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Pre-monsoon showers lash
state, Ghumarwm wettest

TRIBUNE REPORTERS

SHIMLA, JUNE 15
Pre-monsoon showers
lashed several parts of the
state today, causing a sharp
fall in minimum tempera-
tures at some places.
Ghumarwin in Bilaspur
district was the wettest in
the region with 105 mm rain
while Berthin and Kasauli
recorded 82 mm and 73 mm
rain, followed by Paonta
Sahib 70 mm, Arki 69 mm,
Bhawarna 65 mm and
Dehra Gopipur 63 mm.
Aghar, Mehre and Hamir-
pur had 58 mm, 48 mm and
40 mm rain while Bhoran;]
and Ghamroor received
35mm rain, followed by
Sundernagar and Amb 31
mm, Jhandutta and
Dharampur 30 mm,
Nainadevi 22 mm, Bilaspur
19 mm and Shimla 15 mm.
The local Met office has
predicted rains or
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An auto makes way through an inundated road in Mandi.

thundershowers in lower,
mid and higher hill over the
next six days.
KANGRA: Kangra valley
was on Wednesday drenched
following heavy rains giving
people respite from the
scorching heat the valley
was experiencing for the last
more than a fortmght.
Kangra experienced the
hottest day of the season on

June 4 with mercury touch-

ing 41.6 degree Celsius

but today’s showers gave
much needed respite to the
people.

The rains started in the

night. In the morning 1t

rained heavily for an hour.
The sky was overcast in the
valley with clouds since
morning and remained so
for the entire day.
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ARCTIC MELTING

The Arctic in particular
experienced abnormal
heat, causing Arctic sea

ice and the Greenland ice
sheet to start melting
unusually early, said NASA

Th = SR T i T |
DETReAssaNe TribuRe Guwahati )

jjerﬁe;wﬁﬁésr@hd@ﬁmumbai) n2 Degra Dot Gl

Alaska recorded its warm-

est spring on record by a
wide margin, and in
Finland the average May
temperature was between
three and five degrees
warmer than usual in
most regions, according to
data from the Finnish
Meteorological Institute

THE REASONS

Now dissipated, the El
Nino weather pattern
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factored into 2014’s
record-setting
heat, but
meteorologists
say greenhouse —==
gases emitted 0
from human
activities remain
the underlying cause

OTHER EXTREME
EVENTS

The record temperatures
in May were accompanied
by other extreme events,

including very heavy
precipitation in parts of
Europe and the southern
US, and widespread and
severe coral reef
bleaching

qcar )

Maj’é temperatures broke global records yet again, as
the northern hemisphere’s hottest spring on record
ended, statistics by NASA showed

2016 HOTTEST
'YEAR?

The US National
Oceanic and
Atmospheric
Administration
(NOAA) is expected
to announce complete
global May temperature
records in the coming days

Recent predictions by US
scientists anticipate that
2016 will go down as
Earth’s hottest year on
record — on the heels of

record-setting years in 2014
and 2015

The first four months of
2016 were the warmest
globally in 136 years.
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A woman gets drenched as heavy rain lashes Mangaluru on Monday. DH PHOTO
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-00-acre Madiwa

BENGALURU, DHNS: The
brains behind the revival of the
Yamuna banks are now work-
ing to rejuvenate Madiwala
1 ake to make it a model biodi-
versity park in five years.

On the recommendations of
the Karnataka Jnana Ayoga
(Knowledge Commission), the
Karnataka Lake Conservation
and Development Authority

(KLCDA) will revive the 200-

acre lake, K Kasturirangan, Sci-
entist and KJA chairman said
on Monday.

He was speaking at the
workshop - Bring Back the
Lakes - organised by KLCDA,

Department of Forests, Envi-
" onment and Ecology and CII-
Bengaluru. The workshop was
inaugurated by Forest, Envi-
ronment and Ecology Minister
Ramanath Rai.
" Kasturirangan added that at-
' ter a detailed survey of the city’s
lakes, the commission chose
Madiwala lake and started the
rejuvenation in January. CR
Babu, ecologist and Dethi Uni-
versity professor, who worked
on reviving the Yamuna banks,
is guiding the development.

With a fund of Rs 25-28 lakh
from the Karnataka goveri-
ment, KLCDA will make Madi-
wala lake a biodiversity park.
Tendering for desilting is under
way. State-of-the-art technology
t-om Maharashtra will be used
to desilt the lake without drain-
ing the water. A herbal garden
with native tree Species, walk-
waysand interpretation centre
will be created. In five years
time, the lake will be revived to
what is was 50 years ago.

Tn 2008, locals and the forest
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to get a fresh lease of life
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The Madiwala lake willbe developedasa biodiversity park

in five years. DH FILE PHOTO

department had revived Madi-
wala lake. But because of poor
maintenance, it was contami-
nated again. Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah had allocated Rs
2472 crore in the state budget
for Madiwala lake.

Additional chief secretary,
DFEE, TM Vijay Bhaskar said
sewage was the biggest prob-
lem for city lakes. Tenders by
BWSSB are in the process 10
install sewage treatment plants
in three to four years.

KCLDA CEO Ajai Misra said
the body will be a link between
lake custodians and people
coming forward to revive lakes
under corporate social respon-
sibility. A special purpose vehi-
cle will be created for each lake.

Former Karnataka Task
Force Chairman V Balasubra-
maniam said in 10 years, half
of Bengaluru will have 10 be
evacuated as no water will be
left. A report by Institute of So-
cial and Economic Change
states 50% borewell water 1S
contaminated, which makes re-
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Lake concerns

Companies which signed ex-
pression of interest and lakes
chosen

@ Biocon - Hebbagodi Lake in
Electronics City

& United Brewerlies Ltd -
sommanahalli Lake in Nela-
mangala |

B Wipro - Marakondanahalll
Lake

B Mphasis - Mahadevapura
Lake |

| Sansera Engineering Pvt

| td - Bommasandra and Kel-
sanayakanahaHiLakes

# BEL - Doddabommasandra
lake

The workshop was aimed at
reaching out to stake holders
and bringing abouta coherent
change in the current system.
Corporates signed an expres:
sion of interest with KLCDA
which will actas a single-win-
dow agency for lake revival.
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BENGALURU: It was a differ-
ent Monday for Bengalure-
ans as the sun and rain
played hide and seek all
through the day. This hap-
pened as the south west
monsoon is in full swing,
said India Meteorological
Department (IMD) officials.
Bengaluru and other parts
of the state are set to get more
rain in the coming days, IMD
officials said. “There will be ac-
tive spells and then break
spells- rain followed by sun
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onsoon in full s

shine,” explained IMD- Ben-
galuru Director in-charge Gee-
ta Agnihotri.

While some citizens were
seen running for shelter, some
were seen enjoying the chilly
weather and short spells of
rain. Upto 5.30 pm on Monday,
the city recorded 8.7 mm rain-
fall, while HAL airport received
10.8 mm rainfall.

The maximum tempera-
tures were below normal and
the minimum temperatures
were near normal on Mon-

A

day. Normal maximum and
minimum being 29 and 20
degree Celsius respectively.
The maximum and minimum
temperatures in the city were

26.2 and 20.7 degree Celsius
respectively.

Water logging

Rain lead to water logging near
Vivekanagar police station and
this resulted in traffic jams in
surrounding areas. A tree fell
ona car at 24th Main HSR Lay-
out, but no casualties were re-
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wing, city to get more rain

ported. Another tree fell at
33rd cross, Jayanagar and
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahana-
gara Palike rescue team rushed
the spot and cleared it.

Traffic affected

Vehicular movement was af-
fected at several places and
came to a halt for a while in Ko-
ramangala, Sarjapur road,
Madiwala, HSR Layout,
Baiyappanahalli, Old Madras
Road, Central Silk Board Junc-
tion, Hebbal, R T Nagar,

Peenya, South End Circle and
Bannerghatta Road, said the
police.

Slow movement of vehicles
in central business district had
a rippling effect on the sur-
rounding areas. Road users
had a gruelling time on Plat-
form Road, Sheshadri Road,
KR Circle, Hudson Circle, Res-
idency Road, added the police.
The police deployed additional
personnel to manually regu-
late the traffic.

DH News Service
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0 escape fro?h ﬁeaw rn near Tow
Sirsi Circle flyover, which witnessed traffic traffic jam following rainfall. oH PHOTOS

A tre branc rashd on a tempo following heavy ain Agara, HSR Layout.h oh Mday evening. A man I'UII‘I-S
Motorists struggle to navigate the waterlogged
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Rains batter Hosapete,

Kodagu:; C

BENGALURU: Rains contin-
ved to lash parts of the
state on Monday.

Dakshina Kannada district
experienced moderate rainfall
on Monday. In the last 24
hours, the district received an
average of 26.8 mm rain. This
includes—Mangaluru (41.5
mm), Belthangady—(26.3) ,
Puttur—(25.9) Sullia—(22.2)
and Bantwal—18 mm.

Udupi district recorded
44.5 mm of rain on Monday.

Monsoon has intensified
across Kodagu district. The
district experienced rainfall
for the whole day. There was
heavy rain in Virajpet and
Somwarpet. The water-level
in river Cauvery at Bhagaman-
dala has increased.

Dharwad city too received
heavy rain towards evening.
With the taluk receiving good
rains for the last 15 days, agri-
cultural activities have picked
up. Some farmers have taken
up sowing operations. Hub-
balli received light drizzle in
the afternoon.

Bhatkal, Honnavar, Karwar
and Gokarna in Uttara Kan-
nada district received moder-
ate rains. There was only drz-
zle in Haveri though the sky
remained overcast. Gadag dis-
trict has been receiving light
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Abbey Falls near Madikeri in Kodagu district has become a
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dazzling sight for the tourists, following showers in the last

few days. DH PHOTO/RANGASWAMY

rains for the past three days.
The district has recorded a
rainfall of 44 mm till June 12.

A house collapsed in Nar-
gund killing an ox and dam-
aging household articles.
Bagalkot town and surround-
ing areas received light rains
for the whole day.

Hospate town in Ballari dis-
trict received heavy rains for
the whole day on Monday. The
showers which started around
11 in the morning lashed the
town till 6 pm affecting normal
life.

Students had to struggle
reaching their schools and col-

leges. Several roads in the

town were waterlogged. How- |

ever, there have been no re-
ports of any loss of life or prop-

erty.

Moderate rains lashed sev- |

eral parts Shivamogga the dis-
trict. Shivamogga, Bhadra-
vathi, Shikaripur, Hosanagar,
Sagar and Thirthahalli re-
ceived moderate rains inter-
mittently throughout the day.
The intensity was less com-
pared to the previous days.
Most parts of the district wit-
nessed cloudy weather

throughout the day.
DH News Service
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- TO THE EDITO R

Link the rivers to benefzt farmer:

SIR, The environment approval
for the Ken-Betwa river linking
project together with the asso-
ciated dam on Ken river is justi-
fied. The proposal was mooted
by Uma Bharati, the Water
Resources minister, according
to a report in your paper on 3
June. The project will benefit
the farmers of the Bundelk-
hand region that straddles
Madhya Pradesh and Uttar
Pradesh. Both Ken and Betwa
rivers are part of the Ganga
basin and the proposed dam
with the reservoir will store the
monsoon water, which is other-
wise wasted. This will in the
long run improve the water
regime of the river basin and
even check floods.

The linking of rivers pro-
posed during the Atal Beharl
Vajpayee government involved
14 Himalavan and 16 peninsu-
lar rivers, which were proposed
to be connected by canals. The
Himalayan rivers are all part of
the Ganga basin and they feed
the Ganga throughout the year.
Any attempt to divert water
from these rivers into the Dec-
can outlets might spell disaster
for the Ganga basin which 18
the granary of the country.
Although a perennial river, the
gquantum of summer flow into
the Ganga is already under con-
siderable strain because the

3
Covering L., YIS

Gangotri has started to recede
due to global warming. Anoth-
er factor is the reckless use and
wastage of water for irrigation
and industries in Uttarakhand,
UP and Bihar.

The situation is already
alarming at the Farakka Bar-
rage site located in the Lower
Ganga basin, where some units
of the Super Thermal Power
Station of NTPC have to be clo-

sed every year for dearth of wa-
ter in summer. In March this
vear, all the six units of the po-
wer station had to be shut down
for two weeks and 13 barges
carrying coal to Farakka from
Haldia were stranded in the
Bhagirathi bed. The stipulated
volume of water from the Fara-
kka Barrage to Kolkata Port
cannot be ensured, and this has
resulted in siltation. Thus,

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)

every drop of water in the
Ganga basin must be conserved
where it is generated to augme-
nt the summer flow. In this con-
text there seems to be no other
alternative but to construct the
proposed dam on the Ken river
and other tributaries of the
Ganga, wherever feasible.
Yours, etc., Dilip Kumar Roy),
Kolkata, 11 June.
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Situation dismal, says SC food panel member

NEW DELHI, JUNE 15

THE PRINCIPAL Advisor to the

Supreme Court Food Commiis- -

sion, Biraj Patnaik, has termed
the overall food situation in the
country as “dismal”, saying that
despite clear directions from the
apex court on drought, nothing
has happened on the ground.
The Food Commission was
appointed by the Supreme Court
in 2003 to monitor schemes of
the government in the landmark

Right to Food case. Its commis-.

sioners oversee food schemesin
states, assist state and Central
governments in policymaking,
and provide periodic reports to
the apex court.

While monsoon has arrived,
the recent drought, among the
worst in independent India, con-
tinues to have its impact on
about one-fourth of India’s pop-
ulation and a significant portion
of rural India.

OnMay 11, the Supreme Court
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had ruled that the drought be con-
sidered a disaster, laying down

certain directions for the Centre -

and state governments to follow.

“The court directed states to
provide mid-day meals to chil-
dren even during the summer
break at schools,” Patnaik says.
“But states like fharkhand had
not even bothered to go to the
Centre for funds till the summer
vacations started.”

In many blocks of Jharkhand,
some of the most marginalised
communities like the Ho tribe
have not got even their regular
PDS foodgrains for two months
now, he adds, while in
Maharashtra, which is among
the worst-hit, many schools are
not offering mid-day meals.

“Not a single state has issued
instructions to make the provision
of foodgrains through PDS univer-
sal,” Patnaik adds. “Even the roll-
out the National Food Security Act
(NFSA) enacted in 2013 is not
complete. In UP. for instance, only
names have been added to the
website, and no distribution of

cards has happened except in
parts of Bundelkhand. UPis hence
losing out on Central funds.”
Patnaik, who was closely in-
volved in drafting of the NFSA,
slams the states and.Centre for
the delay. “The NDA government
has chosen to extend the dead-

-line for compliance for the Act

three times. Such ‘extensions’
cannot be done through an ex-
ecutive action but need parlia-
mentary sanction, which was
not taken in this case.”

Right now, the NFSAis being

implemented by the Ministry of
Women and Child Development
in just 53 districts, as a badly de-

Biraj Patnaik (above) says
measures like the water
train to Latur are nothing
more than photo |
opportunities, given the
scale of the problem.

W .

signed pilot, with new and tricky
requirements like two-child
norm and a minimum age for
pregnant mothers.

While the NFSA implemen-
tation is estimated to cost
around Rs 15,000 crore inall, the
Centre budgeted just Rs 400
crore for it in 2016. Even the pilot

alone cost Rs 438 crore.

“The budget for the flagship
Integrated Child Development
Services programme, also a part
of the NFSA, has also seen severe
cuts,” Patnaik adds.

If this had been the third year
of the implementation of the
NF5A instead, he says, “systems
would have been in place to
reach out to 75 per cent of the ru-
ral population”.

Patnaik points out that the de-
lay on the NFSA has coincided
with “budgetary cuts” in the MN-
REGS. “The standard response in
any drought situation is drought-
relief works, and creation of em-
ployment and assets that help
people. This has been in place
since before Independence, inthe
form of ‘famine codes’. But the
MNREGA, our flagship employ-
ment programme, has been a vic-
tim of budgetary cuts, with no at-
tempts to bolster spending in the
present year. Thereis a ‘hike’in the
MNREGA, with a total allocation
of Rs 43,000 crore, but in reality,
this masks the burden of last

year's unpaid wages. So you can
subtract Rs 12,000 crore from
this... Inadroughtyear, the tragedy
1sthat the allocationisless by 220
million MNREGA days!”

Patnaik says measures like
the water train to Latur are noth-
ing more than photo opportuni-
ties, given the scale of the prob-
lem. “The media covered these
trains with much fanfare. As far
as the train to Latur in
Maharashtra goes, the first train
delivered just 1.5 litres of water
per capita to the parched town.”

Incomparison, he says, more
water is supplied per tiger to na-
tional parks such as in jim

‘Corbett every summer.

Stressing how governments
can do much more, Patnaik says,
“There is an old Marathi saying,
that drought is ‘not aasmani but
sultant’, referring to droughts as
afailure of administration rather
than the failure of rains. Sadly,
this centuries-old saying holds
true even today, in this era of ‘no
vision, all television’ model of
governance.”
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WELCOME RELIEF: People returning from work were caught in a sudden shower in L{Wow on Wednesday. PHOTO: RAJEEV BHATT

Rain lashes many areas in

NEW DELHI: Mercury hovered
around normal levels as rain
lashed many areas of north-
ern India on Wednesday
even though high levels of
humidity caused discomfort
to people.

In the national capital,
maximum temperature was
recorded at 38.4 degrees Cel-

sius, a notch below normal,

while the minimum temper-
ature settled at 30.5 degrees
Celsius, three notches above
the season’s average, a MeT

3
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department official said.
However, high humidity,
which oscillated between 73
and 48 per cent, caused dis-
comfort to the people.
Rains lashed many areas in

Punjab and Haryana, leading
to drop in day temperatures.

The Union Territory of
Chandigarh recorded 11.1 mm
of rain. It recorded its maxi-
mum at 33.5 degrees Celstus,

five notches below normal.

In Haryana, Ambala and
Yamunanagar received 14.4

mm and 14 mm of rain, while
Panchkula and Karnal re-
corded 9 mm and 3.2 mm
rain, respectively. Amritsar
in Punjab received heavy
showers at 18.4 mm and Lud-
hiana got 7.2 mm of rain.

Thundershoﬁvers

Meanwhile, some parts of
Uttar Pradesh witnessed
light to moderate rain and
thundershowers, leading to a
fall in day temperatures.

According to the MeT of-

orth India

fice in Lucknow, day temper-
atures fell in Agra,-Bareilly
and Meerut divisions. Day
temperatures hovered below
normal levels in Agra and
Meerut divisions.

Allahabad recorded the
State’s highest temperature
at 43.5 degrees Celsius, three
notches above normal, fol-
lowed by Churk (424 de-
grees Celsius), Banda (42.2
degrees Celsius) and Luck-
now (41.8 degrees Celsius).

-PTI



&Q{/Qn the

M.P.Chronicle

A aj (Hindi)

Indian Nation

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
Blitz

x\/’
News ltemlletterla\rtlc/leleditorlal published on Z f

Nav Bharat Times (Hmdl)
Punjab Keshari (Hindi)
The Hindu

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald

Hindustan Times
Statesman

The Times of India (N.D.)
Indian Express

Tribune

Hindustan (Hindi)

3
Covering L., YIS

WATER DISPUTE

‘Haryana must get its

?

share from Yamuna 3
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¢ htreporters@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Haryana chief
minister Manohar Lal Khattar
on Wednesday urged the National
Capital Region Planning Board
(NCRPB) to ensure release of the
state’s legitimate share of water
from Yamuna and asked the Delhi
government to pay 150 crore on
account of the extra raw water
supplied.

He also sought early execu-
tion of the Renuka, Kishau and
Lakhwar dam projects to over-
come water shortage in the state.

Speaking at the 36th meeting
of NCRPB in Delhi, Khattar said
that Dethi’s withdrawal of water
from Haryana resulted in reduc-
tion of the state’s legitimate share
from Yamuna and caused extreme
hardship to the people of the state.

Khattar said that large dry and
arid areas of Faridabad, Palwal

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC.

» Manohar Lal Khattar

and Mewat districts of Haryana
falling in the National Capital
Region were being deprived of
their legitimate share in Yamuna
water as water meant for the areas
was hot being released at Okhla.
The chief minister said the
Upper Yamuna River Board 1s
planning to install telemetry
system at different points on
Yamuna for accurate assessment
of the flow in the river and this
will help Haryana get water as
per its share in Gurgaon canal.
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