5/17/2016

, :DigitalEdition

&riuilud

YSRC protests ‘1llegal’
irrigation projects by
Telangana govt

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Vijavawada, 16 May

Y¥5E Congress chief and
Leader of Opposition in
Andhra Pradesh Assem-
bly ¥ § Jaganmohan
Reddy today launched a
three-day protest in
Kurnool eity against “ille-
gal irrigation projects™ by
Telangana government
on rivers Krishna and
Godavari.

Hitting out at Telan-
gana chief minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao,
Jaga said, "To say that
they willrelease water to
the lower riparian state
(AP) only after meeting
their (Telangana) full
requirements is not right.
ECR should not talk like
Hitler.™

The ¥YSRC president,
while addressing his sup-
porters at the protest
venue, questioned as to
who authorised Telan-
gana to divert 954 TMC ft
of water, depriving AP
of its “rightful share™.

Jagan feared that there
could be “wars”™ only for
the sake of water infuture.

“Telangana govern-
ment is going ahead with
the construction of irri-
gation projects on
Godavari and Krishna,
caringlittle for the water
woesof AP alower ripar-
ian state. Do you at least
think how we (people of
APy will survive if we are
deprived of water,” Jagan
asked. While there already
exist projects on river
Krishna that could store
about 1750 THC ft of water,
another 200 to 300 TMC ft
of water was also being
impounded illicitly, he
claimed.

“Now the Telangana
government was building
a project to divert 120
THC £t of water from river
Krishna at Mahbubna-
gar. How will then water
come to Srisailam reser-

AV

To say that they will
release water to the
lower riparian state
(AP) only after meet-
ing their (Telangana)
Jull requirements is
not right. KCR should
not talk like Hitler:

needs of Ravalaseema and
coastal Andhra regions,”
Jagan questioned. "KCR
was also thus doing injus-
tice to peopleof Nalgonda
and Khammam districts
inhizown state Telangana
as there would be now ater
available in Nagarjuna
Sagar downstream Sri-
sailam.” he added. “Any
new projects on Krishna
and Godavari should be
taken up only in accor-
dance with the provisions
of APReorganisation Act,
2014, Besides, permission
should be taken in advance
from the respective river
management boards, Cen-
tral Water Commission and
the Apex Council (headed
by Union Water Resources
Minister). But the Telan-
gana government gave a go-
by to all this,”™ the YSRC
chief alleged. Same was
happening on river
Godavarias well, he added.
Jagan was also critical
of AP chief minister N
Chandrababu MNaidu for
remaining “silent” over
the violations by Telan-

http://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/10362937?show=print
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Declare Bhiwani drought-hit,
demands Kisan Sabha

BHIWANI, MAY 16

Farmers, under the banner of
the All-India Kisan Sabha,
today launched an indefinite
strike in support of their
demand to declare Bhiwani
distriet as a drought-hit zone
and release of special pack-
age for revival.

Master Sher Singh, state
president, Kisan Sabha, said
the Bhiwani Deputy Comimis-
sioner had dispatched a report
in MNovember 2015, which
mentioned that crops in near-
Iy 5 lakh acre had been dam-
aped in the district. “The pov-

ernment had agreed to give
compensation of the whitefly-
affected cotton crop amount-
ing to Bs 18 crore. Farmers,
whose gwar and bajra crops
damaged in nearly 4 lakh
acres in the distret were run-
ning from pillarto post for Last
one yvear and the povernment
was not keen to address their
grievances,” he said.
Dayanand Poonia, general
secretary, Kisan Sabha, said
the five villages namely Bid-
hwan, Dhani Bhankra,
Jumpa Ehurd, Matani and
Patwan had suffered 100 per

cent damage in their pram
crop. “The farmers’ demand
of compensating them for the
Inss has not been accepted by
state povernment,” he said.
Comrade Om Prakash said
the MNERGS workers had
not been receiving their daily
wages for last 10 months
amounting to nearly Rs 10
lakh. “The Centre had prmom-
ised to provide jobs to MNER-
GA workers on priority in
those states, which were reel-
ing under drought, but it had
taken least careof labour dass
inthe district,” he said —TNS

http://epaper.tribuneindia.com/c/10362973?show=print
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With Centre’s nod, mining in Ganga to

ithviraj Singh "h/‘i
pitiraj sigh@hindstanimes com P AL

EHRADUN: Mining in the Ganga
nd its tributaries will restart
fter the Centre cleared in April
he Uttarakhand government’s
roposal, which has drawn criti-
ism from environmentalists for
xploiting ecologically-fragile
iverbeds and banks.

The Uttarakhand government
anned mining of riverbed materi-
Is in the Ganga in July 2015 after
rotests by environmentalists and
 fast-unto-death by seer Swami

Shivanand, who called the activ-
ity illegal. The National Green
Tribunal (NGT) took up the case
too and sent a notice to the state.
The BJP-led NDA government
has promised toclean theriver, one
of the most polluted in the world,
by 2019. More than 3,700 hectares
of riverbeds of seven important
rivers in the Kumaon and Garhwal
region are quarried for stones and
sand that feed the construction
boom in the hill state.
Environmentalists warned
of grave manmade disasters if
the sand-and-stone mafia keeps

)& Fublicity Section, CW/

exploiting the rivers — impor-
tant water sources in the plains
downstream and also considered
the holiest in the country.

But the Union forest and envi-
ronment ministry cleared the state
forest department’s proposal for
resumption of mining activitiesin
the Ganga a month ago when the
state was under President’s rule.

Central rule was lifted and
deposed Congress chief minister
Harish Rawat reinstated last week
after he won a Supreme Court-
monitored trust vote.

The State Forest Development
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Corporation (SFDC) will soon

open bids for mining leases for .

more than 1,200 hectares along the
Ganga catchment area, mainly in
Haridwar district.

“Formalities are to be com-
pleted at the government
level, including those by the
Haridwar district administra-
tion,” SFDC regional manager
BK Gangte said. Sources said
the SFDC might start the bid-
ding process. The corporation
will have to respond to the green
tribunal’s notice on mining in
the Ganga by May 26.

resume

NEW SITES .

Ganga Shyampur:
220

Ganga Chidiapur:
3%

Ravasa 1, Ravasa 2 and

Ganga tributaries:
100 hectares each

Kotawali: 75 hectares

Ganga Bishanpur:
: 238

Ganga Bhogpur:
190
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It’s drought tourism
in Maharashtras Latur

HT-17
Surendra P Gangan 0 _, 0
u letters@hindustantimes.com !

LATUR (MUMBAI): It’s a flood of
VIPs in Latur district —among
the worst-hit regions by the
severe water scarcity that the
state is facing. In the past few
weeks, three former CMs, a
former deputy CM and two party
chiefs have made their way to
the parched district.

And, the show is set to get
bigger, as the ruling BJP organ-
ised a massive rally on Sunday
which was attended by all of its
22 members of parliament.

So far, former chief ministers
Ashok Chavan, Prithviraj Chavan
and Narayan Rane, former deputy
CM Ajit Pawar, MNS chief Raj
Thackeray, Shiv Sena president
Uddhav Thackeray and leaders of
the opposition, Dhananjay Munde
and Radhakrishna Vikhe-Patil,
have visited Latur, Osmanabad
and Beed, to speak to villagers
and slam the state government
for poor relief work.

The NCP’s stance: compar-
ing CM Devendra Fadnavis’
administrative skills with that
of Sharad Pawar’s and how his
government handled the 1993
Killari (in Latur) earthquake
by setting up special cells. The
NCP has demanded that a mini-
Mantralaya be set up on thelines
of that special cell.

“It is the failure of the admin-

» People queue up for water in Latur.

| BREWERIES
FACE OPPN

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court on Monday agreed
to hear a plea seeking
complete ban on water
supply to distilleries and
breweries in drought-hit
regions of Maharashtra.
The Aurangabad bench of
Bombay HC recently asked
the government to curtail
water to the liquor indus-
try by 60% from May 10. A
bench posted the matter for
hearing on May 23. PTI

istration that the intensity of the
drought has been on the rise day
by day,” Munde said.

The Shiv Sena slammed its
ally’s policy. Its chief Uddhav
Thackeray demanded a complete
loan waiver for farmers in dis-
tress. The Congress’ Narayan
Rane, on Friday, had demanded
an ex-gratia of 325,000 each for
all farmers as relief.

“Our MPs will visit villages,
talk to farmers to understand
their situation and try to make
villagers aware about the
schemes and initiatives our
government has launched,”
said Shailesh Lahoti, BJP’s city
president for Latur.

ANSHUMAN POYREKAR/HT



The heat is
really on now

Asia is increasingly prone to the ravages of
drought. Policymakers need to act quickly to
avoid water conflicts, writes BRaHMA CHELLANEY

he record drought ravaging large parts of

Asia will end when the monsoon rains come

in June. This will bring relief to the people in

parched lands, from Vietham’s Mekong delta to

central India. The drought has already claimed

hundreds of lives and destroyed vast swaths
of rice paddies and other farms.

But make no mistake: This drought offers a telling pre-
view of the hotter, drier future that awaits much of the
continent. This likelihood largely arises from the costs
that rapid development, urbanisation, large-scale irrigated
farming and lifestyle changes are imposing on natural
resources, the environment and climate.

Recurrent drought promises to exacerbate Asia’s
already-serious water challenges. Asia has less freshwa-
ter per person than any other continent, and some of the
world’s worst water pollution. A drought-laden future will
increase risks of water-related conflict. Yet little policy
attention has been paid to combating droughts because
of their episodic character.

Unlike other natural and human-made disasters, a
drought is a silently creeping calamity. It knocks down no
buildings yet wreaks high socio-economic costs. Droughts
thus are deceptive disasters.

Water is not just the most undervalued resource; in the
coming years it is likely to be the most contested resource in
Asia. This has largely to do with the growing paucity of this
life-sustaining resource and Asia’s distinctive water map.

The most important rivers in Asia traverse national
boundaries and are thus international systems. Indeed,
most Asian nations with land frontiers — with the promi-
nent exception of China, which controls Asia’s riverheads
by controlling the Tibetan Plateau — are highly dependent
on cross-border water inflows.

Against this background, inter-country and intra-coun-
try water disputes have become common. Asia illustrates
that trans-boundary water resources, instead of link-
ing countries or provinces in a system of hydrological
interdependence, are fostering sharpening competition
for relative gain.

L
/\D\

Asia is already the world’s most dam-dotted continent:
It has more dams than the rest of the world combined. But
this statistic doesn’t tell the real story: Most of Asia’sdams
are in China, which alone boasts 90,000 dams. With its mas-
sive hydro-engineering infrastructure, China has built an
impressive capacity to stockpile water for the dry season.

But China’s over-damming of rivers has contributed to
river fragmentation (the interruption of natural flows)
and depletion. China’s dying Yellow River exemplifies this
problem. And its cascade of six giant dams on the Mekong,
just before it leaves the Tibetan Plateau, is being blamed
for accentuating the current Southeast Asian drought.

Asia’s vulnerability to droughts and other effects of
climate change is being increased by other factors as well,
including groundwater depletion and deforestation, espe-
cially in the upstream catchment areas. The extraction
of groundwater at rates surpassing nature’s recharge
capacity has resulted in a rapidly falling water table across
much of Asia. Because groundwater is often a source of
supply for streams, springs, lakes and wetlands, the over-
exploitation of this resource, creates parched conditions
and thus fosters recurrent droughts.

Meanwhile, intensive irrigation in semi-arid regions,
including northern China, Central Asia and Pakistan,
has helped to create a boom in agricultural exports but
exacted heavy trans-boundary environmental costs. It
has caused soil salinity and waterlogging and fostered
atmospheric humidity, with climate stability becoming
a casualty and dry areas becoming drier.

The entire Asian belt stretching from the Korean
Peninsula to the Iran-Afghanistan-Pakistan region is
becoming increasingly prone to the ravages of drought. But
even before the current drought hit South and Southeast
Asia, scientific studies on global drought risk hotspots
showed that drought risks were the highest in these two
regions, at least in terms of the number of people exposed.

It is past time for Asian policymakers to start address-
ing drought risks, the core of which is the nexus between
water, energy and food. For example, the current drought is
roiling world food markets through its destructive impacts

-~ .

u China has 90,000 dams. With its massive hydro-engineering infrastructure, it has built an
impressive capacity to stockpile water for the dry season

REUTERS

on crops. And by reducing cooling-water availability, it is
decreasing generation by some power plants, just when
electricity demand has peaked.

The drought risks can be reduced by ensuring the protec-
tion and ecological restoration of watercourses, securing
water-efficiency gains through agricultural-productivity
measures, developing drought-resistant crop varieties,
improving water guality to offset decrease in water
quantity, and utilising alternative cooling technologies
for power generation. Increasing water storage by chan-
nelling excess water during the monsoons to artificially
recharge aquifers, especially in Asia’s densely populated,
economically booming coastal regions, holds promise for
coping with droughts.

Policymakers must appreciate that drought risks can-
not be lowered without tackling the serious problem of
groundwater depletion. Unlike surface water, degradation
of groundwater is not visible to the human eye. Surface
water and groundwater, however, are linked hydrologi-
cally and should be managed as a single resource. A one-
water approach is also essential to cut the overreliance
on groundwater supplies.

The spectre of permanent water losses is just one rea-
son why Asia’s drought-related challenges demand an
integrated, holistic approach. Water, food and energy,
for example, must be managed by policymakers jointly
so as to promote synergistic approaches. Also, ecologi-
cal restoration programmes, by aiding the recovery of
damaged ecosystems, can help bring wider benefits in
slowing soil and water degradation, stemming coastal
erosion, augmenting freshwater storage and supply, and
controlling droughts.

Without such efforts, the linkages between water stress,
sharing disputes, falling water quality and environmental
degradation could trap Asia in a vicious cycle. Nature is
indivisible: Communities and states cannot thrive for
long by bending nature and undercutting environmental
sustainability.

Brahma Chellaney is a geostrategist and author
The views expressed are personal
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Monsoon onset may be late,
here’s why it may not matter

There's no correlation between whenit hits Kerala and how much it rains, where

BY AMITABH SINHA

EXPRESS EDITORS INTERPRET

FOR A country desperate for rains, the news
probably couldn’t have been worse. The Met
Department on Sunday said the monsoon,
whose normal date of arrival is June 1, was
likely to be late by a week, possibly more. It
said the onset of the monsoon over the Kerala
coast was now likely onJune 7, with the pos-
sibility of it being four days early or late.

The onset over Kerala marks the start of
the four-month monsoon season that brings
more than 75% of India’s annual rainfall. India
receives about 116 cm of rain every year,
about 89 cm of which comes in the June-
September period. Because it is seen as the
harbinger of good news, the date of onset is
tracked very keenly.

The Andaman and Nicobar Islands and
Lakshadweep start getting monsoon rain
around May 20, much before Kerala does, but
itis the arrival on the Kerala coast that s con-

sidered significant, because it is only then
that the monsoon winds start their north-
ward journey over the rest of the country.

Importantasit s, the date of arrival ofthe
monsoon has only limited significance. Itisa
single event, because of which there is
greater uncertainty about it happening on
any given date. In fact, in the last five years,
only once has the onset happened onJune 1.
Last year, the monsoon was declared as hav-
ing arrived only onJune 5.

Also, the arrival of the monsoon s not the
same as Kerala receiving its first showers
around the last week of May or the first week
of June. Certain pre-defined criteria have fo
be fulfilled for the Met Department to an-
nounce that the onset has happened — and
that the rest of the country can also start to
expect rain in the following days. For the
monsoon tobe declared as having arrived, at
Jeast 60% of the meteorological stations in
Kerala must record 2.5 mm or more of rain
for two consecutive days. All rain that occurs
before the onset is described as “pre-mon-
soon showers”.

The important thing to understand is that

the date of arrival of the monsoon has no’

bearing onthe amount of rainfall in the four-
month season. Late arrival does not mean
less rainfall, or vice versa. The Met
Department’s Sunday predictionof the onset
of the monsoon did not say anything about
the forecast it made last month about the
likely rainfall this season. That forecast — of
106% rain — remains unaltered.

In fact, in the last 60 years, there have
been 10 occasions when the onset has hap-
pened after june 5. In 1983, it happened as
Jate as June 13. Only 4 of those 10 years saw
less than 96% of normal rainfall. In 2 of those
years, rainfall was actually more than 100% of
normal.

Late arrival over Kerala does not mean
that the monsoon would be late over other
parts of the country as well. The northward
movement of the monsoon after hitting the
Kerala coast depends largely on local factors
like the creation of depressions or low pres-
sure areas. Many a time, the progress of the
monsoonis held up for days because the con-
ditions to pull it northward do not exist. The
spread of the monsoon has no correlation
with its date of arrival.

A delayed monsoon, therefore, has sig-
nificance only in the short term. The wait for
the rains has got prolonged. Coming on the
back of two successive years of deficient rain-
fall, and for a country facing extreme heat,
drought, and adrinking water crisis inmany
regions, this is certainly a mood dampener.
Especially since the upbeat forecast of 106%
rain this season had made people look ex-
pectantly towards June.

The despair can quickly disappear once
it does start to rain. If the Met forecast turns
out to be true, the fact that the monsoon was
delayed would be of trivial interest, if noten-
tirely inconsequential.

" amitabh.sinha@expressindia.com
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BENGALURU, DHNS: Rains
lashed several parts of the state
on Saturday and Sunday, leav-
ing a trail of destruction.

Dharwad
Heavy rain accompanied by
gusty winds and thunderstorm
lashed Dharwad city and the
taluk late on Saturday night.
The rain, which started at
around 12.45 am, battered the
city and surrounding areas for
more than 90 minutes. Rain
also lashed some parts of Naval-
gund taluk.

Belagavi
Parts of Belagavi city received
mild showers on Sunday
evening. It started raining at
7.30 pm and continued for 45
minutes. Strong winds brought
down a few trees at Market and
Camp areas. Thousands of
acres of banana plantations and
mango groves were damaged
'~ due to rain at Savadatti in the
district Saturday midnight.
Roofs of several houses were
blown away due to the wind.

Gadag

Roofs of several houses were
blown away and trees were up-
rooted due to heavy rain and
winds at Adaralli in Lakshmesh-
war taluk. Electricity poles also
fell down, affecting power sup-
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ply. Falling trees damaged many
houses.

Raichur

Hundreds of houses were dam-
aged due to rain and winds at
many places in the district.
There were also reports of trees
and electricity poles being up-
rooted and transformers being
damaged. There were hail-
storms at Arakere and nearby
villages in Devadurga taluk.

Kodagu

Tin roof sheets were blown
away from atop the office of the
district Superintendent of Police
and they fell on the roof tiles of
the residential quarters of gov-

waterloggd road near Kuloor bridge, following heaw ra
staff quarters were damaged after tin roof sheets of Kodagu

ernment officials, some 50 feet
away, due to rain and heavy
winds. The roof tiles were dam-
aged in the process. Uprooting
of electricity poles disrupted
electricity supply.

Bagalkot

The rain on Sunday evening
brought relief for the people
from the sweltering heat in
Bagalkot city. Uprooted trees
threw traffic out of gear in
Kerur town of the district.

Uttara Kannada

Rain accompanied by thunder
and lightning lashed several
parts of the district Saturday
midnight.

, The coastal towns of Hon-
navar, Ankola, Bhatkal and Kar-
war received rain for two hours
at midnight on Saturday. The
Malnad towns of Sirsi, Siddapur,
Yellapur and also the towns in
the plains like Joida, Haliyal and
Mundgod received good rains.

Dakshina Kannada

Heavy rainslashed partsof Dak- .

shina Kannada district includ-
ing Mangaluru city in the wee
hours of Sunday. Many low lying
areas, including the highway at
Kuloor, were waterlogged.
Though most parts of the dis-
trict received heavy rain, water
is yet to flow into River Nethra-
vathi, the lifeline of the district.

in in Mangaluru in the wee hours of sunday. (Right) Government
SP office crashed on them on Saturday night. bH PHOTOS

Lightning kills

3 shepherds

Three shepherds were
struck dead by lightning
and six people were seri-
ously injured when light-
ning struck them at Ha-
ranagirivillagein .
Ranebennur taluk on Sun-
day evening, reports DHNS
from Haveri.

The dead are Honnappa
Hanumappa Kudrihal, 32,
Siddappa Ningappa Jallera,
23, and Manjunath Soma-
lingappa Topina, 26. The in-
cident occurred at 4.45 pm,
when they were all taking
shelter from rainin a hut.
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Belagavi Superintendéht df PoliceBR Ravikntewda and araaka Neeravari Nigam
ecutive engineer (Kalasa project) A R Kusugal inspect the vents of the Kalasa canal at
Kankumbi in Khanapur taluk, Belagavi district on Saturday. bH PHOTO
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Claims over demolition of
Kalasa canal wall dismissed

Ti€

BJP worker
had said his
1ct will help
water flow to
Malaprabha

BELAGAVI: Claims by a person
said to be a leader of the BJP
that he and his associates had
they had demolished the wall
in the Kalasa canal at
Kankumbi in Khanapur taluk
of the district to help the flow
of water from Kalasa nala
(canal) into River Malaprabha
in the early hours of Saturday
have been dismissed.

Officials of the Karnataka
Neeravari Nigam (KNN) and
the police department said that

the wall is out of bounds and it
is not possible to demolish it.

Girish Mattennavar - known
for placing a fake bomb in the
Vidhana Soudha - had claimed
that he and his associates had
demolished the wall construct-
ed in the canal and that in the
monsoon, the Kalasa waters
would flow into river Malaprab-
ha, realising the long-pending
aspirations of the people.

Superintendent of Police
(SP) B R Ravikantegowda
visited the spot and dismissed
the claims.

He said, for the last couple
of months after farmers had
threatened to demolish the
canal wall, a police team has
been guarding the wall location
round the clock and none have
made any efforts to damage it.

“Wall is about 500 meters
from the vent entrance and is

four meters wide and thick. It
is not possible to access the
point or damage it. False claims
have been made and action will
be taken against Mattennavar
and those who accompanied
him after verifying the videos
and taking legal opinion,” he
said.

The wall has been construct-
ed in the canal as per the direc-
tions of the Supreme Court and
Mahadayi River Dispute Tribu-
nal.

“We were honouring their
orders by protecting it. Those
claiming that they have dam-
agedit are anti-state elements,
the SP said.

KNN executive engineer of
the Kalasa project A R Kusugal
said that it'simpossible to dam-
age the wall and the claims
made were false.

DH News Service
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Ken—Betwa project: Panel warns of
dangers to ecology and animal life
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‘The government should ensure that the proposed canal does not hinder tiger movement’

JacoB KosHy

NEW DELHE: A team of wildlife
experts submitted a crucial
report Monday, on which
hinges the fate of the first-ev-
er inter-State river linking
project since India’s inde-
pendence. The submitted re-
port — not yet public —
warns of the dangers to the
ecology and animal life due to
the proposed Ken-Betwa pro-
ject. The main feature of the
project is a 230-km long canal

connecting the Ken and Be- -

twa rivers which will irrigate
3.5 lakh hectares of drought-
prone Bundelkhand. Howev-
er, it will also inundate about
400 of the 4300-hectare Pan-
na Tiger reserve in Madhya
Pradesh.

The report neither endors-
es nor disapproves of the Ken-
Betwa project but notes that if
the government were to go

‘ahead it ought to ensure that
the proposed canal does not
hinder tiger movement and
that there should be enough
habitable forest land devel-
oped to compensate for the

UNDER THREAT: A tiger and two cubs in the Panna Tiger Reserve in
Madhya Pradesh. —FILE PHOTO: R. SREENIVASA MURTHY

loss of tiger reserve land.
The Ken-Betwa river inter-

linking project is being vigor-

ously promoted by the. in-
cumbent NDA government as
the first in a series of projects
to transfer surplus water from

reserve, the Environment
Ministry, whose clearance is
mandatory for the project,
tasked the National Board for
Wildlife (NBWL) with an-ex-
pert analysis on the environ-
mental impact.

certain rivers into deficier . -

ones and improve irrigation

as well as hydropower

availability. '
Givén the threat to the tiger

‘Tough_report'

“We have given a very
tough report ... the terms of
the committee were not to

recommend a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ but
to give a site report,” said Ra-
man Sukumar, NBWL mem-

ber and part of a six-member

team tasked to visit the site
and assess the ecological and

wildlife costs of the project.

He didn’t disclose the con-
tents of the report.

Apart from threats to the ti- -
ger habitat, there are also
threats to gharial, hyenas and

* vultures that live within the

sanctuary.

Another expert confirmed
to The Hindu that the report
“had to strike a balance” be-
tween the need for irrigation
and to preserve the ecology of
the reserve, that is also now
held as a model of tiger con-
servation. “No one can be
happy about the project but
the reality is that there is a Su-
preme Court directive to the
government toimplement the
project,” headded.

The number of tigers in the
reserve had plummeted from
25 in 2006 to zero in 2009,
sparking national consterna-
tion. In conservation efforts
in the seven years since, tigers

from other reserves were re-
located and are now believed
to number 18.

Dam’s height

Discussions are still under
way on whether the height of
the proposed dam along the
canal can be réduced to limit
the extent of tiger reserve in-
undation. However, the pro-
ject in its current form will
not affect farmers in the vicin-
ity of the river and portions of
the tiger reserve that will be
lost are not the territory of the
resident big cats, said people
familiar with the contents of
the report.

The Environment Minis-
try’s go-ahead will enable the
National Water Development
Agency (NWDA), a Water
Resources Ministry body, to
begin work on the project.

“The MP government has
already agreed to compensate
twice the area that will be lost
in the reserve, but reducing
dam height will make the pro-
ject unviable,” said S. Masood
Hussain, Director General,
NWDA.
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Baba Ramdev to invest in

drought—

OMAR RASHID

LUCKNOW: Yoga guru Baba
Ramdev, promoter of the Pa-
tanjali brand, wants to invest

in drought-hit Bundelkhand '
and has approached the Sa-

majwadi Party government
in Uttar Pradesh for support.

The seven distriets of Bun-_

delkhand — Banda, Jhansi,

Hamirpur, Mahoba, Chitra-

koot, Jalaun and Lalitpur —
have been reeling under se-
vere water scarcity for the
past six months and the rural
economy there is crippled by
three consecutive droughts
and bouts of unseasonal
hailstorm.

Ramdev’s interest in Uttar
Pradesh comes days after he
offered to set up units for its
products in Bihar.

Last week, he also an-
nounced that he would set
up a food-processing park
and cow research centre in
Madhya Pradesh.

The guru expressed his
willingness to expand his
food business in Bundelk-
hand during a meeting with
Chief'Minister Akhilesh Ya-
dav here on Sunday.

According to an official
spokesperson, apart from

h1t Bundelkhand

A file photo of Baba Ramdeyv with his Patanjall products

The yoga guru
seeks U.P. govt.'s
help to turn the
region into a
prosperous belt

praising the work done by
the SP government, Ramdev
also sought its aid in allow-
ing him to turn Bundelkhand
into a flourishing belt of
green vegetables, fruits, me-
dicinal plants and herbs.

“It is possible to have a
good produce of herbs, aloe
vera, amla and even fruits
and vegetables like tomato,
peas, etc., in Bundelkhand,
The areas near the numerous
dams in the region can be

used for cultivation. The ini-
tiative will be beneficial and
profitable for farmers,” Ram-
dev told Mr. Yadav.

Training to farmers

While expressing confi-
dence that the State govern-
ment would provide him all
necessary support, Ramdev
also offered to send willing
farmers to Haridwar for
training.

Mr. Yadav assured him of
all possible help and directed
chief secretary Alok Ranjan
and principal secretary 4rri-
gation Deepak Singhal to
draft a comprehensive poli-
cy so that people willing to
work in Bundelkhand are
provided all facilities.
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17 students

Indonesj

Locals walk near a plastic ba

g containing the body of a victim-

of floods in Sibolangit, North Sumatra, on Monday. ap/pri

SIBOLANGIT, MAY 16

Rescuers today found the
bodies of 17 persons who were
among 20 university students

. and two guides who went

missing in rain-triggered
floods and landslides at a pop-
ular waterfall in Indonesia.
One student was found
alive and was being treated
at a hospital, said Darwin
Surbakti, an official from the
local Disaster Management
Agency. The search for the
four persons still missing
was to be resumed tomorrow,
“Rescuers have discov-

ered 17 bodies, of which 14
have been recovered while
three others are still under
the rubble,” Surbakti said.
The disaster occurred yes-
terday as more than 70 stu-
dents were visiting the Dua
Warna waterfall in Sibolangit
in North Sumatra province.
Sutopo Purwo Nugroho,
spokesman for the National
Disaster Management
Agency, said 300 rescuers
including teams from the
National Search and Rescue
Agency hadbeen mobilised to
search for the victims, — AP
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in Maharashtra’s Latur

« letters@hindustantimes.com

LATUR (MUMBAI): It’s a flood of
VIPs in Latur district —among
the worst-hit regions by the
severe water scarcity that the
state is facing. In the past few
weeks, three former CMs, a
former deputy CM and two party
chiefs have made their way to
the parched district.

And, the show is set to get
bigger, as the ruling BJP organ-
ised a massive rally on Sunday
which was attended by all of its
29 members of parliament.

So far, former chief ministers
Ashok Chavan, Prithviraj Chavan
and Narayan Rane, former deputy
CM Ajit Pawar, MNS chief Raj
Thackeray, Shiv Sena president
Uddhav Thackeray and leaders of
the opposition, Dhananjay Munde
and Radhakrishna Vikhe-Patil,
have visited Latur, Osmanabad
and Beed, to speak to villagers
and slam the state government
for poor relief work.

The NCP’s stance: compar-
ing CM Devendra Fadnavis’
administrative skills with that
of Sharad Pawar’s and how his
government handled the 1993
Killari (in Latur) earthquake
by setting up special cells. The
NCP has demanded that a mini-
Mantralaya be set up on thelines
of that special cell.

«Tt is the failure of the admin-

—

« People queue up for water in Latur.

BREWERIES
FACE OPPN

NEW DELHIE: The Supreme
Court on Monday agreed
to hear a plea seeking
complete ban on water
supply to distilleries and
breweries in drought-hit
regions of Maharashtra.
The Aurangabad bench of
Bombay HC recently asked
the government to curtail
water to the liquor indus-
{ry by 60% from May 10. A
bench posted the matter for
hearing on May 23. PT1

istration that the intensity of the
drought has been on the rise day
by day,” Munde said.

The Shiv Sena slammed its
ally’s policy. Its chief Uddhav
Thackeray demanded a complete
loan waiver for farmers in dis-
tress. The Congress’ Narayan
Rane, on Friday, had demanded
an ex-gratia of 325,000 each for
all farmers as relief.

«Our MPs will visit villages,
talk to farmers to understand
their situation and try to make
villagers aware about the
schemes and initiatives our
government has launched,”
said Shailesh Lahoti, BJP's city
president for Latur.
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Will slightly del
arrival in Kerala

TiMes News Network

Mumbai: Expect the heat
and humidity to last little
longer this season as monso-
onislikely toreach the citya
little late, if one goes by the
India Meteorological De-
partment’s (IMD) brediction
for the onset of south-west
monsoon over Kerala.

On Sunday, the IMD fore-
castthat the south-west mon-
soon is likely to set in over
Kerala on June 7; the normai
monsoononsetdate is Junel.
Asmonsoon reaches the city
10 days after it arrives in Ke-
rala, Mumbaikars can ex-
pect rains around June 17;
the normal monsoon onset

.. iInMumbai is June 10,

The India Meteorological

Department issues operatio-
nal forecasts for the monso-
On onset date over Keralg
using an indigenously deve-
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loped statistical model with
amodel errors of plus or mi-
nus four days. The model
uses six predictors: mini-
mum temperatures over
north-west India, pre-mon-
soonrainfall peak over south
peninsula, outgoing longwa-
ve radiation over South Chj-
nha sea, lower troposheric zo-

/IEMay

nal wind over south-east In-
dian Ocean, upper troposp-
heric zonal wind over the
eastequatorial Indian Ocean
and outgoing longwave radi-
ation over the south-west Pa.
cificregion.

But VK Rajeev from IMD
Mumbai said this may not
necessarily be the case. “We

The Decean Hearld { Bengluiu )
The Decean Chroncal { Hyderabad )

Central Chronical { Bhopal )

ayed monsoon
affect city too?

cannot say to what extent the
monsoon onset over Kerala
will be delayed as there is an
error of plus or minus four
days. This means, it could
happen anytime between Ju-
ne 3 and 10. It is too early to
predict that monsoon will be
latein the citytoo,” hesaid

On  Sunday, maximum
temperatures in the city con-
tinued to hover around 34
degrees Celsius, one degree
above normal. While the Co-
laba observatory recorded
34.5degrees Celsius, one deg-
ree above normal, the obser-
vatory at Santacruz registe-
red 34.2 degrees Celsius, 1.8
degrees above normal.

The humidity levels re-
corded at both the observato-
ries were high—gg9, at the
IMD Colaba observatory and
67% at the Santacruz obser-
vatory. Rajeev said the wes-
terly winds are resulting in
thehigh humidity level.
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CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF PRE-MONSOON SHOWERS?

S L Shanth Kumar

WEATHER BLUES: Monsoon may be still away, but workers at a construction site in Sion sweltered under a cloud cover fo / — /¢ M “7
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OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, May 15: The sum-
mer monsoon is expected to
hit Kerala between June 3 and

11, 1his-
Meteorological Department
(IMD) predlcted today, assert-
ing that theré isno connection
seterpoen such a “slightly de-
layed” onset and the mon-
soon’s performance.

The IMD said its statistical
forecasting model had sugges-
ted that the monsoon’s onset
over Kerala, marking the ar-
rival of the rainy season over
mainland India, would occur
on June 7 with error margins
of four days on either side.
The long-period normal onset
date is Junel.

“The date of onset has no
influence on the subsequent

| performance of the monsoon
during the season,” said D.
Sivananda Pai, a senior mete-
orologist at the IMD, Pune, and
chief of the agency’s long-
range forecasting efforts.

The IMD declares a mon-
soon onset over Kerala when a
certain proportion of its
weather stations in the state
report specific quantified lev-
els of rainfall coinciding with

* wind conditions.

Under normal onset condi-
tions, the monsoon covers the
Northeast by June 5, Maha-
rashtra, parts of central India
and Bengal by June 10, Delhi
by June 30 and western Ra-
jasthan by July 1.

However, SkyMet, a pri-
vate weather forecasting
agency, had recently predicted
that the onset over Kerala
would occur on May 30 with
similar error margins of four
days.

Weather scientists say the
discrepancy between the two
forecasts stems from the dif-
ferent methodologies that the

Monsoon tip:
Token delay

two agencies had used. The
type of forecasting strategy
determines the output.

“This is the nature of
weather forecastmg, nothing
is certain, ng one in the world

‘Sthirgdxieh exactly
the onset can occur,” said Gur
Prasad Sharma, the vice-pres-
ident for forecasting at
SkyMet.

The IMD’s onset forecast-
ing method, which it has been
using since 2005, depends on
six weather parameters, in-
cluding minimum tempera-
tures over northwest India,
pre-monsoon rainfall activity
over southern peninsular Ind-
ia and wind conditions.

A statistical model uses
historical data to track corre-
lations between these parame-
ters and onset dates. Senior
meteorologists point out that
over the past decade, this fore-
casting technique has deliv-
ered correct dates of onset
every year except 2015.

SkyMet does not rely ona
statistical model, but uses
real-time weather observa-
tions and crunched weather
data available from the US Na-
tional Centres for Environ-
mental Prediction, company
officials said.

The southwest monsoon,
driven by winds, normally ad-
vances over the Andaman Sea
by May 20. Weather scientists
have documented strong con-
vective activity over the equa-
torial Indian Ocean and a low-
pressure area that they expect
will evolve into a depression
and move north-westwards.

“As a result, conditions are
becoming favourable for the
onset of the (summer) monso-
on over Nicobar Islands, south
Andaman Sea, and parts of
the south Bay of Bengal ar-
ound May 17 and over the en-
tire Andaman Sea by May 20,”
the IMD said today.
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Monsoon to miss June 1 date
with Kerala, say weathermen

Jacos Kostay
NEW DELHE: The India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD)
said on Sunday that the arriv-
al of the northeast monsoon
in Kerala will be delayed by at
least a week beyond the nor-
mal of June 1. However, a top
official said while this could
lead to reduced rainfall in
June, it would not affect the
overall quantum of rains
across the country.

This widely diverges from
a forecast earlier this week by
Noida-based forecaster Sky-
met, that the monsoon would
set in over Kerala between
May 28 and 31.

“The statistical model
forecast suggests that the
monsoon onset over Kerala
in this year is likely to be
slightly delayed. The south-
west monsoon is likely to set
in over Kerala on June 77 the
IMD said in a press state-
ment. The IMD’s model has
an inbuilt error of four days
which means the monsoon
rains could set in-as early as
the June 3 or as late as June11.

Crucial for kharif

June accounts for only 18 to
20 per cent of the monsoon
rains but it marks the begin-
ning of the kharif sowing sea-
son. July and August account
for about two-thirds of mon-
soons and are critical for a
good harvest. According to
the IMD, there is no correla-
tion between the quantum of
monsoon rains in June and
July or the date of onset and
the performance of the mon-
soon. Last year, the monsoon
arrived at the Kerala coast on
June 5, later than the agency’s
predicted date of May 30.
This was the only time, the
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Instances when rain in Kerala has not kept its date

2013 m June 3
2014
2015

e

® IMD predicted date @ Actual onset

IMD declares onset of
monsoon in Kerala if:

© After May 10, 60% of

the available 14 stations
enlisted*, viz. Minicoy, Amini,
Thiruvananthapuram, Punalur,
Kollam, Allapuzha, Kottayam,
Kochi, Thrissur, Kozhikode,
Thalassery, Kannur, Kasargod
and Mangaluru get rainfall

of 2.5 mm or more for two
consecutive days

IMD has predicted heavy rains
in August and September.

IMD claims, its monsoon on-
set model failed to get the
date within the model’s error
margin since it began issuing
such forecasts in 2005,

According to the IMD’s
press statement, the mon-
soon is expected to set in at
the Nicobar islands around
May 17, and set in substantial-
ly over the Andamans by May
20.1t’s the timing of its subse-
quent journey into Kerala
that’s in doubt,

Exceeding April forecast

Delay  notwithstanding,
monsoon rains could be bet-
ter than what the IMD fore-
cast in April. Madhavan Ra-
jeevan, Secretary, Ministry of
Earth Sciences and Ocean
Development, said there
were “better chances” of
heavy rains in August and
September than the agency’s
initial estimate,

“The cooling of the Pacific
waters has been better than
expected and we expect the
LaNinato set inslightly earli-
er around the second half of
monsoon,” he told The
Hindu.

The IMD is expected to an-
hounce a crucial update —
specifying how the monsoon
will distribute across the
country between July and
August and how much rain is
expected in July — in the first
week of June.

The delay in onset over
Kerala is because of the E] Ni-
no, which, though waning, is
still strong, and the waters of
the Indian Ocean being
warmer than usual for this
time of the year. Generally
rain-bearing winds begin to
be drawn across the equator
by this time of the year.
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Rains leave a trail of

BENGALURU, DHNS: Rains
lashed several parts of the state
on Saturday and Sunday, leav-
ing a trail of destruction.

Dharwad
Heavy rain accompanied by
winds and thunderstorm
lashed Dharwad city and the
taluk late on Saturday night.
The rain, which started at
around 12.45 am, battered the
city and swrrounding areas for
more than 90 minutes. Rain
also lashed some parts of Naval-
gund taluk.

Belagavi .
Parts of Belagavi city received
mild showers on Sunday
evening. It started raining at
7.30 pm and continued for 45
minutes. Strong winds brought
down a few trees at Market and
Camp areas. Thousands of
acres of banana plantations and
mango groves were damaged
due to rain at Savadatti in the
district Saturday midnight.
Roofs of several houses were
blown away due to the wind.

Gadag

Roofs of several houses were
blown away and trees were up-
rooted due to heavy rain and
windsat Adaralliin Lakshmesh-
war taluk. Electricity poles also
fell down, affecting power sup-
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A watelogged road near

ply. Falling trees damaged many
houses.

Raichur

Hundreds of houses were dam-
aged due to rain and winds at
many places in the district.
There were also reports of trees
and electricity poles being up-
rooted and transformers being
damaged. There were hail-
storms at Arakere and nearby
villages in Devadurga taluk.

Kodagu

Tin roof sheets were blown
away from atop the office of the
district Superintendent of Police
and they fell on the roof tiles of
the residential quarters of gov-

Kuloor bridge, following heavy rai
staff quarters were damaged after tin roof sheets of Kodagu

ernment officials, some 50 feet
away, due to rain and heavy
winds. The roof tiles were dam-
aged in the process. Uprooting
of electricity poles disrupted
electricity supply.

Bagalkot

The rain on Sunday evening
brought relief for the people
from the sweltering heat in
Bagalkot city. Uprooted trees
threw traffic out of gear in
Kerur town of the district.

Uttara Kannada

Rain accompanied by thunder
and lightning lashed several
parts of the district Saturday
midnight.
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SP office crashed on them on Saturday night. oH PHOTOS

The coastal towns of Hon-
navar, Ankola, Bhatkal and Kar-
war received rain for two hours
at midnight on Saturday. The
Malnad towns of Sirsi, Siddapur,
Yellapur and also the towns in
the plains like Joida, Haliyaland
Mundgod received good rains.

Dakshina Kannada

Heavy rainslashed parts of Dak-
shina Kannada district includ-
ing Mangaluru city in the wee
hours of Sunday. Many low lying
areas, including the highway at
Kuloor, were waterlogged.
Though most parts of the dis-
trict received heavy rain, water
is yet to flow into River Nethra-
vathi, the lifeline of the district.
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Lightning killg:: -
Wit v
struck dead by lightping
and six people were sexi-
ouslyinjured whenlight-
ning struck them at Ha-
ranagjrivillagein ..
Ranebennur taluk of:Sun-
day evening, reportsRFENS

from Haveri. i
The dead are Ho )
Hanumappa k32,

lingappa Topina, 26. The in-
cident occirrred at 445 pm,
whenttxeywel‘eallhkﬁg

shelter from raininalxlta_,
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B IMD does not see any chance of monsoon advancing

6-day

DC CORRESPONDENTS
HYDERABAD / NEW DELHI,
MAY 15

Several days after the
India Metrological Depart-
ment raised hopes by pre-
dicting an above-average
monsoon, it came out with
uppleasant news on
Junday of a possible six-
day delay in early show-
ers, that were due to hit
Kerala on June 1.

“The forecast suggests
the monsoon’s onset over
Kerala this year is likely to
be slightly delayed. The
southwest monsoon is like-
ly to set over Kerala on
June 7, with a model error
of plus or minus four
days,” said the IMD, which
has got it right in the past
11 years; June 1 is the offi-
cial onset date of the mon-
soon in India.

This will lead to a delay
of six days in AP and two
days in . IMD-
Hyderabad assistant mete-
orologist M. Narsimha Rao
said the normal onset date
in AP is June 1, the same
as of Kerala, and June 5 for
Telangana.

He said there could be
delays in the monsoon
advancing, even after set-
ting in over Kerala due to
climatic conditions.

“The monsoon might set
in over AP on June 7, the
same day as Kerala, or
later. The dates can be pre-
dicted only after it has set

delay in monsoon
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~ Areas which went with-
out power for more than

16 hours include
Azamabad, Ramnagar, |
Vidyanagar, Bathkamma
BB Kunta, Addagutta,

E Shantiniketan, Tagore’s
Home, Tukaram Gate,
Praga Tools, Dandu
| pentaiah, Chilkalguda,
Padmaraonagar, new
Bhoiguda, West Mar-
redpaily, Teachers

g S Colony, PG Road, James
o ‘ Street, SP College,

; v i Zamistanpur, Gymkha-
saturday’s thunderstorm brought trees and electricity poles &, Prashantnagar,
crashing down in the city. A car lies crushed as a tree fellon Saleemnagar, | ]
it on the main road at Padmaraonagar. — s.surender Reddy Durganagar, Sainikpuri.

in on Kerala.” Last year,
the monsoon set in on AP
on June 10 and advanced to
Telangana on June 13 in
Telangana. Rao said, "The
dates predicted by IMD
have a range of plus or
minus 4 days and the pre-
diction is done daily. It
might change depending
on the change in weather’
systems.”

However, Accuweather
website reported no rain
warning, only “partly
cloudy” sky for June 7,
when the monsoon should
set in over Nellore.

B Page 4: Rain in Nellore
likely on June 10




R e e YRS

¥
¥

T /é WL L,2206 R o a0 Qe JH1001 ] sl DL E] Sl

Hindustas Soaes ( Dethy ) The Assamy Tribune { Guwahatn ) The Decean Hearld { Benglong )
I U R U G D T | ' The Tanes of India { Mumbai ) t/fﬁl)u(-(,m Chronical { Hyderabad )
The fnbare { Chandiparh ) The Telepraph ( Kolkata ) Central Chrohical { fhopal }

The Himca { Cnennar ) b\)uf‘(i’(ih}vl ( Weatr)
!

“WEBSITE SAYS
25CM RAIN IN
CTYONTZH _ '

DC CORRESPONDENTS  ~
HYDERABAD / NEW DELHI
MAY 15 )

The India Metrologicalk
Department predicted a
possible six-day delay in
early showers, that werexg
due to hit Kerala on June

1

The. first rain is pre-
dicted for:Nellore only
on June 10, for about
one-and-a-half hours.

On June 20, it predicts

‘ 12 hours, of rainfall,
amounting to 3.1 cm.

! For Hyderabad,

‘ Accuweather predicts
two hours of showers
and a thundershower
late in the night on June
7. June 10 will see cloudy
sky, thundershowers and
six hours of rainfall.

For June 12, the web-
site predicts six hours of
rainfall and 2.5 cm rain.

Skymet Weather, a pri-
vate weather prediction
website, had three days
ago predicted that the
monsoon would cover
south India and the
northeast by the first
week of June.

IMD director-general
Laxman Singh Rathore
said the delay in the
onset was not an “unusu-
al” phenomenon.

He said there would be
some relief for southern
states from the intense
heat as there could be
some rainfall in the com-
ing days.

“There is a low pres-
sure area in the Bay of
Bengal which will
become a depression and
hit the Tamil Nadu
coast. This will bring
good amount of rainfall
to the state and parts of
south India.
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