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BENGALURU: With the rain

fury Unabated jn Coastal and

Malnad districts, movement ,’

of vehicles on Several roads
including national highways
Was affected on Monday.
dueto landslides at multiple

places.

Traffic was hit on Ben-
galuru-Mangalum National
Highway dye o a landslide
at Doddatappale in Saklesh-
pur taluk. Heavy raip coupled
with strong winds has been
lashing the tafuk since Sunday
évening. The 8ustywinds have
uprooted several trees and
electricity poles on the roads,
The Sakleshpur-Hanbal and
Venkatalli-Hanbal roads
were blocked. According to
the officials, the highway was

“cleared for vehicles by Mon-

day evening,

. The movement of vehicles
cametoa standstill on Madik.
eri-Mangaluru stretch of Na-
tional Highway-275 duetothe
landslide at Madenady. The
road was blocked bya heap of
mud for a stretch ofaround = 3
100 metres, Five earthmovers Konanooru-Mak Harang
were pressed intq Service to highwayconne,‘ gKerala.A / Inthe last 24 hours (ending
clear the road, The operation  huge boulder f on the road { 8.30 am on Monday), Shan-
is likely to continue til] Tyes- near Makutta, $evera] roads | thalli received highest of 191

4y noon. The vehicles head- have been virt ally washed | mm rain followed by Sampa-
edto Mangalury were divert- away at many lodations. Jje —156 mm, Madikeri—137

¥ ed at’Kushalnagar to ply via Heavy rain ¢ Pitinued to \mm, Somwarpet—112mm and nectivity, The
" _Hassanapg Shanivarasanthe. lash Kodagu dis ict on Mon-

€ Passengershada harrow. day. As a resy]
ing exper(ence as there was 3 level in Rivers

Jlong line of vehicles stranded Lakshmanatheertha wentup Ka

onbothsides of the road. further. About 20,000 cusecs The Hosamat

of water wag released from

continued to e under water,
iTeservoir to the river.,

inconvem'encing the pilgrims
visiting Kukke Subrahman-
ya temple. The water from
Kumaradhara river flowed
on Kadaba-Panja road at Pulj-

kku and snapped road con-
water level in
B hagamandala—95 mm. river Ne%vathi stood at7.9
» the water | Intermittent rain'lashed metres at Bantwal while the
auvery and different barts of Dakshina wager level in Kumaradhara
nnada district on Monday. reache@®22 metres.in Up-
a bridge on Pinangady. In the last 24

\

Kadaba-Subrahmanya road hours Dakshina Kapnada dis-

babudangiri Dargah disrupted f
the movement ofvehicles,

OVers were pressed
toservicetoclearthe road. The
movement of vehjcles from
Kaimara checkpost has been
prohibited, Heavy rain lashed
Kalasa, Samse, Horanady, |
Hirebaily, Nellibeedu, Jamba.
li, Kuduremukh, Vidyatheertha
road in Sringer; wag inundated
for the 10th time during this
monsoon, -

Therewas heavyrain in Shi.
vamoggadistrict ajso, Thirtha-
halli and Hosanagara taluks
have been receiving copious
rains for the past three days,
Paddy fields are submergedin |
Water in various parts of Thjp.
thahalli talyk. g
Rain pounded Uttara Kan-
‘nada district op Monday.
Fishermen have not ventured
into the sea due to high waves.
The water leve] in River Kr-
ishna and its tributaries Doo-
dhganga and Vedganga hag
increased following rain in

Ko regionand south-west
Maharashtrs,

trict received an average of
93.5mm rain, Holiday for schools
Heavy rain with gusty wind Holiday hasbeen declared on
continued to lash Udupi dis- Tuesday for schools in Koda- J
trict. The district received gu, Dakshina Kannada, Udup; |
heavy rain of 83 56 mminthe dist Ets, Chikkamagaluru,
last 24 hours, Udupi taluk re- Narasimharajapura, Mudi-
ceived 80.3 mm rain, while gere, Koppa and Sringeri ta-

Kundapur recorded 74.2 mm
and Karkalatahikreceived 96.2

y
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Central Water Commission
Technical Documentation Directorate
Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section

FxErIF*

West Block I, Wing No-5
R K Puram, New Delhi — 66.

Dated /&0 €. A0 1€
Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on

the CWC website.
\JQ
PA Pubhcxty

Encl: As stated above.

Deputy Director TD Dte, &%@on Division XW
/ J

o

Director TD/Dte M‘ “
/ ;D ( s

For information of Chairman &Member (WP&P/D&R/R.M.), CWC and all concerned.
uploaded at www.cwe.nic.in
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capacity to. ﬂy long dlstance 100
‘km per night) and Tavage crops all
‘year round, given

favourable trop' C aland g

aize-producing countryin

ld, and over 90 per cent of

rld’s rice is producedandc n-

, umed 1the Asia-Pacific region.

~ Giventhe FAO's ki nowledge and
~ coordination role in sustainably
> :managing fall armyworm in Africa, -
3 snffermg expertiseto: famers and
vernments inAsia. :

dha

lirector-ge:
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Energy Fund or r_be ﬁmd pool for ; andExp ture SecretaryAsho
Development of} onh—EastRegon Lay

Ve lDoner) It was to be granted to- - ye: reSec
h. under construction and stalled: Ajay Jha's tenvre; there ha
i .r}‘VuleO\.\ “r picats — puolic and - no; discussion between the:
. private, said the proposal for‘Revival . exp D
- of the Hydro Sector’ reviewed by.
Business Standard. However, all cess -
is now subsumed ‘under the new -
- goods and services (GST) regime.
-~ Government officials said the - 501
_ finance ministry asked the power: 3
mlmstly to IEWO: «,,the scheme and
-reduce dependeme on budgetary
- support. The DOWer ministry ISyetto
r_submit ftsrevised report.
Seurces in the finance ministry.
aid that the last time they held dis-
~cussions: W'lﬂl the: power mlmstry
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s tuneandmexgybutcanalsodomorework
- “Amajority of Indian farmers are small
- and depend on subsistence farming. Ifwe e

ing at custom-] hmng models and tying
with local original equipment make:
{OEMs) through whom we could push our
products’ Ra]an Aiyer, managmgdtrecto

‘break this, precision farming will
ome a multi-billion-dollar industryin
India,” Aiyer said. Several state g0 et
‘ “ments are leokmg to include ©*

farmmg equxpment in theu— subs{ y pro—
Trimble, which ‘has been in ind.la >

through mformat\on Iechnology baseﬂ =
_ India would have 100 million cellphones
by 2000 and, in reality, we crossed the
mberby 2000, so when it comes to India
nobody canpredict whatthe potential lies,”

of hi,gh Iechproducts mcludmgiaserland
i Ievellers "GPS -based pest sprayers Soil-

Robert Bosch Engineering and Business
Solutions, saysﬂneoampanyasmcreasmg :
1y looking at hyper-ocal solutions tailor-

aiong with soluuons for real- ﬁme yxeld
_monitoring, “improving nugauon yields,
~and dmge«basedapp 'canons todetermine

ﬂnéludeﬁ}bscnppanto itsnetworkofhigh-
~sophisticated sensor-based digitised -
apph'ca}nmls, which measure soil moisture,

~An average laser-bas; jand veller
costs 2250,000-300,000, which might be.
- difficult for sma]] and marginal Indian
farmerto aﬁ‘ord, and that is where leasing
-and custom-hiring models come into the - © soluuonstonnprovethe producuvx :
- picture. The leveller is mounted on a laser- of plants in the cou.ntry They include
based device, which, based on soﬂpanem,  high-
-electronically guidesit, thussaving it from

snawngevenmmutely Thlsnotonl »éaves ':intheopen,wluchlsmemransmltteddlg-

: problem ofinadequate POW!
‘hesaid. Sri Krishnan, seniorvice-president,

~ made for Indian farmers. The solutions

farmerswho can afford oureqmpment and

- sensors, ‘For others, pameulaﬂysmall and

inal farmers, we have a customised
fiption roodel and are also working
Wn;h cooperative societies which can buy

: ﬂxe equipment onzrent,” Krishnan said
A global research ﬁrm had ferecast :

- For post-harvest solutions, Bosch has

; develepedasman, JOT-based product that

replaces manually controlled cold storages
~with technology and also addresses the

ogy to
- undertake the traceability of lngh -value
agnuﬂmre.produas, includingtrackingits
- moisture condition at the time of harvest,
etc. Alongside, big names and multina-
“tionals ateworkmgmtheﬁeldﬂf agritech
andpremﬂon and smartagriculture. There

vareseveraﬁndxanstanupsthatamwoﬂqng

mﬂasﬁéld,e}ﬁensxvelyusingmbohcs,dam

~ analytics, 10T and blockchammchnoio—
and  gies. ‘Ihesestannpsandggmach“ﬁrms
haveoﬂatesmmedan:racﬁngammmr
Ymterest,butezg:extsanﬂcolnmmstssay

“dictcrop comfﬁuonm polyhom andalso
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' CHENNAI

- The Tamil Nadu govern
: ment has taken the stand
: that there was no need to re-

: duce the water level of the
{  Mullaperiyar dambelowthe .
{ present142 ft. :

| Kerala ‘Chief ‘Minister Pina-

Mu]lapenyar TN not

i RAMAKRISHNAN i B

-In response to reports of

rayi Vijayan’s letter to his Ta-

L mil Nadu counterpart Edap-
iipadic

Palaniswami,
requestmg him to: lower the

. level up to 139 ft, a senior of-
e ﬁc1al ‘here said that the “en-

~ tire inflow” would be dis- -
: charged and the water level .

i

to reduce water level\e

s mamtamed at 142ft The po-

»smon was said to have been

,’conveyed by the Principal

Secretary (Public Works) S. -

K Prabakar to his Kerala
| counterpart

 The stand of Tamll Nadu" :

- isbased on the verdict of the
- Supreme Court in 2014, al-
. lowing it to store water upto
142 ft. Ten days ago, chair-
~‘man of the SC-appointed pa-

nel, Gulshan Raj, visited the

‘ f:'-dam and stated that it was
‘“strong ‘enough” to store

~ water up to 142 ft. He ex-
pressed satisfaction over the
functioning of the dam.
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MUNEBAI 'Threeout feveryﬁve

| districtsinindiaarenotprepared

| foradrought,saysastudybythe
| Indian Institutes of Technology
at Indore (IIT-1) and Guwahati
| (IIT-G), highlighting the need
for effective agmcu]ture ‘and

. _sor,thetwo-memberprepa-reda

- dence map of Indiafrom2000to -

- (NASA)'s Moderate Resolution

watermanagement

' Using data based onre-mote
{ sensmgﬁomNahonalAeronaut— :

ics and Space Administration
Imaging Spectroradiometer sen-
highresolutionecosystemresil-

2014and found that only 241 of the

| B34 districts, or38percent, were

resilient to droughts. The study

- Dunng the stuﬂy penod 689% of the area under analysis was

nable to support vegetatlon in a drought year

: Researchers said theﬁndmgs
~ are important for effective eco-
system management policies in

AFP FILE

‘shghﬂynon -resilient. Thearid or
‘semi-aridregionsinthewestand
‘partsofeastern statesarenon-re-

considered dailyrainfallrecords = thebackdropofanincreaseinthe  silient. StatesinthelowerHima-
from 6,955 rain gauge stations  frequencyofdroughts and heat  layan regions had higher resil-
across Indiafrom1901t02015by ~ waves in different parts of the  ientareassuchasSikkim (100%),

the]ndeeteorologcalDepart— : countryduetochangmgéhmate Punjab (88.11%), Haryana
- mentdMD)., - A 2016 study co-authored by - .(76.02%), Uttarakhand (75.26%),
. Duringthe studypenod 68% of = theIndianInstitutesofTechnol-  HimachalPradesh (73.19%),and

the area was unable to support  ogyatGandhinagarandKanpur  Arunachal Pradesh(64.04%).

‘vegetationin a droughtyear.Of = found thatthe severityandfre-  In the south, Tamil Nadu
| the30states and Unionterritories  quencyofdroughtshavenotonly — (56. 74%) was the most resilient

consideredfor theanalysis, only

increased in the recent decades

followed by Andhra Pradesh

10showedmorethan50%resilie-  butalsoshifted towardstheIndo- = (53.43%)and Telangana (48.61%),
| nce. WhileRajasthanand Chhat-  Gangeticarea, centralMaharas- ~ while Karnataka at 17.38% and
| tisgarh hadnoresilient district, ~ htraandcoastalsouth-Indiapla- Kerala at 19.13% had the mini-
. all four cistrictsin Sikkim were  insthatareimportantforagricul- - - mumpercentageofresilientarea.
! found rosilient. A resilient eco-  ture. A2014analysisbytheIndia Among north-eastern states,

system can absorb hydro-clim-  Meteorological Department, Assamat20.72% had the lowest
| aticdisturbancessuchasdrought Pune, revealed that 57 of 103 ~ percentageofresilientarea.

by increasingormaintainingits  weather stations recorded heat Compared to districts with
- efficiencytousewaterthathelps  wavesfromMarchtoJuly. _{ropicalanddry climate,48%dis-

in sustainingitsproductivity. = “Itistherefore importantto  tricts with a temperate climate

The study ‘District-level - ’know the parts of the country s‘howedtlz%remheneedunngdr-

~ assessment of ecohydrologlcal - Whereeoosystemsarecapableor ~ ought. “Thisstudy providesspa-
- resilience to hydroclimatic dis- not capable ~of withstanding tialinformation aboutterrestrial
turbancesandits controllingfac- ~droughts. Identifying such hot- = ecosystem’sresponsetohydrocli-
4 torsmlndla’waspubhshedmthe  spotswillhelpinpreparingeffec-  matic disturbances and will be
" JoumalonydrologyonJulysl tiveecosystemmanagementpoli-  beneficialforecosystem manage-
Covering L., YI- = A20171IT- Gstudybytbe&me - cies, and improve resilience in ~ mentandpolic ”saidthe
: teamfoundthatonly:one utof = less resilient regions,” said  paperco-authoredby Ashutosh
fourriverbasinsinindia—orsix =~ Kumar, adding their next Sharma, IT-G.
. of22river basins~cansupport  research that will study resil-  * “The smdyshmﬂd emphatl-
cropsandveg tahondunngdr& “ienceatblock and villagelevels. cally beincluded in policy-mak-
_ ught. “Terrestrialecosystemspl-  Thoughcroplandscovermore  ing Howeverfor policymakersto
: ayaverylmportanirolemsup - than50%areainIndia, only85%  relyconfidently onadaptingthe
portinghuman lifeonearth. The  werefoundresilient. - : meihedology “the parameters
Aproducﬁwtyq‘fan‘ osystem is = The study found more than - usedmthestudyshouldbevah~
 linkedtocropproductionandfo-  50% districts with large forest ~ datedacrossalltheagro-climatic
' odsecurity,”saidManishKumar  coverofmorethan40%toberesil-  zones of India,” said Sat Kumar
. Goyal, leadinvestigatorandasso-  ient. Around 65% districts with =~ Tomer, chief executive officer,
' ciateprofessor,civilengineering,  less than 20% forest cover were ~ Satyukt Analy’acshas that has
| TIT-I “Iftheecosystemisunable = non-resilient. |
| ‘tomaintainitsproductivitydur- ~  Mostdistricts in forest domi- = rithms to esttm teagro-hydro-
. ingdrought, 1tmayleadtoasen- Anatedareamnortheastandnorth logical variables using all-we-

ousthreattofoodsecurity.”

] 1nd1a ‘were either resment or

- g@elj satemted 3

i realtlme
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/Torrentialrains, landslides wreak
havocinKerala, Jammu Himachal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
. THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, 14 AUGUST

orrential rains, overflowing
. rivers and a series of land-
slides ravaged Kerala, where

5 40 lives have been lost so
far.

. Onemanwaskilled and two oth-
ers injured in Thrissur district
today after an uprooted tree fell on
them in heavy rains and strong
winds.

Unabated rains forced the gov-
ernment to do away with the offi-
cial 'Onam’' celebrations and the
amount set apart for the purpose
would be utilised for relief opera-
tions, Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan told reporters here today.

State Governor P Sathasivam also

7

overing L . Yl

decided to cancel the reception to
be hosted by him tomorrow as
part of Independence Day cele-
brations due to the floods in the
state. d

Also, a five-year-old boy drowned
in Himachal Pradesh's Kangra dis-
trict this morning, taking the death
toll in rain-related incidents in HP
to 19 in the last two days, an offi-
cial said. Various parts of Kerala, espe-
cially the two hilly districts of
Wayanad and Idukki, which are
touristdestinations, were lashed by
heavy rains, since morning.

The picturesque Munnar town in
Idukki district was almost totally cut
off and traffic was disrupted after
two shutters of the Mattupetti

'dam were opened as the water level

rose.

gv
v
i
v

All thefive shutters of Cheruthoni
dam, part of Idukki reservoir, were
opened this evening following
heavyrainsin the catchment areas.

Two shutters, which had been
closed yesterday, were opened this
evening as the water level rose.

The rising level at the Mul-
laperiyar dam, which touched
136.10 feet against its maximum

level of 142 feet, was still a matter
of concern, official sources said.

Analerthas been sounded, ask-
ing people to remain cautious,
they said.

A series of landslides were
reported in Kurichya and Makki hills
and the Thamarassery ghat road
in Wayanad.

Heavy rains are also lashing
the northern Kerala districts of
Kozhikode, Malappuram, Kannur
and Palakkad.

Ottapalam in Palakkad received
the highestrainfall of 13 cm today,
followed by Munnar (Idukki) 12 cm
and various places in Malappuram,
Kozhikode and Waynad received 10
cm each, the weather office said.

Huge trees were seen washed
awayinariverat Kottiyoor in Kan-

nur, where alandslide was report-
ed in Chappamala hills.
According to authorities, over

215 landslides were reported in the

rain battered state, where 444 vil-
lages were declared flood hit by the
state government. At least 20,000
houses were fully destroyed in the
deluge and about 30,000 persons
had taken shelter in relief camps.

Four persons died and three oth-
ers suffered injuriesin flash floods
following incessant rains in Jammu
region, officials said today.

Over two dozen houses and
scores of vehicles have been dam-
aged by the gushing waters. Traf-
fic on the Jammu-Srinagar NH
was suspended for the second
consecutive day today due to land-

slides. /
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/ MAHADAY! TRIBUNAL

- Water hattle ends: Goa says victory as it gets
24 tmc, Karnataka farmers happy with13.4

s

v RS-

EXPRESS NEW SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 14
NEARLY EIGHT years after it was
set up to mediate the dispute
over sharing of Mahadayi (or
Mhadei) river water, the Maha-
dayi Inger-State Water Disputes
Tribunal on Tuesday brought a
temporary end to a battle be-
tween the BJP government in
Goa and Congress-government
Karnataka. It ordered that
Karnataka will get 13.4 thousand
million cubic feet (TMC) of water
from the river, while Goa and
Maharashtra's share will be 24
TMC and 1.33 TMC, respectively.

The tribunal also directed the
Centre to set up the Mahadayi
Water Management Authority to
implement its report and final
decision.

In its 12-volume judgment,
the tribunal awarded Karnataka
5.4TMC for consumptive use and
the remaining 8.02 TMC for
power generation, subject to fur-
ther clearances. It ruled that to-
tal water availability in the basin
at 75 per cent dependability was
188.06 TMC.

[t also noted that the present

level of utilisation of water of
Mahadayi river basin is not more
than 5 per cent.

Celebratory reactions poured
in from the BJP in Goa, where the
river is considered the primary
water source for the people for
agriculture and fishing. From his
hospital bed, Chief Minister
Manohar Parrikar tweeted, “ am
happy that the Mhadei Tribunal
withits final verdict has done jus-
tice to Goa.”

Goa's Water Resources Minis-
ter Vinod Palienkar, who had
maintained that he will ensure
“not a drop” goes to Karnataka,
also tweeted victory messages.

In Karnataka, the judgment
gotamixed response from polit-
ical parties and farmer groups.

While Karnataka CM H D
Kumaraswarmy was circumspect,
farmer groups that are agitating
for over 1,000 days for access to
water from the Mahadayi called
the order a victory for people
of Karnataka".

Opposition BJP leader B S
Yeddyurappa aiso called the or-
der a “victory for farmers”, even
as a former Water Resources
minister, Basavaraj Bommai of
the BJP, and Congress leader
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¢
Karnataka farmers’ groups had led a long agitation, L v//_,/
demanding water for irrigation from the Mahadayi. File VS

Dinesh Gundu Rao said that the
state has been shortchanged.

Mhadhei water dispute had
become a political issue before
the Goa Assembly elections, with
the BJP seeking votes on the
promise that a government led
by the party will get favourable
result.

Specifically referring to
Karnataka's demands, the tribu-
nal noted: "The demand of
Karnataka for 42.5 Mcum (1.5
TMC) of water for in-basin con-

sumptive use for drinking water
and irrigation within the
Mahadayi river basin, along with
evaporation losses from the
reservoir(s) through proposed
Mahadayi Hydroelectric Project
(MHEP)is considered reasonable
and is hereby granted.”

The tribunal also permitted
diversion of 2.18 TMC at the pro-
posed Bhadura dam, and 1.72
TMC at the proposed Kalasa dam.

While Maharashtra had ini-
tially sought 7 TMC, the tribunal

granted it 133 tmc. For Goa, the
tribunal noted that the requisite
field investigation have not been
carried out for 59 identified proj-
ects. “The permission of the tri-
bunal to Goa to plan for utiliza-
tion of 668 Mcum (24 TMC) of
water at 75% dependability, is
over and above the existing uti-
lization 0f 9.395 tmc by the State
of Goa," it stated.

Minutes after the verdict,
Additional Solicitor General

Atmaram Nadkarni issued a

written statement, calling ita
“major victory for Goa”. Social
mediasitesalsoinstantly started
voicing reactions from Goans,
who recalled a poll promise by
BJP ministers on fighting until the
last drop of Mandovi was saved
for the Goans.

Experts said the judgment
was expected to ensure, that
Karnataka also gotits share, since
equal priority is given to the right
to drinking water after the
Cauvery verdict.

A senior officer in
Maharashtra's Water Resources
Department said, “Maharashtra’s
role was that of a mediator and it
had very little stake as far as wa-
ter-sharing was concerned.

S

\~

Therefore, the water dispute tri-
bunal's decision was in accord-
ing to the ground situation,
whichiswelcome. Thereis noin-
Jjustice to the state.”

InGoa, the Opposition voiced
concern on the impact it will
have on the state’s cultivation
and livelihood, and asked the
government to go for an appeal.

Karnataka CM Kumarasw-
amy said, “I have already discus-
sed the order of the tribunal with
officers from the Water Resources
Department and legal experts.
The final award of the tribunal is
contained in about 12 volumes
and I will take an appropriate de-
cision after studying it in detail
and consulting all concerned.”

Karnataka Raitha Sena, which
has been protesting for over three
years in Nargund town in Gadag
region, one of the four dry north
Karnataka districts that will ben-
efit from water supply from the
Mahadayi, said the verdict is a
victory for farmers of the state.
“Sacrifices of farmers who par-
ticipated in the protests for
Mahadayi water...has proven to
be meaningful,” said Veeresh
Sobaradamath, who is leading
the Karnataka Raitha Sena.
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Mat adayi trlbunal allows
I(_;?’rs ‘nataka to divert water

Goa had opposed thls on the grounds that it reqmred Water for i tsdown needs

JACOBKOSHY i
NEW DELHI -, £ =
Karnataka has Tbeen allowed
to divert 2.18 tmcft of water at

g _ the proposed Bhandura dam

and 1.72 tmcft at the Kalasa
dam for providing water to

‘North Karnataka, according

: - to a recommendation by the
i Mahadayi Water Tribunal
i (MWT). Goa has ‘historically
~ been opposed to such a diver-

sion on the grounds that it
needed this water for its own
purposes as well mamtammg
ecological flow.

The three-member body,
headed by Justice J.M. Pan-
chal, submitted its report to
Union Water Resources Mi-
nister Nitin Gadkari on Tues-
day afternoon. The tribunal
was constituted in 2010 to
equitably allot Mahadayi wa-
ter among Karnataka, ‘Goa
and Maharashtra.

-~ lowed to use 1.33 tmcft _for
 drinking water and irrigation

Wait ends: ‘Farmers and actnvnsts celebratmg in Hubballl on
Tuesday after the tnbunals announcement = KIRAN BAKALE

der, Maharashtra has been al-

—and Goa, a maximum of 24

tmcft for 59 proposed PIo- -

jects. This will be -over and
above Goa’s existing utilisa-

tion of 9.39 tmcft. So far only -

5% of the water of the Maha-
dayi is being utilised. The

MWT has also allowed Karna-

Ll utlhse an addlnonal
1.5 tmcft for “in-basin con-
sumptive use” but asked it to
~pare down the scope of the
Kotni Hydro Project to ensure
 that it utilises no more than 8

tmeft. Demands by Karnata-

‘ka for using nearly 12 tmcft

were rejected by the tribunal.

‘The water sharing would
have to be overseen by Cen-
tral government agencies or a

; Mahadayl Water Manage— ve |
- ment Authority, that accord-
ing to the tribunal, could be
* framed on the lines of the re-
~ cently constituted Cauvery

Management Boar& ok

!I‘he tribunal, while spec1fy
ing the zﬂlocaﬂons , has said

irrigation : f)rojecté -or hydro

power. It has stated that the
demands by Goa, Maharash-
tra and Karnataka for future
use-of the Mahadayl waters
weren’t “fully justified” as
they were “...not based on
adequate and consistent da-
ta/information..,” -and we-
ren’t based on “secientific”
principles. i

The tribunal ‘recommen-

- dations ought to be adhered

to until August 2048.
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

. With weather conditions

turning favourable for the
formation of a depressxon in

= the.Bay of Bengal, flood-rav-
'»waged Kerala hunkered down -
- on Tuesday for another
- pounding *:from ‘the mon-

PEoon. e
aoEbmce mormng, ‘various

- parts of the State, especially
. the two hilly districts of

Wayanad and Idukki, have
been lashed by heavy rain.

town in Idukki was almost

- cut off and traffic was dis-
- rupted after two shutters of

the Mattupetti dam were

- opened as the water Jevel

Tose.
A series oﬁ,&andshps oc-

i curred in Kozhikode, -Kan-

RO ITENIE T e

. mur and Kasaragod districts.
¢ Traffic along the ghat road

from Kozhikode to Wayanad

‘was disrupted after a section
- of the road collapsed.

One person was crushed

“to death after a tree fell on

him in Thrissur and one per-
son was reported missing in
floodwaters in Wayanad

district. - ;
- Aweather report from the

well-marked low pressure

‘area over northwest Bay of

Bengal off the West Bengal-
‘north Odisha coasts with as-
sociated cyclonic circulation

i swas likely to concentrate in-

4
Coveriq

| 48 hours.

toa depression ov

- The Met Centr  here has

1$sued a warmrig that heavy
~ Tigation .and ‘hydel dams

to very heavy rain is likely to

" occur at some places in Ker-
- -ala till August 15, followed by

heavy rain from August 16 to

' 18. Fishermen have been ad-
. vised not to venture into the

r

sea off the Karnataka and

¢ north Kerala coasts and over

>.

southwest and central Ara-

* bian Sea.

b

~ centfloods.

- to go ahead with the cele—
Met Department said ‘the . :

SPE CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANA’NTH.APURAM Soa

_ The Kerala government has
~ decided to call off the State-

sponsored Onam Week cele-
brations and divert the allo-
cation to the Chief Minis-
ter’s Distress Relief Fund to
help the mctlms of the re-

Briefing the medxa after a
. meeting ‘of the Cabinet on

Tuesday, Chief Minister Pin-
~ arayi Vijayan said it would

not have been appropriate

- Many parts' of Wayanad
Idukki, Kozhikode, Kannur
and Malappuram districts
were put on hlgh alert for

flash floods and landslips af-
ter heavy rain hit the hilly

areas on Tuesday

Dam gates reopened
Sluice gates in most of the ir-

were opened further to in-

crease the outﬂow following

incessant rain in the catch-
ment areas. All five shutters
of the Cheruthoni dam were.

_opened again and residents
_downstream were alerted.

_ The shutters of the Banas-

_urasagar dam in Wayanad -

1 Aman guardmg his flooded house in Eloor
Ernakulam onTi sday =THULASIKAKKAT. A

The picturesque Munnar

‘- Onam celebratlons called off

‘bratlons at a time when the
devastating floods had left a
Jarge number of people

-~ struggling to cope with hea-

vy losses.

Mr. Vijayan said 444 vil-
lages had been declared
flood-affected. The initial as-
sessment . of the losses
caused by the recent spell of
MONSooN Was - pegged at
38,316 crore.

As many as 38 people
were reported dead in rain-
reluted mc1dents and four
=xmssmg

- were opened to a record
~high as the water level in the

reservoir crossed the 137t
mark. Munnar, Muthirapuz-
ha, Kallarkutty and Lower
Periyar areas were put on al-
ert after all the shutters of
the Mattupetty dam were
raised. :

Employees. of the ’I‘ravan
core Devaswom Board and
temple staff were marooned
at the foothills of Sabarimala
as the Pampa ‘tiver over-
flowed its banks, submerg-
ing two bridges.

Devotees who turned up
for the pilgrimage were
turned back by pohcemen
on duty
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'1ackle emergencms He also
: asked the authorities to en-
. ndependence Day celebra-  sure that students partici-
ﬂ ~ tions are likely to be marred _ pating in the Independence
'~ bya 4O Day celebratxons do notface ,,
any difficulty. ;

tons in Odisha on Wedn¢s~
Yy ‘f”th theMeteorologxcal
f .

etter 1ssued
In the evening, the State go-V
~ vernment’s: ‘Home . Depart-
_ment issued a letter to all
Revenue Divisional Com-
ssioners and District Col- |
: nister N\ _ lectors informing them that
fatnaﬂ( ‘who rev1ewed the _ observation of Indepen-
* - situation ‘during the day, di- dernice Day’ parades be Tes- L
¢ rected the District Collec- - tricted to police and para-
ftors o remaln prepared 10* rmhtary contmgents only.
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TRIBUNE Nzws SERVICE

SHIMLA, AUGUST 14
! Restoration works pic
" and 428 of 923 roads bloc ‘
| yesterday, - mcludmg a]l
natlonal hlghways ‘barrin,
the ‘Mandi-Pathankot NH.
P were opened for vehicular
* traffic on Tuesday. :
Ofthe495blockedroads, 192
. fall under the Shimla zone,
148mthe Kangra zone, 116n
the Mandi zone and 39 in the
Harmrpur zone and 346 heavy
mac}unenes, including JCBs : - . _ ‘
and fippers, have been Ac idhan Sa ! ) 1eavy | 'ininSh'mla',and (beloW) :
deployed to clear the roads es st s :
and 100 more roads are expect-
Paithe s ‘ Supply ef eatabies hlt
1 said official of the PWD. . : ;mThesuppIyofessentlal o
~ The supply of essential com- commodities, including milk,
‘modities, mcludmg milk,  breadetc,was
bread etc, was affected in  affected in Shimla and upper
Shmﬂaandupperareasasth‘ - areas as the Shimla-Kalka
- Shimla-Kalka hlghway highway remained closed
" remained closed from lam to romlamto6amdueto
S i ~ landslide nearChakkiMor. .~ -
" ChakkiMor. 4 “w The road is partially.opened
{  The road is partially -and slidingis continuing at a
opened and sliding is con- few places
{ tinuing at a few places, = ,
_ 'sources in the Police “and residents. The Met
' Department said. Roads ‘ i  officehaspredicted awet spell
! near Peterhoff, the High have - developed cracks posmgthreatto commuters ~ for sixdays up to August 20. .

5
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~ Freedom from meptne“'

Govemance has been unable to match expectatlons

it and mood of its governance and administrative structures still
reek of ineptness. A sustained spell of rain in Hlmachal Pradesh
‘has’ snapped transport hfelmes .and left commuters and Army sup-
~phes to forward posts stranded. That six national highways were -
among the 923 affected roads in Himachal Pradesh tells a tale of
3 ,msgovema.nce and graft that allowed unabated encroachmentsand
;denudmg of forest cover since the late *60s. The saving grace is the
" semblance of: post—dlsaster and humanitarian assistance machinery
- that helps people pick up pieces of their disrupted lives.
Kerala prides in benchmarking its development indices with
Europe It has bullt an mtncate network of dams i in the Western
Ghats for flood co hydro- -generation. Yet, one sustained
spell of rain and the simultaneous opening of sluice gates left some
Kerala districts lm utra-ravaged Assam. For the
people of eastern India, espec1a1]y, there has been no freedom from
the uncertalnty of dislocation and dlsruptlon durmg every monsoon
- with the concomitant breakdown of public services. Even under the -
new dlspensation the zeltgelst of a rapidly changmg India is lack-
‘ ~ ing. One the immediate emergency has been clumsily tackled, the
/ ‘ball is kicked off to the corner to wait for the next season of mlsery

INDIAat 71 has come a long way from 1947 But the deﬁmng splr-

e o e A

when the wheels agam fall off. -
_Throughout our Journey 1n Independent Indla we' have been

; handed out narratrves that remain unfulfilled. This is not about

“unfocused resentment or lack of resources. The plain truth is that
’ \ people of Indla have not got a decent bag for their tax bucks to lib-
« erate them from the seediness of inner cities or to deliver a fair law .
and administration system and provide decent and affordable
healthcare and education. The grand ascendance from being bul-
lock capitalists to citizens of a state that honours 1ts social contract
with the cmzens still remams afar cry

-———la
NI
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Vijay MoHAN
"TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, AUGUST 14
Rains that have lashed the
region in the past two days
have wreaked havoce but they.
have also proved to be a saviour
for dams where the storage sit-
uation was critical this year

Following -the ' rains; the
inflow into the Bhakra dam’s-
reservoir, which lies on the
Sutlej in Himachal Pradesh
and is vital for irrigation and
power  generation,  almost"
doubled: From an inflow of"
about 70,000  cusecs ‘on-
August 13, it went up to 1.31
lakh cusecs on Tuesday
morning, according to data
available with government
water monitoring agencies:
On August 12; the inflow was*
48,000 cusecs:

The water level, which was
rising by two or three feet a

14,000 cusecs

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
Business standard

~2,19,000 cusecs

day over the past few weeks,
went up by eight feet on Tues-
day, from 1,601 feet to 1,609
feet. Owing to reduced
snowmelt inthe dam’s catch-
ment area this year, the water

levels in dams were signifi--

cantly below normal, prompt-
ing the Bhakra Beas Manage-
ment Board to sound an
alarm over water availability
in the coming months.
“Given the present rate of
inflow; the water situationis no
longer critical, though we are
still not in: the comfortable
zone,” a government official

- said: “Given the-weather fore-
 cast for more rains, we expect

water levels to rise further;
which: could, to some extent,
offset the dry period that had
prevailed earlier,” he added.
The demand for water from
states in the region has also
reduced due torain as well as

Rains ease storage in Bhakra, Pong dams |

. filling up of the riverand
feeding tributaries and nul-
lahs downstream of the dam.
The outflow was about 17,000
cusecs on August 11, which
came down to about 11,000
cusecs on Tuesday:

At Pong on the Beas, the
inflow jumped from 94,000
cusecs on August 13 to 2.19
lakh cusecs on Tuesday morn-
ing. The outflow; which was
about 7,000 cusecs on August
11, has come down drastically
tojust 510 cusecs. .

Thien on the Ravi in Punjab
has witnessed a dip in inflow
from about 21,000 cusecs on
May 13 to 14,000 cusecs on
Tuesday. Reduced water
demand, however, has result-
ed in no water being dis-
charged from the reservoir on
August 13 and 14. About 5,000
cusecs were being released
before this.
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"Yamuna rises abovl%\danger mark again

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Barely twd weeks “

after the Yamuna water level
' receded belowthedangermark
of 204.83 metres, it was again
flowing at 205.23m at 6pm on
Tuestiay The sudden rise in
water level was attributed to
heavydischargefromthe Hath-
ni Kund barrage in Haryana.
The chief secretary has called
for an emergency meeting and

- givendirectionstoevacuate pe-
~oplefromlow-lyingareas.

. Officials said 1,74,072 cusecs
‘wasreleased over the last two da-

s and the water level isforecast

'tocross 205.3m by August16.
‘As a precautionary measu-

_re,itis important to replicate all
- steps taken by all stakeholders -

between July 28 and 31, inclu-
ding evacuation of people from
low-lying areas and conducting
announcements to persuade

them to move to safer places.
Further; all the staff in the field
should be on duty despite Au-

- gust15beinganational holiday,”
‘a statement released by the dis-

trict magistrate’s office said.

All vulnerable points ‘are-

beingidentified inadvanceand
boats from the revenue and flo-
od & irrigation departments
will be deployed in these areas,
official said. In addition, potab-
le water will be arranged by

DJB, while tents and food will

‘be made available at all loca-

tions from August 15.
“Wherever possible, schools
and community eentres may al-
S0 beused for temporary stay of
theevacuated people. Weare bet-
ter prepared this time around

‘and all measures are being ta-

ken just like last time to secure
low-lyinglocationsnextto theri-
ver,” said K Mahesh, districtma-
gistrate (eastand Shahdara).
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Red alert;in Kerala

T ature’s fury has taken a heavy 1011 in Kerala ~
| with more than 40 deaths and rendenng
N thousands of people homeless. The Union
government has come to the State’s aid with an
N immediate relief of Rs 100 crore. Climate change -
may be one of the causes for the unprecedented
i using 1 the worst floods in the State since
- 1924, The Disaster Management Authority has
declared ated alert in Alappuzha, Ernakulam, Kan- -
nur, Kozhikode, Malappuram_k?alakkad and
- Wayanad districts. Ten columns of the Army togeth-
er with the Air Force, Navy and NDRE personnel
_ were assisting in rescue and relief operations. Ker-
ala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, who accompa-
~ nied Union Home Minister Rajnath Smgh on an
 aerial survey of the flood-affected areas, demanded
an immediate relief of Rs 1,200 crore, He estimated
the damage caused at Rs 8,316. Heavy rains and
' vﬂash floods have damaged crops in thousands of
acres. The opening of flood gates of 22 dams ona
single day last week added to the misery of the - peo-
ple. The government has opened 1,026 relief camps
- to'provide shelter to those whose houses have been
washed away or damaged. The authorities waited a
bit too long to open all the five sluice gates of the
1 dam to conserve as much Water as pos-_ ,

L )

/f»ij »'f"‘

£

nt. The Boald gave pnonty to saving
maximum water for power generation and ignored

_the importance of ﬂood management and safety
ofthedam. '
. TheKerala government has been remlss, as

: many other States in the country, in preservmg and
safeguarding flood plains of the rivers and allowed
construction activities. The north-west monsoon
is also the landslide season. About 5,600 sq km of
the State’s total area is prone to landslides. Scien-
tists attribute human intervention like building
haghnses, construction of roads and stone quarry-

. ing for causing landslides, espec1a]ly ‘when there is’
prolonged heavy rain. The disaster management |
plan published in 2016 by the Kerala State Disaster
Management Authority, says- construction ofhigh-
rises and resorts have been on the rise in the vul- .
nerable area. Those who promote unscientific

- developmentactmnes should be held accountable

oS—— 4 for the landslides. .

Accordmg t0 a study, i(era]a has about 6 DOO
quames The use of explosives to blast rock in quar-
ries causes rapid landscape changes leading to
landsides. “Quarrymg and construction should not
be allowed in landslide-prone areas. Not only the
Western Ghats, but also the estuarine mangroves
should be preserved to minimize natural calami-
ties. The weather office has warned of heavy to very
heavy rains in the next couple of days. Kerala places
its: hopes on t’he Umon govemment tocometoits |
rescue.
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.67 DEAD IN KERALA RAIN

LASTTHURSDAY, farm labourer
O M Ismail woke up to find
floodwater in his hut at
Changadakkadavu = near
Panamaram in Wayanad district.
The 44-year-old, his mother,
wife and three children waded
through the rising water and

- climbed a two-storey building,

- from where they were rescued
laterin the day. =
As the water receded by

‘Monday, Ismail returned to find
~ that he had lost eve

~ children’s school books and uni-

forms were washed away. We

*havelostour documents. | was

building a new house with my
meagre earnings, but the flood has
weakened its structure,” he said.

Invillages along Panamaram
river, which takes the discharge
from Banasura Sagar Dam — the
largestearthen daminindia — the

- heavy spill from the dam washed

away the belongings of hundreds
of people. Wells were filled with
Waste water and mud houses ran
the risk of caving in. As the dam

waterslefta trail of destructionin -

Padinjarathara, Kottathara,

Vellamunda,

dents claimed they were not

- properly informed about the [ift-
| ingofthe dam shutters,

4
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rything. “My

Thariyodu,
" Panamaram and Pulpally pan-
chayats of the district, the resi-

ayanad district was reflected

 in the number of affected peo-
ple. On Monday, when 29,747

People were staying in relief
camps across the state, 13,461 of

 them were in Wayanad district,
theworstaffected.
~_ Bibin Joseph, Chief Engineer

(Dam Safety) of Kerala State

Electricity Board (KSEB), which .

‘operates the dam, said the board
took all steps to alert people
-about lifting of the shutters.
“However, there seems to bea
communication gap in taking
‘the message to the py
avoid this, we have now ap-
pointed an executive engineer to

~ coordinate with the district ad-
_Mministration,” he said. -

~ The dam, with full reservoir

level of 775.6 m, was opened for -

the first time this monsoon on

-and closed on August 5 asthe rain
subsided. However, subsequent
1ain in the district coupled with
sudden rise in water level in the
dam worsened the situation,
The catchment area reported
562 mm rain on August 7. That

day, the dam inflow was 10 per

centofitstotal storage. KSEBlifted
the shutters to 290 cm, which
eventually flooded the region,

~ Josephsaid the board had no
option but to release the excess

-water. “The rains were beyond

our prediction... We increased
the outflow in aphased man-

Ppeople.To
 Padinjarathara had come home

In Wayanad, villagers say
g0t no dam w

~ The grim situation in

vater warnin

o
per,"he said. \\'{' \\O

Astherainsreturned, the dis-

e lifted t0 210 cm,

illagers claimed
motissue any warn-
ing about lifting of shutters to
suchalevel. “The damis opened

~ during many monsoons, Never

has water engulfed our houses,
The board did not alert us.” said
KMoitheen in Kuppadithara,
K P Shamsudeen
Puthusserykadavu

of
near

from Saudi Arabia, where he

- Works as a driver, last week.
_ “When the water reached the !
- hearbyroad, I shifted mywife and

four children to her house. The

, r y'riVér}is'EOOmaway solwascon-
July 15.The$hutte:sWere lifted
10 130 cm in a phased manner,

fident the water would not rise
further. When]I came back to shift
my articles on Wednesday night,
water gushed into my house... ]
Was in neck deep water,” he said.

People living along the
Panamaram river blamed KSEB,
“The board waited tolift the shut-
tersofthe damuntil water started
overflowing If they had started re-
leasing water in small volumes,
this crisis could have been
avoided,” said PSajid, a resident.

According to the agriculture
department, incessant rain has
affected paddy and banana cul-
tivation. Standing crops.on 830
hectares has perished.

trict administration sounded a -
freshalertalongth banks of the
- river downstream Banasura
©n Tuesday, the
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PRAKASH KAMAT
i PANAJI G \
i The Goa government on
- Tuesday claimed that the
- Mahadayi Inter-state Water
Disputes Tribunal’s ruling,
was a “major victory” for
the State. On Tuesday, the
i tribunal decided that Goa
i will allot 13.42 TMC of wa-
ter from the Mahadayitiver
basin  to Karnataka, " as
against the latter’s demand
for 36.55. ST
Goa Congress, however,
called the verdict unfortu-
nate and urged the State to
appeal against it. ‘Former
i chief minister Francisco
Sardinha alleged that the
verdict was manipulated
by the BJP governrnent at
the Centre.
Rajendra Kerkar, _semor
& environmentalist and lead-
i er of Mahadayl Bachav Ab-
.. hiyan, an NGO which has
been simultaneously fight-
ing the case on the State’s
side, said, “This is a loss to
Goa, and a setback to its
environment and ecology.”
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| Rising Yamuna level forces
1,000 people to be moved

4

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: For a second stra— :

ight day, the water level at

" the Yamuna rose and touched

205.72 metres at I1pm - on
Wednesday, forcing = over

1,000 people to be evacuated |

| fromlow-lyingareas.

The waterlevel had shown -

- asharpriseinthe early hours

-of Wednesday after around
1.75 lakh cusecs of water was.

released from Hathni Kund

barrage in Haryana on Tues-
day night. Officials said the -

water level could rise even
further, after another 13,572
cusecs of water was released
at6pmon Wednesday. *
Precautionary measures
are already in place as they

were two weeks back, when
the water level at the Yamuna -

had crossed 206 metres.

Delhi chief secretary An- -

shuPrakash held anemergen-
cy meeting on Tuesday after
the water level crossed the

dangermark of 204.83 metres. .
The ‘warning’ level for the -

Yamuna is 204 metres.
According to officials
from the flood and irrigation

. department, Yamuna’s water

level stayed steady at 205.72
metres between 1pm and 6pm.

However, a slight increase is
likely when more water isre-

‘!ROUBLE OVERH.DWS. The water level could rise even further, after

Anmdya Chattupadhyay

another 13,572 cusecs of water was released at Gpm on Wednesday

leased from the Hathm Kund

barrage. “We are looking at -

the situation closely and ifthe

- water level does not drop, the
0Old Yamuna Bridge may be

closed to traffic once again,”
-said a senior traffic official.

K Mahesh, district magist-
rate (east and Shahdara), said
officials worked on August 15

uld be evacuated from low-ly-
ing areas. In addition, boats
have been kept on standby at
vulnerable points, while addi-

tional space is being made at

‘schools and community cent-
res. “We wereready for evacu-

‘as well, despite itbeinga pub-
~lic holiday so that people co-

‘ation. People have been mo-

ved to higher ground and pro-
vided tents and food. We will
continue to track the situa-
tion through the flood control
room and take action accor-
dingly,” said Mahesh.

The Yamuna had recorded
its highest water level in Delhi
in the last five years on July 31
when it touched 206.05 metres.
The water level had, however,
receded drastically after that
and had fallen below the *war-
ning’level in the next48hours.

Thehighestever waterlevel

‘recorded for the Yamunawas in
1978, when it had touched 207.49
- metresat Old Yamuna Bridge.
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Kerala received
! 1278 mm ramfall :
| on Wednesdgy : 12 districts
' SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT ‘and 35 dams and barrages  stream areas of the Mullaipe-
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM had to be opened to let out  tiyar dam after the water le-
A resurgent - monsoon water f from fast- ﬁlhng reser-  velrose to the capacity mark
brought Kerala to its knees vmrs - - of 142 ft, cutting off the State
on Wednesday, with the People;e&dmg along the highway connecting Kot-
State tottering under the ﬁbanks of the Periyar were tayam with Kattappana, the
worst floods inits history. . alerted to the possibility of headquarters of Idukk1 dls-
Submerged by floodwa- flash floods, and evacuation ~ trict. ,
ters, cities and villages lay procedures weremplace CinefMlmsteeraraylVy

E
£
P

|
{

I on August 15 as -
{,

deviation from’ norma1
average (14.66 mm)

 sing, as the withering broad-

_side unleashed by the
. monsoon rocked “the State:

from one end to ‘the other. :
Towns and settlements

and landslips; train, air and
road traffic were disrupted;

i D — Nabask

crippled as the circle of des- S
 truction mdened e thhts dlvarted X
~ The Cochin Intemauonal :
~ Airport at Nedumbassery ;
ﬂngthedayandseveralmls o
 turday after floodwaters en-

tered ;_the mway ‘and the

were cut off by flash floods

suspended operations till Sa-

verted to Thlruvananthapu-

thhts to Koc}:u were dl—

Emergency re-

 view meetmg with top offi-
_cials ‘at the government
secretariat here in the morn-
mg and 1aterspoke to ane

Tam, Mumbai and Connba- s

fare oo
- Panic gnpped the down
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~ thundershower was likely at

a few places across th
& in the next two day:
; Meanwhxle, a Cen
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Seelqng help on soc1al medla

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PATHANAMTHITTA

‘Social media - W Hooded
with « distress - calls from
stranded people as well as
videos of swirling waters tak-
ing over homesteads, roads - Fire Force finally launched
and riverbanks. 7 il » :  two boats in Aranmula for

The personnel of the Ar- Water flowing downstream  Tescue operations.

- my, the National Disaster from the Idukkireservoir. ~ According to Mr. Jacob,
Response Force, the State  =speciaL ARRANGEMENT = though he contacted the pol-
police and the RevenueDe- = = . jce and fire force personnel,

- partment had a tough time  In one instance, Jeffy Ja- they pleaded inability to

_ reaching out to the people cob, a youth from Ranmi- help him as they ‘did not

- marooned in different parts ‘Thottamon, appealed to have dinghies or boats to

In a video posted on his
Facebiok page, he showed
~water rising up to the first
floor of the house and also of
several homes in the locality
- remaining submerged. The

ofKerala o o . anyone rteady to listen to reach the inundated homes
‘Non-availability ' of ding- - him to nmnedlately Tescue teads.
hies and boats to carry out. two elderly persons at his The situation was no diffe-

_Tescue operanons was ama-  home, including his 90-year  rentin parts of Idukki, Waya-
. jor handlcap old grandfather o nad and Malappuram.




