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o Robust data first,
“atribunal later

Anomnibusmechanismfor solving river
water disputesmay notbeapanacead

' he summer of 2016 was our‘i&ke

ominous for Bangalore! .
After the Supreme Court

directed Karnataka o release 15,000 cusecs of

water every day for 10 days to Tamil Nadu, the

streets were afire with protests and violence

against Tamilians. The crux of the problem: While Karnataka

wanted arejigof the British-era Cauvery water agreement and

tripleitsshare, its neighbour argued that it needs more water

tosustain its agricultural requirement. Like the Cauvery dis-

pute, several other major inter-state disputes over water have

been in the works for more than two decades. In July 2014, the

government in the Rajya Sabha listed the number of exiting

disputes and their status at the various {ribunals that wereset

_uptofinda solution: Ravi and Beas Water Tribunal (sub-ju-

dice); Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal (sub judice); Krishna

Water Disputes Tribunal I-(subjudice), Vansadhara Water

Disputes Tribunal (status: decision awaited) and Mahadayi

Water Disputes Tribunal (decision awaited). The bill, water

minister Uma Bharti said, proposes tostreamlinethe adjudica-

tion of inter-state river water disputes and make the present

legaland institutional architecture robust. It proposes tointro-

duce amechanism to resolve the dispute amicably by negotia-

tions, through a Dispute Resolution Committee to be estab-

lished by the Centre, consisting of experts, before itisreferred
to the tribunal. ’

Many experts have criticised this move, saying thatitis

nothing but a change of “nameplate” and will not solve the

3 . problem. They say this because there isalack of reliableand

Covering L, ¥is transparent data (which can form thebasis of an adjudication)

and second, stateshave notbeen taken intoaccountonthe bill.

Though the Centre has invoked Article 262 tosay that itiswell

within its rights to do so, no water dispute canbe solved with-

out getting the stateson board, evenifthey are BJP-ruled ones.

For example, none of the interlinking projectshave gathered

steamn — even though in many cases the states involved are

. ____ BJpruled,simply because water is an emotive issue and the
local leaders have to take the electorate intoaccount.

There is a severe lack of comprehensive data thatlooksat

hydrology, meteorology, ecology and economy in an inte-

grated fashion. And we must not forget that climate change

will have strong impact and our older assumptions will not

remain valid and so fresh data i® absolutely necessary. With-

out having that data backbone, it will be difficult for a state-

__leveltribunal or a central body to solve any issue.
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