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SCrefuses to defer SYL case hearing |
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- NEW. DELHE The Supreme
- Court on Wednesday re-

acted sharply and rejected a -
Punjab governmerit request

for posting the' hearing on
the crucial Sutlej-Yamuna

Link (SYL) ‘canal dispute .

matter after declaration of

. the Assembly poll results on '
;Marchn, e

- “What is the use of courts
waiting for election results,”

2 Bench comprising Justices -

P.C. Ghose and Amitava Roy
observed after senior advoc-
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ate Ram Jethmalani, appear-
ing for Punjab, made the

"The Bench then posted thgo
matter for hearing on Febru-
ary 22, o v <

“Kindly keep it (the matter
for hearing) after March 1.
The election result will be
announced on March 11,” Mr.

- Jethmalani had said earlier,

~ At the outset; the Punjab
government told the Bench
that it has not yet filed jts re-,

"' Sponse on Haryana's petition
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seeking -compliance of the '
apex court’s earlier ‘order |
and that it will be filed soon.
Jethmalani said they
would also file a rejoinder to
the reply filed by the Centre
and sought time for it, ‘
' The Bench, which said
that the interim’ order of
status’ quo will continue till
further order, asked Punjab
to file the response by Febru-
ary 20. The apex court had

-earlier _said - that - decrees -
""passed cannot be flouted.
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The Yamuna isasnow-fed riv-
er and its waters are crystal
clearatits sourcein Yamuno-
tri in the Himalayan ranges.
The water quality is quite
good till it reaches the Wazir-

" abad dam in Delhi. There-
after the stretch of the river
tillitleaves Delhiat Okhladam
istoxic and polluted. Theriv-
er supplies about a third of
Delhi&#39;s drinking water,
which getschanneledtoares-
ervoir in the northernmost cor-
ner of the city just before the
river turns toxic.

The 22 km it traverses in
Delhi is the most polluted
stretch of the river because
some 18 drains discharge ef-
fluents directly intoit. The dis-
solved oxygen is zero mean-
ingthatnoriver organismcan
survive intheriver waters.The
biochemical oxygen demand
(BOD)level and coliform count
is also critically bad. The
main sourcesof pollutionare
the discharge of untreated
municipal and household
wastes, industrial wastesand

" agriculture replacing wood-
lands and the resultant run-
- off of chemical manure, her-
bicides, weedicides and pesti-
cides.
‘ Addedtothisisthefact that
. thousands of acres of fertile
. floodplain have been conver-
ted into real estate along the
* YamunaExpressway, Thema-
; jorproblemisthatthereisno
- flow in the river except dur-
ing the short-lived monsoon.
* Atthe Wazirabad barrage, all
the available water is impoun-
ded to meet Delhi's require-
ments. Allthatremainsinthe
river is thedischargefrom 18
bigdrains which isanoxious
mix of sewage and industri-
al effluents.

1n 1994, the Supreme Court

had stipulatedreleaseof 10cu-

ews item/letter/article/ediiorial published on ’

Nav Bharat Times (Hingi)

Punjab Keshari (Hindj
The Hindu ( :

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)

Deccan Chronicle )
Deccan Herald

monthstoensureaminimum
flow. Yet the situation on the
ground remains unchanged.
Thebarrage gates areopened

~only during the ménsoon

months to release floodwa-
ters. The Yamuna water as it

* flows for 22 km in Delhi is to-

tally putrid. Whitefrothingwa-

- ter atseveral placesistestimo-

nytothe industrialand chem-
ical wastefrom factories. The

_colourof thewaterisblackand

the stench isoverbearing. Ac-
cording to the Central Pollu-
tion Board by thetime Yamu-

" naexits the city, the water qual-

ity islethal.It contains a con-
centration of 1.1 billion fecal
‘coliform bacteria per 100 mil-
lilitres of water. The standard
for bathing is 500 coliform
bacteria per 100 millilitres
Due to rapid urbanisation
and migration, a third of Del-
hi's population lives in unau-
thorised settlements with no
drainage connections.

Weak law enforcement is
not able to stop illegal dump-
ing of arsenic, zinc and mer-
cury, prevent pouring of raw
sewage into storm drains or
stopillegal cultivationof crops
on the contaminated flood-
plain. Hugeloads of flowers,
idols of deities, paper, plastic
and coconut husks end up in
theriver.

The Yamuna is adminis-
tered by about two dozen lo-
cal, stateand national govern-
mentagencies. Soitbecomes
difficult tofix accountability.
For instance, Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB), Central
Water Commission (CWC),
Delhi Pollution Control Com-
mittee (DPCC), State Pollution
Control Board (SPCB)regular-
ly monitor the Yamuna at 19
locations. Thishasnotresul-

mecs of water in the lean
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Yamuna needs people’smoveme

nt

ted inany improvement in the
river. The situation wasnotal-
wayslike this. Asperthe Gaz-
etteer of the Dethi District, 1883
84, Mahseer speciesthrivedin
this stretch. Muggers inhun-
dreds could be seen swim-
minginorbaskingon theedge
of the water in the afternoon.
Theriverteemed withfishand
other life forms even as late
as 1970s. - e e
Despite judicial interven-
tion, a strong civil society
presence, mediaattentionand
several research reports and
government action plans, the
plight of theriverremainsthe
same. Delhi citizenshave nev-
er taken out a mass people's

‘movement on this issue. As

long as there is supply of wa-
terforafew hours, citizensdon't
seemtobebothered thoughthe
sadstateof theriverisevident
to lakhs of Delhi'ites who
cross itin theirdaily commute.
The policy makers see the
provision of water for Delhi
as purely an engineering ex-
ercise. Water isbeing transpor-
ted fromlongdistances through
canalsand pipes. Construction
of more dams has been plan-
ned intheneighbouring states.
Unfortumately theriver hasnev-
er been seen as a living natu-
ral system that needs a mini-
mumflowtomaintainitseco-
logical integrity If allincom-
ingwaters is impounded atthe
entry point at Delhiand there
is no fresh water addition in
the entire stretch within Del-
hi, how will the river rejuve-
nateitself ? Delhicitizenshave
tobecome proactiveand force
the government fo have a
flowing river in the city.

(THE WRITER 18 ASSOCIATE PRO-
FESSOR, ZAKIR HUSAIN DELHI
COLLEGE, DELHI UNIVERSITY)
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