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‘Culture fest has altered floodplain ecosystem’
Bindu Shajan Perappadan

Environmentalists have objected to the organisers driving poles into the floodplains in clear violation of the National Green Tribunal
order.Photo: Shanker Chakravarty

: The three­day cultural extravaganza organised by the Art of Living Foundation (AoL) has altered the fragile ecosystem of the Yamuna
floodplains, say environmentalists.

According to them, the event has left “a gasping floodplain, with hardened soil and stripped of its natural vegetation and water­recharging
capabilities”.

“They have driven poles into the floodplains — for segregation, crowd management, and setting up lights and cellphone towers. This is a clear
violation of the National Green Tribunal order,” says environmentalist Anand Arya.

Mr. Arya says that Delhi has lost its sand banks.

“The porous sand on the floodplains has been hardened due to the use of bricks, stones, and other material. The area will now lose its ability
to recharge its water table,” he said.

“Levelling of ground damages the ecology and biodiversity of floodplains. A river is not just where the water channel is; it includes the
surrounding area. Anything done in this area would cause damage to the river, whether one admits it or not,” said the environmentalist.

Representatives of AoL, however, say that no environmental harm has been done. They maintain that they only cleared debris from the
floodplains, and that the ground was levelled to put carpets, chairs, etc.

The Foundation also claims to have appointed private agencies to clear garbage from the venue, clean mobile toilets, and fumigate the area.

The stage that was set up across seven acres at the venue will remain for another “two­three weeks”.

“Cleaning efforts will continue thereafter,” read a statement issued by AoL.

The choice of venue had come under fire from environmentalists, with the National Green Tribunal imposing a Rs. 5­crore fine on AoL as
environmental compensation.
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JNU inquiry report indicts 'faceless anti­nationals'

A copy of the high­level enquiry committee’s report on the February 9 incident in JNU is with The Hindu. The excerpts of
the report are as ... »
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Environment behind 1/4th of global deaths
Bloomberg | Mar 16, 2016, 10.36 AM IST

Printed from

W hile the Flint crisis may be an egregious example of cruelty

and neglect, the damaging consequences of a broken

environment are all around us, a new tally by the World

Health Organization shows. Nearly a quarter of all Nearly a

quarter of all deaths worldwide are caused by environmental risks like

polluted air, dirty water, hazardous workplaces and dangerous roads,

according to the WHO report. 

The global health authority estimates that 12.6 million deaths in 2012, or

about 23% of the total, were attributable to such factors. The burden is

greatest on the poor and the youngest. Mortality from environmental risks

is highest in sub-Saharan Africa and low and middle-income countries in

Asia.

The risks disproportionately affect children "because of their innate vulnerability," said Frederica Perera, director of Columbia

Center for Children's Environmental Health. 

The WHO report-which doesn't count risks such as smoking and diet-focuses on environmental risks that are the product of

the societal decisions that shape the world we live in. "Some of these are well known, such as unsafe drinking water and

sanitation," the report says.

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
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To get to those numbers, the WHO examined studies on risks for more than 100 types of diseases and injuries. 
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