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SYED SAJ]AD ALI
SHIV SAHAY SINGH
. AGARTALA/ KOLKATA -
The flood »
Tripura improved on .Sat-
- ‘urday -after the .incessant
“ rain -abated. As manyas
" 9,000 -people,  rendered
homeless in the flash floods
i in the State, are housed in re-
‘lief camps, said officials of
the -disaster -management

. -authority.
The Opposition BJP al-
leged that the flood-hit were
. ‘not’provided adequate food
and drinking water. “They
“are dlmost starving and the
govermment is reluctant to
“address their needs,” party’s
State president Biplab Ku-
mar Deb told newsmen. He
said lack of proper provision
to pump out stagnant water
and - unplanned -sewerage

- systems were responsible for -

the floods in Agartala city. °

Brahmaputra in spate
Floods in Assam claimed five
lives on Saturday, taking the
flood toll this year to .89.
Nearly 11 1akh people across
.19 .digtric 5 kave heen af

fec' ¢ ‘
As many as 1,752 villages

situation in .

The Assam Tribune ( Guwahati )
The Times of India { Mumbai )
The Tel graph ( Kolkata )
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The Deccan Hearld ( Bengluru )
The Deccan Chronical { Hyderabad )
Central Chronical { Bhopal )

On call, anytime: BSF personnel guarding the lnternatlonal border in the flood- hlt Malda district
"of West Bengal. =speciaL ARRANGEMENT : :

are under water and crops in

- over.one.lakh-hectares has
~'been damaged, the -Assam

State Disaster-Management
Authority said.
Brahmaputra -is - flowing

above the danger, mark at’

Nimatighat-. - in ' Jorhat,
Dibrugarh town, Tezpur in
Sonitpurand Dhubritown.

Three dead in Bengal
Floe :in .iorth Bengal has
not only affected the lives of

lakhs of civilians but also the
personnel of the Border Se-
curity Force.

‘The Punarbhaba river,
which runs parallel to the in-

ternational border, has
breached its banks resulting
in knee-deep to waist-deep
water in some areas in Malda
district.

Senior BSF officials said
ite personrc; were guarding
112 posts In waisodicep wvaid
in two battalion areas.

In Cooch Behar district
alone, about 1.86 - lakh

people have been affected

and about 500 flood relief
centres have been set up.
In Darjeeling district, two

- deaths have been reported.

One woman was swept away
in Sukhiapokhri, while an-
other casualty was reported

in a building collapse in Dar-.

jeeling. Several tea garde:
¢ o1 Bengal are also ..
der water.
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JOkilledinQnd wave

- of flood 1n State

A breached portion of the Besamara-Halodhibari embankment in Majuii on Saturday. —

STAFF REPORTER

«

GUWAHATI, Aug 12: Ten per-
sons died in the last 24 hours as
the number of people affected by
the second wave of floods'in the

~ State rose to nearly 11 lakh.

- .According to an evening bulletin of
the Assam State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority, thosekilled in the flood
included six in Kokrajhar district, two
in Dhemaji and one each mLakhlmpur
and Morigaon.

.. -Atotal of 10,99,217 people have been

.affected in the floods in 1,752 villages of

¢ 66 revenue circles in 19 districts — Dhe-
¢ .maji, Lakhimpur, Biswanath, Sonitpur,

Baksa, Barpeta, Bongaigaon, Chirang,
. Kokrajhar, Dhubri, South Salmara,
""Morigaon, Golaghat, Jorhat, Majuli,
. Sivasagar, Charaideo, Dibrugarh and

T nsﬂkja Dhemaji, Bonga]gaon Kokra-

i ‘ f,fvvn

N‘;, kw\u

jhar and Dhubri have been the worst
hit in this wave of floods.

A report from Lakhimpur said that
NEEPCO has been releasing waters
fromits Ranganadl project since Thurs-
day, ... "= v flooding in the down-
streani areus.

The situation worsened in Majuli

Nearly 11 lakh
people in 19
1 districts affected

where a large area of the Besamara-
Halodhibari embankment was breached
in Jengraimukh and Nayabazar areas.
According to the Central Water Com-
mission, the Brahmaputra was flowing
above the danger level at Jorhat, Di-
brugarh, Tezpur and Dhubri. The Burhi-

“dehing in Dibrugarh district, Subansiri

UB Photos

1n Lakhimpur, Dhansiri in Golaghat, Jia
Bharali in Sonitpur, Puthimari in Kam-
rup, Bekiin Barpeta, Gaurang in Kokra-
jhar and Sankosh in Dhubri were also
flowing above the red mark.
Altogether .38 rel.: < have
been set up i e State ana 63,797 flood-
hit people are taking shelter in them.
Army personnel were deployed in
the rescue-and-relief operations in -
Kokrajhar, while additional NDRF per-
sonnel are being rushed to Dhubri,
Kokrajhar, Majuli and Chirang districts

_ following requests from the respec-

tive Deputy Commissioners.

At least 56 houses have been
washed away in the floods which have
caused damages to several infrastruc-
ture across the State.

Around 1,00,441 hectares of cropland

R -«{See page 13}
I More reports on Pages 8and9
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Rain triggers flash floods in Bihar % \3

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PATNA/GU WARATI/KOLKATA
Heavy rain in the last three
days triggered flash floods in
parts of Bihar, where 41
people have died so far, and

inundated large areas in As-
sam and North Bengal, para-
lysing normal life and snap-
ping rail link to the
Northeast from the rest of

‘the country. In Arunachal

tion. CWLC

Pradesh too, the flood situ-
ation continued to be grim
in several districts with re-
curring landslips disrupting
road traffic.

DETAILS ON » PAGE 9

No resplte Banana rafts have become the mode of transportin the ﬂood affected Mongaon d|str|ct of Assam. At right, a wllager shsfts grams froma ﬂooded
village in Araria district of Bihar. =riTuRAJKONWAR & PTI

Rain triggers tlash floods in Bihar

41 dead in Bihar, situation grim in Assam, Bengal & Arunachal; crucial rail link to northeast snapped

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PATNA/GUWAHATI/KOLKATA

}Yeavy rain in the last three
Jays triggered flash floods in
parts of Bihar, where 41
people have died so far, and
inundated large areas in As-
sam and North Bengal, para-
lysing normal life and snap-
ping rail link to the
Northeast from the rest of
the country.

In Arunachal Pradesh too,
the flood situation continued

to be grim in several districts
with recurring landslips dis-
rupting ri.2: traffic.

In Assaim, .i0ods ciaimed
three more lives, taking the
toll this season to 102.

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar, who conducted an
aerial survey of flood-hit
areas, told reporters that
Araria was the worst-affected
district. Flood waters have
engulfed areas in Kisanganj,
three blocks of Purnea and

one block of Katihar dam-
aging roads.

Mr. Kumar said heavy rain
in Nepa: and Bihar in the lasi
three days had led te this
situation and the State gov-
ernment was carrying out re-
lief work on a war footing.

Trains cancelled

The Railway Board has can-
celled all incoming trains
from various parts of the
country towards the north-

east region till 10 a.m. of Au-
gust 16, a top official said.
7racks have heen imundated
at various piaces.

West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee said:
“We are concerned about
the flood situation and are
monitoring it round the
clock.” State government
sources said Phulahar river
had crossed its danger level,
while 20 villages, mostly un-
der Harischandrapur block-II

and Ratua block in Malda
district were inundaced.

Rhinos in dist: ess

With the Kaziranga National
Park (KNP) and the Pobitora
Wildlife Sanctuary in Assam
getting submerged, rhinos
and other animals have
taken shelter on the high-
lands. Hence patrolling has
been intensified as poachers
could take advantage of the
situation, a KNP official said.

/
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RELIEF
Centre steps

in with Rs 600 crore,

deploys 10/ disaster relief teams — /¢ _

RAHUL TRIPATHI
NEW DELHI, AUGUSTM

e
THE CENTRE has so far released Rs 639 crore
to flood-affected states from the State
Disaster Relief Fund and Rs 25 crore fromthe
National Disaster Relief Fund. As many as
107 NDRF teams have been deployed in
Bihar, Bengal, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,

. Odisha, Gujarat, Rajasthan, MP and Tripura.
Each NDRF team includes 47 rescue andre-

- fief workers. These include teams that have

¢ been pre-positioned at 75 locations. Assam

" has 7 teams while Bihar has 10 teams.

The Prime Minister’s Office has asked the

Ministry of Home Affairs nottowait fora -

memorandum from flood-affected states and

ment. Usually, it is after receiving such a
& -. memorandum that the Centré sends outa
team with representatives fromthe home,
water resources, agriculture and irrigation
ministries/departments. The assessment of
the central team forms the basis of granting
central funds from the Centre, officials said.

immediately senda central team for assess- -

‘NDRF EFFORT

5

'STATE  RESCUED EVACUATED
Assam 82 976
Rajasthan 122 847
Gujarat 1355 7326
Bengal 253 1,551
uUP —_

7 Tripira

rarecent communication, PMOhasniotonly
asked the homne ministry not towait forare-
port from the states but alsourged the min-
“istry's disaster management authority toim- .
mediatelydispatcha central team headed by
ajoint Secretary, officials added” “Wearecur-
rently doing it for states inthe Northeast but
soon plantoextenditto others affected with
floods,” said a home ministry official.
PM Narendra Modi said he has spoken to
Bihar CM Nitish Kumar and Assam ™M
. sarbanandaSonowal about thefiood situation.

The Times of Indiza (A)
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Flood situation worsens
In Assam, 5 deaths reported

HEW DELHI/KOLKATA: The
flood situation in Assam wors-
ened on Saturday with five
deaths reported, while flash
floods affected three districts
nTripurawhereatleast4,500
families were rendered home-
less.

According to a reportby the
Assam State Disaster Manage-
mentAuthority (ASDMA), two
persons died in Dhemaji and
onecachinLakhimpur, Kokra-
jhar and Morigaon districts.

With these, the total num-
ber of people losing their lives
in this year’s flood-related in-
cidents across Assam went up
10 89.

ASDMA said 11 lakh peo-
ple were affecred in Dhe-
maji, Lakhimpur, Biswanath,
Sonitpur, Baksa, Barpeta,
Bongaigaon, Chirang, Kokra-
jhar, Dhubri, South Salmara,
Morigaon, Golaghat, Jorhat,
Majuli, Sivasagar, Charaideo,
Dibrugarh and Tinsukia dis-
tricts.

The ASDMA report said
Dhubriwas the worst-affected
where 1.92 lakh people were
hit, followed by Dhemajiwhere
1.51 lakh people have been af-

fected by the calamity.

Currently 1,752 villages
ware under water and over
one lakh hectare crop area
has been damaged, ASDMA
said.

Thiee distr:ets of Tripura
were affected by flash floods
due to incessant rain and at
least 4,500 families were
rendered homeless, official
sources said.

More than 2,000 families
were forced to take refuge in
different government build-
ings as large part of the state
capital and its low lying out-
skirts were inundated, state

tevenue Minister Badal
Chowdhury, who visited the
affected areas, said.

Chowdhury said the water
was tlowing above the danger

evelin Howrah river.

District Magistrate of Sipa-
ijala Pradip Chakraborty said
that at least 2,500 families
were affected due to flood in
the districtand were sheltered
in 60 rehef camps opened in
the government buildings.

Chowdhury said many parts
of Khowat district were also
inundated and many people

wereendered homeless.

Dirctor of Meteorological
depamment Dilip Sahasaid the
region! weather station here
recored 116.55 mm of rain.

In Fmachal Pradest: 100
erate ain occurred in some
parts s monsoon remained
subdud and there was no sig-
nificanchange in maximum
and miimum temperatures.
Aghar as wettest in the state
with 4Znm rain.

Very eavyrain continuedto
lash sutHimalayan districts
of Wes3engal with several
places rceiving extremely
heavy preipitation leading to
a deluge.he weather depart-
mentsaian Saturday.

Very havy to extremely
heavy raitoccurred at most
placesin Jmaiguri, Cooch Be-
har and Aburduar districts,
while heavyo very heavy rain
vccurred atany places over
Darjeeling ai Kalimpong dis-
wricts, theregnal Met depart-
ment said her.

The highesrainfal} in the
state was recofed at Hasima-
rain Alipurduadistrictat 480
mi, itsaid.

PT!
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32 lakh hit by floods in
Assam, 35 lakh in Bihar

SAMUDRA GUPTAKASHYAP,
SANTOSH SINGH, RAMENDRA
SINGH & SANTANU CHOWDHURY
GUWAHATI PATNA, LUCKNOW KOLKATA,
AUGUST 14

NEARLY 67 LAKH people in Assarm and Bihar,
and thousands more in Uttar Pradesh and
West Bengal, have been affected by floods
caused by rainfall over the last on week. Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar and UP Chief
Minister Yog Adityanath surveyed affected
areas Monday.

Assam
A first wave of floods had left nearly 90
dead and darmaged infrastructure worth over
Rs 2,000 crore when the second wave struck,
affecting over 32 lakh people in 25 districts.
The Brahimaputra and most of its tributaries
are flowing above the danger mark, with
crops damaged over 1.79 lakh hectares.
“The situation is very critical,” said Water
Resources Minister Keshab Mahanta, whose
ownvillage in Kaliabor is waist-deep in water.
While incessant rain across the Northeast
and Bhutan has been the major cause of
rivers overflowing, poor maintenance of age-
ing embankments is another reason. The
Brahmaputra alone has caused at least 10
major breaches this year, while several of its
stributarjes have caused dozens of breaches.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who was
i Guwahat on August 1, had announced Rs
100 crore tor a study to find out the reasons
behind the annual problem and suggest long-
termmeasuires. He had announced aRs 2000+
crore package for rehabilitation and repair in
the Northeastern states. Assamn's share of Rs
1.200 crore would be spent on infrastnucture
alone. A sum of Rs 400 crore would be pro-
vided to improve water-holding capacity of
rthe Brahmaputra, the PM had announced.

Bihar

An estimated 35 lakh people 1n 12 dis-
tricts have beenatfected by floods cansed by
rains and discharge of water from Nepal, the
worst it being the Seemanchal districts of
Kishang Araria, Purnea and Katihar, be
stiles Supa adhepira, East Champaran,

‘Trains from Kishanganj and Araria have been
cancelled while highways zare submerged
at several points.

After an aerial survey, Nitish said NDRF
and SDRF reams have been pressed into ac-
tionand helicopters deployed. “Flash floods
have entered villages and will take sometime
to recede. The Centre immediately re-
sponded after [ spoke to the PM and the
Union home and defence ministers. The
Centre sent four NDRF teams Sunday and
more teams are joining today.” Home
Minister Rajnath Singh tweeted: “The Centre
is rushing additional NDRF tearns to Bihar to
help the ongoing rescue &relief operations
in the flood affected region of the state”.

At Baisi block of Purnea, Araria block of
Araria, Kishanganj and Bahadurgarh blocks of
Kishanganj, people have taken shelter in roads
and in school buildings.

Principal secretary{disaster management)
Pratyaya Amnit said Army men have been sent
out frorn Bihar Regimental Centre, Danapur.
District magistrates and ministers in charge
of districts concerned have been asked to
monitor the situation. Chief secretary Anjani
Kumar Singh said 60 relief camps have been
set at Kishanganj, out of 150 in Seemanchal.

Uttar Pradesh
Over 650 villages in 18 districts have been
affected — 5 inTerai region, 2 in the west, 4in
central UP, 7 in eastern UP — with 19 deaths
<until Sunday, according to reports prepared
by the office of the relief commissioner, Six
rivers — Sharda, Ghaghra, Rapti, Budhi Rapt,
Rohni and Gandak — are flowing above the
danger marks-at-10 placesraecording to-the-
irrigation department’s flood report Monday.
Teams of NDRF and state’s Provincial Armed
Constabulary have been deployed.

West Bengal

Large areas in of South Dinajpur, North
Dinajpur and Malda have been inundated.
Train services between South and North
Bengal have been disrupted; road connectiv-
ity too has been affected on NH-34 and NH-
31, with thousanus stranded in North Bengal.

CM Mamata Banerjee tweeted: “We are
corcerned about the flood situation across
the country. Earlier loods had affected south
sal also affected
 2AXT o
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Avillager ferries his grains as he moves out of a flooded village in Araria district of Bihar Monday, £11

RAILWAYS

N—E lines under water, 50 trains cancelled or stranded

NEW DELHI, AUGUST 14
RAIEWAY CONNECTIVITY to the Northeast
which houses the strategic lines for the de-
fence forces, is cut off from the rest of the
country amid heavy rain and floods.

Lines beyond Katihar in Bihar and Malda
in West Bengal, the two points from where
trains enter Northeast Frontier Railway, are
affected with trains terminated in the last 24
houts. The situation is expected to continue
for the next day or two and may start improv-

any the moming of August 18, the .
sty b 3t ¢ NE

u.if‘.un‘.h s

—-Sampark Kranti, Amritsar Katihar. Express
etc were among several cancelled.

“The situation aggravated last night when
rain water submerged tracks near Dalkhola,
Barsoi, Sudhani stations and the main line con-
necting Northeast with the rest of the country
being blocked with water under abridge near
Kishanganj station flowing over danger level,”
said a staternent from the railways.

A number of rivers in Alipurduar and
Katihar divisions are in spate, affecting lines
and bridges. The railways ministry is wait-
ing for the forecast from the zonal railway
about the resumption of service, and are on
standby. "Efforts are being made to see that
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