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o Locals and tourists alike came out of home as areas in the higher reaches of Kashmlr received
fresh snowfall while the plains recorded light rainfall breaking the dry spellinthe’ Valley People -
(plctured) emoymg the snowfall in Sonamarg some 80km from Srmagar. ASEEM ANDRABIIHT & AFP

3 B
Covering L, YIS .



Getting around Beijing's ways

India must strengthen maritime pacts with other players

G PARTHASARATHY

HE spectacular rise of China

over the past two decades has

changed the entire geopoliti-

cal scene across India’s mar-
itime frontiers. While China has a legit-
imate interest in ensuring the security
of its maritime frontiers, what has shak-
¢n its entire maritime neighbourhood,
has been Beijing’s readiness to use mil-
itary power by deploying its navy coer-
cively to enforce its expansionist claims
across the South China Sea. These Chi-
nese claims, spelt out in a unilaterally
drawn “Nine Dotled Line”, have result-
d in tensions with virtually all China’s
maritime neighbours, including South
Korea, Japan, Taiwan, the Philippines,
Vietnam, Brunei, Malaysia and Indone-
<ia. Worse still, China is building air
bases and  artificially constructed
islands across the South China Sea to
cnforce its untenable claims, whose
very basis has been rejected by a UN tri-
bunal, in a judgment, on a complaint
filed by the Philippines. Japan, Viet-
nam and Indonesia alone have stood
firm against Chinese expansionism.
Indonesia could well take China to an
international tribunal over Beijing’s
claims to its Natuna Islands.

This Chinese “assertiveness” on its
maritime boundary claims across the
South China Sea is accompanied by its
growing naval presence, including
nuclear submarines, across the sea
lanes of the Indian Ocean, extending
from the Straits of Aden, where China
has established a naval base in Djibouti,
across the Straits of Hormuz to the
Straits of Malacca. This entire Indian
Ocean Region, extending from Aden to
Malacca, accounts for 40 per cent of the
world’s oil production and 57 per cent of
the world’s oil trade. As much as 70 per
cent of India’s oil supplies come across
these sea lanes and around 7 million
Indians reside in the Arab Gulf coun-
tries, from where India receives over $40
billion annually as remittances. Given
the rivalries between Iran and its Arab
neighbours across the Straits of Hor-
muz, the US has positioned its 5th Fleet
in Bahrain and its Central Command
military base in Qatar.

While India has historically Jooked on
its maritime frontiers as extending
across the Indian Ocean, from Aden to

*qcca, the rise of Chinese power and
2,7 s territorial assertiveness, both on

HIGH SEAS: China wants to browbeat all to stake claim to more and more sea.

land and sea, are disturbing and need to
be addressed strategically. Beijing now
claims that its territorial frontiers with
India extend across the entire state of
Arunachal Pradesh, with its borders
lying just adjacent to the strategic Silig-
uri corridor in the east, while also claim-
ing large tracts of Ladakh in the west.
With Chinese power growing in the
1990s, a Chinese Admiral proclaimed:
“The Indian Ocean is not India’s
Ocean”, when concern was expressed by
India over China using its clout with
Myanmar to establish bases and moni-
toring facilities in the Cocos Islands near

T R

Myanmar, Thailand, Malaysia, Indone-
sia, Sri Lanka and the Maldives. More-
over, India has no maritime boundary
tensions with Pakistan, though the mar-
itime boundary can be demarcated only
after the land boundary is agreed upon.
It is for this reason that India’s maritime
behaviour, unlike that of China,.has won
international praise and is cited as an
example about how a large power should
behave. Moreover, apart from working
cooperatively with littoral states in the
Indian Ocean Rim Association for
Regional Cooperation (IOR-ARC) to

" agree on maritime norms and measures

India s admired globally for settling its maritime boundary issues
with its neighbours through cooperation. New Delhi should get

more countries on board for a formidable front to tackle Beijing

the Andaman Islands and possibly in
Myanmar’s Bay of Bengal port of

- Kyaukpyu. While India has never

claimed that the Indian Ocean is
“India’s Ocean”, China has claimed the
bulk of the South China Sea is “China’s
Sea” and even extended its claim to
Indonesia’s shores. China now has a
full-fledged military base in Djibouti and
full access to port facilities at Gwadar in
Balochistan. It is set to significantly
strengthen Pakistan’s navy, providing it
four frigates and eight submarines.
India has not looked onidly at China’s
moves in the Indian Ocean. India is, in
fact, admired globally for seftling its
maritime boundary issues with all its
neighbours, including Bangladesh,

for disaster relief and economic cooper-
ation, India is also partnering Japan for

economic cooperation and connectivity -

across its shores to Africa. Even as Chi-
na’s footprint across the Indian Ocean
grows with its access to port facilities,
India has responded quietly, but surely,
together with other regional and outside
powers for eliminating piracy.

During his visits to Seychelles and
Mauritius in 2015, PM Modi signed a
number of maritime agreements,
including one to build maritime infra-
structure, and promote sea and air links
with the Agalega Islands in Mauritius.
Mauritius has reportedly been offered a
credit of -$500 million for mutually
agreed maritime security projects,

16 T,

including the provision for a 1,300-
tonne coastal patrol vessel. Similar
agreements were reached with Sey-
chelles. India’s coastal lines of commu-
nications across the Indian Ocean are
now being closely monitored and
secured. Moreover, in a recent naval
conclave in Goa (October 31-November
9), attended by senior naval officials of
Myanmar, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singa-
pore, Bangladesh, Thailand, Sri Lanka,
Mauritius, Seychelles and the Mal-
dives, India offered better exchanges of
information, including timely intelli-
gence on maritime movements across
the Indian Ocean. Similar steps need to
be taken by us for cooperation with our
oil producing/energy partners.

While trilateral naval exercises with
the US and Japan, named Malabar, are
now undertaken regularly and mar-
itime cooperation with the US is set to
continue, it remains to be seen how
Australia can be integrated into this
group, given its hesitant and inconsis-
tent approach to such cooperation in
the past. It is heartening that there have
been recent maritime exercises with
Russia in its Pacific Port of Vladivostok,
making our maritime cooperation more
inclusive. With around 40 per cent of
our exports proceeding beyond Malac-
ca through the Asia-Pacific Region, it is
only appropriate that we have an appro-
priate architecture for security/military
cooperation in place on the eastern
shores of Asia, across what is now called
the Indo-Pacific Region.

China’s much-touted OBOR initiative
will enable Beijing to dominate the sea
lanes of the Western Pacific and Indian
Oceans by extending credits which the
recipients cannot repay. Just as Sri Lan-
ka has found in Hambantota, other
recipients of such Chinese “aid” will find
themselves caught in a “debt trap”
wherein they are increasingly forced tc
compromise their sovereignty and hanc
over control of infrastructure and indus
tries to the Chinese. Respected Pak
istani economists are now questioning
the economic wisdom of receiving Chi
nese “assistance” of over $60 billion
largely at nearcommercial terms. Simi
lar concerns have been voiced in Myan
mar. But, in Pakistan, major decisions o1
cooperation with China are taken by the
army brass, which is not exactly knowl
edgeable on-economic issues. Mercifully
Myanmar's army has no such illusion
about China’s intentions!
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Rohtang closed to traf aff]

Our CORRESPONDENT

KULLU, NOVEMBER 15
The 13,050-foot  high
Rohtang Pass, the gateway
to the Lahaul valley on the
Manali-Leh National High-
way, has been closed to
vehicular traffic after expe-
riencing around 6-inch
snowfall today.

Manali SDM HR Bairwa
said online permits to cross
or visit the Rohtang had
been stopped and vehicles
would only be allowed after
considering the weather
conditions eased. He
added that tourist vehicles
would be allowed up to the
snow point depending on
the weather.

Generally, the Rohtang
Pass is closed to traffic
after November 15, but
sometimes vehicles ply till
there is no accumulation
of snow and the road is
cleared by the Border
Roads Organisation
(BRO). However, the

movement of trafficis reg-

ulated in view of public
safety because due to its
high altitude, the Pass is
prone to sudden heavy
snowfall which could pose
a serious threat to the

TRAFFIC CURBS

A road leading to the Rohtang Pass near Gulaba in Manali. riLe pHoTO

CHAMBA TURNS WHITE

‘®Vehitles will not be permitted to -
icross the Rohtang Pass

®Tourist vehicles will be allowed till
" the show point, dependingon.
 theweather i

% The upper reaches in Chiarmiba district received

. WThe trafficis reagulated inview

of public safety

- mild snowfall, while the lower hills wstnessed rain,
1on Wednssday

RThe snowfall has brought respiteto locals as dry
weather had made things difficutforthem.

®The minimum temperature inChamba mcreased
by.afew ﬂotches

lives of visitors.
Awasthi,

Col AK
Commander, 38

Border
(BRTF),

Road Task Force

said he*

had

approached the district
administration of Kullu

c after snow

and Lahaul-Spiti to halt
the traffic in the wake of
security of commuters.
The road was covered with
frost in many places, mak-
ing travellers vulnerable.

-The Commander said
there were very less com-
muters through  the

Rohtang Pass and the
BRO "had removed its
machinery from the Man-
ali-Rohtang-Koksar road.
The Lahaul valley
remains cut-off for about 6
months during winters due
to heavy snow at the
Rohtang Pass. The rescue
posts are set up at Marhi on
the Manali side and Koksar
on the Lahaul side from
November 15 till December
31 to assist commuters to
cross the Pass on foot.
These posts are again set up
after March 15 to assist
commuters till the road
opens around mid-May to
traffic. The only way in and
out of the valley is through
the helicopter services pro-
vided by the state govern-
ment during winters. Now
with the completion of dig-
ging of the 8.8-km Rohtang
tunnel, the commuters will
soon have another option to
cross the mighty Pass.

Covering L., YIS




ews item/leﬁerla@icig/;ditorial published on /é // ‘,}?0/ 7 it the

Hindustan Times:
Statesman

The Times of India (N.

Indian Express
Tribune
Hindustan (Hindi)

Nav Bharat Times (Hin'di)

Punjab Keshari (Hindi)
The Hindu

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald

M.P.Ciironicle
Aaj (Hindi)
Indian'Nation

Nai buniys (Hindi)

The Times of India (A)

Blitz

and documented at Bhaq?ilrath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC,
T

3
Covering L., YIS

ke




(EWS xtemllet‘erlamcieled1tor|a\ published on /6 // ,Qﬂ/\z in the

Hindustan Times . Nav Bharat Times (Hindi) M.P.Chroniclé
Statesman \o—" Punjab Keshari (Hindi) Aaj (Hingi)

The Times of India (N.D.) The Hindu indian‘Nation

Indian Express ) Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi) Nai Duniys {Hindi)
Tribune : Deccan Chronicle The Times of india (A)
Hindustan (Hindi) Deccan Herald Blitz

and documented at Bhagﬁrath(Enghsh)& Publicity Sect;o:L_CWC

* Ambience Fund is main- - ele
amedbytheDelhlPollutlon Veryc
; omxmttee(DPCC), ~10b

3
Covering L., YIS

s



,s"item/letterIar";_iclg_/éditorial published on /6 : [/‘0?0 f—lz inthe

findustan Times. Nav Bharat Times {Hindl) WML.P.Chronicle
Statesman Punjab Keshari {(Hindi) Aaj {Hindj)
The Times of India (N.D.) The Hindu \///Ludian'i\‘az‘,ion
indian Express Rajasthan Patrika {(Hindi) Nai Duniya {Hindi)
Tribune

Deccan Chronicle The Times of india (A)
‘ Deccan Herald Blitz

and documented at Bhaﬁrath(Eanish)& FPublicity Section, CWC,

Hindustan (Hindi)

i

n

3
Covering L., YIS




/S xtemlletterlar”lcle[edltonal published on /6 // ;)0/ 7, i the

Aindusian nmes

Nav Bharat Times (Hmd!) M.P.Chronicle
Statesman Punjab Keshari (Hindi) Aoe} (rhndl)
The Times of India (N.D.) The Hindu indiart wation
Indian Express Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi) L/’/Na\ buniys {Hindi)
Tribune

Deccan Chronicle The Times of mdla (R)
N Deccan Herald Blitz .

and documented at Bhamrath(Enghsh)& Publicity Section {DWC.

Hindustan (Hmdl)

3
Covering L., YIS




