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"IMD: Monsoon to hit

- Kerala 2 days

Times NEws NETWORK

: New Delhi: The monsoon is
' likely to hit Kerala, its first

stop in the Indian mainland,
onMay 30, two days ahead of

. the normal date, the India
. Meteorological Department
: said on Tuesday. The rain

i system normally covers the
- entire country by July 15.

IMD’s - ‘monsoon onset

forecast has an error margin

{ of fourdays,whichmeansthe

i rain system is likely to make

; landfall around the normal

" daterange. Theonsetdatehas .

no bearing on monsoon’s pro-

: gressintotherestof India.

Meanwhile, thesouthwest

5 monsoon advanced on Tues-

day to cover the entire Anda-

- man and Nicobar Islands,

some four days ahead of the
normal date, IMD said, add-
" ing that conditions were con-
ducive for further progress
into other parts of southeast
Bay of Bengal and remaining

¢ parts of south Andaman Sea

- in the next couple of days.
“So far, we have had text-
book conditions for advance
of the monsoon. There’s good

arl;z

RELIEF I SIGHT: Cloud cover
over Pune on Tuesday

clouding over Bay of Bengal
and Andaman Seaand there’s
a cloud band over equatorial
Indian Ocean which will
gradually move northwards
with the monsoon,” said D Si-
vananda Pai, IMD’s lead mon-
soonforecaster.

IMD uses a statistical
model to forecast the mon-
soon’s onset date. The de-
partment clarified that an
early onset over Kerala does
not mean that the monsoon
would be good,or vice versa.

After onset over Kerala,
the monsoon usually pro-
gresses northwards through
the southern peninsula. IMD
has forecast a normal mon-
soon this year, with rains
pegged at96% of thelong peri-
od average.
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'g OFFICIAL: i
MONSOON TO HIT s
KERALA MAY 30

onsoon winds are

tipped to hit the
southern Kerala coast two
days ahead of schedule
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Source; IMD; Reuters

g St el AR we > : " The weatherman has
MONSOON ONSET DATES . -. : Ny = been spot an since 2005
OVER THE KERALA COAST , in predicting the onset

i : E  Vear ~of monsoon rain,

barrlng 2015. Date of -

2013 gun onsetis
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