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IN A hardening of stands in the Mahadayi
river water dispute, BJP-ruled Goa has de-
scribed Congress-ruled Karnataka's con-
tentions asa 'bogey of completely incorrect o
statements". In a written submission to the
Mahadayi Water Dispute Tribunal, Goa has
* opposed 12 projects proposed by Karnataka
in the Western Ghats, saying the latter's d
mand forwater:is not for drinking but actu
ally forirrigating its sugarcane crop areas.
“The requirements of the State of
Karnataka in the Malaprabharreservoirasalso.
the drinking water requirements in the twin
cities of Hubli-Dharwad area is a bogey of
completely incorrect: statements and the
whole exercise, proposed by the Stateo
Karnataka is aimed at sustaining'the man
* foldincrease aswellasfurtherincreasingan &
encouraging the cultivation of the water guz-
zling sugarcane crop area.” Goa subrnitted.
Senior counsel Atmaram Nadkarni, rep-
resenting Goa, told The Indian Express the
submissions showed evidence of. sugarcane:
cultivatiorihavinggone up in the regionand.
thatthe waterwasalso beingdiverted tosoft
drinkindustries that had factoriesin the area,
Inrecent years, Kamataka has pegged its
demand forMahadayiwaterat 7,56 thousand
million cubic feet per annum to meet the i
“drinking requirement” of farmers in North
Kamataka.“Uncler‘thegm'seor‘drirﬂdngwater, '
Karnataka has been asking for water whichit
has been diverting to sugarcane cultivatio
said Nadkarni. “Goa has no issues providing
drinking water to people within the basinbut
many ofthese areasare outside the basinarea.
The submission states: “Mast of the wa. !
ter from Karnataka’s Navilutirtha TESErVoIr s
on Malaprabha is utlised for irrigation, in-
cluding water guzzling crops like sugarcane,
in its upper reaches. Assuming without in.
any manner admitting that thereis any wa ;
ter scarcity in Hubli-Dharwad region, then. the tribunal ) direct tesito
the sameisiduie to the deliberate usage of wa-. demolishallworks built todivertwaters of the -
ter from the Malaprabha Basin ( which was. . Mahadayi. “It is the case of state of Goa that
earmarked for drinking waterpurpose) for. - withaut demolition of the canalsand dams
the purpose of irrigating the cash cro ps. - builtorunder construction, the monsoon flows
The submissionstated the 12 projectspro- il bereduced thereby resultinginscarcity of / ¢ I
posed by Karnataka, and eightby Maharashtra, water.downstream with devyasta,’tin‘g‘ conse-  anythin He later claimed iy

| KARNATAKAPROJECTS o
OPPOSEDBYGOA. = |

10DAMS: On Haltara Nala, Kalasa
N

would affectthe "basicminimumdn‘nldngwa~ ces,” the submission stated, :
terrequirement” of Goa in months other thar ked the tribunal “to determine the
Novembei-Mayand the people of Goawill be - trueand correct principles applicable foreg-
"deprived"ofdrinkingwarerrequiremems. . uitable use of waters from the Mahadayi
It said Karnataka and Maharashtra donot erbasin and issue ap iate directions
“have any right, authority or power to divej i ¢ ¢

Themove waswidelyseenasanattemptto
ospherewasdevel-  help the BJP in Karnataka ahead of the polls,
theitwo tates irresponsible ( > despite Goa'srefusal
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