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Snowat Rohtang hits snow—cleanng ops

Dmm ManTA

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE T ,/6
MANDI, MARCH 15

- The inclement weather ham-
pered the snow-clearing
operation on the Manali-Leh

highway by the Border

Roads Organisation today.
The Rohtang Pass has been
closed since December for
the ftraffic  movement
because of heavy snowfall.

The weather had been
cloudy since morning, Later,
it started raining and snow-
ing in the area, which forced
the BRO to pull back its
workforce because the area is
prone to avalanches.

The BRO had started snow-
clearing operation on March
13.It had engaged five teams
comprising 22 persons in a
team from the Koksar and
Gulaba side to execute the
task. Talking to The Tribune,
BRO Commander Colonel
AK Awasthi said “Since
morning, the weather had
been inclement and it started
snowing heavily, forcing us to
pull back our workforce in

Vehicles covered under snow at Keylong in Lahaul-Spiti on Thursday. 'I"he opening of Rohtang will now depend on the weather PHOTO: JAl KUMAR

moved a few kilometres
ahead of the Beas Nullzh
toward Rohtang, where snow
is up to 20 feet high.”

“The opening of Rohtang

view of safety.”

He said, “The area is prone
to avalanches and during
rain, the probability of snow

avalanche is high. We have

will depend on the weather
conditions because last year
also, we had the same experi-
ence which delayed the
snow-clearing operation. The

BRO is focusing on to con-
nect Rohtang with Lahaul as
soon as possible for the bene-
fit of the people of the tribal
district,” he said.
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