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TALES OF THE OLD MAN

hey say there is only one maleriver
(rivers are considered female in
India) and that is born in the
Tibetan highlands. Of course, the
name itself identifies it as the son
of Lord Brahma ~ the creator of the
universe according to Hindu
mythology. Brahma's son (putra in
Hindi) is known as Brahmaputra,
the sacred river that emerges asa
unique identity for the people of
Assam.

Even though the Brahmaputra
is an international river connect-
ing Tibet (now under China), India
and Bangladesh, it is omnipresent
in the great Assamese literary-
cultural pieces. Often the mighty
river is called Luit in Assameselit-
erature and Assam'’s greatest son
of recent times, Bhupen Hazarika,
described it as Burha (literary
meaning old) Luit also.

Many of Hazarika’s immortal
creations arerelated tothe Brahma-
putra (pronounced in Assamese as
Brohmoputro). In different songs,
the legendary singer terms the
river as a symbol of greatness,
harmony and assimilation. At
times, the celebrated music com-
poser also questioned, “Why does
it flow in spite of the endless suf-
ferings of dwellers in both of its
banks?”

The powerful river originates
from the Jima Yangzong glacier in
Tibet (at an elevation of about
5,150 metres), flows across south-
ern Tibet and enters Arunachal
Pradesh. It then flows south-west
through the Assam valley to pen-
etrate into Bangladesh. Finally,
the gigantic river culminates in the
Bay of Bengal after merging with
the Padma and Meghna rivers.

Identified as one of the major
rivers of Asia (the world’s fourth
largest), the Brahmaputra is known
as Tsangpo in Tibet (Yarlung Zang-
bo in Chinese), Siangor Dihang in
Arunachal and Jomuna (not Yamu-
na of north India) in northern
Bangladesh. It covers neardy 2,900
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km and embraces a basin area of
around 6, 51,300 square km. Theriver;
occasionally adored as a sea, dis-
charges an average of 19,300 cubic
metre volume of water per second.

Often called Tsangpo-Brahma-
putra, it is perhaps the only river
inthe world that isregarded as holy
in four religions (Hinduism, Bud-
dhism, Jainism and Bon). But the
river with an average width of
three km (maximum 10 km) in the
plains and a depth of 40m (maxi-
mum 120m) is prone to catastrophic
flooding when the Himalayan snow
melts every summer and monsoon
rains sweep the valleys.

It has a number of tributaries

d

— namely Raka Tsangpo, Kyi, *

Gyamda, Nyang Chu, Jiadhal, Sub-
ansiri, Siang, Dibang, Kameng (or
Jia Bhoroli), Aie, Dikhow, Dhansiri,
Kopili, Digaru, Puthimari, Paglad-
iya, Dudhnali, Saralbhanga, Manas,
Sankosh, Tista, Raidak, Torsa,
Jaldhaka et al —which help it swell
in the rainy season and inundate
the valleys. Unlike other parts of
India, where four distinct seasons
(summer, monsoon, autumn and

winter) are observed, the Brahma-
putra valley enjoys six ritus (sea-
sons) namely grisma (suminer),
barsha (rainy or monsoon), sarat
(autumn), hemanta (pre-winter), seet
(winter) and basarnta (spring).

In eastern Assam, the majestic
river divides into two channels
(thenorthern one isnamed Kherku-
tia and southern one, Brahmapu-
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tra) and later joins again, around
100 km downstream, to form the
unique Majuli Island. It must be
mentioned that Majuli is recognised
asthelargest human inhabited fresh-
water island in the world. Itis also
the epicentre of neo-Vaisnavite
culture, which was propagated by
the 15th century Assamese saint,
philosopher and spiritual guru,
Shrimanta Shankardev.

The Brahmaputra, Ganga
(known as Podda in Bangladesh)and
Meghna create thousands
of small and medium-sized river
islands, popularly called as char
(both in Assamese and Bengali). The
islands give shelter to thousands
of poor families, most of who sur-
vive without any modern day facil-
ity Sandy in character, many islands
disappear during the monsoon
floods, forcing the dwellers to move
to safer places. The chars in west-
ern Assam are dominated by Ben-
gali Muslims (migrants from erst-
while East Pakistan)—they depend
on agriculture and maintain com-
munication with the mainland
through small boats or motorised
ferries. An unabated growth of
population, low literacy, poor infra-
structure and inadequate liveli-
hood opportunities make the
dwellers vulnerable.

The smallest one, but inhabitable,
Brahmaputra island is named
Umananda, which is situated in the
greater Guwahatiarea. Northof the
pre-historic city, the rock-based
island (also also known as Peacock
Island) is home to an important
Shiva temple, which was built in
the middle of the majesticriver at
the end of the 16th century The nar-
rowest part of the Brahmaputra falls
in Guwahati, where the Saraighat
rail-and-road bridge was constructed
in the 1970s to connect the south-
ern part of it to the rest of India.
As an aside, it has historical sig-
nificance as the great Battle of
Saraighat was fought in the locai-
ity in 1671, where the Assam (then
Ahom)forces, under the leadership
of great warrior Lachit Borphukan,
defeated the Mughal invaders.

One of the widest rivers in the
world, the Brahmaputra not only
supports millions of human habi-
tations in its basin but also embraces
various historic destinations, reli-
gious places, forest reserves, tea plan-
tations and water bodies attracting
river dolphins and numerous migra-
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ASTRIVES INWATER CRISIS

LOCALS COLLECT SNOWTO FULFIL WATER DEI\/IAND PIPES FROZEN, AUTHORITIES UNMOVED

ARCHANA PHULL
archanaphull2s2@gmail.com
Shimla, 15 January

Every day we are crying
for water. It is tough to man-
age like this, rued a local
woman, who had no option
but to gather snow in buck-
ets to get some water for her
house here.

There has been no water
supply in her locality in
Lakkad Bazaar near The
Mall for over a week after
the 6 January snowfall.
Every time she calls up the
water supply wingof Shim-
la Municipal Corporation,
the answer is, “What can we
do? We are trying. See the
pipes, they have frozen.”

And she is not alone in
this cry!

Many other residents
have been forced to melt
the roadside snow for water
this time, with the power and
water supply in Shimla total-
ly crumbling in the wake of
heavy snowfall.

The issue is, however,
bigger than thisand winter
isnot the only season when
Shimla residents feel the
water crunch.

3

Water crisis has alimost
become a persistent feature
in Shimla. It may actually
sound surprising that Shim-
la locals have been getting
water supply for a few hours
either on alternate days, or
after three to even four days
in summers, Monsoons and
then winters.

The Shimla Municipal
Corporation (SMC), which
distributes the water, has dif-
ferent reasons ready tojus-
tify the situation. In sum-
mers, the peak tourist sea-
son, the water sources dry
up.

Covering L., YIS

- In Monsoons, the silt
chokes the water supply
schemes and in winters,
when the temperature dips,
frozen water pipes turns
out to be abig time trouble.

All this has been hap-
pening year after year, but
there is no preparedness to
tackle the situation.

“It is frustrating. The
authorities do not have a
solution to the oft repeated
problems of water supply.
Why can’t they have under-
ground pipes if they freeze
every time in winters?,”
said JS Verma, an elderly res-

ident.

While the state govern-
ment has not taken con-
crete steps to augment water
supply in Shimla over the
decades, last year in Janu-
ary, the crisis increased,
when the worst ever jaun-
dice outbroke claiming over
20lives throwinglight onthe
water quality as well.

The outbreak occurred
after the sewage flowing
down from a Sewerage Treat-
ment Plant (STP) on the
outskirtsof Shimlareport-
edly got mixed with water
supply scheme at Ashwani

Khad water source.

On 1 January, 2016, the
government had to stop the
water supply from Ashwani
khad, which used to cater to
one third of Shimla’s water
requirement.

The supply from Ash-
wani khad could not be
restored over the year for
quality issues and Shimla
is still doing with lesser
quantity of water, some-
times half therequirement,
against the total need of 40-
45 MLD (Miilion Litres Per
Day) water.

“Too much of water cri-
sis occurred this time
because of the power failure
in the wake of snowfall.
The Electricity Board was
even short of man power to
clear the fallen trees and
repair electricity lines in
Shimla,” deputy Mayor of
Shimla MC, Tekinder Singh
Panwar told The Statesman.

Panwar said the city was
getting half the water
required (20-22 MLD) these
days from three sources of
Gumma, Giri and Churut.
“We are monitoring the sit-
uation day to day for prop-
er distribution of water.”
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WESTERN DISTURBANCES TO HIT TEMPERATURE AHEAD

Whinin’ winds wounding lives

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA-
New Delhi, 15 January

A fresh western distur-
bance led to a rise in the
minimum temperature
in Jammu and Kashmir,
Rajasthan and the
national capital though
there was no let-up in the
intense cold elsewhere.

The weatherman has
warned of rain or snow
in Himachal Pradesh
and Jammu and Kash-
mir, which were reeling
in the grip of intense
cold, due to a western
disturbance.

The chill kept up its
intensity in Punjab,
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh
and Delhi. 26 trains were
delayed and six resched-
uled due to fog in the
morning. Flight opera-
tions, though continued
but was uninterrupted.

\é °f

The onset of a west-
ern disturbance took the
minimum temperature
in the national capital a
notch above the season’s
average at 8.6 degrees
Celsius. The maximum
temperature toppled by
four notches to settle at
24 degrees Celsius.

Gulmarg, Pahalgam,
Kupwara and many
areas in higher reaches
of Kashmir witnessed a
fresh bout of snow
though the intense cold
abated due to an overcast
sky. The forecast of more
precipitation in the next
three days has prompted
authorities to put in
place a mechanism to
respond quickly to any
exigency arising out of
it. -

Leh town in Ladakh
region was the coldest
place in Jammu and

Kashmir at minus 13.7,
while Srinagar had a low
of minus 2.3 degrees Cel-
sius.

Kargil town gauged a
minimum of minus 10,
Gulmarg minus 10.5,
Pahalgam minus 4.6,
Kokernag minus 4.7,
Kupwara town minus 2.8
and Qazigund 4.6 degrees
Celsius. Himachal
Pradesh, which has been
facing a piercing cold
wave, saw a slight rise in
the minimum tempera-
ture.

Heavily overcast sky
in Shimla and surround-
ing areas kept people on
tenterhooks as they were
yet to recover from the
nightmarish experience
they had after the heavy
snowfall on the night of
January 7, which paral-
ysed normal life for sev-
eral days.

The high altitude trib-
al areas and other peaks
shivered under freezing
cold with mercury stay-
ing between minus 17
and minus 22 degrees
Celsius. Keylong and

" Kalpa in tribal Lahaul

and Spiti and Kinnaur
districts recorded a
minus 11.6 and minus 2.8
degrees Celsius.

Manali was warmer at
1 degree Celsius, while
Bhuntar had a low of
zero degree, Manali and
Shimla 1.6, Solan 1.8,
Sundernagar 2.4,
Dharamsala 6.2, Una 6.4
and Nahan 7.4 degrees
Celsius. Cold weather
persisted in the states of
Punjab and Haryana
where rains may occur
tomorrow.

Narnaul was the cold-
est place in the region at
3.5 degrees Celsius.

3
- Covering L., YIS




News item/letter/article/editorial lished or%%w—/j/jolz in the

“rindustan Times\/m-Lb

Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)
Punjab Keshari (Hindi)

Statesman

The Times of India (N.D.)

Indian Express
Tribune
Hindustan (Hindi)

The Hindu

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
Deccan Chronicle -
Deccan Herald

- M.P.Chronicle
A aj (Hindi) .

Indian Nation

Blitz

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC.

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)

At -6°C, Manali colder than Moscow

severe cold wave sweeps the N orth

MERCURY DOWN Kargrl recorded a mrnrmum temperature of -15.6 degrees Celsrus

HT COrrespondent

. = letters@hindustantimes.com

* dicted even harsher weather in .

- NEW DELHI: Nine deaths were

reported from Uttar Pradesh

; as a severe cold wave gripped
: northern India on Saturday.

* Shimlarecorded a temperature
- of 0.5 degree Celsius which was

colder than Zurich (1 degree)

and Manali recorded 6 degrees | -

which was colder than even
Moscow (-2 degrees).
Incidentally, the lowest tem-
peraturés were recorded at
Himachal Pradesh’s Keylong
and Jammu and Kashmir’s

" * Kargilregistering-13.9and 156

degrees Celsius, respectively. .
Accordingto the weather office,
another spell of rain and snowfall
was expected both in Himachal
Pradesh and Jammu and Kashmir
on January 15 and 16.
- The weather service has pre-

the next few days.

With Lucknow registering a
dip of more than seven degrees,
atleast nine deaths were report-
ed from Kannaujand Kanpur
rural since Friday, an official
said onh Saturday; -

...The Met office said the mer-
cury would dip steadily till
January 19. The minimum
temperature in Lucknow was
recorded at 0.4 degrees Celsius.

An intense cold wave has
gripped the Kashmir Valley as it
passes through the 40-day period

" of ‘Chillai Kalan’. Water bodies

inthe valley are either complete-
ly or partially frozen. Gulmarg
and Pahalgam recorded -14.4 and

.3 *
Covering L., YIS
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# People collecting water from a public tap in Shimla because of
- ‘water scarcity due to frozen water pipes on Saturday. PTiPHOTO

. -15.6°c - T
Keylong: - -139°C
‘Manali: - 68°C .

. “Hisary . ' 0.19C (-4 from
* ‘normal temperature ) i
- Shimla: - :05°¢

:'l.udmow' lﬁ"ﬁ(&)

_ the past three years)

‘Coldest in last five'years -
Amiitsar | 22°¢ (-5)
Dehradun: 2.9 oC -

= (Lowest minimum
. temperature in January _in

Chandigarh: 44°C(-5).
Patna:  48°C(4)
-ColdeSt injast ﬁvé'yéars

Bhopal: 7.4"((—4)

& Lowest till date: 0.6 degree
.Celsrus (Jan18, 1935)

\

-12 degrees Celsius, respectively.
Similar conditions were
witnessed in most:parts of
Himachal Pradesh as promi-
nent tourist towns like Shimla,
Narkanda and Kufri are likely
to experience light to moder-
ate spells of snowfall. Tourism
business operators are elated
because of a rise in bookings.
“Heavy snow has been pre-
dicted and if it is like last spell,
things can be worse,” Suneel
Chauhan, 2 travel agent said,
adding, ¢ I am getting booking
aswell as | inquiries for Kufri and
Narkanda. All hotels are full to

‘ the capacity”

. The administration has made
arrangements after predictions

" of snowfall. Sand has been

arranged to clear roads in case
of heavy snow. Ambulances are
also ready. The district admin-
istration has also asked traders
to stock up on daily need items.

“Work is on to restore electric-
ity infew areas which are indark.
Main roads have been cleared,”
Shimla deputy commissioner
Rohan Thakur said.

Shimla Superintendent of
Police (SP) DW Negi said vehic-

ular traffic will also be a major

concern in the coming days.
“Compared to other days,
number of vehicles entering
Shimla has increased on Friday
and Sunday. Traffic is main con-
cernand we have deployed person-
nel toensuresmooth flow” he said.

WATER SHORTAGE

Shimla town has been hitbya
water shortage as water supply
Ppipes are frozen in many places.

" Against a demand of 33 million

liters per day (MLD), around 28

. The rush of tourists will inflate

the water demand in the town.
(With agency inputs)
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Temp set to nse

Snow-clad Kangan area m centrai Kashmlr on Saturday v

Tives News NETWORK

continued to keep people

indoors as chilly winds
swept across the hills and
plains of North India on
Saturday. While the fringes
of waterbodies, including
famous Dal Lake, froze in
Srinagar, which witnessed
its coldest night in January
in five years, Patna record-
ed itslowest temperattire of
the season due to heavy
snowfall in the hills for the
pastfew days.

One person died in Al-
war district in Rajasthan
dueto prolonged exposure.

Intense cold condltlons

to chilly weather.

“cold on’

‘Himachal Pradesh
Punjab, Uttarakhand, ‘Del-
hi and Uttarakhand re-
mained under the spell of
Saturday. . The
weatherman, however, said
the temperature is likely to
goup starting Sunday.

In Jammu and Kash-
mir, Gulmargexperienced
the season’s lowest night
temperature at minus 14.4
degrees Celsius while
minimum temperature in
Pahalgam was recorded at
minus12degrees Celsius.

 In the plains of west-

" ernUttar Pradesh, Meerut

experienced the coldest
day of the season at 3.1de-
grees Celsius.
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| nght rain possﬂole

e

CHT Correspondents
« hireporters@hindustantimes.com -

NEW DELHI: - Rail traffic was
affected as the national capital

woke up to a cold and foggy

morningon Saturday, when visi-
bility dropped to300metres and

. temperature plunged to 3.2

. degrees Celsiusbetween5. 30am -

: and8.30am.

According to oﬂicmls at the
Regional Weather Forecasting
Centre (RWFC),in certain parts

t of the city close to Safdaxjung,

one could not see beyond 300

: metres becauseofthefog.

' Flight operations Were unaf-

fected, butaccording torailway
: officials, 44 frains headed for
Delhi weredelayed, 13 wereres-
;’cheduled and eight were can-
celled.

There isa poss1b1hty of hght
rains on Sunday, accordmg to
theRWFC.

. The maximum temperature
.on Saturday day settled at 19.3
.degree Celsius,anotchbelow the
“season’s average, and the mini-

mum temperature slumped to3.2

. degree Celsius.

today, warmer day
-ahead fpr Delhi S;

WARMER, MOISTURE- -

RICH EASTERLY WINDS

. MAYPREVAIL OVER THE
NEXTCOUPLEOF -
: DAYS TURNING UPTHE

India Meterological Depart-

‘ment has forecast generally

cloudy skies for
Sunday. “Maximum and mini-
mum temperatures tomorrow
are likely to hover around 20
degrees Celsius and 7 degrees
Celsius,” the official said..

With the onset of a Western
Dlsturbance whichisaweather
phenomenon thatcreatesapres-
sure difference, wind patterns
areexpected tochange.

Warmer, moisture-rich east-
erly winds may prevail in the
next couple of days, turning up
the heatin the city. The weather-
man hasforecast minimumtem-
peratures may rise to even 8
degrees Celsius during the week,
and on some days temperature
mayrisetoashighas21 degrees.
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Only courts can end SYL1 lmpasse CM

i TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, ]ANUARY14

Chief Minister Manohar

Lal Khattar today said the

Sutlej-Yamuna Link (SYL)

issue can. be
intervention and
not by opposition parties
threatening to dig it up.
Replying to questions at a
meet-the-press event here,
he said as Assembly elec-
tions . had already been
announced in Punjab, oppo-
sition parties were trying to

_ politicise the issue for their

vested interests though it

was not a political issue.
“The Supreme Court has

already given its decisionin

favour of Haryana. The

statements being made by
opposition leaders will
make the issue complex. It
is time {o-wait for the ver-
dict of the Supreme court
with regard to implementa-

. tion,” he said.

He added that the Han51-

Butana link canal issue, too,

would be decided soon. He
said the issue of Presidential
Reference had been pending
for the last 12 years, which
was astonishing. -

It appeared that the previ-
ous governments did noth-
ing to resolve the issue, he
said. The present govern-
ment had, soon: after
assuming office, pursued
the case with the SC and the
Punjab Termination of

- Covering L., YIS

_ given its decision in favour of

6The Supreme Court has already

Haryana. The statements being made
by opposition leaders will make the
issue complex. It-is time to wait for
the verdict of the Supreme eourt with
regard to implementation.%®

: Manohar Lal Khattar, cHier iy

villlnactlon durmg Jat stlr ' \ - 3_

"Talkmg about the officers suspended for.inaction-dur--
“ing the Jat agitation, the Chief Minister said they had
““respohded fo the government's show-cause notice and
“given their replles "Those who fail to give satxsfactory :

The Times of India (A)

-replies will remain suspended whde the suspension of
. ,the rest wm be revoked " he said. :

Agreements Act, 2004, was
nullified, he asserted.
Khattar said he had

already led a delegation of ..

all political parties to urge
the President to make the
SYL canal functional at the
earliest. A request in writ-
ing was made to the PM to
seek his appointment for
the same, he said. '

He ridiculed those saying
they would begin digging of
the canal on February 23.
He added that the SYL
canal would not be made
functional with ‘fawarda
and belcha’ as such an act
would create tension, The
CM said the government
had been working on the
project of state resident
database and removing
flaws in the system to
resolve land disputes.

Describing the restoration
of faith of the people in the
government as his biggest

achievement, he smd the
Haryana Government was
preparing a scheme to pro-
vide affordable ; meals -to
workers and poor persons
living in ‘bastis’ in the state.

He said the government
was considering a proposal
to increase the amount of
accidental insurance for
state roadways and employ-
ment opportunities for out-
standing sportspersons in
the state in the police and
other departments.

Khattar said a committee
had been constituted to
streamline the process of
giving jobs to outstanding
sportspersons and first
meeting of the committee
had been held. It was not
possible to appoint every
sportsperson as DSP, he

‘said. The priority would

be given to seek their
service for promotion of
sports, he added.
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forest cover in state

Vijay MOHAN

' TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, JANUARYia'
While the National Forest

" Policy stipulates that at

least 40 per cent of the
area should be covered by

" forest, the forest cover in

Haryana is just about four’

cent of its geographical
area, with forests in many
areas becoming degraded.

Revealing this in a new

report of geo-environmen-

tal hazards in Haryana,

the Geolog1cal Survey of -

India * (GSI) -has also
observed that major forest
produce in the state is
showing a decreasing
trend in terms of quantity
as well as value.

- Forests occupy an area of.
only 1,770 square km in
‘Haryana, out of which 55

per cent lies in just two of
the 22 districts, Panchkula
and Yamunanagar, cover-
ing the hilly terrain in

_these regions.

In southern and western‘
Haryana, most of the

~ forests are degraded and

have changed into open

-type jungles or grazing

grounds, the GBI has

observed. In districts like

~ Rohtak, Bhiwani,

Sirsa

'1998-2000.

and Rewan forests are
used by locals to graze live-

. stock or collect firewood.

The major forest pro-
duce of Haryana'is timber
and firewood, while the
minor produceis bamboo,
fodder, ‘gum, resin and
grass. - The  GSI. has
observed that while the
major produce is dwin-
dling, minor produce is
on the rise.

Major - produce, accord-
ing to the GSI's report,
was 30,000 cubic metres in
1966-67, which peaked at
2.16 lakh cubic metres in
Thereafter, .it
began falling and was
down to 56,000 cubic
metres in 2014.

For the same period,
minor- = produce  has
grown in value from Rs
2.47 lakh to Rs 34 lakh,

- which some experts opine

indicates that the natural
availability of traditional
forest produce like timber
has reduced.

An exponential increase
in the number of live-
stock heads in the state
and Haryana being pre-
dominantly an agricultur-
al state are among factors
in this change.
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i LEGAL CORRESPONDENT

{ NEW DELHI: Agreeing to hear

- the plight of the landless vic- -
. tims of the Sardar Sarovar.
+ Project in detail, -the Su-
. preme Court on Tuesday ob- -

served that giving cash in-

lost their fertile lands to the

. mega dam project is “tentat-"

-ively” not acceptable,
“We ‘
self. You giving cash instead

- of land is tentatively not ac-
ceptable.  That's just not
done,” Chief Justice of India

J.S. Khehar, who headed a_

three-judge Bench, told thé
Narmada authorities - -and
.counsel for Madhya Pradesh.
Appearing for the Nar-
mada Bachao Andolan, ad-
vocate Sanjay Parikh asked
why poor people whose
lands have been taken away
from them should ‘continue
to-suffer. “It is land for land,”
Mr. Parikh said. :
r “They have worked in

{
I

..their lands all their lives?”-
i ‘Chief” Justice ' Khehar ‘said”

“during the hearing.

Mr. Parikh said the farm-

i.ers are left with neither land

zor livelihood despite there

from

=

-being binding orders

Covering L., YIS

stead of land to farmers who

ill tell you now it-'v

o

the gﬁp@éme Court uphold-

ing their fig'ht;to» land. -

Heéring adjourned

Chief Justice Khehar, who

-wanted to hear the petitions

on Tuesday, agreed-t6° ad-

journ the hearing to January

19 for a detailed hearing after _

the .goverfiment authorities
-“sought time for preparation.
.. Earlier, the apex court had

dismissed an application by
the Madhya Pradesh govern--

ment and the Narmada Val-

ley Development Authority -
for-a ‘modification of the
' apex court judgments of -
2000 and 2005 upholding
land rights for adult sons of -

the Sardar Sarovar Project-
aﬂ'ecteq fax:mg;g. . .

A view of the Sardar Sarovar dam. — i PHOTO . -, -

‘Cash for land is just not done: SC

' The .apekfébﬁfi’é ;Sibdal
Justice Bench led by Justice

.- Madan B. Lokur had said the

State’s .application suffered
from gross delay, after hav-
“ing been filed several years
since” ‘the Supreme:-Court
gave its verdict on the jssue.
~Mr. Parikh had submitted
that as per the Narmada
Tribunal Award and the Su-
preme Court. verdicts,. all
adult sons were indisputably
—entitled to five acres of cul-
tivable and irrigableland,
and -any. discrimination
“would lead to the violation of
_the constitutional rights of
“the oustees. - ‘
" Terming the application as
“not to be good governance,”

" the Bench had_dismifsed it.
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NEW DELHI: The l‘C’apital on

Codest dayof sason nthe Capial

Tuesday witnessed chillyand . .
istrong breezy conditionsthat” - 2
“resulted in the mercury drop- -
i ping to 5.2 degrees Celsius,

‘making it the coldest day of

. the season so far. -~

According toaMeT depart-

! ment official, the Safdarjung

. pbservatory recorded a min- -
- imum temperature of 5.2 de-
grees, two notches below nor- =

' recorded a minimum of 34

mal while Lodhi® Road

degrees Celsius. ;7 * ::

At Palam, the

temperatuie;se‘ttléd at 59 de- %)
grees and at-Ayanagar and "

Ridge it was 5.8 and 70 de-

grees Celsius respectively: .-

LoweStinsyears T e I
Tuesday’s minimum tem-
perature was the lowest inlast

| significantly improved to

the official added. ..

The visibility was recordéd
- at 800 meters at 530 amat Saf-
darjung which improved to0

1,200 meters at 830 am and

owel e

edise

3,500 meters"a't"ll.3.0 am. -
At Palam, the visibility was

[ 250 meters at 5.30 am and 830
“five years, the MeT official ' )
said. The maximum temper- "
ature settled at 17.8 degrees, -
two notches below. the sea- -
son's average at Safdafjung, ;-

am, Tt .improved -to 1,200 :
meters at11.30 AM, the official -
said. Accordingtoa Northern

Railway ' spokesperson,. 21

trains were reported to be .

.. running late while nine were ;..

rescheduled and seven had to
becancelled. =, °

Flight"(;perationsﬁoijmal o
However, flight operations

PRI ATRRR It R

pr e

NIPPY: A git! with anelderly travelina DTC busona pbld :
~ Tuesday night in New Dethi. PHOTD: V. V. KRISHNAN o :

at ‘Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport were reported
to be normal. The humidity
oscillated between 100 and 52
percent. -~ . R
The weatherman has fore-

‘cast clear skies for ‘Wednes-

day with mist and shallow fog
in the morning: “The max-
jmum and minimum temper-

“atures are .likely to hover

around 16 and" 4 degrees
Celsius, rtespectively,” ~the
weatherman said. — PTI i

i
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Hansi-Butana Canal 0V
final hearing in April KM

- LEGAL CORRESPONDENT

N NEWDEIm,]ANUAngm S
The Supreme Court will hold

ation for several years The

- ‘apex couwrt has restramed

! the final hearing on the Han-

si-Butana -canal row in the’

first week of April. A Bench
comprising . Justices

passed the order after being
informed by Punjab, Haryana

and  Rajasthan that- the
process ofprowdmgewdence :

was over ahd that the 1awsu11;s

"' and corinected appeals were

- ready for a hearing,

- Appearing for Héi'yéha
. senior

counsel . Jagdeep
Dhankar sought an early

'~ hearing as an interim order

3

against the state was in oper-
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PC -
Ghose and RF Nariman today..,

* " Haryana from using the 109-

km canal for drawing water

from the Bhakra Main Line
-(BML) following ‘obJectlonS
by Punjab and Rajasthan. -

“In April 2014, Haryana had

'pleaded that it be allowed to
% use the:canal water under

certain conditions, including

) a strict watch bya rehred SC

'entBoard(BBMB), fo'meet

. the drinking water and irriga-’

tion needs of its droughi-
prone areas.

Toallay apprehensxons oveér
the possible misuse of the
canal - for drawing excess

water from BML, 1t said it was
prepared to take its share only
after Punjab and Rajasthan
had got their due share. :
* "Rejecting . the proposal,
Punjab had said. this was
nothing but ““old wine in a

new bottle” and that the plea

had been considered and
rejected by wvarious SC
Benches. Punjab’s concern
was not overdrawal by
Haryana, but “certain flood-
ing”of its 75 villages as the

~canal had been constructed - :

perpendicular to the BML. -

Rajasthan too had opposed
Haryana’s proposal, saying
latting Haryana use the canal
water would further dwindle
the flow downstream.
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| Surviving drought Kerala |
_ nnposes curbs onwater use |

T NANDAKUMAR

WATER AVAILABLE FOR
® POVWER GENERATION
% 2017 - 1873 mu":2

‘THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Faced - ‘|RELEASEOF WATER through
| ‘with ‘a worsening drought |canalstobe stopped -
situation, the Kerala govern- . |WATER LEVELin reservoirs
ment has imposed curbs on" {5 momtored :
_the use of water in reser- -
i voirs. Tt has also stepped up
I the review and monitoring”
system at the district levels.
~ District Collectors have
been directed to stop the re-
lease of water through canals .
for irrigation, and keep a |
' ‘closetab on the water levehn -4

* Teservoirs.
i

Januaryl !! l!!
'199% deficit

*mu: miflion units

é dipin storage

*Member Secretary, | Positionin
'St'atebisasterManagement Authority hydel prqects :

y
|19

!

The assessment of the wa-

\ ter* situation in terms of
Litres Per Capita per Day -
(LPCD) is being reported to -
{ the government ona regular

¥ bas1s “The focus is on ensur-

;ing the availability of drink- "~

: ing water up to the onset of

- the southwest monsoon in

June” said Sekhar L. Kur-..
member-secretary, '

_jakose,

State Disaster’ Management{ '

Authority. -
Efforts are on to estabhsh‘

" drinking witer kiosks in all

wards. The project is expec- .

““ted to. achieve momentum-

with' the. finalisation of the
rate contract for installation
of tanks by the Joint Com-
missioner,  Land Revenue.

“jtoring the ‘utilisation of
groundwater. The impact of
drought on tourism, mdustry

-and power sectors is being
closely observed. It would be
included in the State’s
memorandum to the Centre.

Isolated showers during
the current dry spell are not
expected to improve the wa-
ter situation.

~ The government is also mon-

[

3
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EResplte from cold wave as ¢

; ¥New Delhi: The onset of a west-

;em distulbanceSundaytookthe :
rminimum temperatureinthe "

! national capftal one notchabove

f | the season's average at 8. 6 de-;

! grees Celsius. °

, ; “The gradual approach of the fr
westem dlsturbance has given

.3
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SRRV JE MAFSUR L

BRI N

{&yry rises

Delhi, i in gripofa cold spell, a g. The maximum tem-

slight respite, & « perature is likely to be 20 de-

- Visibility condmons also grees Celsius,”a MeT official said.

1mproved -as compared ‘to’ ‘Flight operations at 1GI re-
Samrday with the Safdarjung ;* mainednormal although rail -

*'.” observatory recording it at 70 ] ‘services *.were affected.

mefresat830am. . ‘-HurmdxtywasE)Spercentat830

" "Iherewassha]lowfogmthe am.PT . .

i o o g R e 2 v
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TRIBUNE PHOTO: YAWAR KABL

The Valley is bracing itself for The Meteorological Department
another spell of snow, likelyto | said rain and snowwould be
begin within 24 hours and widespread on Monday and
continue for at least two days. | fairlywidespread on Tuesday.

(A)
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- Cold wave grips most of
- north, Lucknow at 0. 1°C

Temperature
“To Dip Further,
Predicts IMD

Times News NETWORK

ecoldsnapbitdeeper

i into large swathes of

. northIndia,and parti-
cularly severely into Luck-
now where its coldest day in
the last three years saw the
mercury fall to 0.1° Celsius.
Uttar Pradesh had previous-
lyexperiencedasimilardrop
in temperature in 2013.

The India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) an-
nounced that temperatures
could dip further on Janua-
ry 15 and that minimum
temperatures could be be-
low normal in most parts of

- the country till January 21.

While Rajasthan’s only
hill station, Mount Abu, re-
corded -0.5° Celsius, Udai-
pur recorded the season’s
lowest temperatureat2.2°C.
The minimum temperature
in Jaipur was 4°C. Accor-
ding to the weather office,

3
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WHITE COVER: People walk through the snow on the outskirts of Srinagar on Friday. Winter in the Valley
has been extremely harsh this season with Leh recording the coldest night of the season at -17.7° Celsius

the state could experience
ground frost over the next
24 hours.

“A severe cold wave is
likely at afew places in Pun-
jab, Haryana, Chandigarh,
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan, and a cold wave
at a few places in Bihar,
Madhya Pradesh, Vidarbha
and interior Odisha during
the next 2-3 days,” an IMD
official said, adding that
north India could experien-
ce normal rainfall during

the next two weeks.

In Haryana, Narnaul
was the coldest place in the
region. The temperature in
Nainital, Mussourie and
Haridwar in Uttarakhand
also dipped below zero follo-
wing heavy snowfall in ma-
ny regions. According to
the IMD, Jammu and Kash-
mir and Himachal Pradesh
will receive rainfall on Ja-
nuaryl5and16.

“The rains would drop
the speed of west-northwes-

terly windsfrom J&K due to
western disturbances. This
could have a combined ef-
fect on Delhi’s weather and
help temperatures rise,” a
weather expert said. Winter
in the valley has been extre-
mely harshthisseason with
Leh town recording the col-
dest night of the season at
minus17.7° Celsius. :

With inputs  from
Lucknow, Chandigarh, Jai-
pur, Jammu & Kashmir
and Shimla
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- Cold tightens grip as
Manali gets fresh snow

f Tounsts enjoy a yak nde nearthe Nehru Kund in Manalfon Sunday PHOTO BYWR!TER S

MC meun

N Snow alert for Lahaul & Spttz res;dents

© Mandi: In the wake of heavy snowfail predlct|on by the Meteorological
- Department, the district administration, Lahaul Spiti, has urged resi-

MANALLI, JANUARY 15 ‘ e
\ As predicted by the Meteoro-

: CovE

‘  logical Department, the upper -

‘ Manali ~areas experienced

,vfresh and mild snowfall, - ‘heavy snowfall. Deputy Commissioner Vivek Bhatia said the residents

! intensifying cold wave condi-
- tions in the region today. The
"entire reaches in the Kullu

va]ley, including Rohtang, Pir
‘.Pamal ranges, . Dhundi,
gBeaskund Marhi, Gulaba,
: Kothi, Bhrighu slopes, Hamta
‘ski slopes and Chan-
derkham,recelved fresh snow.
v The snowfall at famous
ski slopes of the Solang

valley has brought smiles

‘on the faces-of ski lovers,
‘who had come here from

different parts to partici-

pate in ski courses.

For the safety of tourists,

dents to avoid visiting the showbound area for a few days because of
safety concerns. The area has been cut off from the rest ‘of the world
afterthe closure of Rohtang, the gateway to. Lahaul-Spiti, because of

were advised to stay in their home until the sky turns clear. The dis-
trict is prone to avalanches which may cause threat to human -

- life.Link roads within the district were already blocked and now res-

idents were _demandmg flight service to the district. - s

; fch‘e district administration
‘has stopped all - tourist’

vehicles, from going to a

_sight-seeing . tour. to ‘the

Solang - valley  beyond
Nehru Kund on the Man-
ali-Rohtang. . .road. . and

deployed police personnel
to stop them. Hundreds of -

tourists made a beeline for
Nehru Kund to enjoy the

snow. There was a Jov1a1 :

ehvii‘bnnieht “in places
between "~ Bahang  and

"Nehru Kund as tourists

were seen enjoying sledg-
ing, skiing, riding on yaks -
and throwing snowballs at
each others. Locals ,of
adjoining vﬂlages were
busy renting out’ snow
dresses, woollen garments,
jackets, gloves and snow
shoes for tourlsts
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Drive out of Millennium Depot: SC

Asks Govt To Remove Buses By Feb 4: NGT To Decide On Leg

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Supreme Co-
urt ordered Delhi’ govern-
ment on Friday to drive out
by February 4 the last of Del-
hi Transport Corporation’s
320 cluster buses parked at
the Millennium Bus Depot,
which was meant to be a tem-
porary shelter for two weeks
for the fleet during the 2010
Commonwealth Games.

“The Millennium depot
shall not be put to use for any
purpose till the National Gre-
en Tribunal determined the
legality of its existence, pro-
ximate to Yamuna,” said a
bench of Chief Justice J S
Khehar and Justice D Y
Chandrachud.

Immediately after the
completion of the scam-tain-
ted Commonwealth Games
seven years ago, NGO Yamu-
naJiye Abhiyan had questio-
ned the selection of the site

3
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on the river bed, a stand
which was countered by the
government terming the lo-
cation as part of Yamuna flo-
odplains.

The Delhi government
had in 2014 decided to vacate
the space, which was allotted
to DTC for two weeks in 2010
for the duration of the Com-
monwealth Games. The Del-
hiHigh Court had repeatedly
extended the deadline asking
for modification of the Delhi
Master Plan for continued
using of the site, failing
which DTC would have to va-
cate. As the Master Plan was
not amended, the HC had as-
ked DTC to vacate the site by
January27lastyear. |

An appeal against the HC
order had been pending in
the SC since then. On Friday,
Justices Khehar and Chand-
rachud asked DTC counsel
Santosh Tripathytobringthe
head of the organization to
the courttorecord his under-

File photo

A LF

TEMPORARY SHELTER: The space was given to DTC for 2 weeks in 2010

takingforvacationof thepar-
kingshelter.

In the afternoon, DTC’s
chief general manager appe-
ared before the bench and in-
formed that the corporation
was no longer in possession
of any part of the depot
and that it had handed over
the area to the transport de-
partment of the Delhi go-

vernment.

The bench was informed
by the transport depart-
ment’s counsel Wasim A Qad-
ri that over 300 cluster
buses operated by the depart-
ment were still parked there
every night. The bench orde-
red, “The transport depart-
ment of Delhi government
shall remove the cluster bu-

ality Of Its Existence

ses from Millennium depot

by February4.”

The SC noted that the
NGT was still to decide whet-
her thesitewaslocated onthe

“river bed or flood plains of Ya-

muna. ‘As and when the mat-
ter gets adjudicated, and in
case it is found that the site is
intheflood plains, the Master
Plancould beamended to per-
mituse of the Millenniumde-
pot. Subject to such altera-
tion in the Master Plan, the
depot shall not be used for
any other purpose,” it said.
This drew strong objec-

tion from Yamuna Jiye Abhi-
yan’s counsel Jayant Bhush-
an, who argued that a bus de-
pot even on the Yamuna flood
plains was environmentally
and ecologically hazardous.
He requested the court to de--
lete the reference to the ame-
ndment of Master Plan to ac-
commodate the bus depot on
Yamuna flood plains. The co-
urt, however, did not relent.
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.ing of theit. produce.m the .
wholesaie mai'két iy

 due to rain last week. .
“There is a forecast of rain

ing upon quahty :
" “The potato harvested
up to March cannot be
tored i in cold storage The-

. Wet fields have turned a
. considerable part of the pro-
. duce green and will cause _;_

has tought pnces down.
‘~Ra1n has affected the

"I'RIBU’NB NBWS va;cn B

] V ‘msnn, )ANUAnna . ]
m.ment granted permis- . The 1emperature fell to !
.sion 1o “export potato-to "~ 0.1 dégree Celsms in the T
- Pakistan, farmers might -towntoday.. - '
have got better returns for Weather .repoﬁ; of the

a bumper season. Chaudhary Charan ‘Singh
de .. Haryana Agriculture Uni-
- trader “said potato from - versity (HAU) stated that
Kurukshetrawassupphed the, minimum tempera-
-10 Bihar for onemonthand _turewas41degrees below
a half tll"l Deceniber 31 " normal at 0.1 degree Cel-

n sius Wthh was the. lowest
. 'ofthewmter season S0 far, 5 Gr

. The' maxnmﬁn temper
‘ture was recorded at 175

. degrees = Celsius, 1 9
degree below normal’ L

- The HAU forecast ‘says Agncultum aperts “say
“'that there is possxblhty of ‘tha{thefrost t_idamage
"dry and variable weather ~ the ‘mustard ¢fop 'and veg-
. up to Japuary 14 . and . “etables though it .. would
_ thereafter; ~weather ‘may havelessernnpactonwhaat
- change in - the state. andotherrahrm'ops

&

radesh, he said.
Fanhers Wolfld not benefit
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. Running On Empty

How water might dissolve the Indian Union if it can’t resolve river disputes

Asit K Biswas, Cecilia Tortajada and
Udisha Saklani ~

ter planning in India has

been on an unsustainable

pathfor centuries. Inthel6th

century, Mughal Emperor

Akbar decided to build a new capital in

Fatehpur Sikri (City of Victory). In 1589,

Robert Fitch, one of the earliest English

travellers to India, noted that Agra

and Fatehpur Sikri were “two great

cities, either of them much greater than
London and more populous”.

The history of the new capital was

notso auspicious. Akbar used it only for

- 13 years and then abandoned it to return

to his old capital permanently. The main
reason was very severe water scarcity.

Fatehpur Sikri is a magnificent
monument to India’s poor water planning.
Over the centuries India’s water planning
has improved incrementally whereas its
drivers of water use have increased
exponentially, making its water situation
worsen steadily with time.

Take population, only one driver of
increasing water use. In 1947, the total
population of undivided India was 390
million. By, 2050, total population of the
three countries of undivided India will
be 2,206 billion, a 5.66-fold increase in
little over a century. India is expected to
overtake China around 2022 as the most
populous country in the world.

Population growth, rapid urbanisation
and industrialisation and exponential
growth in human activities over the past
century, have resulted in higher water
requirements for all types of water
uses: human, thermo-industrial and
agricultural.

Furthermore, for centuries domestic
and industrial wastewaters have been
indiscriminately discharged to water
bodies without any,or partial treatment.
Consequently, all water bodies within
and near population centres have
already been contaminated seriously
with domesticand industrial pollutants.
This has posed serious health and
environmental problems.

In addition, with steady economic
growth, higherliteracy and increasing
skill levels, the number of Indian
middle class families has gone up
exponentially. The median income of
Indian households is expected toreach
over $10.000, by 2030. in 2014 prices.

Direct results of this affluence have been
rapid changes in dietary patterns
and energy consumption levels. Asthe
country has prospered, people have
moved to a higher protein-based diet
like milk products, fish and meat, all of
which need significantly more water to
produce than cereal-based diets. Their
energy consumption has gone upbecause
of increasing use of refrigerators,
washing machines and cars. All these
need extraenergy andnoenergy canbe
generated without significant amount
of water.

In terms of water, the country now
is facing a perfect storm. This means
water management practices in India
need to change dramatically in the
coming years. However, we do not see
any sustained political will which will
beessential totake some hard decisions
inthe future.

The problem is further exacerbated
by the fact that all important rivers
in India are interstate, and water

‘management is basically a state subject
on which the Centre has very limited

control.
Because of poor water management
in all the Indian states and steadily

\w
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Water management practices
in India need to change
dramatically in the coming
years. However, we do not
see any sustained political
will which will be essential

to take some hard decisions

increasing water demands, India is now
witnessing increasing conflicts on water
allocations in interstate rivers. This
has become a serious challenge to the
regional stability of the country.

Interstate water allocation conflicts
have triggered numerous protests,
violence and property destruction. If
these conflicts continue and grow, they
may prove to be one of the biggest
political constraints to India’s future
economic growth and social cohesion.

A major challenge now is the
absence of permanent and efficient
dispute resolution mechanisms for
water allocation in interstate rivers.
Under the Interstate Water Disputes
Act of 1956, ad hoc tribunals can be

Chad Crowe

established on a case by case basis
whenever conflicts between two
states cannof be resolved by mutual
discussion. The objective of this Act
was to allow the states to discuss and
resolve the conflicts before engaging in
adjudication.

Our research indicates that tribunals
have often contributed to long-drawn
negotiation processes which have
led to hardening of the positions of the
individual states, instead of promoting
compromises.

There are several problems with the
existing tribunal system. First, there are
nouniform, logical and common processes.
They have considerable discretions in
terms of processes to arrive at settlements
as alsounderlying concepts under which
settlements are made. Fundamental
assumptions have often varied from one
tribunal to other significantly.

Second, tribunal results are non-
bindingtothestates.

Third, the Centre has been reluctant
toestablish institutions for implementing
the awards.

Fourth, there is no fixed stipulated
time frame for negotiations and adju-
dications. The Cauvery Tribunal took 17
years. Karnatakathen promptlydecided
to file a Special Leave Petition to the
Supreme Court to thwart the final
award, further delaying the settlement.

An important factor linking water
disputes to state politics is the power of
state campaigns in distracting voters
from real issues of poor governance
and lack of administrative skills and
actions. Water has now assumed therole
of apolitical weapon.

With a number of states defying
orders of tribunals and Supreme Court,
water is becoming an important threat
to Indian’s federalism and future social
and economic development.

In the absence of functioning water
institutions at central and state levels
and lack of political will to take hard
decisions of all political levels,
interstate water allocation problems
will become increasingly more difficult
to resolve. It proves Mark Twain's
adage “Whiskey is for drinking, water
isfor fighting over.”

Asit K Biswas is Professor and Cecilia
Tortajada is Senior Research Fellow, National
University of Singapore. Udisha Saklani
works with Institute of Water Policy
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Water power crises cut short romanc

Anand.Bodh@timesgroup.com

iimla: Theromance of the snow
ay be a major draw for tourists,
itasklocalsand they will tellyou
eflipside of the snowfall. Locals
J/ear how there is a huge differ-
1ce between play ing in the snow
radayortwoandliving with the
owfordaystogether.

The recent spell of snow in the
astern Himalayas lured thou-
nds of tourists to popular tourist
ots of Shimla, Manali and Dal-
yusie. But things were not as rosy

they seem for locals, who were
reed to go without water and elec-
icity infreezing temperature.

In fact, even tourists who
ished to hill stations in droves af-
r the January 6 snowfall visual-
ed a blanket of pristine white,
it what they got was a slippery
ess and a bone-chilling cold they
«d probably never experienced.
me of them even found their
-esatrisk.

While five migrant labourers
om Bihar died of asphyxiation

they kept a coal heater inside
e room and fell asleep, two stu-
nts of the National Institute of

F EEZE Aview of Shimla after heavy snowfall on Sunday

e
An icy challenge

£ amini, 23, a pregnant resident of
';Bhontvillagein Shimla, started

having labour pain at around
5.30pmon January 9. 1t was not
possible for theambulance to reach
her as the roads were biocked due
to heavy snowfall. Kaminiand her
mother Sariahadlost hope of
reaching the hospitai when six
Shimla policemen came to their
rescue. They walked in the snow for
three and a half hours with Kamini
onacotontheirshoulders and
reached hospital at9.30pm after
covering adistance of 10 km. T

Technology (NIT) at Hamirpur in
Himachal Pradesh found them-
selves stranded in heavy snowfall
at Shikari Devi temple, located at
an altitude of 12,000 feet in Mandi
district. A 28-member rescue team
had to walk 36 km amid 5 to 10 feet
deep snow only tofind them dead.
Morethan 400 touristsfromthe
plains were trapped between Ma-
nali and Solang, close to Rohtang
Pass as the snow covered roads
didn’t allow vehicles to move. The
locals came to their rescue and

provided them with shelter, food
and heatingarrangements.

Manoj Dua, a tourist from Del-
hi, who wastrapped in Solangarea
of Kullu district with his family,
said: “We found ourselves strand-
ed after the sudden increase in
snowfall, which left the road too
slippery to allow vehicle move-
mentinthearea.”

Another tourist, Naveen Tha-
reja, said he was enjoying the
snow withhisfamily, when, slowly,
it dawned on him that there was

too much of it for comfort. “The
dream rapidly turned into anight-
mare, till a local family came to
ourrescue,” Thareja said.

But not everyone was so lucky.
Many stranded tourists were also
fleeced by taxi owners and others.
In the heavy snowfall, taxi drivers
charged Rs 15,000 from tourists to
take them to Manali from Patli-
kuhl, a new tourist destination
just 16-odd kilometres from Mana-
1i. On normal days, the fare is not
more than Rs 700,

3
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ld1 SNOW

n Shimla district, around 230
tourlsts stranded between Faggu
and Kufri on January 9 were res-
cued by Sashastra Seema Bal
(SSB) personnel. As if getting
stuck was not enough, tourists al-
so found themselves devoid of wa-
ter and electricity. Generally, they
cannot adapt to such a situation in
inclement weather.

Hotel and Restaurant Owners
Association (North India) presi-
dent Sanjay Sood said, “Shimla
and neighbouring areas faced a
weeklongblackout after therecent
spellof snow. Phonebatteries gave
out and houses turned into cold
prisons without heating arrange-
ments. Shopkeepers had to close
shopsearly and faced losses.”

At least tourists who find their
dream of playing in the snow
soured have the option of leaving.
But area residents can only wait
forthesuntoshine.

Suman Thakur, a resident of
Jakhu, said they have been melt-
ing snow for around a week as fro-
zen water pipes have stopped wa-
ter supply. “Each winter, the snow
causes problems. But we have to
live with it,” she said.
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Ken—Betwa project on
linking rivers cleared

for env1r0nmental nod

‘But SCpanel still studying measures
,todeal W1th impact on tiger reserve

2

National Board for Wildlife
(NBWL) last August.. On
December 30, the Environment
Ministry's Expert Appraisal
Committee (EAC)for river valley

: JAY MAZOOMDAAR
P NEW DELHI, JANUARY 13

THERS 10,000-crore Ken-Betwa

" river-linking project has got the
go-ahead for environment clear-

and hydel projects recom-
mended the project for env1ron-

ance, Thenodcomesevenasthe  mient clearance.

projectis beingexaminedbythe . The CEC,meanwhile,hadin-
| Supréme Court's: Central - formed the Ministry in a letter
! Empowered Committee (CEC)* on December 2 that it “would
! foradequacy of mitigativemeas-  like to examine this (Ken-Betwa)
" ures against its adverse impact - - proposal from the point of ade-
¢ on the Panna tiger reservein  quacy of mitigative measures
*'Madhya Pradesh. - CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

The ambitious project re~" - T e e

. quires diversion’ of -5,258
. hectares of forest land, including
* 4,141 hectares of the Panna re-
‘ serve, and was cleared by the

: standing committee of the

againstthe advérse impacts of the project -
on the ecological integrity of Panna Tiger

.cleared fornod

. Reserve and particularly the riverine eco-
[ systerm”,

¢ - The Mmlstxy responded to the CEC's
- requesttomake available relevant papers
- andreportsrelated tothe project only last
. week, after the project was cleared by the .
* EAC. The CEC can approach the Supreme *
Court, if it feels aggrieved by a decision of -
~ the the NBWL panel.

The minutes of the December 30 EAC -

Ken¥BétWa projéc'f'_.

* meeting note that the “consenstis” at an
‘internal meeting of the ministry on -

. Novetnber 30 was to delink the landscape

" management plan (LMP) for the project-
affected tiger habitat from the perspective -

of environmental clearance. ...

" Last year, the EAC had called for the _

- LMP and decided to reconsider tzhe:p'roj-"

ect only after obtaining a second oplmon

* from an external expert. -. - 0o

Soon after the Ken-Betwa pro;ect was‘ :
recommended for wildlife clearance, -

Union Water Resources Minister Uma "
Bharti had said that she was confident . |
_about an early environmental clearance.

Lastmonth, she claimed that “the last hur-
dle" was cleared and the project would be -
launched as soon as the funding pattem

was ﬁnahs% \j(\
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. lans. Oneof

" the - Union* -egvironmen

_have puzzledlegal activists

- fhority (CWRA)—1!
_dal“agency for identifica:

_ the -CWRA - THiS notifica

ministry -on December 14

who have been campaign=
ing for protection of ‘wel:
these notifi-.

“The oftier notification: -
. omits ‘two clauses’ in-the:
" Wetland Rules 2010 on the

constitution and term :0f

tion states that the uthor- -
: itywﬂlbecqnsﬁiutedund'

‘These developments are
significant because the Na- :
tional:: Green ribunal 1

ganapplica:

€ g ALl
- tion seeking divections 40~

the government 101 entify

1] wetlands in the country.

_ aéspecified in the Wetlands.

Managem'ent) 2010

* -filed two separate applica-

Rules -(Conservation . 4and.

T Enviropmentahsts

- One nofification elates 0.
“cotting downthe-term'qf the

i

wetland requlatory authority” -

. jromthree years to just iwo.
niths. The other contro= " -
versial one facilitates thefirst -
potificationby effectingthe’,

~changeundera different law
R T
Lakshadweep, hhattis-

desh todiscuss delineation

CWRA for a period of 2

monthsonly.itseens like

‘. the ministry is paving way:

--and Response Centre —an
.. ' NGO:focusing on environ-

jment impact pgsessment,

© tions n NGT following @~ ~goihgliﬁgaﬁonin1\i(§’nihe

“much W
' sion of Wetland Rules2010.
. InJulyZ()le,NQT,whﬂe‘s -

draft not;iﬁéai_;ionjlss'ued by

atered - down. ver-

- Wetlands Rules 2016, ar

hearing the -environmen- 2
talists® plea, had directed:

- that the CWRA hold meet:

ings withallstates andUTs.

every month to identify
and notify all wetlands in

the country. Before this or-.

der, CWRA had met only

L

\

. minutesof eachmeeﬁng.lt :
;8180 seems;ﬁ]_&,eacleverploya- :
by‘theminisufy fomanogu- :
vre around the tribunals :
= orders,” theyadded. . =
: Asper the December4, !

““go16~ notification, CWRA

members include secretary )
. of the ministry of environ- -
_ment, representatives from .
" minjstry.of tourism, water

. garh.and Arutl "’ag,l'fai Pra:’

tion -has- constifuted .the,

for findlising the-diluted’
~Wetland Rules j2016;”;‘sé‘1d~,
- nemnibers of EIAResource:

N interestingly,intheon: .

~4ribunal > had ~ordered :
_CWRA; 10 meet . every
tnonth and submit-a com- 1
~ pliance report, along with :

- M.P.Chronicle

Aaj (Hindi)

Indian Nation
Nai:Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
Blitz




ews nemietter/article/editorial published o

Hindustan Times
Statesman\/
The Times of India (N.D.)
Indian Express

Tribune

Hindustan {Hindi)

n Vdﬂ/yigm'y /4/;0/7m the

Nav Bharat Times (Hindji)
Punjab Keshari {Hindi)
The Hindu

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
Deccan Chronicle )
Deccan Herald

- M.P.Chronicle

Aaj (Hindi)

Indian Nation

Nai Duriiya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
Blitz

and documented at Bhagirath(En lish)& Publicity Sec‘tion, cwece.

3
-Covering L., YIS

‘SYLnotpoll issue in Punjab’

STATESMAN News seavice § T

. Chandigarh, 13 January - |

Haryana chief minister
Manohar Lal Khattar today
said that the contentious

issueof Sutlej-Yamunal,ink -

{SYL)Canalisnotapoll issue

- Incoming Punjab Assembly

elections. Speaking to

.reportersafter inaugurating

crafisexhibitionaspartof the

-21st National Youth Festival-

2017atRohtak today, Khattar
said that theelection it
in Punjab is the party’s pre-

. rogative and whoever is

entrusted with this respon-
sibility will fulfill it with
complete honesty and hard
work. Hefurthersaid that the
state of Haryana has pre-
sented its case by clarifying
itsstand. The Supreme Court’s
(SC) decision on the Sutlej-
Yamuna Link (SYL) has put
Haryana’sBharatiyaJanata

' Party (BJP) and Congress

leadersinafixastheiraggres-

_ sivestand against neighbor-

ing Punjab could cost their

- respective parties dearly in

the coming Assembly elec-
tions.Despite the political
partiesin Punjabhave aggres-
sively declared that the state

‘would not share a drop of

water with neighboring
Haryana, both the BJP and
Congr%smHaryanahavepm
ferredtotakesoftstandon the
issue. However, the main

.Opposition party; the Indian

National Lok Dal (INLD) has
criticized both of these par-
ties for their alleged dual
standards on the SYL issue.

The Supreme Courton 10
November, held as unconsti-
tutional the 2004 Punjab Ter-
mination of Agreements Act
passed by Punjab State Leg-
islative Assembly toterminate
the SYILcanal water sharing
agreement with neighbor-
ing state,
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New Delhi: More than 1,600

Gujaratand Maharashtra

ly146deaths due tofloodingbe-

Heat, flood, cold & hgtmn ¢ killed 1,600 in 16

people died due to extreme
weather conditions across
the country last year, with se-
vere heat wave claiming the
largest chunk of the total
deaths at 40%, followed by
flooding and lightning.

The IMD said 2016 wasthe
warmest year ever recorded,
globally as well as in India.
Phalodi in Rajasthan record-
ed5ldegreesCelsius, highest
ever recorded in the country.

January and February
were the warmest winter
months ever, according to

» Water, power crises cut
short snow romance, P 15

UNDER THE WEATHER

IMD, which records weather
patterns since1901.

Bihar, Gujarat and Maha-
rashtra topped the casualty
list with the states contribut-
ing 35% of the total. They to-

gether recorded 552 deaths due
to extreme weather patterns.
According to a report by
India Meteorological Depart-
ment IMD), 40% of the total
deaths were due to severe

heat wave, which claimed
more than 700 lives in the
country, with Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh together re-
cordingthemaximum deaths
i.emore than 400.

registered 87 and 43 deaths
due to heat waves respective-
1y. Cold wave claimed 53 lives
in the country.

Lightning claimed more
than 415 lives and the worst
hit were the eastern states of
Bihar, Odisha, MP and UP.

Odisha alone recorded
more than 132 deaths due to
lightning while 43 deaths oc-
curred in Maharashtra.

IMD last year started issu-
ing summer and winter fore-
casts with heat wave and cold
wave warnings. After two
consecutive droughts, India
last year had a normal mon-

. soon, but several parts of the

country witnessed heavy to
very heavy rainfall, causing
flooding in many areas.

More than 475 lives were
Jost in floods and thunder-
storms. Bihar alone saw near-

a
Covering L., YIS

tween July 25 to September 3.

2016 saw four cyclonic
storms in Bay of Bengal, the
major being severe cyclonic
storm Vardah, which killed
18 people in Tamil Nadu.

“We have tried to min-
imise the loss of lives, espe-
cially inlarge scaleeventslike
cyclones and heavy rains. For
example, accurate predictions
helped minimise loss of lives
during Vardah and prediction
of heavy rains. But when it °
comes toeventslikelightning,
itbecomesdifficultasatsever-
al instances it takes places in
villages and hamlets.”

“In such a scenario, mo-
bile companies can play a pro-
activerole in helping dissemi-
nate information in a particu-
lar district or hamlet by send-
ing alerts,” IMD director gen-
eralK JRameshsaid. s11
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‘i‘aps run dry in major parts%?\gi

High Ammonia Levels Disrupt 2 Plants Supply To Remain Affected Today

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Watehf ‘supply
was hit in several parts of the
city as “dangerously high” le-
velsof ammonia inraw water
forced suspension of opera-

tions at Chandrawal and Wa-

zirabad treatment plants on
Sunday. Areas in north and
central Delhi, Delhi Cantt,
parts of south and southwest
Delhiand those under NDMC
were affected. The supply is
likely toremaindisrupted for
amajor part of Monday too.

Atthesametime,abreach
in the Munak canal affected
supply at Haiderpur and
Dwarka. Officials said the
problem started due to a leak
in the canal on Saturday
night. An official said:
“Other than Yamuna, two
channelsbringwatertoDelhi
from Haryana -- Munak and
the Delhi sub-branch. DSB’s
capacity is much lower than
Munak’s.”

The canal had to be closed
for repairs after the leak. “As
a result, production was
down 50% at Haiderpur and
almost completely halted at
Dwarka.”

Meanwhile, the share of
Delhi’s water that comes via
Munak was diverted to theri-
ver to be received at Wazira-
bad pond. “Here weencounte-
red another problem. The wa-
ter coming from Haryana is
massively polluted with le-
vels of ammonia fluctuating
between3ppmand 4 ppmaga-
inst a highest permissible
treatable level of 1 ppm. We
had to shut down Wazirabad
and Chandrawal because it
was impossible to treat the
water,” added the official.

T AL PRI

HEALTHHAZARD

f DELHI RECEIVES ABOUT 900 MILLION Tajewiata head
GALLONS OF WATER PER DAY Kund
¢ OF THIS, HARYANA ACCOUNTS FOR Narwaria /‘f
o OVER 500 MILLIOR GALLONS Branch f‘/
Haid 210 Munak Canal
MGD'e;:l:ra Lnexandl /r{(arnai f/
y Okhla 20 MGD: ka
storage and Yamuna Mun|
——=—————— | Munak Canal regulator M e
Nangloi 40 MGD: N Main ;
Bhakra storage Wazirabad 123 [ Drain |
Bawana 15MGD; | MGD:Yamuna No.2 77
Munak Canal Chandrawal 95 Khubru \ Yak!
Dwarka 40 MGD: | MGD: Yamuna Delhi t
branch \
¢ UP SUPPLIES ABOUT Pt Palla }
+ 250 MILLION GALLONS qudora E ufwww:
Sonia Vihar 140 MGD: ;"l:_ge Ny \
Upper Ganga Canal Nangloi elhi sub- | p Mun 3
Bhagirathi 100 MGD: wp  branchp } Camal Bawana b
Upper Ganga Canal & - S €
" THE REST COMES Rawwater = |} _ \
© FROM RECYLING pump house W%Iarabad )
PLANTS (O MGDIAND ¢ & MU SN
RANNEY WELLS AND b rk‘ ' - Twinpipelink , —
TUBEWELLS (B0M@D)  bwake € < 1 C
uﬁgerpur “eemocsecsewsy  Chandrawal
'HOWTHE - - wip
“CRISIS UNFOLDED
> Abreach develops inMunak : Haiderpur and Dwarka WTPs | and Wazirabad WTPs
Canal late on Monday | > Water travelling through ! » Supply to Haiderpur and
> To repair canal, water flowis | river channel polluted in i Dwarka WTPs may resume by
stopped and diverted to the. | Sonipat and Panipat districts | Monday
main river channel and Delhi - 5. Ammonia level in raw > No information on
sub-branch water ranges from 3ppm to resumption of supply to
> Dethi sub-branch capacityis ~ 4ppm against a maximum . Chandrawal and Wazirabad
much lower than Munak, ' treatable limit of 1ppm, plants as fevel of ammonia in
affecting production at affecting supply to Chandrawal - raw water needs to come down

Usually, water production
starts getting curtailed ifam-
monialevels cross 0.5 ppm. In
March 2016, an ammonia ne-
utraliser plant was set up at
Wazirabad, which, officials
said, could work only for 1-1.5
hoursand forlevels ashighas
1.5ppm.

“Treatment of raw water
needs to be suspended as am-
monia, with the treating
agent chlorine, gives rise to
trihalomethane, whichiscar-
cinogenicinnature,” said the
official.

A team from Central Pol-
lution Control Board picked
up samples of Yamuna water
from 10 locations. High levels
of ammonia in raw water ha-
ve led to shutting down or
partial closure of WTPs on
numerous occasions. In 20186,
after three such closures,
DJB chairman Kapil Mishra
had written to water resour-
ces minister Uma Bharti,
complaining about the frequ-
ent disruptions in water
supply. However, no steps ha-
vebeen taken till now to recti-
fy the problem.

“Haryana has agreed to
release 600 cusec water for
Delhi through the DSB by
Monday. Additionally, we are
expecting the Munak canal to
be repaired by Sunday night.
Haryana will start releasing
water through it from Mon-
day morning. We hope to be
able to resume supply in
Dwarka and south and south-
west Delhi by the evening.
For other areas fed by Chand-
rawal and Wazirabad plants,
we will have to wait for the
ammonia levels to drop and
cannot say how long that will
take,” said another official.
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Water supply hit as ammonia levels rise

North, north-west and central Delhi affected, Delhi Jal Board says situation to improve today

: E - POISONOUS '
- /\/J\‘ .
. ; Model Town

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI: Water supply in
north, north-west and cent-
ral Delhi was affected due to
high ammonia levels in the
raw water supply on Sunday.
Operations had to be sus-
pended in Chandrawal and
Wazirabad treatment plants,
which supply water to the af-
fected areas.

By evening, however,
Delhi Jal Board (DJB) offi-
cials said that the water sup-
ply will be restored by
Monday morning.

The worst affected areas
are old Delhi, Karol Bagh,
Punjabi  Bagh, Rajouri
Garden, Tilak Nagar, Burari
and other adjoining areas.
Lutyens Delhi will be par-
tially affected as water from
the Sonia Vihar treatment
plant is being supplied there.

Raw water

Operations at the plants
had to be suspended on
Sunday‘morning due to leak-
age in the carrier lined chan-
net (CLC) that brings water
from Haryana to Delhi.

To plug the leakage, the
water supply in the CLC has
been diverted to the Yamuna
river, the water of which is
extremely  contaminated
with levels of ammonia ran-
ging between 3.5 ppm and 4
ppm. .

Carrier lined channel

“The CLC is leaked in
Haryana. We get raw water
through CLC. Haryana is re-
pairing it so we need to shut
CLC. Now water coming
through main river course
where ammonia is danger-
ously high. So production
from two plants stopped
temporarily. No compromise
on water quality. Supply to
be affected for one day in
areas covered by
Chandrawal and Wazirabad
plants. I am personally mon-
itoring the situation and we
are in constant touch with
authorities in Haryana,” DJB
chief Kapil Mishra said in a
series of tweets.

Mr. Mishra later tweeted:
“Supply to be affected for
one day in areas covered by
chandrawal and wazirabad

Covering L., YIS

plants. Repair of CLC will be
completed by 9 pm tonight
(Sunday). Supply to be re-
stored by tomorrow
(Monday) morning 7 am in
most parts {sic].”

The DJB plants treat
around 900 million gallons
of water a day (MGD), of
which ~ Wazirabad and
Chandrawal plants account
for about 220 MGD. Water
tankers are being provided
in the affected areas. The
DJB has also asked the Cent-
ral Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) to check the quality
of raw water samples.

Toxic

Mr. Mishra told the media
that the ammonia treatment
plant, which was inaugur-
ated by Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal last year,
cannot treat anything bey-
ond 1-2 ppm. The water with
very high ammonia levels
cannot be treated with
agents like chlorine as after
coming in contact with am-
monia it will produce triha-
lomethane, which is carcino-
genic in nature.

4 Leakage Shotted
in Carrier Lined
Channel that
brings water from
Haryana to Delhi
4,0perations at
Chandrawal

and Wazirabad
treatment plants
suspended,
affecting supply

% Water with high levels of ammonia can
. damage internal organs

b of sensitive skin

1t can cause severe burns and scatring

cause temporary or permanent blindness

3

If it comes in contact with .;/Eljzfeyes, it can
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