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NEW DELHE: The Central Water
Commission wil] formally
brotest against a proposal to
subsume it into a new orga-
nisation. The proposal that
resulted from 1 report — A
2Ist  Century Institutional
Architecture for India’s We-
ter Reforms: Restructuring
the CWC and CGWR —. of a
high-powered committee led
by Mihir Shah, member of
the erstwhile Planning Com-
mission, was submitted to
the Water Resources Minis-
try in July.

The proposed National
Water Commission wi]] be a
science-led agency to advise
the States on how much wa-
ter they can use withoyt af-
fecting rivers and groundwa-
ter, taking surface- and
groundwater-usage as a sin-
gle entity. The CWC, estab-
lished in 1945, is in charge of
surface water and Creating

storage structures such as
dams and medium-scaje res-
ervoirs. The Central Ground
Water Board is tasked with
managing groundwater.
‘The new body should be
an adjunct office of the Min-
istry, functioning with both
full autonomy and requisite
accountability; should be
headed by a Chief National
Water Commissioner: and
should have full-time com-
missioners representing Hy-
drology  (present Chair,
CWCQC), Hydrogeology

meteorology, River Ecology,
Ecological Economics,
Agronomy (with focus on
soil and water) and Partici-
patory Resource Planning &

Management, the report
said.
States’ complaint

"CWC and CGWB suffer
trom a lack of professionals,”
SayS a summary of the Shah
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report. “Several State gov-
crnments testified that huge
delays in techno-economic
appraisal by the CWC had
become a matter of concern.”
The Ministry is slated to
have its first meeting on Au-
gust 24 to consider establish-

Ing the National Water Com-

mission, a top official told
The Hindu.

However, a high-ranking
official in the CWC told The
Hindu that the five-member

committee led by Mr. Shah,
tasked with preparing the re-

port over a year, had ignored

the CWC’s views and they
would be formally register-
Ing their protest with Water
Resources Minister Uma
Bharti within a week. “Many
of the plans in the report on
having diverse professionals,
having more State-level di-
rectorates are already in
place,” the officia] said.
“There is nothing new in this

So-called paradigm shift
Dams were still critical for
national water security and
frequently dam projects
were hindered because of
Opposition from the States ”
This is the third time since
2000 that reports have beep
placed for restructuring the
CWC and it is stil] unclear

with restructuring, However
the recent water crises in the
face of droughts in 2014 and
2015 and growing concerns
with groundwater contami-
nation have provided a fresh
trigger, a senjor Ministry of-
ficial said. |

Mr. Shah is learnt to have
made a presentation at the
Prime Minister’s Office.
“This will be the equivalent
of the 1991 reforms in water
that we've never had,” he told
The Hindu. “We are bringing
groundwater management
on par with surface water”
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Faulty data stations

Lack of maintenance

has left a quarter of
instruments unable
- totransmit full data

Jacos KosHy

NEW DELHI: At least a quarter of
the India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD)’s recently
installed rain gauges and Au-
tomatic Weather Stations
(AWS), meant to supply
hourly weather data from
across the country, are not
working to capacity.
Several instruments re-
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main non-functlonal be-
cause of lack of qualified
personnel to repair them.
The AWS, a key part of a
modernisation drive and

~ critical to improving mon-
soon forecasts and warning

of emerging thunderstorms,
cloudbursts and pollution

spikes, are part of a Rs.1,000-

crore upgrade of the depart-
ment’s infrastructure, initi-
ated barely four years ago in
2012. -

These instruments are ex-
pected to relay hourly up-
dates of temperature, sealev-
el pressure and rainfall.

_ mZiTMD wegqther predlctlons

Updated data from these
instruments are necessary
for climate research as well

as the IMD’s fortnightly and

weekly rainfall outlook over
States. There are between
550-1200 AWS sanctioned as
part of IMD’s network that

SUNDAY SPECIAL

can be monitored online.
Some of them are. shared
with regional agriculture de-
partments as well as defgnce
organisations.

Around 300 of these sta-

tions can currently moni-
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The Automatic Weather
Station at Adilabad.
— FILE PHOTO: S. HARPAL SINGH

' tored, as part'of the IMD’s
online AWS network. A

check by The Hindu  on
Thursday showed that over a

JACOB KOSHY

NEW DELHI: The India Meteoro-
logical Department is plan-
ning to get instruments at 1ts
automatic weather stations

repaired without waiting for
Central clearance. K.J. Ra-
mesh, who took over as its
Director-General on August
1, admitted that the network,
including 1,200 rain gauges,
was not up to speed.

“There are problems with
maintenance but we are
working to fix it,” he told The
Hindu. “For one, we are now
easing procedures to allow

1
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State meteorological depart-

ment officials to spend up to

Rs. 1 crore for maintenance
without Central clearance.
That should make upkeep
faster.” Dr. Ramesh, however,
clarified that the stations
were prone to malfunction
and weather agencies had is-
sues with them.

Other meteorologists said
weather forecasts had not
been seriously off the mark
due to instrument malfunc-
tion because the department
additionally
manually operated devices

for data. “There can be sever-

|

relied on

Weather stations dan be repaired: G
at State level, says new IMD D-G

al reasons for the weather
stations not functioning, but
usually when more than 10
per cent has not functioned,

we have had to initiate some
action,” said Shailesh Nayak,
former Secretary, Ministry of
Earth Sciences. For the mon-
soon forecast, the agency re-
lies on a combination of
sources such as traditional
meteorological stations, rain
gauges and satellite data,
apart from the automatic sta-
tions. “Because there are
other sources, the monsoon
forecasts are never critically
affected,” he added.

24-hour penid on an aver-
age, at leasf a quarter —

sometimes rpore — weren’t

e, mean sea lev-
: d rainfall.

Pradesh, six of the eight in-
stalled stations were not
transmitting rainfall or sea

level pressure data; the same

was the case_with the five

stations in Bihar. There is no

uniformity in the number of

sensors across States be-
cause of varying meteoro-
logical conditions across dis-
tricts.

The lack of continuous
and uniform data from these
AWS impacts the accuracy
of short-term (periods be-

tween 24 hours to five days)

and medium-term (two
weeks) forecasts.
A senior meteorologist as-

sociated with the organisa-
tion admitted, “There are
problems with the network
and sometimes nearly half of

them aren’t working.”

He added that though the
AWS were automatic, they
needed battery replace-

~ments and periodic re-cali-

bration ‘as the instruments
were sensitive to changes in
humidity. Many are located
on hills and other hard-to-re-
ach regions and could mal-
function unless regularly
maintained. However, a
shortage of technical per-
sonnel has made mainte-
nance and upgrades difficult.

Il STATIONS CAN BE REPAIRED
AT STATE LEVEL | PAGE 12
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Dam-burst threat

a landslide
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An alert has been

“tHA

after Teest
H

sounded in the low-lying areas of Bengal and Sikkim

Pinak Priva Bhattacharya | TN

Jalpaiguri: Thousands of ho-
mes near Rongpo on the Beng-
al-Sikkim border are at risk at-
ter amassive landslide created
a dam on Kanka river in Sik-
kim on Saturday morning.
Water is rising in this blocked-
up lake, which may break its
banks any time of the night,
releasing a huge amount
of water into the Teesta and
flooding settlements, fear the
authorities.

An alert has been sounded
in the low-lying areas on both
sides of the border and entire
villages are being evacuated
through the night, say sources.

iiiiiiiiiiiiii

The threat looms on Dikchu,
Makha, Singtam and Rangpo.
If thedam breaks, Teesta Baza-
ar and 29 Mile will alsobe attec-
ted. An official said that once
the dam startsleaking, the tho-
usands of residents of Teesta
Bazaar and 29 Mile will have
barely three to three-and-a-
half hours to get to safety. Eva-
cuating these densely popula-
ted areas will be a logistical
nightmare.
The dam —about 150ft wide
— has formed just above the
Teesta Low Dam Project V of
NHPC. Thereservoir has been
emptied as a precaution.
For thefullreport, log on
to www.timesofindia.com
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NEW DELHI: New Union en-
vironment minister Anil
Dave wants to have fresh
rounds of consultations with
all stakeholders before de-
cidingonthe ecologically
sensitive areas in the West-
ern Ghats that were identi-
fied by the Centre in March
2014.

The Centre hadissued a draft
gazette notification more than
two-and-a-half years ago declar-
ing almost 10,000 sq km of the
Western Ghats as ESA barring
development activities.

The minister, on Thursday,
met seven MPs from Maha-
rashtra, Tamil Nadu and Ker-
ala, including former agricul-
ture minister Sharad Pawar,
who sat through almost two
hours of discussions on the
Western Ghats.

Other lawmakers who at-
tended the meeting Were
Shashi Tharoor, A Sampath, K
Somaprasad and P K Shrimati
Teacher (all from Kerala);
Tiruchi Siva (Tamil Nadu) and
Vinayak Bhaurau Raut (Maha-
rashtra). However, lawmakers
from Karnataka, Goa and Gu-
jarat were absent.

“Within six months, we in-
tend to preparea complete plan
on preserving the Western
Ghats while taking care of the
roads, power and drinking wa-
ter needs of people living there.
[ will go to remote areas and
+alk to the common man in the
villages and  forests
before taking a decision,” he
said.

Tn the last two years, Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka
nd Kerala had submitted their
own ground surveys with their

Maharashtra, G
submitted their own ground SUrveys with their objections,
on the identification of villages falling inside the ESA.

objections, on the identification
of villages falling inside the
ESA. Tamil Nadu is the only
state which is yet to submit its
ground survey report.

The hamlets falling within
the ESA were identified by a
scientific panel, headed by
space scientist K Kasturiran-
gan, using satellite and ground
data.

But most of the states dis-
agree with the draft notification
and want the ESA area T¢-
duced. The green lobby, on the
other hand, is against any dilu-
ion of the draft notification
hased on the Kasturirangan
panel's report.

A section of environmental-

ists is even of the opinion that

the Kasturirangan panel's re-
port was awatered down version
of the recommendations given
by an earlier committee headed
by ecologist Madhav Gadgil.
Dave said reports from the
state governments would be
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3 and Kerala have

used as inputs for consultations '
on the Western Ghats. The
ministry would engage with
MPs and MLAs from the SiX
Western Ghats states, besides
scientists, green activists and
locals before taking any deci-
S10M.

After the first notification
lapsed, a second draft notifica-
tion was issued on September
4, 2015.

Dave's predecessor Prakash
Javadekar had stated that bar-
ring four types of polluting 1n-
dustrial works, other commeT-
cial activities would be
permitted in the Western Ghats
<0 that the eco-norms won't cre-
ate any problem for 50 lakh
people living inthe biodiversity
zone. The activities, J avadekar
said would not be permitted,
were commercial mining, ther-
mal power plants, any kind of
polluting industries and big
housing projects.

DH News Service
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A waterlogged stretch of Central Avenue near Chandni Chowk Metro station on
Sunday evening. Picture by Sanat Kumar Sinha

Drain fear in rain alert

OUR BUREAU

Calcutta’s drainage network came up short
again as a sunny Sunday morning gave way
to a downpour that the weather office says

has set the tone for a rainy Independence
~ Day.

recorded 36.4mm of rain.

The Calcutta Municipal Corporation,
which uses data provided by its pumping sta-
tions to calculate the amount of rainin a
particular area, Behala received 6mm,
Thanthania 24mm, Ballygunge 20mm, Chet-
1a 19mm, Jodhpur Park 18mm and Palmer

The trigger for the rain after a period of | Bazaar 17mm between 4pm and 5pm.
swelter was a cyclonic circulation that had Rainfall was heavier around the airport,
been building up over the Bay of Bengal. leaving parts of the northern fringes in

The shower and a delay in operating the knee-deep water.
municipal pumping stations that drain rain- Some pockets of central Calcutta, includ-
water into the canals led to waterlogging in ing CR Avenue, parts of Chandni Chowk and
several pockets. a few stretches of Park Street

There could be more of the and Theatre Road were also wa-
same on Monday since the cy- WEATHER YESTERDAY terlogged in quick time.
clonic circulation is tipped to in- TEMPERAT‘!RE' Sources in the CMC attrib-
tensify into a low-pressure area, ~ Maximum: 352% (+3)  uted the waterlogging in central
causing heavy rain in Calcutta T{RI'W#M%; 4m(;13') Calcutta to a two-hour delay in
and elsewhere in south RELATIVE HUhiIDITQ' starting two pumps at the
Bengal, said G.C. Debnath, Max: 94%. Min: 59% ' Palmer Bazar pumping station.
deputy director-general of the P 0 T Ve During dry periods, three
India Meteorological Depart- THE FORECAS]: pumps are operational at the
ment, Calcutta. One or two spel!s qf light to CMC stations. Sunday morning

In 24 hours till 8.30pm on moderate rain likely. was no different.

Sunday, the Regional Meteoro- SUNSET: 6.08pm;

logical Centre in Alipore had SUNRISE: 5.14am CONTINUED ON PAGE 30
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to panic, situation under control

HT Correspondent

u hhﬂ.ﬁéners@i\ir"ndustantinies.'éarﬁ- I

NEW DELHE: A day after Yamuna
touched the danger mark 1n
Delhi, the water has started to
recede.

At 6.30 pm on Sunday, the level
was recorded at 204.67 metres.
The danger level is 204.83 metres.

There have been heavy rains
in Uttarakhand, where the river
originates from and Haryana,
which it passes through before
reaching Delhi, over the past
week. Haryana was forced to
release more water than it usu-
ally does, pushing the water up
to the danger mark.

The river touched 204.9 metres
on Sunday morning but started
falling after that.

According to water minis-
ter Kapil Mishra, close to 60
people were rescued between

+  Saturday evening and Sunday
morning. Thirty people and one
buffalo living on the floodplains
in Burari were evacuated by the
teams of the Flood and Irrigation

level started falling after that.

Department. Ten rescue teams
with divers patrolled the area.

“Quick response vehicles,
divers, boats and disaster man-
agement teams were all on duty
all night. The situation is under
control and there is no need to
panic. The water is receding,”
Mishra said.

“Haryana is not planning to
release more water to Delhi than

it usually oes. Things are under

= The river touched 204.9 metres on Sunday morning but the water

SONU MEHTA/HT PHOTO

control and we are monitoring
the situation,” he said.

The iron bridge (Loha Pul) was
closed on Saturday as a precau-
tionary measure. 15 trains were
cancelled and 100 diverted.

In 1978, the water level
in Yamuna touched 207.49
metres - the highest ever. That
year water entered houses In
Adarsh Nagar, Model town and
Mukerjee Nagar.

H- 7 {C ke . .
Yamuna recedes, govt Sa¥s no need Rainto confinue

throughout this
week, says Mel

NEW DELHI: Light rain will con-
tinue in the city till Friday
with a break on Tuesday, India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) officers said on Sunday.

On Sunday, 2.2 mm of rain
was received at the Safdarjung
observatory, which is consid-
ered as Delhi’s official meteorol-
ogy station. 3.1 mm of rain was
recorded at Lodhi Road and 3.6
mm at Ridge.

The maximum temperature
was 32 degrees Celsius, two
degrees below normal. The
minimum was recorded as 26
degrees Celsius, a degree below
normal. Humidity was between
95% and 73%.

According to IMD officials,
Monday will bring a cloudy sky
and light rain. The temperature
will be between 33 degrees and
26 degrees Celsius.

Delhi has received 428.1 mm
of rain as opposed to412.2 1t usu-
ally gets till the second week of
August. This is 4% above nor-
mal. HTC



Hindustan Times ( Delhi )
AT TS FA ( et )
The Tribune ( Chandigarh )
The Hindu { Chennai )

I_ LU OO YYELIE VY Tl |91: ULUUSLIL UL VIVL WO oorrmrrron o e o

The Assam Tribune { Guwahati )
The Times of India { Mumbai )

The Telegraph ( Kolkata )

%a-g%d!m ( CIEFIT)

l“_:l‘ L I

@— 2ol foTgatterteEd AFATATY TA H Jepld HATAS| @ HAFAE AHATAT

The Deccan Hearld { Bengluru )
The Deccan Chronical ( Hyderabad )

Central Chronical { Bhopal )

Tt Gl b oy - .

—

‘Democractic
Process Being
Sabotaged’

Radheshyam.Jadhav
@timesgroup.com

dest possible consulta-
tions” with MPs and le-
gislators on conserving the
Western Ghats’ ecology,
which is an attempt to seal the
draft notification for the ecolo-
gically sensitive area (ESAs)
In six months, has run into
trouble with ecologists.
Madhav Gadgil, the archi-
tect of areportonthe Western
Ghats, has said the govern-
mett was “sabotaging” a de-
mocratic process by not invol-
ving gram sabhas and bypas-
sing ward meetings in the de-
cision-making process.
Union minister of state
(independent charge) Anil
Madhav Dave on Thursday
called a meeting of MPs from
the Western Ghats region
(Maharashtra, - Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu, Goa, Gujaratand
Kerala) and senior govern-
ment officers in Delhi. NCP
chief Sharad Pawar represen-
ted Maharashtra in the mee-
ting. Dave called for maintai-
ning a balance between ecolo-
gy and development. “The do-

fIme Centre’s call for “wi-

To\

Western Ghats’ eco
zone plan in trouble

MISSION CONSERVATION

—Tq

> Western Ghats are an
important geologicai
landform on the fringe of
India’s west coast. A number
of rivers like the Godavari,
Krishna and Cauvery
originate there

| > Madhav Gadgil-led
‘Western Ghats Ecology
Expert Panel recommends

" a bio- dlver5|ty hotspot

> Umon ministry of
environment and forests
constitutes K Kasturirangan
High Level Working Group

or 1s open for all noble ideas,”
he said, adding that villagers
and tribalsliving in theregion
must have access to infrast-
ructure like roads, power and
drinking water He emphasi-

- zed that different states have.

different problems that have
to be addressed.

The draft notification was
published on September 4,
2015 to conserve and protect
the unique biodiversity of the
Western Ghats. The govern-

- ment had identified 56,825 sq

km spread across six states for
the ESA. The area is earmar-
ked as a ‘no-go area’ for high
polluting human activities

that the entire Western Ghats
be declared as an ecologically
sensitive area (ESA) sinceitis

(HLWG) to take a relook at the
entire issue, The HLWG
recommends that 37% of the
Westemn Ghats, which makes
up 60,000 sq km, be
earmarked as ESA

> However, the Centre
identifies only 56,825 sQ km
as ESA

like mining, quarrying, huge
constructions and setting up
of industries. Gadgil, who he-
aded the Western Ghats Eco-
logy Expert Panel formed by
the ministry of environment
in 2010, is unhappy with the
Centre’s move,

“The electoral system has
become s0 corrupt...elected
representatives are getting
managed to achieve their go-
als. Consultations must be
held within the constitutional
framework and keeping de-.
centralization of power Iin
mind. Through gram sabhas,
pople must be involved in the
consultation,” he said.
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NEW DELHI: A fortnight after
Gurgaon suffered massive traf-
fic jams due to waterlogging, the
state government appointed on
Friday a retired IPS officer as
chief governance coordinator
(CGC) to ensure all agencies
work in tandem.

Former director general of
police SN Vashisth was appoint-
ed for a period of one year and he
would charge only X1 per month
as salary.

According to official sources,
the CGC will directly report to
chief minister Manohar Lal
Khattar who was unhappy with
the handling of traffic jam and
waterlogging on July 28 and 29.
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Lack of coordination among
various agencies was consid-
ered to be the main reason for
the mess. Khattar had then
directed the authorities to work
in tandem. f |

Vashisth, who joined as
the chief secretary office in
Chandigarh on Friday, retired
last year from the post of DGP
state vigilance bureau. |

Municipal Corporation
Gurgaon, Haryana Urban
Development Authority, Town
and Country Planning, police,
and district administration are
among the agencies responsible
for governance in the city.

Coordination meetings of the
agencies areoften held but eftects
are not seen at the ground level,
said a senior government official.
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and 29 exposed the lack of coordination
PARVEEN KUMAR/HT FILE

= Heavy rain on July 28
among the civic agencies in Gurgaon.
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unhappy over ‘paltry’ compensation

Pics: K K Choudhary

Tributes Paid,
Civic Function
Postponed

George Mendonca

Navi Mumbai/Kolhapur: Re-
latives of some untraced vic-
timsof theMahad bridgetrage-
dy said on Friday that the com-
pensation offered to them by
the state government was palt-
ry The kin of the missing per-
sons who were travelling in the
MSRTC bus will get Rs 10 lakh
plus Rs 4 lakh, while those In
private vehicles will get Rs 4
lakh plusRs61akh, from thena-
tional disaster relief fund and
chief minister’srelief fund.

Afterthewreckageof anST
bus, which fell into the Savitri
river near Mahad after the Bri-
tish era bridge collapsed, was
recovered on Thursday, crest-
fallen relatives of victims con-
ducted the final rites on Friday
morning after they lost hope of
recovering the bodies. The Ma-
had Municipal Council, which
was to celebrate its 150th foun-
dation day, postponed the pro-
gramme after paying tributes
tothevictims.

Local MLA Bharat Gogava-
le assured the kin that he will
pursuetheissueof higher com-
pensation and jobs for family
members of the deceased with
the state government.

The fast rites being performed by kin of the victims of the bridge crash

Pramod Surve, brother-in-
law of Vikas Desai, 42, the con-
ductor in the Jaigad-Mumbal
STbus, said, “ApartfromtheRs
41akh compensation under the
national disaster relief fundfor

accident victims, the state go- .

vernment is providing Rs 10
lakh for each deceased passeng-
er in the bus, which is insuffici-
ent for family members of the
deceased, many of whom were
sole bread winners. The state
government must reconsider
the compensation policy after
taking into consideration infla-
tion and income source. At the

THE TRAGEDY

. same time, we are grateful to

the NDRF and naval divers for
doingtheirbestfori0days.”
Jogeshwari resident, Anil
Diwekar;, 35, said, “ My relative,
Jaywant Mirgal, 45, was retur-
ning from Guhagar to Mumbai
in a Tavera with relatives. The
bridge collapse was due to the
state government’s negligence.
While four bodies have been fo-
und on theriver banks faraway,
after being swept away by cur-
rents, the bodies of the others,

- which includes my father-in-

law, are untraceable. While Rs
10 1akh compensation is being

| Two ST buses and a
Tavera were washed
. .| away after a bridge

i | August 2 ‘
THE TOLL | 22 were

feared dead when the
bridge collapsed. Eight
bodies have been
recovered and 16 are
yet to be recovered

COMPENSATION | Has
been cleared for the
kin of those who
bodies were found.
Relief for the kin of the
others will be given
after two months
though a missing
person is normally
declared dead only
after seven years

given by the state government
to the ST bus victims, those in
the Tavera are being given only
Rs 6 lakh, which is paltry. Five
of my relatives, including Jay-
want from Santacruz, Datta-
ram Mirgal, 60, from Sanpada,
Adinath Kamble, 48, from Jo-
geshwar, Santosh Waje, 45,
from Ghatkopar and Tavera
driver Dilip Veer, 25, from Ghat-
kopar are yet tobe traced.”
Chembur resident, Mano-
har Phonde, 29, said, “My fat-
her-in-law, Dhondu Kokare, 57,
a BMC employee and resident
of Ghatkopar, was in the Jai-

gad-Mumbai bus, which has
not been traced. He had gone to
his home town to see an ailing
relative.”

Meanwhile the kin of Shri-
kant Kamble, the driver of the

ill-fated bus that fell into the Sa-

vitri river after a bridge collap-
sed on August 2, received a com-
pensation of Rs4lakh fromthe
Maharashtra government on
Thursday. The government al-
so decided to reconstruct Kam-
ble’s home in Savarde village,
which was damaged in the re-
centrain.

Guardian minister of Kol-
hapur, Chandrakant Patil, han-
ded over the cheque to Kam-
ble’s wife Kamal and son Milan.
Patil expressed grief over the
accident and offered condolen-
ces to the family, Patil also met
Kamble’s mother Hirabal and
assured her that the govern-
ment will take care of the fami-
lv. “I requested Milan, an engi-
neering graduate, fo register
under the employee compensa-
tionscheme. If heis willing, the
government canoffer hima job
too,” Patil said, adding that the
Maharashtra State Road
Transport Corporation will de-
liver the compensation of Rs20
lakh ina week.

Kamble’s younger son Ma-
hendra was travelling with
him when the bus fell in the ri-
ver. Kamble was driving the Ja-
igad-Mumbai bus and Ma-
hendra was travelling to Mum-
bal.
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WEEKEND STARTS

Raj Thakar .
THE GRIND: Traffic on the
Mumbai-Pune Expressway
crawled from Saturday morning
as Mumbaikars, heartened by
the respite from rain, headed for
holiday destinations for the long
Independence Day weekend.
Vehicles moved at a snail's pace
from 9am and it took almost
three hours to cross the ghat
section throughout the day. The
Expressway traffic limped back
. to normal only by 8pm. While
N il A - many hill stations were closed
| A | e foliowing heavy rains a week
| ago, the vehicles on the Ex-
pressway and the 90-100%
bookings at MTDC resorts at
Malshej Ghat, Lonavala, Bhan-
dardara, Tarkali, Tadoba and
Mahabaleshwar indicates that it
is not just Goa, Kochi or Jaipur
that Mumbaikars are flying to,
BEYS. M toyrist hubs in Maharashtra

BN were backin favour. P 2

RS CHOKE E-WAY AS LONG I-DAY




The Assam Tribune ( Guwahati
ahati ) T
The Times of India ( Mumbai ) he Deccan Hearld ( Bengluru )

The Telegraph ( Kolkata ) Zhe Deccan Chronical { Fyderabad )
S ( | entral Chronical ( Bhopal )

The Tribune { Chandigarh )
The Hindu ( Chennai )

[7 7

Pleasant S/a(‘(uﬁév
in national capital

NEW DELH: It was a pleasant day
in the national capital with the
mercury settling at normal lev-
els and light drizzle in few areas.

“The maximum and minimum
temperatures were recorded at
93.7 and 25.5 degrees Celsius,
both normal for this time of the
year,” a MeT official said.

The humidity levels oscillated
between 93 and 68%.

While the city received 29.88
mm rainfall till 8.30 am, the
recording till 5.30 PM was 0.2
mm.

The weatherman has pre-
dicted a cloudy day on Sunday
with possibility of light drizzle
in few areas.

PTI
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Workers placing sand-filled bags in the riverbank in a bid to save a hospital building from erosion, at Barkhetri in
Nalbar: district on Friday. — UB Photos
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1 IAS officer has
s for Kodagu

of Robert Swan, the first man 35 degrees Celsius. We expe-
ro have walked the North and rienced chilly winds blowing
South Poles. at a speed of 45 miles per

He made a 900-mile jour- hour, snow, sunshine and
ney to South Pole, the longest evenrainat freezing temper-
unassisted march in history, atures,” she recollected.
from 1984 to 1987. The foun- After returning from the

Bosky Khanna

BENGALURU: Charulata So-
mal is the first IAS officer to
have gone on an expedition to
the Antarctica. The 2012-

batch officer from Karnataka

cadre has just returned from dation has been organising expedition, Somal madea

the icy continent. expeditions since 7003-04.  presentationat the Karnata-

After getting a first-hand ,, A BA graduate in Econom- ka JAS Officers’ Association
account of the impact of cli- £5A 1S (Honours), Somal said the  to her colleagues and senior
mate change during her 15- subject helped her under- . officials. She is also preparing
day expedition, the Chief Ex- stand how energy resources 10 submit a report to the state

- ecutive Officer of Kodagu were being exploited and government about the way of

how they could be conserved. lifein the Antarctica and the

«We started the expedition knowledge she acquired

7illa Panchayat wants to usc
by a ship named Endeavour  there.

her expenence to combat cli-

mate change in the district.
Speaking to Deccan Herald, from Ushuaia in Argentina “A ¢ an official, we have cer:
the 28-year-old officer said . - and touched the Antarctic tain limitations. But in my __
her aim was to Improve k- -5 SERbiaas . A e West Peninsula. Every day we personal capacxy, ITamcon- | | .
Kodagu. Charulata Somul with Robert Swan in Antarctica. tanded at a different place. ducting awareness camps for @
Somal was among 140 peo- We had ice classroom S€s- schoolchildren on how to save | |
ple from 30 countries who ars, members of nON-gover- have taken an expedition to sions, where participants are the last wilderness on earth, : .
went on the expedition. ment organisations, film the Antarctica,” she said. her  made tositon the ice. Apart  theimpact of climate change =
makers, photographers and  face beaming with Joy. The from travelling by ship, we on natural resources and how P
Cauvery basin, which is the |

There were 17 Indians 1n the
team, including Somal. This  artists. expedition was held from rrekked for three to four .
March 13 t0 26,2016. hours, walked for 30 km with prime source of water for

was the largest contingent “We were chosen from

. from the country, she said. among 7,000 applicants The participants were Se- 80-100 kg luggage in -10 de- Bengaluru and other areas,

The team included eng- across the globe. 1 am proud lected at an expedition organ-  grees Celsius. At times, the can be saved,” she said.
temperature was as low as - DH News Service

neers, educationists, schol- ro be the first IAS officer to ised by the 2041 Foundation
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The Danwad Examba brldge across theriver Doodhganga |n
Chikkodi taluk in Belagavi district was opened for traffic on
Friday. DH PHOTO
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BENGALURU, DHNS: The
flood threat in the River Kr-
ishna basin in Chikkodi,
Raibag and Athani of Bela-
gavi districts has eased with
water levels in the river and
its tributaries coming down
on Friday. Inflow of water
from Maharashtra too

has decreased.

The discharge of water from
Maharashtra to Karnataka
came down to 1.50 lakh cusecs.
However, 1.33 lakh cusecs of wa-
ter was released from the Ra-
japura barrage in Maharashtra.

Danwad-Examba bridge
across river Doodhganga in

Chikkodi taluk opened for traffic
on Friday. Two low-lying bridges
in Chikkodi taluk continued to
remain under water along with
the four in Raibag and Athani
taluks. Water levels were reced-
ing on the bridges and they are
expected to open for trafficin a
day.

Meanwhile, rains receded in
Belagawvi district. While there
was drizzle in Belagavi and
Khanapur taluks, the other
taluks did not receive any rain.

Kodagu district recorded an
average of 8.57 mm rain in the
last 24 hours. Madikeri taluk
has received 20.4 mm rainfall

_.._____...___..----_..----..----.-----....-----¢.-----..----------------------—--------------------------------------------—--- -----——--D)-/-’--." ----------------- —m - e e e GmmEEmmEE————————

es brldges reopen

while Somwarpet taluk received
1.07 mm of rains. The water lev-
el in Harangi reservoir stood at
2.857.76 feet. Though the mon-
soon was active in Dakshina
Kannada on Thursday night
with the region receiving good
rainfall, the district did not re-
ceive any rain on Friday.

Parts of Shivamogga district
received good spell of rains. It
rained intermittently for the
whole day in Thirthahalli,
Hosanagar and Sagar. Heavy
rains lashed Hosanagar towards
the evening. There was moder-
ate rains in the remaining parts
of the district.
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City needs 44 small dams
180 new waterbodies: Study

Rai asks all stakeholders to give eir comments

“ The report has \'G
recommended that all
residential and
commercial plots
measuring 300 sgm
should have soft soll In
their front and there

NEW DELHI, AUGUST 14

Delhi needs to develop 23
cmall dams in forest areas
~nd 480 new watsrbodies
to recharge the depleting
groundwater table,
besides making it manda-
tory for residential and

harvesting should be
made mandatory in resi-
dential and commercia
piols measuring 0L =so
meire or more.
"Government shouid
alsg ensure 100 per cent
collection of solid waste

commercial  complexes should be substitute with no dumping o
measuring H0U  sguare DOrous paving to drains, ponds, depres-
~etres or more to have counter the preventive S10NS.

effect of highly-
concertised surface

"The report has recom-
mended that all residen-
tia] and commercial plois

rainwater harvesting
facilities. a study commniis-
zioned by the AAP gov-
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ernment has caid.

The siudyv nas aiso rec-
ommended that the city's
<orm water drains should
Lave soft beds instead of
cemented ones angd toe
weirs at intervals.

Irrigation Minister Gopal
Rai has asked all stake-
holders to give their com-
ments within a month so
that suggestions can be
incorporated in the report
for acceptance and imple-
mentation.

A government official
The minister had
ordered the study on
recharge of ground water
in the national capital five
months ago. His depart-
ment then assigned Indi-
an National Trust for Art
and Cultural Herntage
(INTACH). which has
expertise in conducting
such surveys, to conduct
the study.
As per the report, water

3

measuring 300 sqm shouid
have soft soil in their front
and there should be sub-
stitute porous paving 10
counter the preventive
offect of highly-concer-
tised surface,” a govern-
ment official said.

Other recommendations
include implementation of
building bylaws on local
ireatment of wastewater
(wherever a premise gen-
erates 10,000 htres of
waste water daily).--PT1L
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SENWS DELHL 13 ALG: Lnon
“icjcrers M \enkaiah Naidu and
Uma  Bhard  today  jointly
unched Smart Ganga Ciy
~rogramme in 10 cities located
2long Ganga to set up sSewage
Treaiment Plants (STPs) and
impreve drainage network there
in hvhrid annuity mode on pub-
lic private partnership basis.

Union Urban Development
Minister  Naidu and  Water
Rescurces Minister Uma Bharti
launched the works through
video conferencing and were
ioined in by District
Magistrates Mavors of
Cliies LOWNS.

Haridware, Rishikesh, Mathura.
Varanasi. Kanpur. Allahabad.
[ucknow, Patna. Sahibganj and
Barrackpore are the cities t1own
where the programme will be
implemented in the first phase.

Bharti also stated the govern-
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ﬁ to remain operational for
a longer period even as
1 water is recycled

~ Uma Bharti

p—Y

R w—

e T

ment plans to form District-Level
Menoning commitiees in Ganga
hasin states—on the lines of
High-Leve! Task Force chaired by
Cabinet Sceretarv~to keep an
eve on programme implementa-
AN

“Farier, STPs would become
defunct within four-five vears for
reasons including non-mainte-
nance. Now. with the hvbrid
annuitv mode. we expect the
STPs 0 remain operational for a
longer period even as water i
recvcled.” Bharti said. while
addressing the event trom Ujjain.

I the hvbrid annuity model, a

T, ll' _'.ll".ﬂl'ﬂ*."l

part of capital investment (up 10
40 per cent) will be paid by gov-
ernment through construcuon
linked milestones and the bal-
ance amount through an annuity
over the coniract guraiion up to
20 years to ensure longevity.

In previous schemes, Centre
and states bore 70 per cent of
the cost for setting up STPs. Now
the programme will be com-
pletely Centre-sponsored, the
Minister said.

She said her Ministry will sign
MoUs with other Central
Ministries to see recvcled water
from the STPs is bought for their
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use.

To a quostion. she said the
Governmen: =il expand the
Smart Gang: Ly pregramme 1o

e in

other cities inziiZing Agra
ume to comg.

Also several fhreign compas
nies have come forward 10 work
under hvbrid annuity mode.”
Bharti said. At onge point. the
Minister stated he government
will keep in mind local biodiver-
sitv and culrure while doing river
front development works,

Addressing the event from
Hyderabad. Naidu urged local
governing agenzies concerned to
join the mission “with complete
dedication” and appealed peo-
ple t00 to participate in the pro-
gramme to make it successful

“My ministry is an integral
part of the Namami Gange pro-
oramme.” he said. adding his
Ministry will work with the Water
Resources Ministry on a ‘Mission
Mode.
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“Rainfall activity likely to
d1p till end of August
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A CLEAR regional dividz was seen in rainfall
activity in the last week. North and north-
west India, and centrai India received fairly
widespread rainiall, while east and porth-
east India and southern peninsular region
were more or jess starved.

Rainfall since the start of the monsoon
season in the countiv as a whole 1s now 103
per cent of normal. This was
boosted by the 15 percentad-
ditional rains as compared to
normal in the last week itsell.
Most of it happened in north-
west and central India.
Northwest India, which in-

FRACKING THE
MONSOON

received good rainfall in the last week. It has
said that “above normal rainfall activity” was
likely to continue over northwest and central
India til! August 14 and decline thereafter.

In East India, however, rainfall is expected
toincrease. Areas close to the Himalayas are
also expected to get good rainfall during this
time. These areas are expectea to get good

b rainfall till August 19, at least.

The southiern peninsulais
an area of some concern
though. In the last week, the
areareceived 46 per cent de-
ficiency. “Quantitatively
thoush, the deficiency 1s not

cludes Puniab, Haryana,
Raijasthan and Delhi. received
35 per cent excess rainfall, while central india
had 45 per cent mare than normai.

Almost all areas have had phases of good
ramnfall by now Qu andatvely, just 7 per cent
of the country's | *m’ ass has received less
than normai rainfaii th
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much, it is just about 2 per
cent now fromthastart of the
season. But we are not expecting a guick
surge in the coming days,” D Sivananda Pai
of the India Meteorological Department said.
Pai said even with reduced rainfall,
August was likely to end with 105 per cent
of rainfall. Northwest India, including Delhy,
was likely 1o have another good spell ol rain-
fall nextweek,
AMITABH SINAA
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NEW DELHI, AUGUST 12
The Centre today told the
Supreme Court that it was
readyv to pay Rs 450 crore as
reimbursement to Himachal
Pradesh for the
acquired for the Rs 9,242
crore Renuka Dam.

Appearing before a 3-
member Bench headed by
Chief Justice TS Thakur,
Attorney General Mukul
Rohatgi, however, sought
four-week time for the pur-
pose. Granting time, the
Bench asked the Centre to
work out the amount involved
in getting the second stage
forest clearance for the project
and posted the matter for fur-
ther hearing after six weeks.

At the last hearing on
August 5, the Bench had
directed the Centre {0 pay
the land acquisition cost
within a week.

Arguing for the state gov-
ernment, senior advocate JS

land
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& At the last hearing on
August 5, the Bench had

directed the Centre to pay
the land acquisition cost

within a week.

kThe Bench had noted that
the Centre was supposed
to pay 90 per cent of the
construction cost as it haa

declared the proposed

[ o

Attri and Additional Advocate
Generai Surayvanarayana
Singh said some of the work
relating to the second stage

A P e A e o el el o e e P

.
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dam as a national project.

B The dam is primarily meant
for providing drinking to
Delhi, but the pipeline

- could also be utilised for

areas of Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh falling in
the National Capital
Region (NCR) such as
Faridabad and Noida.

Al g T il e o T

oI e el

clearance was already over
and as such the amount
required for the purpose was
less than Rs 1,090 crore as stat-

ed earlier. The Bench had
asked the Centre to waive
this amount.

The Bench had noted that
the Centre was supposed to
pay 90 per cent of the con-
struction cost as it had
declared the proposed cam
as a national project.

The dam 1is primariliy
meant for providing drinking
to Delhi, but the pipelne
could also be utilised for areas
of Haryana and Uttar Pradesh
falling in the National Capital
Region (NCR) such as Farid-
abad and Noida. The project
will come up across the Girl
river, a fributary of the Yamu-
na, in Sirmaur district. HP

. also has a stake in the
project as it will get 40 mw
of electricity from the proj-
ect free of cost.

HP has come {o the SC as
it is not in a position to pay
further compensation 10
comply with an order
passed by the state high court
on November 20, 2014.
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