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RESERVOIRS GET
AHEAD

Full capacity:
3,231 meft 54 mcft

Storage on Monday:
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Cholavaram

Full capacity:

881 meft nil

Storage on Monday:
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 Red Hills

Fudl aacity
3,300 meft

MAKEOVE
OF MONSOON

Storage on Monday:

170 mcft

Desilting work: Portions of the reservoir
near shutters and inflow points are being
cleaned PHOTO: b GOPALAKRISHNAN

K. L.ukshmi
w5 8king advantage of a position
% where the city's reservoirs have
nearly no storage, the Water Re-
sources Department {(WRD) has
started desilting portions of the
waterbodies, ahead of the north-
east monscon. These reservoirs
are the main sources of the city's
water supply.

Several machines are involved
Inn reinoving the silt aceumulated
for over adecade in the reservoirs
of Peondi, Red Hili and Chemba-
rambakkam. This is to ¢reate ad-
ditional storage space,

ioads of soil silting up the
Cholavarans reservoir, which has
been dry for two years now, have
been removed. The Tiruvaliur
collectorate has removed nearly
5,000 loads of savudu, » coarse
variety of soil, from the Cholavar-
am reservoir this month.

Officials said the quarrying has

Pesilting work: Quarrying was aliowed to
remave coarse sofl for over a month and add
MOTe SLOrage SPACE PHOTQ: B. JOTH: RAMALINGAM

AT PRESENT, THE
RESERVOIRS HAVEA
COMBINED STORAGE OF
436 MCFT, LESS THAN
4% OF TOTAL CAPACITY

helped increase the storage ca-
pacity of the lake considerably
and wiil also add revenue to the
government. Such soil is used in
projects such as construction of

Outer Ring Road. The depart--

ment had earlier increased the
height of the weir, a structure that
allows excess water to flow out of
the reservoir, to improve storage.
The points that bring in water
to Red Hills resesvoir from cateh-
ment areasare being cleaned. The
entry point of upper supply chan-
net carrying water from Tamarai-
pakkam anaicut to Red Filis res-
ervoir has been heavily silted up

rainwater and
cleaned

and overgrown with vegetation
near Poochi Athipatiu,

“We are cleaning such entry
points to add storage in the dry
waterbodies faster and withouwt
any leakage during rains. Moreo-
ver, portions of the lake where silt
is more are also being cleaned,” an
official said. The part of the Poon-
di reservoir near the shutters is
being cleared of silt and the soil
removed is used to strengthen the
bund, At present, the reservoirs
have a combined storage of 436
million cubic feet {meft), which is
less than four per cent of the total
capacity.

The storage in Chembaram-
bakkam reservoir went up mar-
ginally on arainy day last week as
the recently cleaned up channels
brought in more rainwater te the
iake. In u single day, storage went
tp by nearly 70 meft, which is
equal to 20 days of water supply
to Chennai,

Desilting work: Fntry points that fet in
portions in dry lake bed are being

PHOTO: B, JOTHI RAMALINGAM

Chembarambaldeam

.

Full capaczty‘
3,645 mcft

Storage on Monday:
212 meft

Desilting worl: Bangaru
channel from Seiperumby-
dur to Chembarambakkam
and new channel transfer-

ring rainwater from Kuth- !

ambakkam were desiltegd |

PHOYO: D GOPALAKRISHNAN 1
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eekend showers fail

to boost levels in lakes

Richa.Pinto@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: While the city and
its suburbs witnessed isoiated
showers over the weekend, it
failed the boost the levels of
lakes which supply water Ex-
cept for Tulsi and Vihar, which
are in the city limits, other
iakes n Thane district have
notreceived significani rain.

The total amount of water
in the seven lakes which sup-
ply water to Mumbai on Sep-
tember 14 was9.98 lakhmillion
Hitres, while last year that day it
was 1423 1lakh million litres,

The rainfall received at Vi
har was57mm, whileat Tulsist
was 55mimon September 1314
The rainfali recorded at Mo-
dak Sagar wag 460mm and
Bhatsa 3mm, while no rainfail
was received at Middle Vaitar.
na and Upper Valtarana,

DAYS OF WATER
SUPPLY AS ON SEPT 14

»Bhatsa »Vaitarna
{eastern {tity, western
suburbs) 1 suburbs)

187 235

LAKE LEVELS OVER
PAST FEW YEARS

2015 | 996" I 201211244
2014 {1423

201311301 1 m

(Figures in lakh milion Hitres)
QUANTUM OF cuT

»> 20% (from August 26}
» 50%for bulk consumers

A senior civie official said
Tulsiand Vikar arethesmaller
lakes buxt any rain is beneficial

to the city, which is withessing
a X% waber cub “Valarna,
which supplies water to the
¢ity and the western suburbs,
on September 14, had 235 days
of water supply, while Bhatsa,
which supplies water fo the
easternsuburbshas 187 daysof
supply This is against the 321
days of water we need,” saida
civicofficial, :

Thecivicbody daily supptt
es Mumbai 3,750 miliion lifres
of water, while the city needs
4,505 million litres. With the
20% cut, there is 3,200 million
litres of waten There are 370
ialth water connections in the
ity out of which over 2 lakh
areforsiums,

The India Meteorclogical
Depariment (Mumbai} has
forecast 4 fiew spells of rain or
thundershowers in the next 24
hours,
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A heavy rainfall warning
has been issued for the
next five days and a weath-
er warning has been put
out for fishermen on the
AP coast for the next 24
hours. The India Meteo
rological Department said
a low pressure area over
the west central Bay of

" Rengal was persisting.

An associated upper alr
‘eycionic circulation is
likely to hecome a well
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marked low pressure area
during the next 48 hours,
it said.

“Fishermen are advised
{0 be cautious while ven
turing into the sea owing
to strong surface winds
from the north westerly
direction along and off
north coastal Andhra
Pradesh and strong sur-

face winds from westerly

direction along and off
south coastal Andhra

Pradesh,” read the IMD

inference.
The southwest monsoon

Heavy rainfall for

ig currently active over
Telangana and coastal

‘Andhra Pradesh as per

IMD update. In the nexi
five days, moderate to
rather heavy rain or thun-
dershowers would occur
at many places over
Felangana and coastal AP

In the last 24 hours, rain-

ocourred at many places
over ‘Telangana  and
eoastal Andhra Pradesh.
More than 50 per cent of
the stations recorded

rains.
In "Telangana, Sirpur {)
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ext 5 days |

vg:

mandal of Adiiabad dis-
trict recorded the maxi-
mum rainfall of seven cm
followed by Sultanabad
mandal of Karimnagar
district and Julurpad
mandal of Khammam dis-
trict which recorded rain-
fadl of six cm each.

In - coastal Andhra
Pradesh, Anakapalle man-
dal of Vishakhapainam
district recorded the maxi-
mum rainfall of nine cm
each foliowed by Tiraviiu
mandal of Krishna which
recorded five cm rains. i
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Heavy rains lash Yadgir town, Bagalkot dist

YADGIR/BACGALKOT/KAR-
WAR: The Yadgir taluk contin-
ued to receive heavy rains for
the second day on Momday, dis:

| rupting normal life.

A majority of the water bod-

ies in the aluk are full to the
| brim and a bridge constructed
‘ hetween Hattigodura aad

Bammanahailli villages was
washed away affecting the
movement of vehicles on the
State Highway. The vehicles
hound for Surpur, Hyderabad,
Yadgir had 1o travel via Shapur,
The students in several villages
were upable to reach their
schools and coileges as the
movement of buses had come
to a hait, The temporary road
constructed during the work in
the bridge, too has been
washed away. Shahpur taluk
recorded a rainfall of 46 mm
on Sunday.

Several parts of Bagalkot dis-
trict too received copious rains,
Hungund, likel and Ku-
dalasangama received heavy
rains towards the evening. The

P

S

bridge 3Cr0ss a stream near Yadgir was washed away following heavy rains on

Monday. b4 PHOTD

downpour has filied a maiority
of ponds and tanks in the dis-
trict. Water gushed into low-iy-
ing houses and fields.

Rains gained mornenturn in

Karwar of Littara Kannada dis
trict also. The raing, which
started on Sunday evening
fashed Karwar town for 12
hours. Water gushed into

around five houses. There was
drizzling in Bhatlkal, Honnavar,
Kumta, Ankola, Haliyal, Dan-
deli and Mundagod.

DH News Service
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No Cauvery water as
per award this year,
State tells TN

BENGALURY: The State gov-
ernment has informed the
Tamil Nadu goverament that
it will not be able o release

- Cauvery river water as per the
tribumnal award this vear owing
to severe drought.

In a fetter to his Tamii Nadu
counterpart, Chief Secretary
Kaushik Mukherjee has stated
that Karnataka is facing acute
shertage of drinking water due
to the failure of the south-west
MONSeon.

This has depieted storage in
all the four reservoirs of the
Cauvery river. So, Karnataka
will not beable to reiease water
as per the final award in the
coming days, the letter added.

‘When contacted, Water Re-
sources Minister M B Patil said
the chief secretary has in-
formed the Tamil Nadu gov-

. ernment that itis not a normal
vear for Karnataka to refease -

water as per the award.

The Kamnataka government
hasbeenable torelease 66 tme
fr of water till August, against

the 92 tme fi fixed by the tribu-
nal.

Last year, the State received
copious monsoon Tain. So it
had released more than what
had been stipulated by the tri-

bunal, But the situation is en-

tirely different this year.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has been told that Kar-
natakz will be sticking to the
distress-sharing formula stip-
ulated in the award, he added.

Delegation

Revenye Minister V Srinivas
Prasad and Agriculture Min-
ister Krishna Byre Gowda are
scheduled to meet Union Agri-
culture Minister Radha Mo-
Ban Singh on Tuesday in Dethi
and submit 3 memorandum
seeking the Cenere's assis-
tance to tackle drought in the
State, .

The State ministers will seek
Rs 3,035 crore assistance o ex-
tend relief to the drought-af
fected people.’

DH News Service
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BISWANATH CHARIALL
Sept 13: The large-scale erp-
8100 Caused by the Borgang
and the Burot rivers {n Sonit-
pur district has taken 3 seri-
ous turn these days, result
g in loss of properties of
nearhy people amounting to
lakhs of rupees. The over.
Howing water and erosion of
the Borgang river have af-
fected areas Jike Nalbari and
Borbhee] severely, The

Fhoto shows erosion by the Buroi river i Son

households and agricultury]
lands of several families have
already gone into the hosom
of the river

These people are at a joss
newadays losing their earn-
ing sources, Though a good
muraber of organisations, sup-
ported by the affected peopie
have been demanding safety
to their fife and property, the
concerned departments of
the government have alleg-
edly failed to take action in a
positive direction, The local

o .

People feel that the Power
Grid Corporation of India
Limited is responsible for
this menace. According to
information, the Corporation
had installed four big towers
in the heart of the riverbed
to transmit electricity to its
Baghmari Project without
procuring No Objection Cer-
tificate (NOC) from the Wa-
ter Resources Department,
Government of Assam, Lat.
er, the water of the Borgang
river had to change its course
e

T

Contral Chronical { Bhapal )

towards the nearby villages
facing a hurdie because of the
big towers, The people had
protested the matter at the
time of instalistion of the
tower, but their protest fell
on deaf ears, Ag 5 resuit, the
affected pecpie have beep
forced to think of leaving
their properties and going to
& safer place,

On the other hand, the gl
leged rampant digging of sand
and stone near the source of
the Burot river has Jed to large-
scale erosion at the down-
stream of the river, The villag-
es tike Karihil Bangali, Nagy.
bil and Karibil Bazzar are the
worst affected. Around 30 fam.
flies have been taking shelter
these days in Bheluadanga Lp
School losing everything in

_erosion. The local people and

NGO ‘BChp alleged that the
sand-gravel makhals at Dulbing.
mukh under the BDepartrent
of Forest was the man reason
behind this erosion, Though
the makhals were ciosed later,
1O preventive measure wys
taken, The people have now
comstructed bambog porcy-
pines to get rid of the erosion.
The affected people have
trged the government to pay
heed to their woes,
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Paschim Dhemajt connecting PWD road has been affected b
hana subdivision, 0% Saturday. - UB Photos

et T s

Students crossing a makeshift bamboo bridge as the Ghilamora o
¢ vising waters of the Jiadhal river in Dhakuak
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"We will dissolve the
idol in our park in a spe-

Yauna Bachao

emphasised, He said that
he and other members of

cially-comstructed pond. the association were
As you prepare for the This way, we will be not appealing to other
traditional river immer- only saving the Yamuna Ganesh Puja commit-

sion this Ganesh Puia,

here comes an eco-friend-
ly news. Anexpat Odiva
community in New Delhi

river from poilution but

also protecting the envi-

ronment,” said Barik.
For this purpose, the

tees to follow the same
environmentfriendly

path and contribute in
saving the Yamuna.

has decided not to pol- association has taken With the Ganesh Puja
lute the river Yamuna permission from the - that falls on 17 Septem-
byt immerse the ido in Municipal Corporation her followed by idol

an “environment-friend- of Delhi {MCD) that will immersion on 20 Septem-

iy manner” ata

oversee the cleanliness

ber - to be followed by

makeshift community ' arrangemenits. Durga Puja and then
pond. ’ day in the evening, the traditional culture of “Since there is a Kali Puja, hundreds of
The community wiil “We have decided to visarjan (immersion)in  threat of dengue, we will  idols are immersed in
create the makeshift contribute to the Yamnu- the already polluted get the fogging and clean-  the Yamuna river-asin
pond on the immersion na Bachao Abhiyan, or  river,” sald Biswajit iiness done beforehand rivers in other paris of
day only~ that fallson 26 Save the Yamuna Cam- Barik, president of the to avoid mosguito breed-  the country - and end up
September ~ and will paigm, launched by the Sarbajanina Kalinga ing in the pond or the choking the already pol

shut the pond the same government by breaking  Association. nearby area,” Barik luted rivers.
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NEW DEEHL, REPTEMBER 15
The Northwest and Central
India, reeling under severe
heat-wave like conditions,
are expected to gel some
respite as the area is likely
to get a speli of four to five
days of rain after Septem-
ber 14, the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMI)
has said. i :

A weather system build-
ing over the Bay of Bengai

-will pump in moisture

along with a Western Dis.
turbance currenily hover-
ing over north Pakistan
and neighbourhood. “The
rain spel! over North and
Central India will begin
around September 19 and

Aast three to four days.
Some areas will get good
rain around Sepiember 22
and 23,” says IMD Direc-
tor BE Yadav

Farmers of North and Cen- -

tral can expect one good
spetl in this season and plan
accordingly, says Yadav
Explaining the reasons
behind  uncomfortably

high temperatures during

the “usually pleasant Sep-
tember” when the mon-
soon - begins ity refreat
from Northwest, he says
the month is known to
spring surprises In the

. rainfall pattern. As on

date the countrywide

monsoon deficiency has:

rigen to 16 per cent,
Rainfall is 20 per cent

deficient in the north-
west. Monsoon in the
northwest is also depend-
ent on WD, which has
been fewer this season.
With monsoon in an
extremely reficent mood,
especially over plaing of

North, Ceniral and West

India, minimum tempera-
tures are above normal by
2°C to 4°C at many places
over many places across
Rajasthan, Punjab,
Haryana, Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh, Gujarat, Jhark-
hand, madhya Maharash-
tra, Madhya Pradesh, West
Bengal, Sikkim, S8aurash-
tra, Kutch, Bihar, Kerala,
Tami Nadu and
Puduchersy and Andarman
& Nicobar islands.
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Govt to adopt Guj model of irrigation

Constitutes A Seven-Member Panel To Quickly Complete Aquifer Mapping

Vishwa Mohan &
SubodhGhildival | ven

New Delhi: Seeking to carry

forward the Gujarat-model of

irrigation reform in the
country and to quickly com-
plete the task of aguifer map-
ping to gquantiy available
groundwater resources, the
{Centre has constituted a sev-
en-member commitiee to res-
tructure the ceniral water
commission (CWC) and the
central ground water hoard
({CGWE) - the two key cen-
tral bodies that manage wa-
ferresources in india.

The commitiee, headed by
ex-planning commission
member Mihir Shah, has
heen asked to submit its re-
port in three months so that
government can make a poli-
¢y framework to utilize avail
able water resources in the
country inabetter way,

Sineemore than &% of the
availahle water is used for irri-
pation purpose, thefocus of the
panel would be to recomnmend.
suitablere-orientationandres.
tructuring of the CWC and the
CGWE at river basin and sub-
hasin level to take care of the

THIRSTY LAND
—

Indla has 18% of the
workd's population and
4% OF WATER RESOURCES
OF THE WORLD

1,869 BCM average
annual water availabiity
has been assessed by
Ceniral Water Commission

1,123 BCM average

annual potentiat of ‘utilizable’
quantity of water

prmmeeee ) BOM
surface water

433 BCM
ground water

BCM: Bilion cublc mterg_ F "

1,180 BCM
assessed
amnual water
requirement by
the year 2056

ANNUAL PER CAPITA WATER AVAILABILITY
1947 N 012
2001 I 1,816 Co

2011 TR 1545

in cuhic meter

PROJECTION: annual [CE ¢

meter by 2025 and to 1,140 cubic meter by the vear 2050
1 cubic reter = 1000 liters; Source: Ministry of Water Resources

needs of farming sector. While
the CWC is working for mana-
ging'\monitoring surface wa-
ter, theroleof the CGW8R s to
ook after the ground water sit-
sationinthecountry

The idea of restructuring
both these central bodies is to
optimally develop water re-
sourees inindia so that ail riv-

er basins andg resources can be
managed keeping in mind the
increasing unpredictability of
themonsoon andother climate
factors. Decreasing per capita
avaitahility of water and the
huge protected demand of this
natural resources hy 2054 are
alsotriggers for suchamove.
An order of the water re-

0 1,340 cabic

souyees ministry on constitu-
tion of commitiee, dated Sep-
tember 11, has specifically
mentioned the Gujarat-model
of reforms while asking the
cenfral body {o ensure waler
availabiiity o farmers through
creating last-mileconnectivity

Thoughithasn'telaborated
on the model, the reference is

Godavari, Krishna
to be linked today

nagood news tofarmers,

Andbra Pradesh chief minister
N Chandrababu Naidu will
rejeasewater of river Godavari
into Krishna on Wednesday to
mark the formal linking of the
tworivers, The programme will
be held near Vijayawada. State
water resources minister
bevineni Umamaheswara Rao
said that the state has created
history by completing the river
linking project todivert about 80
TMCofwater fromGodavarito
Krishna, Thelinkage of Godavari
water with Krishnahasinis
being made possible by the
‘Pattiseema’liftirrigation
scheme on Godavari riverin
West Godavari district, e

clearly aimed at Guiarat’s pro-
active approach to push water
harvesting, drip irrigation,
conservation of water re-
sourees through micro irriga-
Hon network and setting upor
creating village pond, check
dams and sand bag dams so
that water reaches the farmers
in all areas within the state.



Akanksha Jain

NEW DELHI: The environmental-
ists and courts are doing every
bit t¢ save Yamuns and check
misuse of floodpiains with or-
ders banning any activily near
the river, determining the

foodpiains afresh and a halt on

any construction on i,

However, in a latest devel-

opment, which has disquieted
environmentalists, the DDA
and the UP frrigation Depart-
ment have allotted land in the
active floodplain of the Yamu-
ni, opposite the Sarai Kale

Khan in west bank and oppo-

site the Mayur Vihar Phagse-Tin
east bank respectively to pri-
vate parties to set up batching/
concrete plants for the upcom:
ing Barapullsh Elevated road
curn bridge over river Yamuna,

Envirenmentalist  Manoj
Misra, who has been fighting
for saving Yamuna for years
now, has shot off & letter to

Lieutenant Governor Najeeh

Jung contending that %uch an
allotment of riverbank is “Hie-
gal, wrong, risky and in the
teeth of the judgment and on-
going case at the National
Green Tribunal®.

Mr Misra has also written to

secretary, Ministry of water re-
soureces Shashi Shekhar who is
aisa the chairperson of the
high-powered committee,

A concrete plant or » batch-
ing plant is a device that com-
bines various ingredients %o
form concrete, which is used in
construction works.

! ) p y

l
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- Land allotted to private parties
on Yamuna tloodplains

The two sites are supposedly risky as both went
under deep waters during the floods in 2010 and
A013, ~PHOTO: BY SPECIAL ARRANSEMENT

Mr Misra said the NGT order
clearly bars any new construc-
tion (temporary or permanent)
inthe flood plain of the river Va-
munain Delhi

He says the two sites in gues-
tion are risky as both these sites
went under deep waters during
the reeent floods inriver Yamu-
nain 2010and in 2013,

“The site opposite Mayur Vi-
har phase oneisanatural choice
for a water bodyunder the flood
plain Restoration plan,

“The site opposite the Sarai |

Kale Khan which as per the
mastér plan (MPD) s designat-
ed for Rajiv Gandhi Smriti Van,
had been used unauthorisedly
earlier too,” he says, )
The activist highlights how
the same site was allotted to the
Pelhi Metro Rail Corporation
in the year 2002 for a period of
three years by the Yamuna

standing committee but the

DDA never bothered to do so
and it was only after completion
of work on phase Il in the year
2015 that the land was finally
vacated.

" "And now for it (DDA to
again allot the said land to a pri-
vate company is beyond any
logic or authority, Why has this
land been then designated to be
developed as a Smriti Van, if it
hadtobe repeatedly misutilised
in the manner alleged?” asks
he. )

He has now requested that
theallotmentberescindedashe
said “aprivate party issupposed
to find its own site or Jand for
the said use, but if the work or-
der obligates the commission-
ing agency to provide the same,
thenwhy can’t the DDAidentify
and designate land for such an
activity as part of its master
planningandatasite awdy from
the river hed?” '

11
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3. Sandeep Kumar

VIJAYAWADA: Andhrs Pradesh
Chief Minister Chandrababu
Naide will vigit Paftiseema
on Wednesday to switch on
the first pump of his pet pro-
ject of bringing the waters of
the Godavari to the Krishna
Later he will rush to the vil-
lage of Ferry in Krishna dis-
" trict to see the two sacred
rivers mingle!

Engineers at the Paftisee-
ma project site were running
against time late on Tuesday
te rig up the pumps —
brought from China —
time for the function at 9
a.1%.

One pumgp is ready
. Sources in the company
| contracted to build the pro-
i ject said only one pump out
of the 24 needed would be in

| place for the inaugural, Ithad

| been a touch-and-go for theé

! heavy equipment offioaded

The confluence point of the Godavari-Krishng
Pavithra Sangamam at Ferry village on the
outskirts of Vijayawada. - pHOTC: V. RAJL.

at the Kandla port last week
and jugged 1o the project site
in West Godavari,

‘While water will gush out
of the pump switched on by
the Chief Minister, some wa-
ter borrowed from the Fadi-
pudi Hft irrigation project in
West Godavari was last week

st into the Polavaram right
main canal, which is stiil be-
ing built, and stored at Ferry
so as to meet Mr. Naidw's
predetermined deadiine of
September 16 to bring the
Godavari to the Krishna,

Te mark the occasion,
which Mr. Naidu has billed as

Pattiseema project to take off today

Tt will draw water from Godavari and release it into Krishna

histeric, special poojas will

be performed at Ferry village
on the outskirts of Vijuyawa- i

tia 1o mark the confinence of
the two rivers.

The Chief Minister has de-
creed that this spot be named
Godavari- Krishna  Pavitra
Sangamam.

TFhe project is designed to
draw 120 tme ft from the Go-
davari, the flusher of the
State's two big rivers, and re-
lease them info the Xrishna,
which has now become con-
stricted due to the erection

" of several dams upsiream.

Fwo missing

Staff Reporter writes:

Two youths were report-
edly missing in the Polava-
ram Right Canual on Tuesday.

Two Town Circle Inspec-
tor N. Durga Prasad said ex-
pert swimmers had been

pressedt  into  service o
search for Shaik Subhani, 25
and Murali, 24.
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HEW DEVHE Rain, which has given
Dethi a miss this menth so far,
s Likely to return fo the city on

Friday

The India Meteorological
Department has forecast thun-
dershowers and light rain for
four days, starting Friday

The city has been witnessing
muggy weather for the past three
weeks, with September seeing no
rainfall as alt il Tuesday, The
city normally receives close to
120mmof rainfallin September.

While large partsof thecoun-
try saw massive rain deficit till
August, Dethi was better piaced
than others, September, however,
fias been a different story with
no rain yat.

On Tuesday, the maximum

ajg.in Delhi

temperature was recorded at
38 degrees Celsius, four degrees
sbove normal. The minimum
was recorded at 27.5 degrees
Celsius, three degrees above
normai, Gurgaon, however, was
hotter at 40.5 degrees Celsius.

Wednesday is expected to see
similar weather with a partly
eloudy sky with temperatures
hovering betweent 38 degrecs and
271 degrees Celsius.

he country’s monsoon defi-
cit so far ie 16% and IMD is not
eyeing a large recevery. Rains
started off strong in Jjune and
Judy but August and September
proved to be a downer for the
couhiry

According to the Met's clas-
gification, the monscon i
considered normal if rains
are befween 96% and 104% of
the 50-year average rainfall

from Friday: Met

For the city, the lack of rains
has not just meant soaring tem
petatures but also poor air qual:
ity, In the absence of rainfall,
which helps seitie particuiate
matter i the air, the quality has
gone down rapidly in the past
two weeks with the air quality
index in some areas rising to
1evels classified as very poor

On Monday as well as
ruesday, the air guality
remained poor. During July
and Augusf, when monsoen
vemained active in the city
thls year, the air quality
remained good consistently
since the rain helped clear the
air of polintants.

The atr quality is poorest in
winter months since they are
thedriest and also see fog which
fraps poilutants.

u Tha city has boen wit-

with September seelng no
vainfall at afl 1l Tuesday
-mawmavmwes
close 4@ 120men of ralnfall
in Septernber _
u The coundy’s MONS00t

deficit sofris Ik and .

IMD s not ayelng 3 large
racoyery, Rains started
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severe drought as

monsoon retreats,

Zia Hae *

» 7 haq@hindustandknes. com

NEW DELHE A cripphing dro
has gripped four sl’zahtii andusf;z
eral others are struggling with
tough farm conditions because
of a poor monsoor, making it
tougher for the Narendra Mod:
Bovernment to ease rural dis-
tress and tame retail prices of
sorﬁ:rfood ifems.
nataka is the first

to deciare a drought mves;?ég
aimost the entire state — 27
of 36 districts. Neasly half of
Maharashtra remaing parched
although the state hagn't m}zif

~ fied a drought yet. Over a third

of the land in the twin stutes of
Andhra Pradesh
are mugder stress_and Teiangana
) TRONSONT i% now | -
cient, higher than the Mg?s{}l)ﬁ
diction of 2 12% shortfal becavse
of a powerful El Nine, a globa}
weather glitch whese effects can
np%lgs across the world,
is a back-to-hack dro
and could be one of the wor:f{x}:t
three decades. Last vear, a 12%
below-normal monsoon crimped
foodcutput by almost5%. Therains
are vitgl as two-thinds of Indians
depenémafarm%asedinommizz
Asfa's third-fargest
The four affected states
account for nearly a third of
the couniry’s food output,
CONTINUEL: ON PAOGE 12

Four st"ate'é battle

Four states battle

4

severe dmught,,gv

1 was making arrangements to
provide additional 50 days of
raan-work in drought-hit areas
under the MONREGA rural job
scheme. |

Tt had enrlier announced adie-
sel subsidy since farmersrely on
water pumps to irrigate fields
and allowed states to use funds
avaiiabie under the Rashiriya
Krishi Vikas Yojana and other
schemes for drought mitigation.

Overall, as the monscon

season draws to a close, nearly
half of the country has received
helow normal rains. An analysis
shows crops such as onlon, the
widehy-constined tur dal, coarse
cereals and cotton will takea hit,
an official told BT

He said the government was
speeding up imports fodeal with
+he crisis and the first consign:
ment of pulses would land with
in the next eight days.

More worrying has been the
deepening rural erisis. Rural
wages - a key component to
gauge farm-based earnings
_..rose at a shuggish 4.6% in 2
12-month period ending June,
compared to a 12% rise in the
corvesponding period a year 2g0,
says a veport by Barclays.

Water Jevels in 88 national
traportant reservoirs are at haif
their capacity, which is lower
than the if-year average. “India
has suffered weather-related
turbulence for years but what is
worrying is that with rising fre-
guency of suchevents, the impact
15 getting increasingly amplified

. hecause holistic efforts foreduce

siructural valnerabilities are
iacking,” said DK Joshi, chief
economist at Crisil.

Omion and pulses, whese infla:
tion rates rose 65% and 36% in
August from a year ago, are two
jtems that could keep food prices
high. A senior onionamonitoring
official said the cyop eould suf
fer in the winter season 00 in
regions that received less rain.,

! sra, Karpataka and
some gouthern states are major
onion producers. There the sifu-
ation is bad. But in Rajasthan
and Gujarat, the onion area is
showing signs of expanding
because rains were good,” said
RP Gupta, the head of National
Horticultural Research and
hevelopment Foundation,
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