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Batching plants by Yamuna a
concern

The Times of India (New Delhi edition) - 16 Oct 2015 - 15 - TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Activist group Yamuna Jiye Abhiyan (YJA) has raised concerns about batching
plants coming up on Yamuna floodplains. Batching plants are units in which cement, sand, fly ash
and other ingredients are mixed to prepare concrete. The setting up of the plants is in violation of
National Green Tribunal’s order that bars any construction—temporary or permanent—on the
floodplains. Mishra moved NGT seeking a stay on these constructions.

YJA has also sought imposition of fine on the ongoing constructions. “Despite the clear direc-
tion of this tribunal barring any new constructions (temporary or permanent) in floodplain of Ya-
muna, the activities of levelling of floodplain and operation of batching plants are going on opposite
Mayur Vihar Phase I in east bank and opposite Sa- rai Kale Khan in west bank, respectively, by pri-
vate parties,” the plea, filed through advocate Rahul Choudhary, said. “The matter was discussed on
September 18 by the principal committee set up to review the progress made by DDA in implement-
ing the NGT order,” the petition said.

YJA had written to Shashi Shekhar, secretary, Union ministry of water resources, and lieu-
tenant governor Najeeb Jung demanding that allotment of floodplain space for such plants be can-
celled immediately. They also wrote to the LG earlier this month.

YJA members have suggested that DDA may have allotted the land to private parti- es to set up
the plants for building the Barapullah elevated road-cum-bridge over Yamuna. DDA officials, how-
ever, maintained the batching plants were set up by Delhi Metro. They were unable to confirm if the
allotments were indeed made by DDA.

“The two sites went under deep waters during flooding in Yamuna in 2010 and in 2013,” the
YJA letter said. YJA feels the site opposite Mayur Vihar Phase I could be developed as a water body.
The batching plants could impact water recharge in the area due to levelling of soil. “The site oppo-
site Sarai Kale Khan is designated for Rajiv Gandhi Smriti Van under Master Plan and has been
used in an unauthorized manner by Delhi Metro for 10 long years—from 2005 to 2015—even when
use had been permitted by the Yamuna Standing Committee in 2002 only till 2005,” the letter said.
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NGT moved against illegal use of Yamuna floodplains
¢ Akanksha Jain

After having written to the Lieutenant Governor against encroachment of the Yamuna floodplains, environment activist Manoj Misra on
Thursday moved the National Green Tribunal (NGT) against batching plants for the upcoming Barapullah elevated road-cum-bridge over the
river.

Mr. Misra has alleged that the DDA and the U.P. irrigation department have allotted land in the active floodplains, opposite Sarai Kale Khan
on west bank and opposite Mayur Vihar Phase-I on east bank, to private parties in violation of the tribunal’s order barring any construction or
misuse of floodplains.

“On September 18, during the meeting held in the chamber of the chairman of the principal committee, the DDA agreed that it had made the
allotment to M/s Larsen & Toubro. It is brought to the attention of this tribunal that the U.P. irrigation department, however, reported that
the construction work was going on without any allotment or approval,” the plea filed through advocate Rahul Choudhary said.

Mr. Misra has said that he also noticed dumping of soil on the river bed along the alignment of the proposed phase III extension of the
Barapula elevated road from Ring Road to Mayur Vihar.

“The planned elevated bridge-cum-road would irreversibly change the drainage pattern of the river bed and inhibit the free flow of the river,”
Mr. Mishra said.

Printable version | Oct 16, 2015 1:25:14 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/ngt-moved-against-illegal-use-of-
yamuna-floodplains/article7767761.ece
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But private entry has infused rigour in Met science
Published on: Oct 16 2015 12:44AM

Weather perhaps is the only phenomenon that can rival politics as a topic

in drawing room conversations, even as both have serious implications for the country. At the core of
weather lies the monsoon, and predicting it means sticking the neck out. The factors that can affect the
clouds’ behaviour are practically infinite; it is only a matter of how many a forecaster can take into
account. There was a dramatic battle this year with the government-run Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD) predicting a below normal monsoon and Skymet, the first private meteorological
company in India, forecasting a good one. The plentiful start of rains initially led to many reports of
how Skymet had beaten the IMD. In the end, the outcome was reversed. And Skymet CEO Jatin Singh
has now gamely made a public admission of the IMD’s work.

The forecast is not only predicated upon reading the dynamic weather phenomena, but also on reading
the data in the context of historical statistics, i.e., weather behaviour over the past years. The trick lies
in striking the right mix of the two, which is a treacherous realm, full of mysteries. Admittedly, moving
away from historical context would be a more scientific approach, but before that the science of data
gathering and analysis has obviously a lot to evolve.

Credibility is key in forecasting; and a private firm is in it only for business. Skymet had been more
accurate than the IMD over the past few years, perhaps because as a public-sector authority the IMD
feels it has a greater responsibility and is, therefore, more guarded. But Skymet’s failure this year was
rather dramatic, and would have delivered a blow to its credibility. That notwithstanding, the firm has
made a major contribution in making the science of predicting weather a matter of public debate,
rather than a matter to be debated and argued only within a closed group of scientists. This should
encourage all parties to continuously raise their methodological game. With most of India’s peasantry
living between survival and suicide, predicting every shower can be a matter of life and death.
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