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BJDraising Mahanadiissue
for political reasons: Raman
S T ST-1C

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 15 APRIL

While union water resources minister Uma
Bharti refused to comment on the Mahanadi
water dispute between Chhattisgarh and
Odisha , Chhattisgarh chief minister Raman
Singh said itisanon-issue being raised for polit-
ical purpose by the BJD government in Odisha.

Uma Bharti, however, responded to anoth-
er question and said Mahanadi will be
recharged by bringingwater from Teesta River
and Sankosh River and thatwater willbe used
for irrigation and drinking in the drought-hit
areas on banks of Mahanadi. Later the rivers
willbeinterlinked byreleasingthe surpluswater ~ government which did not cooperate ,” he
from Mahanadi to Godavari. charged. The Odisha CMwenton tonote that

In hisreaction to the Mahanadi water dis-  he was neither worried nor disturbed at the
pute Chhattisgarh chief minister RamanSingh ~ BJPhypefor its national executive meetinghere.

said even people of Odisha knew itisapolit- ~  Asked whether he would meet PM Naren-
ical issue raised during panchayat elections draModiwhowillbestayingin Bhubaneswar
by the BJD. till 16 April, the CM said he is not scheduled

Singh said he was ready for talks with his  to meet the PM this time since he is here for
Odisha counterpart. BothUmaBhartiandSingh ~ a programme of the BJP.
are here for the national executive of the BJP. Itmayberecalled that Odisha government
Countering the remarks of Singh, Odisha  hasopposed construction of barrages upstream
chief minister Naveen Patnaik said, “Heismak-  of Mahanadi by the Chhattisgarh govern-
ing incorrect statements. Discussions had ment and has asked the centre to constitute
beenheld at Delhiand itwas the Chhattisgarh  a tribunal to resolve the dispute.
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Bid by land lobby to divert
water from Chmnar river

Effort to link 1t wnh TN stream has come to\ﬁghL says Kerala

¢ | RADHAKRISHNAN KUTTOOR
t! i PATHANAMTHITTA v
{ © Abid by aland lobby to di-
I 1" vert water from Chinnar, an
inter-State river, is posing a..
serious threat-to jts very
existence.
The lobby is trymg to di- -
vert water from the east-
¢ :  flowing river to the Mangay-
; i aar stream ~ a dead stream
.} in Tamil Nadu — via a 700-
metre trench. Land grabbers
: based in Tamil Nadu have
i | constructed a four-metre
i ¢ deep, three-metre wide
i trench along 80 metres.
The Kerala Forest Depart-

Ilegal move: A view of the trench under constructiontolink - %
the Chmnar with the Mangayaar stream.

ment has reported the mat--
ter to Forest Minister K. Raju
and Chief Minister P1naray1
Vijayan.

The Forest Minister told
The Hindu that he had direc-
ted Munnar Wildlife Warden

: - G. Prasad to stop the trench

construction. Reports re-
ceived from Tamil Nadu
showed that the construc-

tion had been takenup by a
land lobby without the
knowledge of officials, he
said.

Adverse impact

Mr. Raju said the matter
would be taken up with the
Tamil Nadu government. He
said the Wildlife Warden in
Munnar had réported that

the unsc1ent1ﬁc mterhnkmg .
of Chinnar and Mangayaar

“would adversely affect the

Muthuvan tribal settlement
of Thayannankudy in the
Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary,
not to speak of the drought
situation in the downstream
reaches due to the drying up
of Chinnar along the 13-km
stretch up to Koottar.

<
Covering 1, YIS
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Indus river irrigation

. PRESSTRUST OF INDIA

NEWDELHL 16 APRIL

Three irrigation projects in
the Indus river basin in
Jammu and Kashmir, which
were supposed to be com-

: pleted by March this year,

have missed their deadline,
a top government official
has said. These projects are
part of the 23 irrigation works

. the governmenthad priori-
. tised to complete by the end

of the previous fiscal under
two central schemes.
While the remaining ones

are nearing completion,

i sources said the Tral irriga-

tion project in Pulwama,
PrakachikKhows canal pro-
ject in Kargil, and the mod-
ernisation of Ravi Canal in

* Jammu have failed to meet

.3 :
-Covering L, YIS

the deadline.

Accordingto the official,
the Tral project got delayed
after the Jammu and Kash-
mir government decided to
review it. The official, how-

‘miss deadline
‘9-(, |1 e i

ever, didnot elaborate onwhy
the review was being done.

"The work on Prakachik
Khows canal also could not
progress as expected due to
hostile weather conditions.
The areais still snow-bound.
Same is the case with Ravi
canal," the official added.

The modernisation of the
main Ravi canal is expected
tobe completed by Decem-
ber this year. The other two
projects are likely to be com-
pleted by next year, the offi-
cial said. '

Lastyear, the government
had decided to fast-track
four projects, including these
three, under the Pradhan
Mantri Krishi Sinchayi Yojana
(PMKYS) and Accelerated
Irrigation Benefits Pro-
gramme (AIBP), aiming to
increase irrigated land in
the state by nearly 2.05 lakh
acres. The three projects
will help cover 1.45 lakh
acres of the total area planned
to be irrigated.
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Ganga patrol team planned

Govt To Recruit VOLUNTEER FORCE

Retired Army,
IPS Personnel

Vishwa.Mohan
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The government
isplanningtorecruitIPS offi-
cers, personnel of the Army,
paramilitary forces and state
police who have retired from
service for raising an exclu-
sive Ganga Volunteer Force.
Tasked withassistinglocal
authorities implement ongo-
ing Ganga rejuvenation pro-
grammes and enforce rele-
vant laws, it is expected to pre-
vent wanton pollution and
desecration of the holyriver.
The proposed central
force will police the entire
stretch of the Ganga

Covening L, ViE

» it'llbea
central force

> Rules for
appointment,
tenure and

powers will be
drawn from new
proposed law

¥ 60% of the total
strength of the force --
Retired personnel of Army
and paramilitary

E 20% Retired personnel of state
security forces or Home. Guards of the
Ganga Basin states

» Members
of the force
will primarily

% 10% Retired iPS officers or
reti_red sen!or officers of the state

be drawn from
retired personnel
of Army, police
and paramilitary -

uohce services )
10% Volunteers of National Service
Scheme (NSS), Nehru Yuva Kendra
Sangathan (NYKS) or other social
service organisation

(2,525km) in five states — Ut-
tarakhand, Uttar Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Bihar and West
Bengal — which are on the
main stem of theriver.

“The justice (retired) Gird:
har Malviya committee has
suggested setting up such a

force under central govern-
ment and made provisions for
its recruitment, tenure, pow-
ersand composition inthepro-
posed draft law on Ganga. The
government is favourably in-
clined to set up theforce,” said
a senior official of the Union

1< 1

to check pollution

water resourcesministry.

He said, “We will soon
starttheprocessof consulting
the states for setting up this
force which will draw its func-
tional powers from the pro-
posedlawontheriver Ganga”.

Justice (retired) Malviya
had submitted the proposed
draft law, National River
Ganga (Rejuvenation, Pro-
tection and Management)
Bill, 2017, to the Union water
resources and Ganga rejuve-
nation minister Uma Bharti
on Wednesday.

The draft legislation fixes
five-year term for members
of the force which will be
headed in a district or group
of contiguous districts (zone
along the river) by a serving
magistrate-level officers at
zonal directorate. The magis-
trate-level officer will be on
deputation to the GVF from
therespectivestates.

According to the proposal,

every zonal directorate will be
assigned a team of the force
with adequate number as
deemedfitbytheNational Riv-
er Ganga Basin Management
Corporation — a new pro-
posed body with its head office
in Delhi — which will be the
custodian of the river Ganga
for its “protection, manage-
mentand rejuvenation”.

Once the corporation is
set up, the existing National
Mission for Clean Ganga
(NMCG) will be dissotved. At
present, the NMCG is thekey
implementing agency of the
entire Ganga rejuvenation
programme of the Centreun-
der ‘Namami Gange’.

The corporation will be !
headed by a director general :
of therank of additional sec- i
retary and above. The DG,
having tenure of five years,
will be appointed by the cen-
tral government under the
new proposed architecture.
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ARMIN ROSENCRANZ AND
AMAN GUPTA

ndiais experiencing an acute

water crisis. Qver the last two

decades, this crisis has caused

widespread agrarian dis-
iress, disrupted the rural econ-
omy, and rendered countless
farmers distraught, leading a
number intosuicide. The water
crisis has its roots in extensive
deforestation, proliferation of
bore wells, rampant urbanisation,
and unplanned development,
which has wreaked havoc with
the hydrological cycle, leading
to the deterioration of many
rivers. As per theWorld Resources
Institute, 54 per cent of India faces
extremely high water stress.
India’s eroundwater denletion ic

e
o ¢

reveres its water bodies and
holds the virtue of sustenance
in the highest regard. Various
water bodies across India,
especially in the states of
Maharashtra and Karnataka,
have dried up owing to the dis-
turbed hydrological cycle, the
release of untreated effluents
and unsustainable water use
patterns.

The holy river Ganga,
which many in India refer to as
‘Ganga Maa’ or ‘Mother Ganga,
has been among the top priori-
ties of Prime Minister Narendra
Maodi since his election in 2014.
The Ministry of Water
Resources, River Development
& Ganga Rejuvenation is
responsible for overseeing the
clean-up of the river.

Namami

HLanoe wae

Funjeb Kesteri (Rinch
J The Bindu

was to accomplish effective
abatement of pollution, con-
servation and rejuvenation of
the river Ganga. Despite the
major steps and a strong gov-
ernment focus on cleaning up
the Ganga, we are yet to see
results. As per a recent report

of the Central Pollution Control -

Board, Ganga receives 3,048
million litres of waste water per
day. Disposal of industrial and
domestic sewage effluent,
directly by drains or indirectly
through tributaries, has been
the chief cause for the high lev-
els of pollution.

The newly appointed
Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh,
Yogi Adityanath, recently met
the Union Minister for Water
Resources, River Development

and (lanna Rainvanation Thmo

necessary action to speed up
the work, saying that since the
largest stretch of the river pass-
es through Uttar Pradesh, it is
the responsibility of the state to
clean up the river.

A recent ruling by the
Uttarakhan- high court recog-
nised rivers Ganga dnd Yamuna
as living legal entities. Although
the ruling may encounter oper-
ational challenges. it is being
bailed as a much required
precedent in India. Environ-
mentalists believe that since
the ruling resonates with the
civilisational ethos of the Jand,
it will lay the foundation of
responsible environmental
reforms and engage the com-
munity.

The coming to power of

R T

ies. However, before grand pro-
jects are completed and big
promises are fulfilled, small
steps need to be undertaken
immediately.

River rejuvenation offers a
sustainable solution to many of
India's water problems but
requires technical planning,
community engagement,
grass-roots leadership, efficient
project management and
responsible social audit for
feedback.

The current government
structures lack the required
integration to address the
problem of ‘dying rivers' as
each department works in iso-
lation, necessitating a nodal
agency through which all
schemes can be implemented
PR .

nodal agencies and providing
services that make it possible
for the government to under-
take river rejuvenation projects.

Dr. Lingaraju Yale (a
renowned geologist and mem-
ber of the National Committee
on Integrated Mission for Sus-
tainable Development, Indian
Space Research Organization)
has developed a scientific
methodology that is being used
in some of the ongoing river
rejuvenation projects with
active involvement of civil soci-
ety organisations. These pro-
jects are based on a river basin
framework. Remote sensing
and geographic information
systems (GIS) are used to
analyse information relating to
geology, geomorphology, lithol-
ogy, lineaments, soil type and
drainage network, and detailed
action plans are accordingly
designed. Various civil society
agencies and government
departments come together to
conduct capacity building and
training programs for various
stakeholders, and 1o ensure
proper implementation.

These projects are unique
on the social front as well. They
create community leaders and
'barefoot technicians’ who act
as trustworthy channels for
last-mile delivery. One such
project has been selected for a
national award by the Ministry
of Rural Development (MoRD),
Govt. of India, and has heen
recommended as a national
model. This project was imple-
mented under the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Act, 2005
(MGNREGA), in partnership
with the central government,
state government and civil
society organizations.

The project spans 5,500
square kilometres of water-
shed, covering three districts
and 1097 villages. In a span of
just two vears, 6.8 lakh+ man
days have been generated,
28000+ people have benefited
by employment under MGN-
REGA, 4500+ have been trained
on water conservation, and
1000+ farmers have been
enrolled as members of the
Farmer Producers Organisa-
tion.

Representatives from a
civil society organization say
that the core belief is to trans-
form individuals and comnmu-
nities into ‘agents of change’,
and effectively work with all
key stakeholders. including the
government, to catalyse a silent



