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Water Ways

Without water, everything
dies. No one “owns”water. It
might rise onyour property, -

. butitjust passes through-you

canuseit, butitisnotyoursto -

own. It is part of the global
commons, part of our life
supportsystem.
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Wrangles Over Water

As Karnataka and Tamil Nadu slug it out, Pakistan wages a water war on India

Brahma Chellaney
The violence-marred
water feud between

Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu illustrates how
water stress is fuelling
bitter discord between
states over sharing the most vital of ali
natural resources. The Supreme Court
intervened this year too 1n the Punjab-
Harvanadispute inthe Indus Basin over
the Sutlej-Yamuna Link Canal.

The growing inter-provincial water
wrangles draw attention to India’s great
water folly in 1960: It signed a treaty that
allocated to an enemy state, Pakistan,
most of the Indus river systen waters,
without any guid pro quo. The Indus
Waters Treaty (IWT) reserved for India
just 19.48°% of the total waters of the
six-river Indus system.

An emboldened Pakistan, having
secured what still ranks as the world’s
most generous water-sharing treaty. set
itssightson capturingtheIndianpartof
Jammu and Kashmir through which the
three large rivers reserved for Pakistani
use by the IWT flowed. In more recent
vears, Pakistan has also found novel
wavs to turn the IWT into a weapon
agalinst India.

From waging conventional wars
against India from almost the time it was
created to sustaining a protracted proxy
war by terror against it, Pakistan has for
over a decade now been pursuinga “water
war' strategy against India. Thisstrategy
centres on repeatedly invoking the IWT's
conflict-resolution provisions to “inter-
nationalise™ any perceived disagreement
s as tomount pressure on India.

In its latest move to corner India,
Pakistan has initiated steps to haul it
before a seven-member international
arbitral tribunal in The Hague for
pursuing two hydropower projects In
J&K. Twice before in the past decade.
Pakistan triggered international inter-
cession by similarlv invoking the
treatv'sconflict-resolution provisions.

Pakistan’s strategy. coupled with its
use of state-reared terrorists. could
potentially force India’s hand. If India
begins to view the IWT as a liability and
sees itself as the suffering loser. little
can save the treaty. After all. India has

the option in international law to dissolve
the lopsided but Indefinite treaty. The
Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty was also
of indefinite duration but the US

unilaterally withdrew f{from it after
Russia opposed 1tsrevision.

The withdrawal option. however.
cannot be exercised by a risk-averse
nation. India may be parched today but
there is still no national discussion
about how Pakistan is repaving India’s
water largesse with blood by sponsoring
cross-border acts of grislv terrorism.
The water card 1s probably the most
potent instrumentIndiahasinitsarsenal-
more powerful than the nuclear option.
which essentially 1sfor deterrence.

India’s belated moves to address the
problem of electricity shortages and
underdevelopment in J&K by building
modestlysized, run-of-river hvdropower
plants have rankled Pakistan. although
the IWT permits such projects (which
use a river’s natural flow energv and
elevation drop to produce electricity:
without theneed foranvdam reservoir).
The treaty requires India to provide
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India should hold out a
credible threat of dissolving
the Indus Water Treaty,
drawing a clear linkage
between Pakistan’s right to
unimpeded water inflows and
its responsibility not to cause
harm to its upper riparian

Pakistan with prior notification, including
design information, of any new project.
Although prior notification does not
mean the other partv's prior consent.
Pakistan has construed the condition as
arming 1t with a veto power over Indian
works. To keep unrest in J&K simme-
ring. it has objected to virtually every
Indian project. Its obstruction has delaved
Indian projects for vears. driving up
thelr costs substantially

Not surprisingly, there have been
repeated calls in the J&K assembly for

revision or abrogation of the IWT. By
gifting the state’s river waters to Pakistan,

.the treaty has hampered development

there and fostered popular grievance.

J&K’s total hydropower-generating
capacilty inoperation or under construc-
tion does not equal the size of a single
mega-dam that Pakistan 1s currently
pursuing, such as the 7.000 MW Bunji
Dam or the 4,500 MW Bhasha Dam.
Indeed, while railing against India’s
run-of-river projects. Pakistan has
1nvited China to build mega-damsin the
Pakistani-occupied part of J&K. 1tself
troubled by discontent, 1ncluding
against the growing Chinese footprint
there. especially 1n Gilgit-Baltistan.

A 2011 report prepared for the US
Senate Foreign Relations Committee
called the IWT “the world’s most
successful watertreaty” forhaving with-
stood conflicts and wars. The treaty has
been a success mainly because of India,
which has continued to uphold the pact
even when Pakistan has repeatedly waged
aggression and fundamentally altered
the circumstances of cooperation.

International law recognises that a
party may withdraw from a treaty in the
event of fundamentally changed cir-
cumstances. Pakistan’s continuing use
of state-reared terrorist groups against
India constitutes reasonable grounds
for the iInjured party to unilaterally
withdraw from the IWT. Sustained spon-
sorship of cross-border terrorism over
manyv years has created fundamentally
changed circumstances that undermine
the essential basis of India’s original
consent to the IWT, while significantly
alteringthe balance of obligations.

The Indus is Pakistan’s jugular vein.
If India wishes to improve Pakistan’s
behaviour and dissuade it from
exporting more terrorists. it should hold
out a credible threat of dissolving the
IWT. drawing a clear linkage between
Pakistan's right to unimpeded water
inflows and its responsibility not to cau-
se harm to 1ts upper riparian. A fatlure
torespect that linkage should free India,
for example, to link the Chenab (which
has the largest transhoundary flow)
with the Ravi-Beas-Sutle] svstem to
address water scarcity initsnorth.

The writer is Professor of Strategic Studies
at Centrefor Policy Research. New Delhi
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levelsin Cauvery basin dams

Live storage below 20 tmcﬁ and

BENCALURU: JD(5) state
president and former chief
minister H D Kumaraswamy
is not ready to believe the
state government when it
comes to statistics pertaining
to water levels in the Cau-
very basin dams and the
guantum of water reieased
to Tamil Nadu.

Addressing reporters in Ben-
galuru on Wednesday, he said
the government is not furnish-
ing reliable information to the
people on the water levelsin the

four reservoirs of the Cauvery -

basin. It is much lower than
what the government is claim-
ing, he insisted.

However, Water Resources
Minister M B Patil has said the
government is not hiding from
the public the ground reality on
the availability of water in the
Cauvery basin which caters to
the needs of major cities includ-
ing Bengaluru, Mysuru, Mandya
and 600-odd villages. On
Wednesday he provided data on
the water position in the Cau-
very basin reservoirs and stated
that there was 32 to 33 tmcft
water available in the four dams.

However, according to Ku-
maraswamy, the hive storage 1n
all the four damstogetheris less
than 18 to 20 tmcft. While there
s 5.18 tmcft live stock avaitable
in the Harangi. it is 2.85 tmcft
in the Kabini, 5.8 tmcft in the
Hemavathi and 7 to 8 tmctft m
the KRS. Soon the levels would

Mandya MLAS
meet CM

Cutting across party lines,
elected representatives
from Mandva district have
sought to know how the
government will ration wa-
ter for both drinking water
and irrigation needs, when
the dam levels are so Jow.
Led by Meikote MLAK S
Puttannaiah, the legislators
and Mandya MP C S Put-
taraju, met Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah and sought
compensation for crop
losses suffered by farmers.
Purtannaiah said that 32
tmcft of water was available
in the basin, which is not
sufficient to meet the water
needs next three months.

hitdead storage. leaving no wa-
ter for both drinking purposes
and farming, he added.

Kumaraswamy said that
though the government had
claimed that it had released 27
to 28 tmefrwater to Tamil Nadu
up to August 19, he had learnt
that mere than 42 to 43 tmeft
of water had alreadyv been re-
leased even before the Supreme
Court's September 5 order.

He charged that Central Wa-
ter Commiuttee officers are from
Tamil Nadu cadre. and the state
government is relying on the in-
formation provided by them.
The information would be ma-
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Live water level in Cauvery
basin as on Wednesday
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31.57% tmer

‘Water level including
dead storage is

41493 tmen.

Water released from June 1
to Sept 14 for irrigation
purpose in Cauvery basin

38.5

Water released for drinking
purpose in Cauvery basin
hetween June 1 and Sept 14

11 tﬂ"‘eut

Water realised at the
Biligundlu CWC gauging
point in the Karnataka-TN
border ason Sept 13
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nipulated, he opined. Stating
that JD(S) no longer cared
about how much more water
would be released to Tamil
Nadu, he said, "My party's only
stand is that the government

should release a compensation
of Rs 25.000 per acre to the af-

fected farmers in the Cauvery .
basin as well as Tungabhadra.”

|

_— .

Minimum water requirecl
in the Cauvery basin till
May 2017

75-80 tmictt

The projected shortfall
in case of paucity of rains

-8 tmctt

(Cavvery basin has four
reservoirs - KRS, Harangt,
Kabini, Hemavatht)

not 33 as stated by mmlster

e nT

Infiow into the four Cauvery
basin reservoirs as of now

2K-4K cusecs/day

‘Projected drinking water
requirement titl May 2017
in Cauvery basin

27-28 tmcft

Projected water required for
irrigation till May 2017

35-40 tmcft

Yield expected from rai”ns
from Oct 2016 to May 2017

40 tmctt

In the last 41 years, the
average lowest inflow into
the reservoirs in Cauvery
basin between Sept 2016
& May 2017

35-40 tmcft

SOURCE: CWC: CENTRAL WATER COMMISSION

He demanded that the govern-
ment immediately convene the
legislature session to discuss the
Cauvery issue. Bengalureans
are not getting sufficient drink-
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ing water now. Post December,
it would be "Bisleri Bhagya’,

thanks to the government, Ku-
maraswamy said sarcastically.
DH News Service
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~ IMD Confident
Of Its 106%
Avg Forecast

Anandi.Mishra@timesg reup.cem

Pune: India may bestaring at
a below-average monsoon.
From June 1 to September 14,
the country received 759.9mm
rainfall-—a 5% departure fr-
om the normal 802mm of ra-
. Infall during this period. Ra-
. jasthan and western Madhya
. Pradesh have received excess
rainfall, while eight regions
including Assam and Megha-
laya, Kerala, Punjab and New
Delhi have received deficient
raintall sofar

However, the Met depart-
mernt remains confident that
its prediction of 106 % rainfall
of the long period average

The Tribune ( Chandigarh )

L_Fre Times of india ( Mumbai )

%a’%’éﬂ[r ( U )

The Telegraph { Kotkata )
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~ Monsoon lags across India,
shows 5% normal rain deficit

WET DAYS AREAD?

EXCESS RAIN

»Rajasthan, western

| 'Madhya Pradesh

& DEFICIENT RAIN

ia 5':;{'.; , ¥ + E iﬂii }ASS&m Meghalaya

PRI K orala, Punjab and
B 23 x"_' DEIh]

L TFEETIRGER | 2015, the southwest

. . e Cherrapunn. Meghalava monsoon brought

mw Tl 758.6mm rainfall from
Rainfall Normal IMD Forecast June 1 till September 28
Received | Rainfall | 16€% of long- | as against an average
1555mm | 802mm | period average | of 879.6mm |

> Rain likely for two more weeks in W Maharashtra, P.7

(LPA)will hold true.
An India Meteorological

Department (IMD)official sa-

1d heavy to extremely heavy
rain is expected over north
Konkan and Goa, particular-
ly over Dahanu, Raigad,
MumbaiandRatnagiri, inthe
next48hours. “Pune will also

be under the influence of this
weather system,” hesaid.

This could be the last hea-

vy spell of rainfall thismonso-
on as conditions have become
favourable for its withdrawal
In the next three or four days.
The southwest monsoon usu-
ally starts withdrawing in the

| @ HAFAE TAATETD

'he Deccan Hearld ( Bengluru )
The Deccan Chronical ( Hyderabad )

Central Chronical ( Bhopal )

Four major dams

in B'wada stili dry

£ ourmajordamsinthe

. parched Marathwada
regionare still at dead-storage
levels three-and-a-half months
into the monsoon season. The
situationin Majalgaon and
Manjra damsin Beed district
and Sina Kolegaon and Lower
TernadamsinOsmanabad
districtisthesameasitwasin
the corresponding period last

- year.P10

flrst week of September but
this has been delayed by two
weeks this year. “The process
of monsoon withdrawal will
begin in the next three to four
days from parts of west Ra-
jasthan,” the official said.

» Area under pulses up, P 10
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State flo

nent steps to chec

Minis

jeev Kumar Balyan, W
ected people Of

taking

also interacted with
d here

tor reviews
od damage

W o\ e

k flood, erosion

Assures perm
STAFF CORRESP ONDENT information ahout the problems €1 has swallowed some 28 rev-
| caused by flood and eros1on. enue villages, te€a plantations,
DIBRUGARH, Sept 13:  The mimnster .sured early several tracts of agricultural
Union Minister of State for sanctioning of the pending landalong Rohmoria in Dibru-
Water Resources DT Qap- project proposals in the Roh- garh district and Dhola in Tin-
hois moria area. He aiso ~ssured  sukia district Several families
' taking have become homeless in both

eas. The nearby villag-

on a two-day visit 1o the thea
Qtate to make 2 ground as- upSOmE permanent measures thesear
sessment of the damages tocheck hoth erosionandflood €8 aI€ the worst affected dur-
caused by flood and ero- 1nthearea. ing the floods. The Brahmapu-
sion, visited the flood-and  'The Unjon Minister wasac-  tra erodes huge chunks of the
erosion-prone Rohmoria companied by Minister for eartheachyear in these areas.
area near here today. Water Resources Keshab Ma- On January 16, 2012, the
The Union Minister visited hanta and local MLA Ritupar- then Union Minister 101 Wa-
Kachuani and B0 goritoliareas Ta Baruah. The Union Minis- ter Resources Pawan Kumar
1 . nis  terisexpected tobe inMajuli Bansal of the UPA government
had visited the area-to inspect

“the geo bag technology project
Kachuan village.

of the area to gather first han
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STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Sept 13: Chief Mimister Sarba-
nanda Sonowal today told the Union Minister
of State for Water Resources and River Devel-

| opment, Dr Sanjeev Kumar Balyan that heavy
siltation on the river bed substantially reduced
water bearing capacity of the river Brahmapu-

tra and 1n order to con- CM d

V1l
ol flood, the Brahmapu- p p "
tra and 1ts tributaries < e RS
have to be controlled in lne wit

river of China.
Sonowal also said that the State Govern-

g X ':r"r"--l' ol

m _
]55'%‘?('1[0'1 ( gcal

1butaries

dredging in Brahmaputra and 1ts

and sought Centre’s assistance. A comprehen-

sive dredging on the Brahmaputra and 1ts tiflb-
utaries besides helping the State to negotiate
with the flood and erosion successtully will
create new vistas for Inland Water Transport
nd of course for the economy of the State.

Balyan, who 1s in Assam t0 assess the ex-
' tent of damages caused

by flood and eroston had
2 meeting with the

Sonowal at Arunachal Circuit House at Mo-

hanbari, Dibrugarh today and vowed to take
steps for an effective and speedy solution of

| ment has taken up the matter with the Dredg-

. . n S
ing Corporation of India Limited to carry out (

Brahmaputra ...

(Contd from page 1) * ;
utted a report highlighting the magmtude of-

Sonowal sub

| damages induced by the waves of floods in Assam this year. Hé-:;

apprised the Union Mimster of the flood-inflicted damages 1.
Assam to the tune of crores of rupees. He also drew the Uniorn
Minister’s attention of the perennial problem of flood and erosion -
and their cascading effect on the lives and economy of the State.”

Informing Dr Balyan about a World Bank expert committee’s |

| report on the flow and current of the Brahmaputra which is very :

sharp and uncontrollable at times, Sonowal emphasised on using -
modern technology to tame the Brahmaputra to minmise 1ts
mayhem along the downstream. Sonowal also requested for the,
Centre’s financial aid along with other assistance to save the.;
State from the recurrent problems of flood and erosion.

Dr Balyan said that the Centre accorded top importance to:.
the flood and erosion and is dealing with it with utmost sincer-
ity. He also said that Centre’s sincerity to deal with flood and
erosion in Assam became evident when Prime Minister:
Narendra Modi asked him to visit the erosion hit areas and.
assess flood inflicted damages 1n the State. | :

Water Resources Minister Keshab Mahanta, Member of

Parliament of Dibrugarh Rameswar Teli and several MLAs
were present at the meeting. ’

flood and erosion related problems in Assam.
ee page 2)
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Ram deficit stands at 5% as
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- monsoon starts retreating

Amit.Bhattacharya
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The monsoon,
which remained unexpect-
edly weak in the second half
of the rainy season, has
started withdrawing from
thecountry It hasalreadyre-
treated from parts of west
Rajasthan, the Met office
said on Thursday. .

Wind circulation pat-
terns have changed over the
western extremes of Rajas-
than, along with a reduction
inhumidity and dry weather
— all characteristic of the
monsoon’s withdrawal —
the India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) said.

- The normal date for mon-
soon -to begin withdrawing

from west Rajasthan is Sep-
: “tember

1. It gradually re-
ireats from the rest of the

_-—
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Covering L., YIS

DIMINISHING RETURNS

OVERALL MONSODN 50/
DEVIATION

* Data for Sept 1-14

2L1%

- country, a process that can

take up to 45 days. “In the
nextfewdays, monsoon isex-
pected to retreat from more
areas in northwest India.
Thereafter, the withdrawal
from the rest of the country
is likely to be gradual,” said
B P Yadav, director, IMD.

IMD had predicted an

“above normal” MOnsoon —
106% rainfall of thelong peri-

........................

od average. Theforecasthada
4% margin of error with
102% rainfall recorded in the
current monsoorn season.

With just a fortnight left
for the rainy season to end
(although monsoon may
continue into October iIn
some parts of the country),
the figure is unlikely to
change beyond two-three -
percentage points.

All-India rainfall has
largely remained less than
normal since August 10,
leading to an overall mon-
soon deficit that now stands
at 5%. This puts monsoon
currently in the “below nor-
mal” category.

On the brighter side, the
monsoon this year was good
and well-distributed in July
and first half of August,
which is the crucial period
for kharif sowing.

.......................................
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SC pulls up T.N., Karnataka
over Cauvery protests

KRISHNADAS RAIAGO PAL

- NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court |

on Thursday rapped the gov-
ernments of Karnataka and
Tamil -Nadu for allowing
bandhs and agitations to chal-
lenge its order passed in pub-
lic interest to share Cauvery
water between the States.

“We expect the govern-

ments of Karnataka and Taml
Nadu to maintain their dignity
and respect for rule of law. We
reiterate that neither bandhs
nor agitations can take place

Plea hlghllghted huge
| losses due to -

violence in both
the States '

passed an order.. Our.order
has to be complied with..

‘Convey this to your govern-

ments today itself,”  Justice

‘Dipak Misra told ,the panel
lawyers of Karnataka and

Tamil Nadu, after summoning
them to the front of the
courtroom.

Bezich,

| ]ustlce U.U. Lalit, was hearing

a petition filed by P. Sivaku-
mar, a resident of Kanyaku-
mari district in Tamil Nadu,

highlighting the huge losses

caused by mobs who pillaged

" and looted in both States. The
- petition said ordmary people |

lived in danger in what re-
sembled a war zone after vio-
lence broke out following the
court’s order on September 12,
rejecting Karnataka’s plea to
stop the release of 15,000

cusecs of water to Tamﬂ
Nadu.

after the Supreme Court

FROM PAGE ONE

The petition, filed
through advocate N. Ra-
jaraman, urged the court to
direct the States to act

. agamst the instigators and

give damages.

“We are compelled and
even constrained to say that
it is the duty of the States to

" see that no agitation or de-

struction or damage takes
place... People cannot be al-
lowed to take the law into
their own hands...
obligatory on Tamil Nadu
and Karnataka to prevent

guch a situation from

arising,” Justice Misra ob-
served.

Serving copies of the pet-
ition on the lawyers in the
courtroom itself, the Bench
tagged the petition to other
Cauvery |
heard on September 20..

“We sincerely hope that
wisdom may prevail among
competent authorities to
maintain peace. Convey it
today itself that we expect
both States to maintain

peace, harmony, poise and

dignity and respect for law;”
Justice Misra told the
lawyers.

The Bench referred to
the rudgment m the In Re

" The

SC pulls up Karnataka
and T.N. over Cauvery

It was

matters to be

| _._“’dudme E CONTINUED ON FMEL

\‘:é-

private property versus ]
State of Andhra Pradesh of
2009 in which the Supreme
Court laid down the law on
the safeguards to be put in
place by the authorities be-
fore an agitation.

The ruling had said agita-
tions should be compre-
hensively wdeogra'phed ‘
the police should con-. -
stantly monitor and con-. |
duct reviews of the status of
an agltatlon and commit -
the agitating leaders to a.
prior undertaking of peace.
In case of violence, the po-
lice should file a report
with the State government,
which should hand it over
to the High Court or evento
the Supreme Court for Suo |
‘'motu cognisance. . |

At the hearing, ]ustlce
Ialit asked counsel for the
petitioner whether the
strike against the order was

. still on. -

“Is your information cor-
rect? We heard that the
strike calmed . dowm..,”
Tustice Lalit said.

But counsel responded
that a rail roko was on in
Karnataka today [on
Thursday] and another was
scheduled in Tamil Nadu
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NEW DELHI Water quality of the
river Ganga shows the pres-
ence of bacterial contamina-
tion besides traces of pollut- -
ants -like heavy metals and

pesticides, says the Central
Pollution Control Board_

(CPCB). -

In a detaﬂed IEPOI‘t cov-:
ering various aspects of con-

tamination in the river, the

CPCB has informed the Na-
tional Green Tribunal that

the Ganga, spanning 'a dis-

tance of 543 km between

Haridwar and Kanpur, was
aﬁected by 1,072 senously

.. pollutmg mdustnes w‘hxf:‘h"’“

~ago
~ blocked fof any purpose and -

are releasing heaVy metals

.- and pestlc:des

“Many yems/centun es

1he- Tiver Was not

due to tinidted habitation on
the banks ﬂ'lere was hardly.

~any dlsposal ofwaste into the
- river. Now, the river Gangais

blocked/dammed at many

places  (upper Himalayan
stretches and on. the plains
such as: Haridwar, - .Bijnor,
Narora and XKanpur) and wa- -

ter - has been dlver‘ted “for .

_varmus uses sAs a result, the

erwmer quallty and eco]egwal
sanctityis threatened. .- -
- “Water quality of the
Ganga is showing presence

‘of bacterial contamination- -

besides reporting” of pres--
ence of trace pollutants like
heavy metals and pesticides. .
“in some.of the studles ” the -
- CPCB said in the report filed

in pursuance to the NGT’s -

September 6 order.
At -present, 823.1 million
“ htres per day (MLD) of un-
€ated sewage and 21242
MLD 0f industrial effluent
ﬂows anto the nver whlle

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)

three ef the four momtored
- Sewage - Treatment Plants
- (STP) were non-eemphant
mth the set standards, it sald

Zero qutud discharge

‘Withre gard to Zero Li md
Dlscharge (ZLD) by mdus-
~tries, the CPCB said ﬂ has al-
ready dlreeted th em . ﬂ‘?te

achieve ZLD,dn distillery,
. tannery and $extile amits 4s it
a,mras mandatggr :that peﬂut--
-~ ants fike chro ihit ;botal dls-=
solved sohdand{;thefj em-
icals are Sepafate; Ebe‘fore
they are dmpb&eia’af. ks ¢ PT’I

:-'t,"‘--
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‘Meteorological De
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE -!-:;,».__a---a?fm,rno?lsoon m ?Eten
NEWDELHI.SEPTEMBERTS  .see a spike in vector-borne dis-
T -eases, spread by ae ‘
AS_; DELHI reel?d underaspateof mnsqmmmyawgs:;}gﬁ
:ﬁn-relate_d diseases, officialsof - humidityaﬁé temperatures be-
Dee India M eteorologiga] tween 25-35 ﬂegfees Celsius.
partment said _tht_-:- monsagh - The number of dengue and
Was going to persist in Delhi for chikungunya cases start comi
atleastfivemoredays, . =+ : vith
“... There is no chance ofm drawal of '
- ¥ T, : monsoo
I\;Vﬁﬁ]&irazval fmlm Delhiinthe  The capital hﬁ?egﬂgdofigrz
ve days at least. It will take mm of rain between '
/eaays ; ta une 1
More time," said B P Yadav direc- Septernber 15 this yeajr said lirfllg
tor, weather forecasting, India officials. |
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Pollution body checks Yamuna
quality before & after immersio

D,

Ritam Halder

dasraunghbephdbrinbpaypaprnauagy e un e el pa g E SRR A F RS

# ritam. halder®hindustantimes.com

NEW DELH!I: To check on the
increase in pollution levels in

‘the Yamuna, before and after

idol immersions on Ganesh
Chaturthi, the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee collected
water samples from the ghats
few days back and will again
take samples after Thursday.
This year, seven Yamuna
ghats — Kudsia, Geeta, Haathi,
Shyam, Kalindi Kunj, Mayur
Vihar and Geeta Colony —
were earmarked for the idol
immersions by the authorities.
According to a senior Delhi
government official, apart
from spreading awareness
regarding the use of environ-
ment friendly colours and

biodegradable materials in
- the idols, the pollution watch-

dog of the state government
will also monitor the water
quality before and after the
immersions.

“Samples have already been
collected a few days before
Ganesh visarjan, too. Then
we can compare the difference

Covering L., YIS

Samples have already been collected a few days
before Ganesh visarjan, too. Then we can compare
the difference in water quality and the exact impact of

S

idol immersion in the river can be ascertamed
A SENIOR DELHI GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL

in water quality and the exact
impact of ido]l immersion in
the river can be ascertained,”
the official told Hmdustan
Times.

This vear, from the samples
picked up from seven points

in the river between ITO and
the Najafgarh Drain, the dis-

solved oxygen{(DO) content
was between 0.24 parts per mil-

lion and 0.32 parts per million.

DO levels in healthy water are
supposed to be above four.
Activists welcomed the

DPCC initiative dubbing it as

a step in the right direction.
Water activist Manoj Misra,
who is also the convenor of
the Yamuna Jiye Abhiyaan,
said along with other arrange-
ments for immersion this

year, this monitoring can

“help calculate the damage to

the river.

“It is a good move but needs
to be done in a systematic man-
ner Then you can see results. It
needs to be monitored wheth-
er while removing idols, the

-authorities concerned are also
taking away other materials

which can be harmful for the
river and the environment.

More sample testing, with a

gap of a few days, can give bet-
ter clarity,” Misra said.
Idol immersions and dump-

-ing of religious objects in the

river increase the level of tox-
icity every year. The National
Green Tribunal’s order to
prevent dumping of harmful
material is not helping because
of lack of implementation of
the order.

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
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Wary Centre moves t0 resolve Krishna row
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HYDERABAD: In the wake of
the confrontation between
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu over
sharing of Cauvery water, which

took an unprecedented violent .

turn, the Centre has decided
+o mediate a dialogue between
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh
to resolve the dispute over shar-
ing of Krishna river.

Union minister for water
resources UmaBharati has called
o meeting of the Apex Council on
Water Disputes on September 21
in New Delhitofinda solutionto
the water problem between the
two Telugu states. |

The council, headed by
Bharati, with Telangana chief
~ ministerK Chandrasekhar Rao

and his Andhra Pradesh coun-

3
Covering L., YIS

THE MEETING ASSUMES
SIGNIFICANCE IN THE
WAKE OF A DISPUTE
OVER CONSTRUCTION OF
IRRIGATION SCHEMES

terpart N Chandrababu Naidu
as members, has been consti-
tuted as part of the Andhra
Pradesh Reorganisation Act,
2014. However, the council has
never met in the last two years.

The meeting assumes signifi-

cance in the wake of the ongo-

ing dispute over construction
of two lift irrigation schemes
— Palamuru-Ranga Reddy
and Dindi by the Telangana
government on Krishna river,

which Andhra Pradesh has beer_l

opposingonthe ground that they
would reduce the inflows into
the downstream of the river and
affect cropping in Krishna delta.
~ The Telangana govel nment,
however, has been arguing that
the Andhra government has
constructed Pattiseema project
on Godavari river to divert over

80,000 million cubic feet of water

to Krishna basin.
According to the Krishna

Water Disputes Tribunal award,

upper riparian states have a
share in the water diverted from
Godavari to Krishna basin. As
such, it has every right to con-

struct 1ift irrigation schemes on

Krishna river.

The meeting is being con-
vened on the directions of the
Supreme Court, which heard
a4 batch of petitions filed by

Andhra farfmer’é against the

- M.P.Chronicle
A aj (Hindi)
Indian Nation
Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)

two projects in Telangana. The

. Supreme Court said it would
. entertain the petitions only if

the apex council failed to arrive
at a consensus.
Interestingly, unlike 1n
the case of Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka, both Andhra and

‘Telangana chief ministers have

agreed to resolve the dispute
through negotiations. “We are
always open for ne gotiations
to sort out any differences,” a

, §enior official'of the Telangana
irrigation department said.

Meanwhile, the water resourc-
es ministry set up a five-mem-

ber body headed by irrigation

expert and former Central Water
Commission chairman AD
Mohile to decide the powers of
the Krishna River Management
Board.and the guidelines for

management of the river water. | .
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Valley, a wave |
through the 1,000-0dd residents

. of Sanjay Gandhi Nagar.
Residents of this tin-shed
cluster that houses construction
workers and those who survive
on odd-jobs claim their forefa-

thers were brought from Tamil
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il-speaking, but
mother

Nadu to build Bengaluru City.
For many, memories of the
first anti-Tamil riots on the
Cauvery issue in December 1991
have come back to haunt them.
Their colony was razed com-
pletely during those dark days,
when they spent their nights on
pavements In biting cold, scared
stiff and clutching their little
ones, wanting to escape to the

‘We have lived through

& worst times... Whatever
they (Kannada protesters)
do. this is the only place
we have and we will not o

~ landof their forefathers.
"' Local MLA S Ramesh, who anywhere else.
was close tothen chief minister S |
Bangarappa, persuaded them to S DHANABH AGYAM, a widow who
stay put and helped them resettle i
in their lives.

“In comparison, Monday'’s

. attacks by the shouting bri-
gades of youth was less scary,
but we are afraid nevertheless.
The fear is still there, but we are
hopeful that things are different
now. Within two days things are

¢ refur ning to normal and we had
people cOMINE here to reassure pet, Shantl

- — - —rm

us,” said S Nirmala, who was a
victim of the 1991 anti-Tamil

origin. Other prominent locali-
ties where Tamils are In large
numbers are Gandhi Nagar,
Lakashmi Narayanpuran,
Prakash Nagar, Ramachandra
Puram, Sriramapuram, Chikpet,

riots like several others n this  ShivajiNagar and Bharati Nagar
shanty. in central Bengaluru.
Sherecalledﬂlatsomewcmen The Tamil dominated

areas that witnessed violence
and were declared disturbed

jncluded Rajagopalanagal,
"‘f’eenm;-Kamakshipalaya in

ing the 1991 riots. But this time
around, volunteers of the Tamil
Sangam visited the colony and

ansured police protection was north Bengalur and Nyandalll,
provided. - Kengeri in west and Nic¢ Road

There are 450 shanties here, in south Bengaluru.
Asthe city slowly gets back 0

cheek-by-jowl, & tin sheet sepa- .

they call ‘ouse’. Located 1n
the Nandinl Layout of north

Bengalury, Sanjay GandhiNagar Gandhi Nagar slum cluster, i
nestles between two industrial ~ workers and womenfolk are =
estates, off the Mysnre—'[‘tnnkur dled around wondey) €re
highway, falling gnder the thenext rmeal will goine from
Rajagopalanagar police station «Our main right now
limits that was a disturbedarea  isof 1ivelihgpd @S WE are out of
p]_aced ynder curfew. work an y have to sitidle for
o fi re days. Please ask the

g0

s Residents of Sanjay Gandhi Nagar in Ben
with social workers.

its daily grind—-—schools, shops

work—Tamil residents ol Sanjay

Vijayakumari, a casual labourer.

galuru gather for a meeting
HT PHOTO

g Dhanabhagyam, an 80-year-
old widow who 1ives with her
four sons, a daughter and 12
grandchildren in two shanties,

this too. Whatever they (Kannada
protesters) do, this is the only
place we have and we will not
go anywhere else.” -

Social worker Ramachandran
was speaking to the residents at
Sanjay Gandhi Nagar, exhort-
ing them 10 display the courage
and good sense and frustrate
the efforts of those fomenting
trouble.

Others like L Tamiladiyan
from the Tamil outfit Naam
~ Tgmilar Katchi smell conspiracy
of Kannadigas touse the excuse
of Cauvery waters to kick out
people of Tamil origin. Several
of these workers wWere brought
from Tamil Nadu to build the
Vvidhan Soudha, Kannambadi
Dam, ministerial houses and
much of the new Bengaluru,

he said.

«fFor generations we have
been living here without any
problem with Kannadigas and
coONnsiier me -7
(mother),” he says, ,

-

“This (gurreht violence) is not
about cauvery at all, but a ruse

1o owst Tamilians.”

However, M Velu Nayakar,
1 Jocal corporator of the area,
rubbishes this theory. “There
is a pattern to the violence that
occurred on the outskirts but did
not touch the central areas. The
lumpen elements and the unem-

‘ployed youth from riral areas

joined in the violence, some for
fun, others torob,” he says.
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Cauvery riof_ﬁéﬁﬁon

OURBUREAU

Sept. 14: The Supreme Court
will hear on Thursday a PIL
seeking the derecognition of
political parties involved in
the Cauvery-related flare-up
In Karnataka.

The petition, filed by one
Siva Kumar who claimstobe a
soclal activist from Tamil Na-
du, has urged the court to dir-
ect the two states to ensure the
protection of life and property.

It wanted recovery of mon-
etary damages from those re-
sponsible for the vandalism.

The petition did not name
any political parties but iden-
tified certain fringe groups.

The petition, filed through
counsel N. Raja Raman, was
today mentioned for urgent
hearing by senior counsel
Adish Aggarwala before a
bench headed by Chief Justice
T. §. Thakur who listed the
hearing on Thursday;,

“The failure of the states of
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu to
control fringe elements from
destroying public property
has resulted in deprivation of
right to life and movement,”
the petition said.

In Bangalore, where cur-
few was lifted today in all 16
police station areas where it

had been imposed, police gave
themselves a clean chit but the
home minister conceded that
“our tolerance was misused”.

Karnataka home minister
G. Parameshwar said the gov-
ernmernt was just trying to be
“tolerant” towards the voice of
the local people when violence
broke out on Monday,

“Our tolerance was mis-
used,” he told reporters, asked
1f the government and police
bungled in any manner. “Sub-
sequently, we handled the situ-
ation very well,” he added.

Bangalore police commis-
sioner N.S. Megharikh con-
tested allegations of delay and
Insisted there was no laxity in
Imposing prohibitory orders.

The arson that eventually
reduced several vehicles to
ashes had started around
noon but Section 144 that pre-
vents assembly was imposed
only around 5pm and curfew
was announced after 10pm.

Megharikh told The Tele-
graph: “There was no delay.
Besides, Section 144 itself doe-
sn’t mean anything. It’s only
when we enforce it, the law
takes effect. And in this case
we did manage to contain all
violence within a few hours (of
declaring the orders at 5pm).”

The prohibitory orders

against parties in SC

WA AV 7

continued to be in force. “We
plan to keep it in place as a co-
urt order is coming on Sep-
tember 20,” he said, referring
to the Karnataka governme-
nt’'s application for a review of
the Supreme Court order to re-
lease Cauvery water to Tamil
Nadu.

State chief secretary
Arvind Jadhav said he was
satisfied by the “strong” police
action that brought the situa-
tion under control. “The chief
minister (Congress leader Sid-
daramaiah) has made it very
clear the prime duty of all con-
cerned is to maintain law and
order. Everything comes
later,” Jadhav claimed.

“If the Supreme Court
asks us, we have a ready an-
swer in the way we brought
the situation under control,”
the chief secretary added. “On
September 19 (a day before the
next hearing), I will have a
clearer picture of what to pres-
ent before the Supreme
Court,” he added in response
to a question.

On Monday, the Supreme
Court had specifically said the
executive was “under the con-
stitutional obligation to see
that the law and order pre-
vails”. A few hours later, the
arsonists struck in Bangalore.
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SC raps TN, K'taka for failing

to tame violence over Cauvery

BhadraSinha =~ .
# bhadra.sinha®hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
slammed the Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu governments on
Thursday for their failure to
tame the unruly protests over
Cauvery water.

The protests ensued fol-
lowing a top court directive
on September 12, ordering
Karnataka to release 12,000
cusecs of Cauvery water to
Tamil Nadu. The court hoped
“wisdom will prevail over com-
petent authorities to maintain
peace.” |

“We reiterate neither an agi-
tation can take place when the
court has passed an order and
should be complied. If 1t causes
difficulty to any party, he or she
can approach the court. People
cannot take law in their own
hands. It’s obligatory for the
state to take preventive meas-
ures,” a special bench of Justice
Dipak Misra and Justice UU
Lalit said in a terse order.

The court called upon
Tamil Nadu’s additional advo-
cate general senior advocate
Subramanium Prasad, who
was witnessing the proceedings,

s Police arrest Kannada activists

. .. ‘.:"‘_- . .:. .
A o B T

as they

over Cauvery water issue, in Bengaluru, on Thursday.

and asked him to communicate
the bench’s angst to the state
authorities.

“Convey this order today
without any delay. At least,
you must convey that the court
expects both states to maintain
harmony, calm and pose. Above
all dignity and respect for the

law,” the court told Prasad.

Though the judges looked
for Karnataka state counsel,
they could not locate him in
the court.

The bench did not issue
any formal notice to the state
but asked their advocates to
be present in the court on
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try to enter the railway station to stop trains during their protest
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September 20 when the main
matter with regard to the dis-
pute over Cauvery river water
sharing will come up.

The direction to the govern-
ments to maintain peace in the
two states came while it was
hearing a petition filed by Tamil
Nadu-based social activist.
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A day befc;re the Ganesh

nimmajanam, the city
received heavy rain la_te:_- ]

on Wednesday night.

caught in the downpour'
- that was accompanied by
lightning at Secundera
‘bad, NTR ‘Marg, Tank

Bund ~Kushaiguda,

Charlap"’ Ly, Charminar,
Ameerpet, Kukatpally,-_"--f
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The Assam Tribune ( Guwahati )
The Times of india { Mumbai )

The Telegraph ( Kolkata )

{Begeatst ( aeaT )

AT and Knthapet
recorded 4'cm of

N acharam ‘junction. -

- Earlier in the day, the
Many commuters were a
zles. - IMD data sh owed
“high  intensity - cumu-
_-lonunbus clouds ‘moving
“towards. Tortheast
o Hyderabad Oﬁimals said
“the city could recewe- -'
more rain on Thursday
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elty had witnessed driz-
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The Deccan Hearld ( Bengluru )
) The'Deccan Chronical ( Hyderabad )

Central Chronical ( Bhopatl )



