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PATTALA, NOVEMBERIS
A Punjab Cabmet’s dem—
sion to return land acqulred

for the SutlejYamuna Lmk

(SYL) canal to its ownmers

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Sectmn CWC.

DENOTIFICATION OF SYL LAND L ~ .
?27 crore equ1pment for :
hydel plants turns scrap
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‘land demarcated as “pro-] S ORI
tected forest area”, the For-f-.-' BRI e

est Department said.

. Records of the Forest . jg
Department say a major
chunk of land for the canal = EES SR
falls under the protected . ENSEINEES
forest cover and: therefore - S
“cannot be tilled or diverted -

for any other purpose v«uth- - _”Iq March farmers had started Ievelnng 1and acqulred fc:r the SYL canal FILE PHGTD

out Centre’s nod”.-

Land along the canal on
both sides is covered under
the Forest

| 'tmn Act, 1972,

- Senior forest officials sald |

forest land even if trans-
ferred to. actual owmers
could not be diverted for
‘any other use, including
‘agriculture.

. “In March, the Supreme
‘Court had directed status

“ i e 1anmd wonnt for the

Conservation
Act, 1980; Indian Forest Act,
1927; and Wildlife Protec-

__________
..........

- i I
.......

| bemg made-to alter 1ts use

by levelling it. The apex

‘court; In its interim order,

had appointed the Union

Home Secretary, Pun) ab

Chief Secretary and Direc-
tor General of Police (DGFP)
as the Yoint receiver’ of

‘land and other- property
‘meant for the canal " said a

forest official;

On March 16 and 17, farm-
~ers had started. leve]llng 1.
-+ 8¥Y1L land. In ‘the ‘process,

~hout. 2.000 trees- spread
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 Roper Fatehgarh Sahiband
Mohali districts were at the-
receiving end. Some of the - -

trees ' were more than two

decades old, an official said.

The . department - had

counted the loss of frees.

But shrubs, small trees.and
hushes that were removed

are yet to be counted.- |
““There is no count of wﬂd

animals killed during two

days of March N the ofﬁmal.‘ |

said: -

Later, forest 0fﬁc1als had |

. I"' 4
I'

"‘provlde secumty to save

damage to forest area”.

~ Principal Chief Conserva-
tor . of

unaware of the Cabinet’s

decision. He, though, clari-

fied, “No forest land can be

“diverted for any purpose by

the'. state . government :0r
1ndmdua1 mthout Centre’s

‘sanction.” |
. “The nnly rule 15 tn go for
. compensatory - afforesta--

tlon. I wull comment f1.11'ther

4 11 .

-]-—--—-n“

Forests * Kuldeep
Kumar' claimed = to ~be

7 fg . e

PSPCL to auctnon machlnes | ?‘5 orore reserve pnce

- ’AMANINDERPAL f

TRIBUNH NEWS SER\'IGE

‘| | CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER15 ¢,
wogduil.g |- Punjab State Power Corpo-

ration Limited (PSPCL)

has fixed the. reserved .
price.of ¥5 crore to sell
"machines .that were pur-
chased around .27 years
ago to set up hydel power

plants over the.controver-

sial = SYL - canal. - The
-machines,  bought for

around 327 crore in 1989,

~will now be sold as scrap.
| Even though the Board of
\ - Directors (BoD) of the state
- | 'power utility had, in Febru- -

ary this year, given in-prin-

ciple approval to -auction
turbmes and other equlp- -
ment ~ as
‘machines could not be dis-
posed of as engineers had
to calculate the reserved

serap,

price prior to the auction.
‘Now, paving the way for

the auction, the authorities |
have fixed the reserved
, price of ¥5 lakh.

The-machines were pur-

- chased to'set-up two hydel

power plants of 20 MW

tthae r~anal
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“We have ﬁxed T3 61 crore and 1‘1 51 crore as the

- reserved price for machines purghased for Anandpur
“-Sahib and Rajpura projects, respect -
Hmachmes were manufactured using old techmques

ively; The

"._'ij;' -:"_‘

and are useless now, As we will ‘augction them-in scrap.
. WE: don't.expect that such machines w:ll fetch uUs maore::

than the reserve price 99

come up-at Malakbur vil-

-lage near Anandpur Sahib,
other was to be commis-
sioned near Rajpura town
- in Patiala district. .
‘“We have fixed $3.61 crore
and-- $1.501 crore as- the

| reserved price - - . for
machines : purchased for
Anandpur . . Sahib ~ and

Rajpura projects, respec-

tively. The machines were

manufactured - using  old
techniques and are useless
now. As we will. auction
them in scrap, we don't
expect that such machines

will fetch us more than the

reserve price we have fixed.

The office of Controller of
Stores and Disposal, PSP-
X CL will soon.invite tenders .

to auction the machines,”

"eaid a csenior PSPCL official

machines
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Senm[ PSPEL ofﬂcial
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Like the coktrqversial
canal itself, thase projects

env1saged along the canal
in 1980s had alFo failed to
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take off. The equipment

reimained dumped in the

storehouses of the PSP--

CL near these
since 1989, o

The move to |dispose of
the equipment was initiat-
ed by the hyde branch of
the Punjab. State Power
Corporation. Lll‘l?lt&d (PSP-
CL) in 2014 W}Pen it for-
warded the proqosal to the
BoD. The latter gave. 1ts
nod to sell the equipment
as scrap in February after
Bharat Heavy- Electricals
Limited - (BHEL) advised
the PSPCL that the
cou}ldn’t
used for new projects .of

two spois

be .
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PunJab d rafts BI” deﬁnmg ownersh:p, utlhsatlon and remuneratlon onwater
| RUCHIKAMKHANNA

TRIBUNE NEWS EER"'JIEE )

CHANDIGARH, NGVMERIS .

Punjab Govenunent
today denotified almost 5,000
acres of land acquired for the
SutlejYamuna Link (SYL)

pared a Bill defining the 6wn-

ership, utilisation and remu- -

neration on water. In all
probability, the Bill ‘will be

.‘-'-' ¥,

~Canal. Itis leamttohave pre-

presented ‘In the Punjab Ei i R i

Assembly tomorrow. THSBIll . g merbecrent eoms

ship of water since ‘the re-
organmisation of states 1n
November 1966. Lo
Sources say the Bill could
assess and recover cess for use
of waters beyond the bound-
aries of Punjab. The state gov-

ernment ‘could ‘set up an -
authontyto determine the cess -

to be levied on non-riparian

states. Top officials pointed out
- that water supplies, irrigation

L=

and canals, drainage and
embankments, water storage
and water power came under
the State List ( List 2) of the
Seventh Schedule of the Con-
stitution. Also, Article 262 did
notrecognise Ravi and Beas as
inter-state rivers.

The broad parameters of
the Bill were discussed today

.3
- Covering L., YIS

R -
-

______________
...........

| New Delhi: The Suprerne Court on Tuesday agreed to heara

contempt of court petition against Punjab Chief Minister

- Parkash Singh Badal and Deputy CM Sukhbir Badal for making

statements in violation of the SC order for shari ng river waters
with neighbouring states. A Bench headed by Chief Justice TS
Thakur said the plea would be heard in due course. The petition
has been filed by Rohtak-based NGO Two plus five Mudhe Jan

Andolan preSIdent SatwrStngh Honda NS

fi“
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at SAD's core committee

meeting which lasted three

hours. Sources say most
members were of the opinion
that the Bill should be passed
in the House tomorrow and
that a mere resolution would

‘not do. The Bill is a money

Bill and requires the nod of

LR R I T U

the Govemor_ before being
introduced in the House.
The quasi-judicial order
allowing for denotification of
the SYL land, comes days

after the Supreme Court ruled
the Punjab Termination of

Water Agreements Act, 2004,
was- invahd. The SAD-BJP

—

government today declded to
denotify over 5300 acres of
land aequired for SYL three
decades ago. Of this, almost
4,900 acres will now be
returned to the original Iand

,ownersﬁ'eeufcost 'Ihereale

specific provisions in law that
allowthe government to deno-

hfylandacquu'edforaproject
ifthesame ceasestoemstorzs

-delayed indefinitely.

The Punjab House passed
The Punjab SutlejYamuna
Link Canal Land (Transfer of

~ Proprietary Rights) Bill, 2016,
“tn March this year. A plea was

filed by the Haryana Govern-

- ment in the Supreme Court

which ‘held that this was an
attempt to nullify the decree
granted by the top court fcr
SYL construction, . . _
Today’s order denotlfies
almost 5,000 acres of land,
which also includes land
acquired for a network of
minors and distributaries
from the main canal to irri-
gate flelds in areas in
Ropar, SAS Nagar, Fateha-
grh Sahib and Patiala dis-
tricts. Deputy Commission-
ers of these districts will be
Issuing separate notifica-
tions under the Land
Acquisition Act. -
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TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

" CHANDIGARF, NOVEMBER 15
Haryana State Assembly

Speaker - Kanwar  Pal
believes that all concerned
should - respect = the

~ Supreme Court’s verdicton.

the SutlejYamuna Link
(SYL) canal and there
should be no politics over it.

In an exclusive chat with

The Triburie late on Mon-

day evening, Kanwar Pal

should respec

said all elected '1:epresenta-.

tives of . people, whether
from Haryana or Punjab,

“had taken oath of Constitu-
tion and hence, were bound
- by it. “Since the Supreme

Court is the guardian of the
Constitution of India, any-
one defying its verdict is

also showing disrespect to

the Constitution, which we

all have taken oath to

uphold,” the Speaker said.
“Today, they (Pun] ab Gov-

g
- Covering L., YIS |

ernment) say they do not
acknowledge the Supreme
Court judgment; tomorrow, :

“some Bahubali crimifial ;|
may raise his head and say’

he does not respect the pun- -

ishment handed to him by *

the courts,” he said.

He said being Speaker of’

the State Assembly, he did

pot normally air his views:

on political issues so as to
remain apolmcal but the
SYL, was an issue of

- IF-
"-.\h ‘I

- *Haryana,

national interest.

Quoting a saying from
- “Lakdee Ka
‘Hooka, Sawan Ka Sookha
Aur Bhat Se Dhoka Acchha
Nahi Hota (hookah made of
wood, draught during mon-
soon and cheating one’s

brother are not good)”, -

Kanwar Pal .said Punjab
must keep in mind that by

denying water to Haryana,

it would be cheating 11;5
younger brother.

t SC verdict, says Speaker

The Speaker said Pun-
jab’s contention that it
could not allow the SYL
because it did not have
any surplus water was
wrong since Haryana’'s
right to water came from
division of assets between
the two states owing to
separation. He said even
otherwise, 94 per cent of
Punjab’s fotal land was
jrrigated. against only 61
per cent in Haryana.
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About96 4 mﬂhon hectares
1andf‘area (293%of total
landmass) ofIndiais
~currentlyunderland -

degradanon/desemﬁcanon

By Srlroop Chaudhuri and M|m| Roy

adation/desertification has growninto
appalling menace to sustainable

Lﬂﬂlelast couple of decades land deg'- ;

.' - human development, affecting billions
* around the worldincluding India, leaving

!

:
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f

r
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theauthoritiesreeling over dire resource
depletion/inadequacy. A major reason
forlthasbeenalackﬂfmnsensusovera
- precise definition of desertification. -

Asperthe United Nations Convenuon'
forCombangesmﬂeaﬁon(UNCCD), A
- desertification is virtually any form of EsPcie ?- e L
- land degradation in the arid, semi-arid . SN R
anddlysub-hunndaleas resultmgfmm' - SR
a combination of climatic variationsand - SERQEE
:‘unplanned’ humane:q:aumon Deserti- - et
ﬁcatnon,by newer definitions, isnomore | SVENEEE
Just about sand dunes and oasis. Today : [REEES

lﬁvorst’scenanﬂapp

sertlﬂcatlon ha.s mereased between -

2003-05 and 2011-13 penod W]ﬂ] the

gradlentsmﬂleNorﬂleastasweﬂ.InTn

pura, jand degradafion/desertificationin-

creased by about 10.4% between 2003- . gmms and homeless refugees

05 and 201113, in Nagaland by 8.7% and

_Mzoram4.3%.0vem]1,m255tatesﬂst,.
-desertification appear$ tobe on the rise.

- Butwhy the heck we care for deserti- -
 fication of the drylands? Hereiswhat the - gharan,
constitute about 34% ﬁﬂpe by 2020. By 2050, about 200
‘of world’s total landmass and are major

-source of food, especially for the poor.

drylands do: they

One in three crops alluvaxedtoday, in-

cluding oats, barley, tomatoes, potatoes,
-.cabbage and saffron,
| 'drylauds.Abomhalfﬂ]ewnﬂd hvestoc:k

originated from'
15 concenﬂztedmthedrylands

n - - L - = ) o .
e R X
. - .
. » T i . vl - - - - r L = -
II [l I ] . . -, e B Bl

It Il l‘ El! I:g ' ‘ " ' 1& ‘I‘FE E .- .. .'l'f""-!_ a1 ‘;-l‘ . .- . . a2 , . : A % .'. ] ; -_:.1_-‘-_ ‘;
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e am ] ' - ' y e R :""' h - r= :-' b N i':.
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,,toﬂleworld dly]andecosystems W o e T T
j'desa'nﬁcanonhasemer;gedasampm- - F i P G
~vironmental priority to the authorities -l NN
- concerned. India issignatorytothe UNC- - s N SR
- CDandintendstoachieveland degrada- < [l SN R b Bt
by 2030. On June 17, e R R
f2016 on the occasion of “World Day to - R s g
t Combat Desertification”, ﬂ:leMlm_stryof' 2N ek

: Environment, Forest & Climate Ch |

. tion neuttral status

desertification maps ofthe country. These -
"maps, compiled by the Space Application

- Centre, Isro along with 19 partner instit-  area is moderate t0

Lftes,forﬂ1e2003-05 and 2011-13 periods, -

have brought up some dlsturbmg facts.

It appears that about 96.4 million

hectares (Mha)land area (29.3% of total
. landmass) of the countryis currentlyun-
der land degradauonjdesernﬁcanon, as.
compared to about 94.5 Mha (28.7%) -
during 2003-05. By far, Rajasthan ap-
pears to be the hot-seat of degradation/

- desertification in the country followed -
. by Maharashtra, Gujarat, Jammu &
- Kashmir, Karnataka, Jharkhand, Odisha,
. Madhya Pradesh .and Telangana. Cumu-

- latively, these nine states account for

- about 23% of the total land area under
-degradation/desertification in India, -

j 'state-mse land area underd

-——theland-area is under intense threat of ﬁemﬁmuon

But what bakes the cake really is the
egradation/
desertification. In Jharkhand {68.9%),
Rajasthan (62.9%). Delhi (60.6%), Gu.

jarat (52.2%) and Goa (521%), over half - e

(MoEF&CC), and Arid Zone Forest Re- ' Bt
search Institute (AFRI), jointly released - '

geg,r .1t 3s also taken for US air
onmrecentnme.s.ln(l‘lmaltse]f,---

land degradation/desertification. Toadd -
further to the aggravation, in each on

__.these states/UTs land degradanonjde-

Recent UNCCD reports suggest that
about 52% of world’s agricultural land
severely degraded.

from

- acutely exacerbates global food CTises.
As added vice, desertified areas are
mted for their long-range adversitieson
climate, For example, reduction in veg-
etation (frequently associated with de-
“sertification) cover elevatés atmospheric
aerosol/dust levels which affect cloud for-
mation and rainfall patterns, carbon cy-
cle,and biodiversity. - ..
VlsibﬂrtycmesmBeumg, awell-lmown
menace these days, is believed to have
been caused by springtime dust storms
originating in the Gobi Desert. “Yellow
Dust” from China costs the Korean and
-Japanese economy a huge revenue each

leadmg to recurrent

droughts and massive crop-losses, takes
try’s annual GDP.

a nice bite of the coun
Studles ﬁndthatdesemﬁcanmcan huge-

W—""ﬂ"’ ——

I el

Sl " gV L

S0, may be its time we serio
. 1o the UN’s recent pléa “stop d

gualityde-

lymagmfyglobalwarmmg in daysahead.
But putting aside the tangible issues

- regarding food/water' shortage, and cli-
~ 1nate, there are others that do notmeet
on steep _mkedeye.Onesuclusforcedegranon.
 Desertificationis de:

_ ising large com-
munities globally, tlmnngthem 1111201]]]— |

Enwronmental mlgratlon L
‘An estimated mob of 60 million will mi- |
graif from desertified areas in sub-Sa-

raiAfrica to North Africa and/or Eu-

millién peoplewi]luunup as ‘perman-
enitly displaced” environmental migrants.
Governmental reports suggest that such

displaced mob and forced migrants often

take toradicalisation and extremism. in-

c1t|ng brutal resource-driven conflicts. ©

~Environmental nugrat:on is largely
—— ’- . triggering political i
3 PEase disturbances,and food}watermtsacross -
I ~desertified areas, ultimately spilling over
L tonetghbounng lands. So what canwe
SRR do to halt desertification? Or shall we do
sy anything atall? Monitoring

, terrorist

for causes of
desertification should be central ary ac-

R tion plan. Aberrant climatic shifts is of

coursethe major impaling factor.
~ Butotherthan climate, unleashed hu-

58 Nt manexpaumon conmbutes agreai deal
ERE-#cd  2) Land cover change (dueto urban .
arey  sprawl): deforestation/logging
R permissible limits; forestﬁres/enm‘oam -
AU RBRRN. - ',mentmteforest]ands,canvemonefm- "
R - tn.re croplands -

-b)Land management protoeol inad-

T 'equate soil conservation measures (soil
e f %3 . erosion); improper rop rotation Jshift -

~ ¢ .. incultivation patterns; improper irriga-
* tion schemes (water-logging/leaching);

'mdlscrnnmateuseof agro—chemlcals (soil |

“salinisation)
" About 12 Mha of productive land are
- turning barren annually resulting f
desemﬁcanonjdreug";ht, , toppling cha-
-ncesof about 20 mt of food grains which

c) Overexplmtanon of natural re- R

' sources (overpopulation/demand): over- *

grazing; unplanned groundwaterem:rac
tlen, meqmtableshanng o
d) Lack of resources (tonls/funds/

- trained professionals) to: support inno-

vative dryland agriculture; reclaim wa- " |

-ter-logged and/or saline soils

Thaedays,clunatechangealéoma

. ramified effect of human expansion (ur- -
- banisation/carbon emission/freshwater

abstraction) only. A disturbing factabout
desertificationis, itislargelyirreversible. -
usly gave in

eserting
the deserts”. Other than building up ho-
listicawareness among the common peo-

- ple, a major push should be to establish

transnational partnerships to monitor, .
assess, re-assess and 1mp1ement stun
gent actions plans. B - a
(The mtmmeamsmrpmfmors am’ -
assistant directors, Centre for Environ-
ment, OP Jindal Global Umvers:zzy Sonr-
pﬂt Hmyana) ~

LMt T T T

beyond
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. NEW DELHI: The Pun]ab ca“bmet on’’
.. Tuesday decided to return the land -
" acquired for the Suﬂe]-Yamuna Link -

(SYL) canal project to its owners by -
. de-notifying the -acquired land with -
~ immediate effect. the decision came -

 everiasthe Congress party asked ﬂle 2
~ ruling SAD-B]P government to work -
towards'réstoring ownership rights
over waters of ‘the Sutlej; Beas and'gf

“Ravi Sutlej tivers back to the State.

“acquired  for*SYL ' canal “project, .

H-F-F""'

" whichi is presenﬂy vésted in the Pun-

jab government, is free from all en-
cumbrances and. stands de-nonfied-
with mlmedlate effect;”"and * shall *
forthmth vest 'in the nngmal land -
OWNersor their lineal descendants or
legal representatwes free of cost,”
said -Harcharan _Bains, * * Chief

‘Minister's Adwsor 011 Natmnal Af-

fairs and Media.’
““The decision comes mto effect
unmedlately and necessary orders
~ are being passed,” he said, adding
that the decision was taken at the
meeting, which was presided over by-
Chief Minister Parkash Singh Badal. -
Last Thursday; the Supreme Court

.3 N
- Covering L., YIS

., moént with nelgli'bai’i’nng states in-

- “Punjab-Council of Ministers de-
- cided in public interest that the land -

had mvahdated the Pun]ab Termma- :

a!‘id documented at Bhagtrath_(Enghsh)& Pubhc:ty Secjion CWC
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ﬁﬁn of ﬁgreén’iépts@ct, 2004 the
~ lalv'thdt was passea._ _I’un)ai'b toter-" -
. minate™’ j:he Huitly-Yamina Llﬂkff_”i

2 {SYLY “canid] i anqg" agree-

cludmg Haryana, ‘Rajasthan, ‘Delhi, !

~Himachal *'Pradesh and Iammu and_ .

Eashmlr _ it
:-'“1 -s.?‘fi. I - PET

Onlyhalfthe measure Congress |
&, Puifjab Congress Leg-
| lslature.-- grty chlef Charanjit Singh ™ ]
‘Channiisaid the government's ‘de- |
cision to de-notify land of the SYL |
‘canal was only half the measure and
‘the real issue :Was festoring owner-
ship rights over water of river Sutlej, |
B_eas and Ravibackto the State. -
 “De-potificatipn was nothmg but
contmuattlon of the same method re-
“Sorted to earlier that was stayed by_ ]
. the Supreme Court,” he said.” -
“Mr.” Channialso “slammed" the
‘Badaf" government for not havmg
any agmda for ‘the 5pec1a'l session,
which scheduled to convene on ' |
Novembér 16.“We have not been giv-
€n any agenda, what the government -
- wants to do 3} in the session. If the .
'SAD-BJPis trué to the people of Pun- i
‘jab'on SYL, they ‘should fall in line -
“with the ‘Congress legislatures and
resign rather than calling and attend-

mg the spemal sessitm ) he added
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- ‘Health Minister Anil Vij today
- said all actmhes of Punjab

. concerning “the " .Sutlej-

; Yamuna link. (SYL) canal
_ were pohtlc ally motivated.

Addressmg medlapersens :

- here "he said PunJab had

got sufﬁf:lent ‘time “and

 opp ortumtles to pres sent its
pomt of view ron the SYL
1ssue 111 the Supreme Ceurt

---.-——_-l--’-i-l-

-r.-'I bl il

. f_; ab actrons pohtlc il y motlvated

T--*Ji: +'§ ‘He dserted {fiat thé apex mLmeaa’er AbhayChauta-

meurt had mﬂhﬁed the Pun-- 1a on the SYL canal as a
Jab Ternnnatmn of Agree- pohtlcal dra‘ma .Chautala
‘ments Act passeéd by the pad said INLD workers
Pungab Vidhan Sabha. - - 1"’s,';.rould eonstruct “the
- In reply toa questwn ; ¥ é’ remammg portion of the
“said, “We have faith in tHE’ *$YL in Punjab after Febru-
Const]mtlon and law. We rary 23 next yea:r -
‘hope that the apex eourtmll Ta]klng to medlapersons
'_._-getrts ru]mgnnplemented ” VlJ said Abhay’ s father had
o pohhcal and farmly ties
"_"':‘Chautala drama 7 7, with Parkash. Singh Badal
_AMBALA: “Anil Vi “and he wotild not dare to
'termed the statement ef ng the canal in Punjab.
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Climate meet

seeks ‘highest .

commitment’ |4
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FACED WITH the prospect of a
UsS pullout from the Paris
Agreement on climate change
following the electionof Donald
Trump, heads of states and min-
isters assembled 1n Marrakesh
on Tuesday prepared {0 make a
call for the “highest political
commitment” fromall countries
in fighting climate change “as a
matter of urgent priority”.

Nearly 80 heads of states or
ministers are attending the two-
day high-level segment of the
annual climate change confer-
ence whose startlast week coin-
cided with the US elections. The
political call by these leaders, 10
be known as Marrakesh Action
proclamation for Climate and
Sustainable Development,
would be one of the main out-
comes of this year's conference.

“This year, we have seen ex-
traordinary momentum on cli-
mate change worldwide, and in
multilateral fora. Our task now 1s
to rapidly build on that momen-
tum together, moving forward
purposefully to reduce green-
house gas emissions and to fos-
ter adaptation eftorts, thereby
benefitting and supporting the
2030 Development Agenda and
its Sustainable Development
Goals,” said a draft of the politi-
cal call that was likely tobe made
later on Tuesday.

Meanwhile, about 20 coun-
tries. including Brazil and France,
today joined the_lntemational

nations

Solar Alliance (15A), an initiative
announced by India at the Paris
climate change conference last
year. These countries signed a
Framework Agreement of ISA
that will evolve into a separate

international treaty. The JSA ini-

riative seeks to bring all tropical
countries, 121 in total, together
in deploying solar energy while
moving away from fossil fuels.

More than 70 countries, in-
cluding the U5, participated 1n
the launch of ISA in Pars. Many
more countries are likely to joir.
The agreement will come 1nto
force when at least 15 countries
ratify it. India will host the head-
quarters of the solar alliance.

Countries have been trying o
close ranks here and stress o
the inevitability of moving ahead
on the fight against climate
change, amid fears that Trump
might take the USout of the Paris
Agreement.

The Marrakesh conference
was all about beginning the
process of framing rulesand pro-

ceduresforthe implementation .

of the Paris Agreement, butapo-
titical call was considered neces-
sary to show global consensti> in
the fight against cimate change.
The Marrakesh Action Proclam-
ation. a one-page statement, 1S
an attempt to reiterate the re-
solve of countries “to inspire sol-
idarity, hopeand opportunity for
current and future generations’.

“WWe call for strong solidarity

* with those countries most vul-

nerable to the impacts of cimate
change, and underscore the
need to support efforts aimedto
enhance their adaptive capac-
ity... We call for urgently raising
ambition and strengthening co-
operation amongst ourselves to
close the gap between current
emissions trajectories and the

~ pathway needed to meet the

long-tertn temperature goals of
the Paris Agreement,” the draft
proclamation said.
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BENGALURU: After a long
gap, several parts of the state
recetved rain on Monday.

Heavy rain accompanied by
strong wind, thunder
and lightning lashed Bhadra-
vathi and Shivamogga for
more than an hour towards
evening.

Thirthahalli received heavy
rain in the night. Sky re-
mained overcast in several
-parts of the district signalling
more rain at night.

Chikkamagaluru and sur-
rounding areas received rain-
fall on Monday. There were re-
ports of rain in Vastare, Aldur,
Avathi, Tarikere, Mudigere,
Koppa, Ambale and Mala-
looru. Kalasa hobli in Chikka-
magaluru district received
rain for 30 minutes.

Heavy rain lashed Belur
town, Hassan district, for
more than an hour bringing
respite to the residents from
the scorching heat. Tumakuru
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also received heavy rain for a
while. Heavy rain coupled
with lightning and thunder
lashed Dharmsthala and sur-
rounding areas in Dakshina
Kannada for around two
hours. A man died after light-
ning struck him, at Nelyadi in
Uppinangady. The deceased
was identified as Naveen Ku-
mar (38).

After a gap of almost two
months, the twin cities of Hub-
balli-Dharwad received show-

The temple town of Bfollur in asan dlstrlct recelved heavy raln for mor tan our on Monday DH HOTD 3

State receives rain after along break.
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ers. Overcast conditions pre-

vailed in Dharwad in the af-

ternoon and rain, which began

around S pm, lasted for about
30 minutes. There was driz-
zling in Hubballi.

Rain coupled with thunder

‘and lightning lashed Belagavi

and surrounding areas for an
hour in the evening. Despite
it being winter, the city had
been recording high mercury
level during daytime.

DH News Service
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Heavy rainin TN to continue

1 *>>Lifewas affected in tre said that Sunday’s trough |
- #¥ Tamil Naduduetoheavy oflow pressure over south- |
 rain, which continues to bat-  west Bay off SriLankaand |
" ter the state, especially over - - Tamil Nadu coast and anoth- -
.\ the western districts, DHNS  er trough of low pressure ex- |
. reports from Chennai. tending from Lakshadweep
' With the Northeastmon-  area to south Konkan coast,
. soon intensifying once again, merged. .
a new low pressure area, “It now liesasatroughof
which was formed over the  low pressure from Southeast |
Bay of Bengal, now liesnear  Sri Lanka to South Konkan
southeast of the Sri Lankan  coast across Comorin area
coast. and Kerala coast with an em-
" A senior official from Re-  bedded cyclonic circuiation,”
the official said. -
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