Central Water Commission
Technical Documentation Directorate
Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section
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West Block I,  Wing No-5
R K Puram, New Delhi — 66.

Dated [b = F b?@(g

Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on

the CWC website.
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For information of Chairman &Member (WP&P/D&R/R.M. ), CWC and all concerned,
.Jloaded at www.cwe.nic.in
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The Farm‘é’rs Polloydrafted bythe comm
e T knowthe reasons, ¢

AIAYVIR IAKHAR

Chamnafn; Punyab State Farmers &
o Fdrm Wbrkers Comrmsszon

opportune timeto duqdate our: reasomng‘
for drafting the policy and the way it was
draffed, An essentxal art of a consultation :

for suggestions to improve upon it. Asa

first of its kind, the policy has also been :
pubhshed N major Punjabl newspapers
and a WhatsApp number is avallable for

. people to send comments

: Establ‘ shment needs to regam trust |

Within the first month of joining ofﬁce e
was apparent that Pun,]ab s financial
health was in a precanous state. After vis-

iting government ofﬁces for six months,
werealised that institutions had been liter-

ally allowed to collapse. Rules were being

blatantly flouted, lack of inter-department
coordination, perpetual delaysin decision-
making, absence of will to enforce rules or
initiate disciplinary action and there is poi-
son on our plates, to name a few: Thus, we
proposed a revenue-neutral policy; which
isnotawishlist, as many want it to be, but
foeuses on reforming governance, usher-
ing in transparency, accountability and
delivery of services to farmers.

The greatest hindranee to happier liveli-
hoods -in Punjab is not that what is

required is not generally agreed upon, but _

that the establishment faces a crisis of
credibility. Without regaining the trust of

ment or wrth acad”erm ans, but to reach
out fo as many staki olders as possible- ‘

? the people lost over a ¢

ship willnot find the courageto ad'mlms
much-needed 1ong term critical reform

The key elementto regmmng the trust isto

radically improve governance and farm
extension services. Many naively believe -
the policy goes beyond its mandate and

focuses on governance reforms, but with-
out such reforms, the farmers' policy will
not be worth the paper if's Wntten upon

Choosmg to be practlcal

We were advised to also suggestfrecome; =

mendations for the Central' government,
but the policy was framed speeifically for
Punjab. We found it mere practical to list

out the challenges that are beyond our *

control but will have a strong béaring on
our lives as we have come to expect of it.
Not that laws don't exist in the state; we

pable of evaluatmg themselves, it is pro-

ing and officers lacking the capacity to

make informed choices results in execu-
 tion failures and leakages. Creating a data

bank on the farmers' ecosystem to enable
machine learning with mandatory e-doeu-

mentation will form the foundation for the ;

desperately required change:
The policy document is in the long-term
interest of the largest number of farmers,

- particularly the small, marginal and land-

less ones. A vast majority of suggestions of
agriculture lIabour unions and unions rep-

: 's-just that they dont get
_implemented. Establishments are inca- thelr ad\nce but after wide dehberatlons
 we targeted to achieving a consensus to
‘posed that stakeholders be involved to do .-
the needful. Lack of quality data in Pun-

- jab inhibits evidence-based decision-mak-

resentmg small farmers have been incor-
porated. We took a conscious decision not

- to disclose views that could be attnbuted »

to parhcularmdmduals or orgamsatlons
to glve them space to speak freely and rein
t ‘

ich  agriculture product1v1ty‘

ing and not an exhaustive document.
conscious decision was made to write in :
style easily understood by ordinary peopk
and nottoconﬁxse thepublic with mtellec

mansed that social sustainability was
bearmg downtoo heavﬂyon other aspech

e Wor]d‘,
the policy avoids even cmn mcreasmg

- Our proposals on attalmng quahty food

_are so basic that the sxgmﬁcan. of

simply seems to have: be
Rather than 1mpract1calIy pursuin

= thmgs close to our hearts, the poliey goes

to considerable lengths to seek a reduc:

bination of proposaIs on market intell

. tionintheuse of farm chemicals. A conéé

gence cell and marketing will helj

short of the final solution to the emsteriual ‘
: cn51sof depl i1

move forward quickly on as many aspects
as possible rather than be bogged down in
interminable discussions and not achiev-
ing anything atall. From withdrawing elec-

tricity subsidy to the better-off farmers to

changing the mechanism of transferring
the subsidy, the options are numerous. I
am hopeful that as awareness inereases
amongst the farmers, leaders of farmers'
unions and political parties will have the
courage to stand up for their convictions:
We intentionally wrote a crisp 15-page
document'to not only enhance the read-
ability factor, but also make a policy that is
indicative of where we intend to be head-

diversify - agriculture, which in the face of!

~ conflicting factors of higher MSP: for

paddy and free-of- cost electnc1ty hasj
failed to take off.” =~ 4
Based on the feedback that We are fortu- 5

- nate to receive, a revised poliey: will be

submitted to the government. Only after
the pohcy is adopted by the government, |
can an action document be prepared by
various departments. In the days to come,
the farmers! commission will reach out to
the' people directly; the pohcy clearly
advocates a periodical review, based on
ground implementation, changing mind- -
sets, inception of new ideas, reversing
cynicism: Itisnot just the fear of failing to
deliver that weighs heavy on us; it's also a
race against time to save Punjab for future
generations. A policy can be best
described in the words of Sun Tzu, Chi-
na's military strategist of the 6th century
BC, who coined the word Xiaxiace' or 'the
least bad option’. A
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vel crosses 80-feet mark in

. About 1,0OO cusecs of water being dfscharged'from dam
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" their capacity, on Saturday, J

it ’7\4%‘1 u

SYED MUTHAHAR SAQAF
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The continuous heavy flow
of water has further bright-
ened the prospects of open-

| ing the sluices of the Mettur
- Dam for commencing farm

operations in the dozen delta

districts next week.

The realisation of water in
the Cauvery at Mettur which
stood at 35,998 cusecs on
Thursday and 42,282 cusecs
on Friday, rose to 46,957 cu-

-Secs on Saturday, leading to

Increase in the water leve] by
more than four feet in the
last 24 hours - from 76.62 ft
on Friday to 80.77 ft on Sa-
turday.

With reports of Karnataka .
government stepping up the
release from the Kabin; and
Krishnaraja Sagar TEServoirs,
which were brimming to

)
/

&

the inflow is expected to go
up in the next couple of days.

The water level is expect-
ed to cross the 90-feet mark,
which is when the State go-
vernment usually opens the
sluices. Farmers in the delta
districts are eagerly waiting
for the good news from the
Chief Minister in the next few
days.

About 1,000 cusecs of wa-
ter was being discharged
from the dam for meeting
the drinking water needs in
various districts of the State,

The local farmers had
raised cash crops in the dry

Wwater spread area in the vil-
~ lages surrounding the dam in

the last few months,

With the dam fast filling
up, they have started har.
vesting the crops. ‘

The historic church tower,

which surfaced a few months

- back, submerged in the Tis-

ing water on Friday evening.

Meanwhile, people from
the  surrounding villages
have been visiting Mettur to
have a glimpse of the dam
with copious inflow,

Karnataka reservoirs full

For the first time in 38 years,

the Krishnaraja Sagar near
Mysuru in Karnataka has at-
tained the full reservoir Jeve]
in the second week of July
and the last time was in 1980

.The crest gates of the re-
Servoir were opened on Sa-
turday at 115 p.m. and
20,000 cusecs was being re-
leased, according to the
Cauvery Neeravari Nigam
Ltd. e

With the KRS attaining
FRL, all the four major reser-
voirs in the Cauvery basin in
Karnataka are full,

Bringing cheer: Eleven crest gates

Saturday and 20,0

§ %

=

he Krishnaraja Sagar neanysuru were openéd on e
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Hindustan Times ( Delhi )
AR STEA ( fgeet )
The Tribune ( Chandigarh )
The Hindu ( Chennai )

The Assam Tribune ( Guwahati )
e Times of India ( Mumbai )

The Telegraph ( Kolkata )

The Deccan Hearld ( Bengluru )
The Deccan Chronical ( Hyderabad )

Central Chronical ( Bhopal )

Frlday the 13th b(ought Delh

inwidespread waterlogging and;raﬁlc anrlséftle mmagem:Les
i«drains and dug-up roads adding to citizens'

dcsrupted for nearly threa )

Thursday Insuchascenario,ra-
departmentsald

Feet. Road, St ‘Cify;’ Diwan
man, Sai Nagax, Pandit Deenda-
yalNagar Ashwin Nagarin Va-

(
werewaterlogged affecting
toratlon of power supply:

 Residents blamed the Vasai

stopped, several areasin the Va
sal-Virarregioncontinuedtobe
waterlogged and with electrici:
ty supply for the fourth dayon

inisexpeotedon’ Frlday themet

“The region was pamlysed Eal
on Monday and Tuesday follo
wing'heavy downpour Roads,
railway stations, homes, shops |
‘and factories were marooned
under waist high water, leading
topowercutforoverB?J‘murs

! On Thursday; areas lﬂceloo

Virar Municipal Corporamon‘
(VVMO)forfailingtorespondto
the emergency. They: complai-

P 4 $asd et s

an enter body through

and sores
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Sunday, July 15,2018

and Krishnarivers swelled
as heavy rain continued i

) A high tide wave hits a man standing outside his house as the seawater
enters the shanty town near the shore, at Bandra in Mumbai on Saturday.
(2) The man, who was washed away by the wave and was rescued by a few metre away from
the spot, is being taken to a hospital.
(3) Aroad filled with garbage, which was washed ashore during a high tide, along the Marine
Drive in Mumbai on Saturday.emi

o inerea
snyglongt;h coastalreglon
Maharashtra, Rain )
will also mtensxfy al mode
atetoheayyrain} ect




KRS, Hemavathl Kabini reservoirs reach the brlm
MANDYA/HASSAN/MYSURU: [ ‘ 5*/7//7 ‘E bmw CA maf C// '/’ ‘

With the regions under the
Cauvery basinreceiving
rainfall over the past few
days, all the three dams
under the basin — Krishna- i
raja Sagar (KRS), Hemavathi 1 : i
and Kabini — have reached P 5
the brim and the crest gates
of all of the dams have been
opened, increasing the flow
intherivers.

The authorities of the KRS

, dam in Srirangapatna taluk
of Mandya district opened the
crest gates at 1.20 pm as the
water level was inching to the
maximumn.

The water level stood at 123
feet (ft) against its maximum
level of 124.80 ft on Saturday
afternoon.

According to the author-
ities, the dam was receiving
nearly 40,000 cusecs water

andthus the gateswere

opened. . ;
With the gates open,

20,000 cusecs water

was being released to

Cauveryriver. .

Th Krishnarajasagar dam in Srirangapatna taluk of Mandya district filled to the brim on Saturday. bH PHOTO /SAVITHABR

further notice.

At present, the dam
has a storage of 42.17
thousand million cu-
bic feet (tmcft) water
against its full capacity
of 45.051 tmeft. Fol-
lowing the release of a
large volume of water
into the river, boating
at Ranganathittu has
been suspended until

The six gates of Hemavathi
reservoir in Gorur of Hassan
district were opened in the
afternoon as the water level
reached the brim (2,922 ft).
Public Works Department
(PWD) Minister HD Revanna
offered puja at the dam before
the crest gates were opened.

As Sakleshpur taluk in Has-
san district and Mudigere ta-
luk in Chikkmagaluru district

have been receiving heavy
rain for the past few days, the
inflow was hxgh The inflow
was 24,743 cusecs and outflow
was 3,870 cusecs on Saturday
morning,.

This time, the water level
reached the full reservoir level
(FRL)inarecordtime. Earlier,
the water level had reached
its brim on July 26, 2013,
An official said that as the

catchment areas have been
receiving good rainfall, the
dam has been receiving a
largevolume of water. The dis-
trict administration has taken
all necessary precautionary
measures before opening the
gates, The peopleliving on the
banks of the river were shifted
tosaferplaces.

Kabini dam in HD Kote ta-
luk of Mysuru district, which

has a total capacity of 2,284 ft,
touched 2,282 ft.The inflow
and outflow,were 40,000,
cusecs respectively on Sat-
urday. The four gates of the
reservoir were kept open for a
few days. Following the heavy
inflow,a flood alert has been
issued and people are advised
to be cautious while venturing
onto theriver banks.

DH News Service

T i [ e

Ban on recreation
‘activitiesi |n %
rivers W

Prxmcnpal Secretary 1o,
Revenue department
Gangaram Baderiya has
directed the respective
districtadministration
to suspend all recreation i
activity in the rivers of
Cauvery basin, {
The direction comes in the
wake of rise in water levels
inthese rivers, reports
DHNS from Mysuru.
Inhis communication to
thedistrictadministra- |
tions concerned, Baderiya
has said that dams in the
basin had reached their
fullreservoirlevels and
water would be released
from them in a controlled
manner as per standard .
" operating procedure.
‘The Prinicipal Secre-
tary has directed the
authorities to maintain
astrictvigilatthe dams
aswell as the areas inthe
downstream.
Necessary precautionary
measures should be taken |
toensure thatthereisno
untoward incident: after
‘waterreleage, |
“Tourists at popular nver
spotsshould be dissuad- -
edfrom venturing into
the rivers, Baderiya has
stated. :

PHH\H\HHI‘HI‘ i I NHHLi

(At

I

Name of the Full Present
Reservoir level* level

Linganamakki | 1819.00 | 1789.40
Supa 1849.92 | 1780.94
Harangi 2859.00 | 2856.67
Hemavathi 292200 | 2919.37
KRS 12480 | 122.70
Kabini 2284.00 | 2281.46
Tungabhadra | 1633.00 | 1622.75
Malaprabha 2079.50 | 2048.70
Almatti 1704.81 | 1695.29

‘Infeet Source: KSNDMC website




NEW DELHI: Heavy rain lashed
North India on Friday, wreak-

mghavoc inseveralstateslead- - ana and Gurdaspu

amongthe placesthatreééwed« amfall as the
rains. Mohali, Ropar, Ludhi+ ‘tobepou
in Punjab . th] e

ing to waterlogged roads and -were also lashed by r:

traffic congestion:

Kangra in ‘Himachal corded' :
hy

Heavyrain pounded several Pradesh received the h;ghest

parts of the national capital
where commuters had a hard
time navigating.

~ The rain came after heavy
overcast conditions plunged
Delhiintonear darknessin the
afternoon, prompting thevehi
clesto plywiththeirheadlights |
on. Treeswere alsouprootedin
_someareas,

A MeT department official
said according to the Safdar
jung observatory, the record
ings of which are considered
official figures for Delhi, the
dity received 52.4 mm of rain
betweenS 30amand5.30 pm.

Heavy rainfall was also-re-
cordedmmanypam ofPunjab -

“and Haryana,
long dry spell. Ghandigarh
received heavy downpourand -

BENGALURU: Rain subsided
on Friday after battering

Mainad and coastinthelast |
‘few days. However, reser-
voirs continued to get good.
inflow while several bridg
across Krishna, Varada

and Pandaririvers remain
submerged following heavy.
rain in Western Ghats.

‘Water levelin Krishna river
has increas_ed following heavy
rain in its catchment in Mah;
rashtra, Six low-lying brid
across Krishna and its tribu-
taries Vedganga and Doodh
ganga remain submerged i
river waters. Datta Temple at
Narasimhawadi in Kolhapur

the confluence of

| Panchaganga rivers, is unde

water: Malaprabha, Mahadayi
Pandarihave swollen owing to
heavy rainin Khanapur taluk.

- A British-era bridge built
across Pandari river at Chan-
dewadi in Dandeli taluk has
remained under water, caus-
ing grave hardships to the
students ofﬁce goers and the

district,located onthebanksof v 5
. areforced to take a. der.o !

in Hosapete taluk Bg]lau
district, has received a' whop-
ping 17 tmeft waterin the last

about 30 kmtoreach town:
four days. The smrage'level of

» Tungabhadra rivi

come alive after water from

TungareservoiratGajanuruin

Shivamogga distri and Bhad-

1a reseryoirwas let into the

river. A bridge, across Varada

river, between

Ajjaram has bpensubmerged 3
. Tungabhadrajreseryoir. |

ar 59.45 tmeft.It was g mere
14,03 tmeft during the corre-
sponding period lastyear.
Sakleshpur and Sitbind-
. ingareas received moderate
rainon Eriday, Parts of Kodagu,
| district, cpnunued 1o receive

the TB dam on Frlday stood

j""lf'

1, while
fall wasd

: cewed heavy ramﬁﬁ
light to,

[

o

al
in
moderate to heavy showers in Al
spellson Friday. i
The Mysuru-Bantwal na-.
tional highway (NH-275) has |
cracked in'manyplaces. The |
district police have set up bar
ricades at places vulnerable
1o} Qshdes as.a warning to
matorists. After Shiradi Ghat |
was shut down, this route has |
seenasharpincrease in traffic.
DHNews Service
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