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Haryana assembly condemns

Kejriwal’s stand on SYL canal

Rajesh Moudgil

= rajesh.moudgil@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The Haryana
assembly on Wednesday
passed a resolution condemn-
ing Delhi chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal’s statement opposing
the construction of the Sutlej
Yamuna Link (SYL) canal.

The condemnation motion,
moved by agriculture minister
OP Dhankar, was supported
by MLAs of all parties bar-
ring Congress MLAs who have
been suspended till Friday
for disrupting the governor’s
address.

The condemnation came a
day after Kejriwal, during his
visit to Kapurthala (Punjab) on
Tuesday, said he was against
the construction of the canal as
Punjab had no water to spare
for other states.

Kejriwal belongs to Haryana
and his party is contesting the
Punjab assembly polls next
year. The 212-km canal, often
referred to as the lifeline of the
state farmers, was planned to
carry the state’s share of Ravi-
Beas water.

During the calling atten-
tion motion, Dhankar drew
the attention of the House to
Kejriwal’s statement. Dhankar
said Kejriwal should know
that if Punjab did not give
its share, Haryana would be
hard-pressed to supply water
to Delhi. “Now it is up to
Kejriwal to decide whether
or not he wants the water to
be supplied,” he said.

Leader of the opposition
Abhay Chautala, who was
not present during the motion,
addressed newspersons later

= Aam Aadmi Party national convener and Delhi chief minister Arvind
HT FILE

Kejriwal at a rally in Delhi.

and condemned the Delhi chief
minister’s stand.

He said if BJP leaders
wanted to put pressure on the
Centre to safeguard the inter-
ests of Haryana, all its MPs and
MLAs in Punjab and Haryana
should resign.

Health minster Anil Vij
slammed Kejriwal for his
statement. “Kejriwal says
Punjab have no water to
spare for Haryana. If we say
we also have no water to spare
for Delhi what will Kejriwal
do (sic),” he tweeted in the
morning.

INLD (Indian National Lok
Dal) member parliament (MP )
from Hisar Dushyant Chautala
criticised the Delhi CM. “If
AAP is against SYL water for
Haryana, the Munak canal
water be given to Haryana
farmers, subsequent to which
Delhi would understand the
plight of farmers of Haryana.”

‘ROLL BACK
LEVY ON
JEWELLERY’

NEW DELHI: CM Arvind
Kejriwal has demanded a
rollback of the excise duty
levied on jewellery by the
Centre. A delegation of
traders from across India
had sought his support to
their agitation demand-
ing therollback of the 1%
levy proposed in the Union
Budget.

“Articles of silver jewel-
lery are exempt from this
duty. Excise duty is to be
paid onmonthly basis and
not on each clearance,”
said Surender Malik, DC,
Central Excise.

HTC
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Trees uprooted by JCB machines deployed to fill up the SYL canal with earth near Chunnivillage of Bassi Pathana block in Fatehgarh Sahib district. pHoTo: vicky GHARUY

Green signal, wanton tree felling

Officials missing as farmers, egged on by local leaders, axe at will in bid to fill SYL land

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, MARCH 16
Egged on by local leaders,
farmers in Patiala and Ropar
districts have started taking
possession  of their land
acquired for the Sutlej-
Yamuna Link (SYL) canal.
The leaders also provided
equipment to the farmers to
enable them tolevel the land.
Thousands of trees along
the 25km embankment in
the Bassi Pathana block of
Fatehgarh Sahib were upmot-
ed by 150 JCE machines
deployed to fill the land.
There were no irngation offi-

cials at the site.

Joyved at the unexpected
bounty, local residents were
only too pleased to carry
away the wood on their tme-
tortrailers, “The government
says the land belongs to those
from whom it was acquired,
therefore we are not stealing
the wood,” said an unrepen-
tant Harjit Singh.

In Thuha willage near
Rajpura, residents were
seen killing snakes, rabbits
and partrid ges.

When contacted, the Prin-
cipal Chief Conservator of
Forests, Kuldeep Kumar
said, “Tt isa serious issue, We

will write to the Police
Department to register cases
against those who entered
the restricted forest area.”

A disappointed Baljinder
Singh of Chunni village said
had the water flown in the
canal, he could have irrigat-
ed his fields. He said that
excited over the govern-
ment's decision to return
their land, the farmers had
hired JCBE machines to fill
up the canal and arranged
langer for Akali workers
and JCB drivers.

EDIT: CHECKMATE
MORE REPORTS P2,4,5
PUNJAB IN DEEP WATER P10

Akali workers fill the SYL canal at a village on the Chandigarh
road near Banur on Wednesday. TRIBUNE PHOTO: RAJESH SACHAR
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Charanjit Channi, CLP Leader, joins farmers in levelling the
SYL canal at Kapoori village, near Ghanour. TRIBUNEPHOTD



Punjab in deep water

Amwisting no solution to the contentious SYL issue

KC SinGH

HE SYL canal controversy

has reignited with the presi-

dential reference on the con-

stitutionality of the Punjab
Termination of Agreements Act of 2004,
passed by the Punjab Assembly when
Capt Amarinder Singh was Chief Min-
ister, being argued before the Supreme
Court. The pro-Haryana tilt of the Solic-
itar-General of India, despite the BJP
and the Akali Dal being allies in Pun-
jab, raised many questions.

Matters have come full circle
since the Indira Gandhi-led Con-
gress initiated the canal idea in
1976 during the Emergency, and
when Bansi Lal, a former Chief
Minister of Haryana, was close to
her heir-presumptive Sanjay Gand-
hi.  Re-elected, the Congress
revived the proposal and the
canal's foundation was laid in 1982
following an agreement between
the leaders of Punjab, Haryana and
Rajasthan. However, the Rajiv-Lon-
gowal accord of 1985, inter alia, set
up the Eradi Tribunal to re-examine
the issue. Rajiv was conceding that
this had been one of various hurts
nursed by Punjab since the 1950s
when Rajasthan, a non-riparian
state, was made a co-sharer of the
Punjab river waters,

With Punjab elections approaching,
the debate feeds into local polities.
Capt Amarinder is the knight-ermnt,
who fathered thelegislation, stymieing
the SYL canal's construction
Haryana's Punjabi Chief Minister ML
Ehattar can play farmers’ champion to
distract them from the Jat quota agita-
tion. More importantly, it puts Arvind
Kejriwal, harnessing AAP’s support in
Punjab, in a corner as he both hails
from Haryana and needs Haryana's
water for Delhi. In this din the national
and international context of water con-
servation and pood management of
river watersheds is lost.

Similar river water disputes had
persisted between Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu over the Kaveri waters
since  1892; between Andhra and
Telengana now and with other neigh-
bouring states over the Krishna and
Godavari waters since the reorganisa-
tion of states post 1956 and so on. The
difference between them and Pun-
jab’s case is that Rajasthan was nev-
er a riparian state in respect of the
Ravi, Beas or Sutle], and Haryana’'s

Watersharing disputes can't be resolved by courts or tribunals.

case needs closer examination as
abutting the Yamuna it belongs to
that watershed, whereas the Indus
river system runs south-west, via
Pakistan to the Arabian Sea.

On the other hand. the Indus Water
Treaty of 1960 with Pakistan, which
left the waters of the three eastern
rivers — Sutlej. Beas and Ravi — for
India to use, was negotiated taking
into account the needs of the entire
erstwhile Punjab, giving Haryana a
claim. However, the question arises
whether when allotting  Punjab

pore had to import water in 2015.
Demand for water is expected to
exceed supply by 40 per cent by 2030,
Today, one quarter of the world's big
cities is water stressed.

Regionally, the Chinese control of
the Tibetan plateau since 1950 is the
greatest challenge for South and
East Asia as all major river systems
originate there — Indus, Ganges,
Brahmaputra, Irrawaddy, Mekong,
Salween, ete. Tibet is called the third
pole of the world as its glaciers hold
water next only to the Arctic and

Ifforcing Punjab to share water with non-riparian states was a tragedy
the de-notification of land acquired for the SYL canal isa farce

waters to it, its existing share in
Yamuna waters was taken into
account? The lesson from Kaveri dis-
pute is that no lasting solution to riv-
er water sharing is possible using
passing political exigencies or coer-
cion, legal or administrative.

The global context cannot be
ignored either. As the world's popu-
lation climbs to 9 billion before sta-
bilising around 20560, and climate
change plays havoe with weather pat-
terns, pressure on global water
resources will mount, leading to
inter-state tensions, or even wars, It
is estimated that by 2025, 40 coun-
tries in the Middle East and Africa
will have water scarcity. Globally,
agriculture accounts for 70 per cent
of the water used annually. Singa-

Antarctic. With global warming they
are melting at 7 per cent annually
and thus would be two-thirds gone
by 2050. While in the short run the
flow in rivers may increase, the long
term drop in the flow may be
inevitable and catastrophic. The
building of dams by the Chinese and
unwise plans to take the water north
from Tibet to augment the Yellow riv-
er are typically selfcentred Chinese
solutions to their own dilemmas.

The public opinion in Pakistan too
is lapping up rhetoric that India
steals their river waters when, in fact,
India abides by the Indus Water
Treaty, irrespective of war or terror-
ism. The problem is that population
growth, exressive dependence on
paddy as extra crop, soil degradation,

leaching of water aquifers with fer-
tiliser run-off, ete. are problems
besetting the entire South Asia. It is
caleulated that at normal rainfall of
600 mm per year in Punjab, to count-
er water table depletion since the
19805, land under paddy crop will
have to be reduced by 25 per cent in
the Majha and Doaba regions and 35
per cent in Malwa. The same would
perhaps apply to Haryana,

These are thus not issues resolv-
able by courts or tribunals. They
need a national strategy on food
security, soil preservation, sustain-
able water use, crop rotation, ete.
Farmers need to be weaned away
from this destructive cycle of the
Green Revolution gone haywire.
Peliticians, both in Delhi and
Chandigarh, need to abandon Cen-
tre-state and interstate confronta-
tion. Punjab too should abjure argu-
ing it would not give a drop of water
to another Indian. Instead, it should
seek Central financial support for the
entire region, including Haryana and
Rajasthan, transitioning to a model
based on low-water consumption and
sustainable new organic agriculture,
targeting products at a richer India
requiring fruits, vegetables and puls-
es. The new model should not pollute
or deplete aguifers beyond recoup-
ing, assuming that weather pattern
changes may shrink the rivers. Then
the two combined may be unable to
meet the food and fresh water needs,
particularly of the burgeoning urban
population. Desalination units can
exploit  Punjab-Haryana-Rajasthan
brackish water aquifers. It is not
unimaginable that one day desalina-
tion plants on India's coasts may
pump water to a parched North.

Adapting Karl Marx on history, if
arm-twisting Punjab to share water
with non-riparian  states was a
tragedy in 1950-92, the de-notifica-
tion of land acquired for the SYL
canal is a farce. John Steinbeck’s
classic novel The Grapes of Wrath —
a 1930s American story of arable
land turned to dust bowl — is a cau-
tionary tale for Indian political lead-
ers to abandon political oppor-
tunism and devise a post-Green
Revolution sustainable food and
water conservation strategy instead
of quibbling over river waters.

— The wriler is a former Secre-
tary, Ministry of External Affairs
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SATLUJ-YAMUNALINK CANAL PROJECT

Congress, SAD rush to fill canal

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
FATEHGARH SAHIE, ROPAR,
PATIALA, RAJPURA MARCH 16

THE BATTLE to claim political
credit for dismantling the Satluj-
Yamuna Link Canal project has
shifted from the floor of the
PunjabAssembly to the land ac-
quired for the project, with the
ruling SAD and opposition
Congress vying with each ather
to fill dug up areas and return
them o farmersacrossa 122-km
stretcholthe state,

Governor Kaptan Singh
Solankiis yet to take a call on the
Punjab Satluj-Yamuna Link Canal
Land (Transfer of Froperty Rights)
Bill, 2016, but onthe ground itisa
faitaccompli. Across fourdistricts
of Punjab, the administration
stood badk as Akaliand Congress
workers competed to take the
kead in hlling upthedry canal.

Al Bhaten village in Fatehgarh,
local SAD leaders arnved with
JCBs. The earthmovers began fill-
ing the canal, uprooting scoresof
trees in the process. The SAD
workers sipped tea and super-
vised the o perations. Impromptu
langars came up. Tractor trolleys
carried away the felled trees. A
youth dnving one of the trolleys

The canal being filled up near Patiala, Wedne sday. Hameet Sodhi

said he was taking the load mwa
gurdwara to be used as fuel.
Local SAD leader Jagdeep
Cheema, who was present at the
site, said land owners had " pooled
money for JCB machines”,
InBanurin Patiala, the Youth
Akali Dal (YAD) wing arrived at
the canal with two dozen JCBs.
Asked about the hurry to fill up
the canal, YAD leader Harpal
Juneja said, “The state govern-
ment has passed the Bill unani-
mously, and there is no use of
this dry canal. It is better if the
land can be used by its original
ownersattheearliest.” Headdexd
that he and hisYAD team mem-
bershad arranged the JCBs as the
farmers cannot afford them.

In Ropar district, villagers
said they had beenasked by SAD
leaders tostart any kind of work
ontheirland. InSirsaMangalvil-
lage, 10 JCBswere toiling away at
different sites.

While SAD leaders ensured
their presence in Ropar and Fa-
tehgarh Sahib districts, the Co-
ngressled by Patiala MLA Preneet
Kaur and leader of opposition
Charanjit Singh Channidashed to
Kapoori in Patiala district, the
placewhere then Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi had inaugurated
the canaldiggingon Apnl 8,198 2,

The Aam Aadmi Party had
tried to corner PPCC chief
Captain Amarinder 5ingh by
bringing uphis presence at that

Haryana CM asks
Governor Solanki

to withold Bill

Chandigarh: Haryana CM
Manohar Lal KhattarWedne-
sday requested Punjab Gover-
nor Kaptan 5ingh Solanki to
withhold his assent tothe Bil
on SYLcanal. He asked him o
direct Punjab o immediately
restore status quo ante on the
SYLinPunjab temtory asitex-
isted on March 14, 2016.
Solanki s Governor of
Haryana and holds additonal
chargeof Punjab. ENS

function. Amarinder's wife
Preneet's presence at Kapoorn to-
day appeared to be aimed at
countering AAP.

Earlier Amarinder exhorted all
Punjabis to start filling up the
canaland ensure itwas levelled at
the earliest to save 9lakhacres of
fertile Malwa land from wirning
barren. “Since the Bill has been
passed by the Assembly, people
are filling the land with enthusi-
asm. After all, ithas beendecided
by the Assembly,” said Revenue
Minister Bikram Singh Majthia

The IndianEXPRESS

epaper editions

Thu, 17 March 2016
epaper.indianexpress.com/c/9164513
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The sudden and illegal dig-
ging of earth along the
banks of the SYL canal that
continued today has caused
irreparable damage to the
precious flora and fauna.

A number of politicians
belonging to the Akali Dal
and at some places the Conr
gress, along with farmers,
were reportedly seen guid-
ing JCB machines to level
land adjoining the canal,
not bothering about wild
animals and reptiles being
killed in the process.

Sources said police offi-
cials present at the spot
were seen clearing the pas-
sage. In some cases, they
even arranged the JCB
machines, they alleged.

As The Tribune team visit-
ed some villages where the
digging work was in
progress, snakes, rabbits,
lizards, partridges and blue
bulls were seen running for
cover. At Thuha village,
farmers killed snakes and
some rabbits. The Forest
Department has shot off a
letter to the respective
deputy commissioners, urg-
ing them to provide police
protection to stop plunder-
ing of the green cover.

“As per records, the area
along the SYL canal is cov-
ered under the Forest Con-
servation Act, 1980; Indian
Forest Aet, 1927; Wildlife
Protection Act, 1972; and is
also approved by the Indi-
an government working
plan. Farmers in thousands
have started ecausing dam-
age to this land by uproot-
ing trees near Rajpura. Till
some concrete decision is
taken on the matter, the
land should be protected,”
reads the letter

Kuldeep Kumar, Principal
Chief  Conservator  of
Forests, said field officials
had brought the matter to
the notice of the local
administration and “the
fact that the wildlife along
the SYL has been disturbed
is a serious issue as it can-
not be revived again. We
will write to the police to
register cases against viola-
tors who entered the pro-
tected area after I get the
entire report,” he stated.

, :DigitalEdition

SYL CANAL LEVELLING GOES FULL THROTTLE

Forest wealth plundered; no plaint, say cops

JCB machines level the SYL canal at a village near Banur on Wednesday; and (below) a farmer oversees canal demolition work at Doomchheri village
in Ropar district. TRIBUKE PHOTOS: RAJESH SACHAR & MANDS MAHA K

STATE RETURNS 192 CRORE TO HARYANA

®Chief Minister Parkash Singh Badal on Wednesday
returned $191.75 crore to Haryana towards the costs
incurred by it on the construction of the SYL canal

®The cheque, issued by the Treasury of Punjab, was car-
ried by Kahan Singh Pannu, Secretary, lrrigation, to
Haryana CM's office and was handed overtothe
Haryana CM's personal assistant Dharminder Kumar.

® Along with the cheque, a simple DO letter has been
enclosed from Badal, which reads that since his council
of ministers has decided to return all funds received by
Punjab from Haryana for the SYL canal, he is enclosing

the cheque.

B Official sources say the amount of T191.75 crore,
returmed to Haryana, is the principle amount spent by
Haryana on the project. “Since we do not know what
interest Haryana would demand, we have decided to pay
that part later. Once Haryana lets us know the interest it
wants to charge, we will pay the amount,” said a senior

government official.

More than 150 JCB
machines were pressed into
service to fill the canal pass-
ing through Bassi block of
Fatehgarh Sahib district.

Thousands of trees along
the banks of the 25-km-long
canal streteh, starting from
Nagawan village to Beero-
majra village were uproot-
ed. Villagers were seen tak-
ing away wood on
tractor-trailers,

Ajit Kulkarni, Divisional
Forest Officer, said they did
nothaveenough staff to deal

http://epaper.tribuneindia.com/c/9164102?show=print

with the situation. He said
they had reported the matter
tothe Deputy Commissioner
and SSP of Patiala.

A number of Akali work-
ers led by senior leader
Swaran Singh Chanarthal
were present at the site near
Chunni vilalge. He said the
farmers were excited over
the government's decision
and had  hired JCB
machines to fill the canal.

“Langar” (community
kitchen food) from Fatehgarh
Sahib gurdwara was arranged

for Akali workers and drivers
ofthe JCB machines.

Local farmers, however,
wanted the water to flowin
the canal as the ground
witer level was too low
Baljinder Singh of Chunni
village of Bassi Parhana
block said they were hoping
to get canal water to irrigate
their fields as the water lev-
el was at more than 450 ft.
He said they would have to
spend more than $5 lakh for
digging a tubewell. He, how-
ever, said wild animals

would no longer damage
their crops. It was free forall
in Ropar district as farmers
with the help of SAD leaders
demolished the SYL canal
at several places.

Deputy Commissioner Kar-
nesh Shamma  and  SSP
Varinder Paul Singh said
they had received no com-
plaint on the matter and thus,
they were not able to stop
people from demolishing the
canal or uprooting trees.

Levelling work was on at
Sarsa Nangal, Saini Majra

Inder
Pura, Phulpur Garewal,
Majri Jattan, Pathrehri Jat-
tan, Balsandda Shantpur,
Shalapur, Salempur, Ram-
garh and Doomchheri vil-
lagesin Ropar

Hundreds of trees along
the banks of the canal were
uprocted. Forest department
officials led by range officer
Hussan Chand tried to stop
people from uprooting trees
at Saini Majra Dhakki vil-
lage, but no one paid any
heed to their warnings,

Dhakki, Makori,

Will seek action: Forest Dept

#8 The fact that the wildlife along the SYL has been
disturbed is a serious issue as it cannot be revived.
We will write to the police to register cases against
violators who entered the protected area after
getting a report on the matter. ®8

Kuldeep Kumar, PR oL eI CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS

#8 The area along the SYL canal is covered under
the Forest Conservation Act, 1980; Indian Forest
Act, 1927; and Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.
Farmers in thousands have started causing
damage to this land by uproocting trees. Till some
concrete decision is taken on the matter, the land
should be protected.

Forest officials, m A LETTER T AUTHORMES COMCERNED

Trees on our land our property’

The uprooted trees were allegedly taken away by villagers,
backed by SAD workers. "l can take this wood as the gov-
emment says that the land belongs to the persons from
whom it was acquired. There is nothing illegal about it,"
said Harjit Singh, who was seen ferrying wood.

Farmers can't believe their luck

Rishi Pal, a farmer from Thuha village, said: "l had got just
T42 000 per acre compensationwhen my 22 acreswas
acquired for the project. The land now costs around $20
lakh per acre. | am extremely happy. | am trying to get the
land levelled so that | can start cultivating it at the earliest.”
Teja Singh of Nangal Sarsa said he had got ¥1.5 lakh for his
9 acres of land. "Now one acre is sold for ¥10 lakh in the wil-
lage," he said. Raunak Singh of Doomechheri village near
Maorinda said his two acre land was acquired for canal for
T1.4 lakh, but now its market price was T20 lakh per acre.

Politics at play

Patiala: A day after Akall Dal leaders led from the front ta fill
SYL canal bed, the Congress on Wednesday ensured a sym-
bolic end to the canal issue by demolishing a part of it
where its foundation was laid. Congress MLAs led by Leader
of Opposition Charanjit Singh Channi joined farmers in level-
ling the SYL canal at Kapoori village where the foundation
stone of the canal was laid on April 8, 1982, by then Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi. Channi said it was then Chief Min-
ister Capt Amarinder Singh who terminated the river
waters agraement to counter the SC directive to complete
the canal. "That was the first ever concrete step taken by
Punjab on the matter," he said, adding that party workers
would work overtime to make SYL land fit for cultivation in
a few days. Hundreds of Akaliworkers, including Patiala
Mayor Amrinder Bazaz, started filling the canal bed late
Tuesday evening. The administration reportedly has orders
from their political bosses to ensure smocth passage to
the Akall workers in carrying out the work. At Thuha village
in Rajpura, Akali workers pressed into service 12 JCBs to
level the canal bed. "We will ensure that the canal is wiped
out from Patiala area soon,” said Bazaz.  —Aman Sood
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Farmers start levelling SYL Canal land for cultivation

e PTI

g ;
Farmers filling up the SYL Canal in Saini Majra village of Punjab on Wednesday.PHOTO: PTI

Badal, Kejriwal should also join in, says Amarinder Singh

Farmers in some villages of Patiala and Ropar districts have started taking possession of their land acquired for the construction of Sutlej-
Yamuna Link (SYL) Canal, two days after the Punjab Assembly passed a bill providing for transfer of proprietary rights back to the land
owners free of cost.

Workers of the ruling SAD and the Congress were seen exhorting farmers and providing equipment to help them to level the land lying
untilled for decades.

Punjab Congress chief Amarinder Singh also appealed to farmers to fill up the canal and level it at the earliest, saying, “This is the only way to
prevent 9 lakh acres of fertile land in Malwa region from turning dry and barren.”

On Monday, in an attempt to prevent its neighbouring States from getting a share in river waters flowing through Punjab, the State Assembly
had passed a bill against the construction of the canal, a contentious issue with neighbouring Haryana. A Presidential Reference in this regard
is pending in the Supreme Court.

The Bill also provides for returning free of cost 3,928 acres acquired for its construction to the original landowners.

Punjab Governor Kaptan Singh Solanki is yet to give his ascent to the Bill but farmers have already started demolishing the canal structure
and filling the land.

At least 100 JCBs were on Wednesday deployed in Dhakki, Gardale, Inderpur, Saini Majra, Ladal, Ghanauli, Makauri, Kainour, Majri Jattan,
Mannpur villages in Ropar and several others in Kiratpur Sahib and Morinda.

Ropar Deputy Commissioner Karnesh Sharma appealed to the farmers not to take law into their hands and said the government had not
issued any notification in this regard.

Youth Akali Dal’s Malwa zone’s president Harpal Juneja, whose supporters arranged for equipment to level the land near the Rajpura-Banur
road, said: “JCBs have been pressed into service to fill the SYL canal. The work will continue.”

Patiala Municipal Corporation Mayor Amrinder Singh Bajaj, who was also present there, said Punjab has no spare water to give to
neighbouring States.

Led by Congress Legislature Party leader Charanjit Singh Channi, about a dozen party legislators, including former Union Minister and
Patiala MLA Preneet Kaur, reached Kami Kalan village in Patiala and filled with sand the land acquired for the construction of the canal.

Mr.Channi said the Congress has extended its support to the Bill to protect the interest of the State.

Meanwhile, Capt. Amarinder Singh said the levelling and filling up of land will not only erase the remnants of the SYL canal “but will also
assert our resolve to undo the injustice that Punjab has been subjected to in terms of sharing of waters.”

Capt. Singh said Chief Minister Parkash Singh Badal and his Delhi counterpart Arvind Kejriwal should also join in as “it is the real chance for
them to prove their loyalty and sincerity toward Punjab and Punjabis.”

Alleging that the BJP-led Central government backstabbed Punjab by supporting Haryana and Mr. Badal failed to rise to the occasion, he said
filling up the canal was the only way left with farmers to prevent 9 lakh acres in Malwa region from turning into a desert. PTI

Printable version | Mar 17, 2016 2:50:14 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/farmers-start-levelling-syl-canal-land-
for-cultivation/article8362568.ece
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Yamuna clean-up will take one month, says Sri Sri

¢ Bindu Shajan Perappadan
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Founder of the Art of Living Foundation Sri Sri Ravi Shankar visited the site to inspect the ongoing cleanliness drive on Wednesday.Photo:
Special Arrangement

Environmentalists warn against greater damage to the floodplains

rt of Living (AoL) founder Sri Sri Ravi Shankar on Wednesday said the clean-up of the Yamuna floodplains where the World Culture Festival
was organised last week will take about a month.

He visited the floodplains to inspect the ongoing cleanliness drive before leaving for Bengaluru.

The Yamuna floodplains played host to his three-day cultural gala, which saw thousands of artistes performing and lakhs of visitors thronging
the venue.

The event was marred by controversy with the green brigade taking AoL to court over the alleged ecological damage caused to the fragile
ecosystem of the Yamuna floodplain because of the event.

In a statement released by AoL on Wednesday, the Foundation claimed a Delhi-based recycling start-up -- POM POM -- has joined them as
their recycling partner and will be responsible for collecting the garbage from the venue to ensure that it gets recycled and does not end up at
landfill.

“Pom Pom has already collected 22 truckloads of recyclables and a lot more is anticipated to be collected. The collected recyclables will be
forwarded to factories which uses these as raw material,” the AoL said.

An AoL spokesperson added that the cleanliness drive will be carried out for a month and this has got the environmentalists more worried. “It
is a fact that the longer human activity happens in the fragile ecosystem the greater will be the damage. While we aren’t sure of how long AoL
has the permission to use this site, we also can’t understand why this floodplain can’t be left alone,” said environmentalist Anand Arya.

The AoL explained that Mr. Ravi Shankar inspected the cleaning operations at the venue and instructed the teams on further course of action
for the next one month.

According to the AoL, five agencies were assigned the task of housekeeping and cleaning, garbage collection and removal, dustbin
dissemination, mobile toilets and mosquito fumigation.

Meanwhile, farmers at the Yamuna floodplains complained that garbage is being removed only from specific places at the venue and
demanded that the entire site be cleaned up.

Printable version | Mar 17, 2016 2:47:04 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/yamuna-cleanup-will-take-one-month-says-sri-
sri/article8363003.ece
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