispute between Punjab and

Haryana having festered sincethe

reorganisation of states in 1966.

To identify with the popular rage
water-sharing arouses in the agrar-
ian state, the Congress has taken
the path of renunciation and the

Akalisot defiance. Capt Amarinder

Singh resigned from the Amristar
seat he had in the Lok Sabha while

his party legislators quit the state

assembly The Akalis under chief

Section, CWC

. " Blitz
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| on the Centre. “Wasnt it the

‘Centre that made the reference
to the court?” he asked.
~Theconstitutional position, as .

-exp]amed by senior advocate KN-

SRS DBhat, is as follows: The court’s

=To iﬂentify with the popular rage water-sharing arouses in the
agrarian state, the Congress has taken the path of renunmatmn

and the Akahs of defiance.

minister PS Badal refused to accept
the view the Supreme Court ten-

dered in response to the 2004 presi-
dential reference.” |

Amarinder and Badal cancel
each other out in terms of politi-
cal dividend: the law declared
unconstitutional was passed
when Amarinder was CM; Badal
refuses fo accept the court’s view
on the law bequeathed by his
predecessor and political rival.

Struggling for stakes in the
ongoing tussle, AAP has chosen

‘to replicate the Akali protests

of yore at Kapoori in Patiala.

The venue is significant. It was
there that Indira Gandhi inau-

HT FILE PHOTO

gurated the construction of the

SYL canal in 1982, triggering
the Akalis’ “Kapoori Morcha”
against the canal that’s still
incomplete, -

- There’s intense speculation

that the Akali defiance of the
-~ court may push it to President’s

Rule. But a central minister told

me the CM’s refuisal toacceptthe
court’s advice to the President

under Article 143 does not
amount to its contempt.

-~ To that, the Congress’s Kapil
Sibal averred: Badal might adopt

a political stance, but the court's

view holding the Punjab law
“Unconstitutional” is binding

reply to a presidential reference

- isn't binding the way 1ts judg-

ments are. Theoretically, that’s
the position. “In practice, it gets
the primacy it deserves asa view
expressed by the highest court,”
he said.

The remedy available to
Haryana in the face of Punjab’s
intransigence was to have the
dispute — to which states like
Rajasthan and Delhi are also a

party — referred to a tribunal

set up under Article 262 of the
Constitution. The said article
mandates that inter-state water
disputes cannot be settled by
courts and have to be referred
to tribunals.

There’s scope therefﬂre to fur-
ther delay the protracted dispute
to which there can be no easy

resolutions in election time.

Like it took the court 12 years

to respond to the reference made

in 2004 — after Punjab unilater-
ally blocked SYL constructmn |
and scrapped water agreeme nts

| fw1th other states.

- {vinodsharma@hindustantimes. com)
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