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The monsoon may
rain on our parade

If the rains fail, the government must arrest the
slide in rural incomes with one-off schemes

olicymakers have no control ou

over fickle weather whims - Rt et

and complex forecasts, Regardless of the eventual

cotrse and quality of the swmmer rains, the early

predictions do give an early heads up of what is

Likely in the next few months, Yet, every drought
year, India’s response to deal with the seanty summer rains has
beenkneederk, marked by Iack of preparedness. For the second
successive year, the monsoon is Hikely to be below normal. The
India Meteorological Department’s (IMD’s) revision — which
had forecast ‘helow normar’ monsoon in April — will poten-
tially toughen challenges for the Narendra Modi government,
already battling a farm crisis triggered by unseasonal rains
in March. Many have raised guestions about the accuracy of
IMD forecasts. For instance, in 2009, when India had its worst
drought in decades, the IMD had predicted anormal monsoon.

Already, India has had to contend with a reduced win-
ter harvest on wheat output and a slew of other food CTops.
The probability of a poor monsoon is due to g brewing E]
Nino, a weather glitch marked by higher-thannormal Pacific
temperatures. Risks of a food-prices spiral are somewhat
higher this summer, when the impact of unseasonal rains is
expected {o be felt, According to analysts, vegetable prices
could increase by 20-30% in the next three months, pushing
retail food inflation up to 10% by June. Early weather alerts
are aimed at helping governments and farmers prepare for
any eventuality The most tangible impact of deficient rain is
felt through higher inflation as crops get affected because of
reduced supplies, raising final prices of food tems. Already,
India’s constumer price inflation edged up t0 5.01% in May.
This could worsen in Jane if the current trend in high veg-
etable prices continues,

Dipping farm incomes could leave the Centre vulner-
able to sharper Opposition attacks. When the rains fail, fewer
people are engaged on farms, This in turn brings down rural
wages. It is critical to arrest the stide inrural incomes by
announcing schemes or measures, even if these are one-off
in nature. For instance, a higher wage under the MGNREGA,
&8s a one-off measure in a crigis year, can keep rural wages
going even if there were fower jobs onfarms, The movement
of the rain clouds over the next few weeks will clearly hold
which way the food prices and rural income trend lines are
headed this year.
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NEW DELHE Nearly 40 vears affer
it was conceived, India will
finally Isunch its ambitious river
instertinking project in December
ta jrrigate parched farmiands
and generate power

The 30-1ink project would
start with the linking of Ken
and Betwa rivers to provide
irrigation facility to water-
deficient Raisen and Vidisha
districts of central Madhya
Pradesh. The two rivers — that
constitute phase 1 and 2of the
project — fiow through MP and
Uttar Pradesh,

Estimated to cost mere than
27,600 erore, the Ken-Betwa link
will facititate the annual irri-
gation of 4.46 lakh hectares of

project to begin
with Ken and Betwa this year
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Source: NWDA

land - three times the size
of Nethi.

“The detalled project report
and other formalities have been
completed, We expect the work
tostart from December: Detailed
reports for some other projects
foo have heen completed and
the construction work on those

links would also start gradually”
said 8 Masceod Hussain, director
general of the National Water
Development Agency (NWEDA),
which has heen entrusted with
the project. Theagency fafls undey
the ministry of water resources,
Construction on the
Dramanganga-Pinjal and Par-
, Tapl-Narmada links in Gujarat
and Maharashira and the second
7 phaseof the Ken-Betwa link coulid
prajectreparts aiready completed.
Theproject —assigned asa pri-
ority under the Vaipayee povern-
ment —raceived 2 renewed push
under PM Narendya Modi whoset
upaspecial commitiee lomonitor
its execution in September Just
year A separate task force was
also constituted in April.
CONTINUED DN PAGE 6
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River linking
Acgording to Hussain, the
project is important for-the
country's water security but
environmentalists have their
oWnR concerns, “What is the
point having such a project
which will cause deforesta-
tion, dispiacement of people
ang increase the impact of cli-
mate change? There are cost
effective alternatives such as
water harvesting and water-
shed management which the
government does not want
to explore,” said Himanshu

Thakkar of the South Asia
Network on Dams, Rivers and
People.

Disagreeing with Thakkar,
NWDA chief Hussain told
HT that the project reports
take every possible risk into
account and incorporate cor-
rective measures.

The project is expected to
generate 34,000 megawatis of
power and raise the uitimate
irrigation potentiai from 140
million hectare to 175 miftion
hectare. The entire project was
estimated af 5.6 Jakh crore 16
vears ago but officials say it
may cost much more, The final
sum woukd be known once the
detatled reports for all 30Jinks
are complete.
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RAIN 13% ABOVE NORMAL

A person wades through a flooded road after heavy rainin
Vadodara on Monday. Good rainfall, nearly 13 percent above
normal, has so far been recorded across the country this year,
according to the Metearclogical department. Bhupendra Rana
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WEATHER WAICH (City-wise reading yesterday)

For metios highlighted, readings show max. temperafure

Ty

fmagn & Dats: India Meteorologics! Depariient

Forecast for Tuesday: Heavy to very heavy rainfall would occur at isolafed
places over Andaman & Nicobar Islards, Heavy rainfall would occur at isolated
places over sub-Himalayan West Bengal, Sikkim, Assam, Meghalaya and Korkan

~ Max Min Max Min . M Min
Agartala 25T Kubbali 261 211 New Delhi 322155
Ahmedabad 13831276 Hyderabad 306|225 | Patna 3791 25
Hlahabad 4071239 imphat 3051 22.2 : Port Blair . 304 1261
 Aizaw 268 16: jair 3T Pupe 164 (227
Bengature BI85 1 Kohima 2541 143 ¢ Puduchenry Bi) B
Bhopal 9244 ¢ Kolkata 3311254 | Raipor 365 (M7
Shubaneswar  [368 2481 Kochi 324125.2  Ranchi 35 224
Chandigarh 35 26 Korhikode 341247 1 Shilone A2 i3
Chennal 3741284 ¢ Kumool 343 24 Shimla 451145
Coimbatore BAID4 ) Lucknow 3941265 Srinagar 51 M
Dehradun 3241214 | Madural 3151261 ; Vilayawada B M
Gangtok 2511565 Mangalury 28.2] 221 Visskhapatram | 30.7 (265
fiea 26 24 Mumbe Z181 385 | Thmvrantupuam: 305 246
Guwahatt REL M Mysur 2981185 : Vinuchi 358 1264
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(F ASHAN VOICES
Fiood-hit people
face drinking water
crisis in Bangladesh

e need for drinking
sater and food is grow-
ing In the country’s
north and northeast
where flood has forced thou-
sands to move {o embankments
and roads. Heavy rain over the
last few days has caused the
Jamuna, Brahmaputra, Teesta,
$harla, and the Dudhkumar to
flow above their danger levels
at several places,

With partial collapse of
embankmentis, water rushed
into low lying areas and vast
chars and devoured houses,
schools and other struectures. A
huge area of cropland has gone
under water in the ficod hit
regions.Many more areas of
Rangpur, Rajshahi angd Sylhet
divisions are now under threat
as the flood situation worgens.

Those marconed and living
on embankments and roads
alleged that they were facing
shortage of food and drinking

i i : water but

# the
ties have not yet come up with
relief materials. “Most poor
people of the flocd - hit areas are
facing acute crisis of food and
drinking water. They are gath-
ering and waiting for retief
every day, but no organisation
has come up to help vet,” said
Abdul Gafur, Jattrapur UP
chairman, in Kurigram. Arou
ng 48,066 people of 42 unions in
Kurigram have been marooned
by the Brahmaputra, Dudhks
mar, Dharla, Teesta and the
Gangadhar rivers overflowing.
The plying of heavy vehicles
via BhurungamariSonahat
Land Port Road has been sus.
pended as about 50 metres of
the road was ercded by the
Hudhkumar river yesterday In
Gatbandha, the Brahmaputra
was flowing 2icm above the
danger mark at Fulchari yvester
day, ficoding fresh areas. Over
25 004 pecple have been maroo-
ned in char areas of Gaiband:
ha, while many are living with
cattie and pouliry on embank-
ments and roads.
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Monsoon gets a|
boost, rains 13%
above normal

A GOOD START

15ty L

Rainfall in mm
{16.2015 to 15.6.2015)
Actual

| Normal | %DBeparture

696 | 614 |

15 1un
5 10D 5415

13

530

W EXCesS (+209% more}

-« Normal {+39% to -1%%)
Deficient ¢-70% o to -59%)

w Scanty (-5 to - H0%)

Tives News NETwork

New Dethi: The monsoon
hasgot off toagond startafter
a shightiy delayed onset, with
widespread showers over the
past five days taking the na
tlonal rain tally to 13% above
noyrmal sofar this month.

The surge in rains has
been aided by a favourable
weather system in the indi
an QOcean that is expected to
lastanother fourfivedays,a
senior Met official said.

The northern limit of
the monsoon currently cuts
threugh the southern tip of
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, southern
Odisha and the eastern part
of Bengal, IMD officials ex-
pect the monsoon to cover
more parts of Odisha and
Bengal, snd enter Biharand
Jharkhand inthenext three.
fourdays.

The showers since last

week have brought some
cheer in an otherwise sub.
par forecast for this year's
monsoon. Rains during this
peried have been good in
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pra.
desh, west MP Vidarbha
and  Marathwada, apart
from the Northeast.

A top IMD scientist saida
rain-bearing system called
the Madden Julian Oscilla.
tion (MJO) was currently
passing through the indian
Qcean and had energized the
Bay of Bengal arm of the
monsoon, MJO is an east
ward moving pulse of cloud
and rain near the eguator
that typically recurs every 3¢
to6ddays, “The MJO is Hiely
to continue bringingrain for
thenext fourdays,” hesaid,

The Arabian Sea arm of
the monsoon, however, re
mains weak and rains over
the western coast, particular
ly Kerala, has been poorsofar,

]
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Heavy rain, taxi strike hit life in Mumbai

Suiv Koman
RCE

TRITIME NEWE &

MuMBAIL FIINE 1S
Heavy rain coupled with &
strike by taxi and suto-rick-
shaw drivers threw life out
of gear in Mumbai today.
Continuous rains for the
third day today saw waler-
logging at many places in
Mumbai, Several low-lying
areas in Central Mumbai
and the Western Suburbs
were flooded this morning
and commuters had to wade
through water 1o reach the
nearest railway stations in
order to report for work.
“Tree falls and road acci-
dents were reported from
many places in Mumbai,
Thane and other places,” an
official of the fire brigade’s
control room said. However,
there were no casuaities.
"The suburban sections of
both Western and Central

A high tide strikes houses in Mumbai on Monday. el

Railways reported normal
operations  though irains
were more crowded than usu-
al because of & gtrike by taxis
and auto-rickshaw drivers,

"The strike was called by the
Swabhiman Union, which is
affilisted 10 a political organ-
isation fioated by the sons of
former Maharashira Chief
Minister Narayan Rane.

Though the union does
not enjoy much support
among taxi and aute-rick-
shaw drivers, the fear of
violence by Rane's sup-
porters forced many vehi-
¢le owners to pull out of the
roads by mid-morning.

The union is demanding a
han on mobile app taxis
such as Uber, Ola, Mery, elc.
However with the rains
abating by late afternoon
and faxi eperators refurn-
ing to wark, life refurned to
normal later in the day.
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MUMBAI/BHOPAL/BHUBANE

SWAR/NEW DELMWI, DHNS
AND AGENCIES: Rainfall con-
tineed in several parts of the
country, even as the monsoon
entered Madhya Pradesh on
Sunday and began advancing

I Maharashtra, Marathwa-
daand Konkan coast witnessed
heavy rains, while Mumbagkars
threnged beaches and
seafroms to celebrate their first
wetweekend of the year,

The whole of Mumbai Met-
i ropolitan Area (MMA) experi-
enced good showers, relieving
people from the oppressing
heat. Polling at Vasai-Virar sub-
urbs for the civic polls was
recorded 50 per cent, 45 many
stayed indoors due to intermit-
tentrains and traffic snarls,

People in Mumbai thronged
at the Marine Drive, Gateway
of India-Apolio Bunder, Bandra
Bandstand and beaches like
Juhu chowpatty and Girgaum
chowpatty.

Meanwhile, a top Met de-
partinent official in Madhya
Pradesh said rains would con-
tinue 1o lash the state for the
next 24 hours following the as-
- rival of mensoon in the state
on Sunday.

“Monsoon today (Sunday)
entered extreme suuth-west
MP, including Indore, and
south-east Madhya Pradesh”
Indian Meteorological Centre’s
(TMC) Bhopal-based regional
office Director Dr Anupam
Kashyapi told PTT,

While the monscon originat-
ing from the Arabian Sea en-
tered the state’s extreme south-
ern region, rains from Pay of
Bengal also arrived on the

2
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Monsoon advances: Delhi, Mumbai get first wet weekend

SEASPRAY: People enjoy high tide during monseon rain's in Mu'mbai on Sunday.

south-eastern part.

Bhopal Met department of-
ficer Yogesh Shrvastava said
rainfall was recorded on Sun-
day in several parts of Rewa,
Shahdol, Jabalpur, Sagar,
Hoshangabad, Bhopal, Indore,
Uljain, Gwalior and Charmbal
divisions. In Odisha, rains ad-
vanced to more paris on Sun-

Covering ., Yis

day, having entered the state
through the southern district
of Malkangjri on Saturday.
Monsoon rains became ac-
tive in Nawasangpur and Ko-
raputdistricts on Sanday, while
also covering severai parts of
Nuapada, Kalahandi and Raya-
gada. A sendor IMD official said
the monsoon would spread

PTI

across the state in thenext two
to three days,

Wet weather in Delhi
plunged the temperatures sev-
eral notches, relieving resi-
dents from the clatches of the
intense heat wave,

After a massive dust storm
Saturday evening, intermittent
showers continued and the city

received moderate rainfall of
25.7 mm. Light rains are ex-
pected to continue for the next
couple of days.

Palam station recorded 37.60
mm: rainfail, while Lodhi Roag
recorded 24.8 mm and Aya Na-
gar 517 i rains since Satur-
day moerning, said a Met offi-
cial.
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‘Monsoon
beats IMD
prediction

DC CDRRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JUNE 13

After a prolonged wait the

sputhwest monscon has

arrivéd in Telangana on

Saturday and covered the
. enfire staie.

The IMI) failed to get the
monsoon’s arrival date,
accurately. However, at
ieast it was in close prox
Imity.

While the onset of mon-
soon over AP was expect
edtebeon June5and then
into Telangana, the IMD
kept increasing the onset
date from June 5 by 48
hours every day until the
monsoeh arvived in A? on
June 16

m Page 2: Ashooba
SR
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Cyclone blamed_for
poor prediction

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELME HINE 13

On Friday, the IMD offd

. glals said that monsoon

would arrive in T8 within
five days, however, the
monsoon not just arrived
but covered the entire state
by Saturday. )

Fhis continuous and dra:
matic deviation beiween
the predicted and actual
monsoon dates by the IMD
this year is hecause of the
Cyclone Ashooba, which
diverted the monseon from
its original ifrack along
with some other chmatlc
factors.

, On Saturday, many areas

of - T8, including
Hyderabad, received rain-
fail. Heavy rainfall was
witnessed at Saroerhagar

in the city, where it rained

14 om nundating the low

Tyving areas, and also at

Sultanabad (8.icm) in
Karimnagar- and Madnor
{7.2 cm} in Nizamabad.
Rainfall brought traffic
to standstili at some places
due fo waterlogging in

 Hyderabad, especialiy at

fower - Tank Bund,
Puranapul graveyvarg, Fiza

‘Hotel, Danamma Hut

towards Baba Kanta and at
Painy Normal rainfali was
witnessed in almost ali dis-
triets of the state,
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Central Water Commission
Technical Documentation Directorate
Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section
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725{A), North,Sewa Bhawan,
R.K. Puram, New Delhi - 66.

Dated [é é .28

Subject. Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on
the CWC website.

hiwﬁ“/‘;"]lg

< O
X( Assistant Director {publicity)

Encl; As stated above.

Editor, Bhagirath (English) & Publicity

Direcior (T.D)

For information of Chairman &Member {(WP&P/DE&R/R.M.), CWC and all concerned,
uploaded at www.cwao.nic.in
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